










Comments on proposed Onondaga County Sewer Rents for 2027 

(Paul Doody, October 6, 2026) 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed 2027 
Onondaga County Sewer Rents. My name is Paul Doody, I am a retired 
chemical/environmental engineer and I currently reside in Baldwinsville, NY.  

A major concern I have is related to the construction, operations and 
maintenance costs for wastewater treatment facilities in Clay that serve 
Micron. The proposed 2027 county budget includes big ticket items for 
wastewater infrastructure to upgrade and expand the Oak Orchard 
wastewater treatment plant. Some of these items are solely for the benefit of 
Micron, therefore they should be paid for by Micron, not by county residents. 
Micron is already receiving over $20 billion in subsidies from the state and 
Federal governments.  

On December 29, 2025, the county legislature authorized a $515 million bond 
to cover upgrades and completely new municipal treatment systems at the 
Oak Orchard Wastewater Treatment facility1 - by far the largest capital 
investment project in the county’s capital budget.2 This only covers the 
municipal treatment components at the Oak Orchard treatment facility. It has 
nothing to do with the Industrial treatment plant which is in design now, with 
estimated costs in the $Billions.  

The Oak Orchard municipal upgrade is estimated to cost a total of $549 
million. I am not aware of any estimates for operation and maintenance of 
these treatment system upgrades. Included in that upgrade is a new 4 million 

 
1 Robertson, Laura, “Onondaga County lawmakers approve $550M plan to upgrade wastewater treatment plant 
amid concerns about sewer rates,” Central Current, December 29, 2025, https://centralcurrent.org/onondaga-county-
lawmakers-approve-550-million-plan-to-upgrade-wastewater-treatment-plant-amid-concerns-about-sewer-rates/.  

 

2 Onondaga County, Capital Improvement Plan 2027-2032, 2026, pg. 29, 
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-
content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-
CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-
21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F.  
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gallon-per-day water reuse facility with reverse osmosis equipment. This 
water reuse system is included to provide Micron with extra-clean water for re-
use in their industrial process. I am concerned that county ratepayers will be 
paying for a treatment system which is solely for the use of Micron. I have not 
seen details behind the estimated costs that would allow me to estimate how 
much of the $549 million (plus the unknown operations and maintenance 
costs) is related to the water reuse system. It is imperative that the legislature 
obtains and reviews detailed cost estimates to be able to share them with the 
public and also be able to transparently show how Micron will be paying for 
the reuse facility that is exclusively for their benefit. I continue to be extremely 
disappointed with the County’s lack of transparency on details regarding the 
proposed massive investment in our infrastructure that is being driven by the 
Micron development. The legislature needs to demand more details on these 
estimated costs so the County can demonstrate in a very clear and 
transparent fashion how these construction,  operations and maintenance 
costs are going to be paid for. We need to understand and agree with how 
much the residents will be paying and how much Micron will pay. 

My understanding about the proposed sewer use rents is the only proposed 
change being discussed is the threshold used to define how many “units” 
each water user will be assigned (assuming the actual total rent costs will be 
some unit cost times the number of units). I have not been able to find any 
details demonstrating that the change from 85,000 gallons per year (gpy) 
water usage to 70,000 gpy will achieve the county’s objective “to make the 
sewer rent structure more equitable and reflective of actual usage”. This 
demonstrates my main frustration with the lack of any details and cloak of 
secrecy around the sewer rents and how the massive expenditure to upgrade 
the Oak Orchard Facility will be paid for. Onondaga County ratepayers deserve 
to see the details so they can be assured that Micron is paying its fair share for 
the expansion. As my college professors would say, “show your work”, so I 
request the County Legislature obtain these details and share them with the 
public before approving the changes.  Thank you again for the opportunity to 
comment on this important issue. 

  


