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To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@onondaga.gov>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Good evening, 
Please accept this copy of the statement provided this evening at the public hearing:

Good evening, Chair and members of the Legislature.

My name is Dr. Melissa Carr Rowe, and I’m the Executive Director of the Central New 
York Lyme & Tick-Borne Disease Alliance. I’m here tonight as a passionate advocate for 
the health of this community.  On behalf of all impacted by Lyme and Tick-Borne 
Disease, I offer acknowledgement and appreciation of the county’s support of this 
issue as a priority in the proposed 2027 county budget.  You are leading the way and 
setting an important example for others around the country, where more than half a 
million people will be diagnosed with this life-changing illness each year.

Since our inception in 2019, and every single day in our work, we listen to countless 
neighbors, friends, and colleagues describe how a single tick bite - in a backyard, a 
local park, or at camp - turned into years of life-altering health struggles. Every case is 
different, complex, and challenging. While we can’t stop every tick, we can give 
people the tools to protect themselves before illness strikes.   We have educated more 
than 100,000 people in CNY since our inception in 2019, and we are ready. Ready to 
continue this work, to watch it grow, and to make a difference. 

The investment that Onondaga County is making in this important work will have a 
direct, meaningful impact. It will allow us to deliver hands-on prevention education and 
tick-removal kits to thousands of Onondaga County families, children, and outdoor 
workers.  Awareness will grow as a result of your support.  This powerful information will 
help to protect the important quality of life, and health, that we all hold so closely.

Tick-borne disease remains a critical public health issue in our region and will continue 
to be a problem for the future.  Prevention is the key to breaking this cycle.
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Thank you for your continued support and leadership, and we look forward to our 
ongoing dialogue as partners in protecting the health of Central New York.

Thank you. 

Melissa Carr Rowe, EdD, MSc, CPH

Executive Director

Home - CNY Lyme Alliance

Central New York Lyme & Tick-Borne Disease Alliance

Follow us on facebook | instagram

Schedule a Meeting with Melissa
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My name is Maria Revelles, I am an organizer at Jobs to Move America (JMA) and a Syracuse 
resident. I have several outstanding concerns around the County’s proposed budget. In 
particular I  have concerns surrounding the massive funding and programmatic support for 
Micron Technology in addition to Micron’s impact on the County’s ability to realize its 
environmental goals. I encourage the County to be transparent about all funding and decisions 
surrounding Micron and related projects and pursue enforceable commitments that hold 
Micron accountable to being a good neighbor.  
 

Large Increase in County Bonds Debts   

●​ The County has taken on a significant amount of debt in order to fund many of the 
projects associated with Micron Technology’s arrival, with the County. 90% of funding 
sources from 2027-2032 comes from bonds (46% from authorized bonds & 44% from 
proposed bonds). A significant portion of the bond debt is connected to the Micron 
project. 

Full accounting  of all county costs associated with Micron Project   

●​ Given that a significant portion of the County’s existing and proposed costs are directly 
or indirectly in support of Micron, the public deserves to know the full accounting of 
these costs.  

●​ Can the County produce a consolidated accounting showing every dollar Onondaga 
County has spent, committed, or is expected to spend in connection to the Micron project, 
and any related infrastructure? 

Takeaway: In view of the major deficiencies in the budget that I have identified, I urge the 
County Legislature to reject the budget as currently proposed. Amendments must be made. 
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October 1, 2026 

Good evening, my name is Don Hughes and I am one of the leaders in the 

SustainCNY coalition. I work primarily as a volunteer for the Sierra Club, with the 

Central & Northern NY group, and the statewide Atlantic Chapter. I have a 

doctorate in environmental chemistry. My masters and bachelor's degrees are in 

environmental and chemical engineering, respectively. I'm also a retired 

professional engineer. I have lived in Onondaga County since 1985 and raised two 

children here. 

I want to talk to you about the proposed budget that sits before you, not just the 

dollar numbers, but the underlying context. Onondaga County is hosting the 

largest economic development project in the history of New York State. It is 

already straining our transportation system, and will soon increase demands for 

good housing, medical care, emergency services and schools. Today, Gov. Hochul 

put out a press release saying that upwards of 76,000 people will be moving into 

Central New York due to the Micron project. The county needs to put serious 

money--several million dollars at least--into planning agencies such as the 

Syracuse-Onondaga Co Planning Agency, to hire competent, professional staff who 

will develop comprehensive plans to address this growth. 

Looking at the budget for the County’s Office of Environment and Office of 

Planning, it is pretty much business-as-usual. There are no substantial increases 

for staffing . That has to change. We know that the environmental implications of 

this project are huge:  tremendous water usage, emissions of chemicals to the air, 

threats to our drinking water, and enormous appetite for electricity. Here’s what I 

propose to address that: reinstate an Environmental Management Council for 

Onondaga County. We used to have one. Make it answerable to both the county 

executive and the county legislature. Provide staffing so that the EMC can do due 

diligence addressing environmental impacts, not just of Micron, but other issues, 

like lead poisoning. According to the ACLU, children in Syracuse have the highest 

rates of lead poisoning in the nation. 



The county executive has invested resources into looking into the merits and 

liabilities of building AI centers. A similar approach should be applied to Micron. 

Make no doubt: Micron is here to stay. They are building at the site in Clay as we 

speak. In about three years the first fabrication factory will be up and running. 

Thus it is incumbent upon the county to invest time and effort to create some 

good thinking about how Micron’s construction and operation will best be 

accommodated in central NY. 

Another major concern I have centers around the bonding for wastewater 

facilities in Clay that serve Micron. The county budget includes big ticket items for 

wastewater infrastructure at Oak Orchard. Some of these items are solely for the 

benefit of Micron. They should be paid for by Micron, not by county taxpayers. 

Micron is already getting over $20 billion in subsidies from the state and Federal 

governments. The company also is making record profits.  

Case in point: On December 29, 2025, the county legislature authorized a $515 

million bond to cover upgrades and completely new municipal treatment systems 

at the Oak Orchard Wastewater Treatment facility1 - by far the largest capital 

investment project in the county’s capital budget.2 Let’s be clear about this bond: 

it covers only the municipal side of Oak Orchard. It has nothing to do with the 

Industrial treatment plant which is in design now.  

As I testified before this body on December 29th, “This project is the most 

expensive endeavor ever contemplated by the county, surpassing the $164 million 

Waste-to-Energy plant constructed in the 1990s, and the $200+M improvements 

to the county’s Metropolitan Syracuse STP in the mid-2000s. While the waste-to-

energy plant and Metro projects were vetted with numerous opportunities for 

                                       
1 Robertson, Laura, “Onondaga County lawmakers approve $550M plan to upgrade wastewater treatment plant 

amid concerns about sewer rates,” Central Current, December 29, 2025, https://centralcurrent.org/onondaga-county-

lawmakers-approve-550-million-plan-to-upgrade-wastewater-treatment-plant-amid-concerns-about-sewer-rates/.  

 

2 Onondaga County, Capital Improvement Plan 2027-2032, 2026, pg. 29, 

https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-

content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-

CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-

21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F.  
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https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F


public input, this Oak Orchard project has been cloaked in secrecy, with no 

opportunity for the public to comment. One 5-minute information session was 

conducted on Nov. 5, 2025 in these chambers, with little description of the 

project. And no public information meetings were conducted by the state 

Department of Environmental Conservation. 

The Oak Orchard municipal upgrade is estimated to cost a total of $549 million. 

Included in that upgrade is a new 4 million gallon-per-day water reuse facility with 

ultra filtration and reverse osmosis equipment. These expensive technologies are 

included to provide Micron with extra-clean water for re-use in their industrial 

process. So I ask: why should county ratepayers be paying for a treatment system 

which is solely for the use of Micron? And why have the costs for these treatment 

systems been hidden from the public and from you, the county legislature? We 

deserve to know what we are paying for. 

Conclusion:  In view of the major deficiencies in the budget that I have identified, I 

urge the County Legislature to reject the budget as currently proposed. Significant 

amendments must be made. 
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From: Peter King, Syracuse.
To: The Onondaga County Legislature.
Re: Comments on the Onondaga County Budget Process, 2026<>2027.
 
I have several comments on the budget process.
I will begin with echoing and agreeing with several comments submitted so far, concerning what 
should be the County’s due diligence on Micron’s overall impact from constructing and operating a 
fabrication plant here.  

The most pressing concern with Micron’s impacts are, the problems with Onondaga County’s Oak 
Orchard wastewater treatment plant plans.
1)  The plans currently lack adequate filtration methods for Microns expected wastewater effluent, 
which will likely contain toxic materials, at least including many varieties of Per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances aka ‘PFAS’. The filtration methods need to include some PFAS-destroying technology, for 
example the ‘Zero-Liquid Discharge’ methods mentioned in recent community discussions, plus 
whatever ‘polishing’ methods would actually complete PFAS removal. The receiving waters of Lake 
Ontario are already known as having the most PFAS contamination among the Great Lakes (Bernstien 
2025, Remucal 2019). The County’s current Wastewater plans county frames the County as highly 
liable to future litigation about PFAS levels. Simply stated, we do not want to replicate the chain of 
events which polluted Onondaga Lake. We must learn from the past.
2) The Oak Orchard Wastewater plans regarding Micron’s reuse are opaque to we the public. The 
questions around who will pay an estimated $549 million for the waters undergoing ultra filtration and 
reverse-osmosis for Micron’s reuse remains unclear. Who will actually pay for the industrial reuse at 
Oak Orchard? 

Beyond the water quality concerns, we understand Micron will also likely emit PFAS as air emissions. 
At the very least, the County can and should support existing local air monitoring efforts. As I 
commented to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) in their review 
on Micron’s air permit here, stagnant air patterns can develop in the summertimes, concentrating local 
air pollutants. Stagnant air patterns can become especially notable during exceptional hazardous air 
quality events, for example the Canadian wildfire smoke episodes in recent years. However, Micron’s 
projected air emissions including PFAS may also concentrate in local areas, including the City of 
Syracuse. It seems wise to at least closely track air pollution throughout our region, for informing 
public health decisions.  
> ‘AIRaCuse’ is a currently operating air monitoring project set up and operated through the Onondaga 
Environmental Institute aka OEI (OEI 2026). ‘AIRaCuse’ has so far been grant-funded, and owns their 
own equipment. The operating budget for ‘AIRaCuse’ is roughly $11k <> $15k annually, mostly for 
their online dashboard services which openly inform the public. I strongly recommend  the County 
consider some contribution to the currently active ‘AIRaCuse’ air monitoring in Syracuse. As well, the 
County could discuss with ‘AIRaCuse’, the possibility of placing more air monitors throughout the 
County, for monitoring Micron’s emissions.

More broadly, I strongly urge the county include some flexibility in its budget for environmental and 
comprehensive land planning concerns. The county has at least three pressing forces at the door. One is 
the extensive development connected with Micron and other projects. Another critical question is 
global climate change. The impacts from climate change are not stopping for anyone. Both of these 
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forces are hitting us at the same time. The County budget needs to be flexible and adaptive, for 
matching new pressures and changing methods for problem-solving.
For a quick example, the County currently has a housing shortage. However development in the county 
so far has tended to be laissez-faire and spread out. The county’s current plan calls for more compact, 
town style development. This is an essential goal, as climate forcings may continue to cause problems 
with water and wastewater conveyance, recalling this year’s OCWA water main break. As well, 
transportation is a challenge for many throughout this county. Compact development located near 
active transit lines, Goes a long way to solving both problems, by reducing the overall area needed for 
development, and correspondingly the overall water, sewer and road infrastructure investments needed. 
So spending a little more money up front on certain initiatives might save much money in the longer 
run. Start with the county’s current housing and transportation task force, and also create an actual 
community climate action plan, such as the city of Syracuse and the town of Dewitt are now engaging. 
The county’s climate action plan is solely focused on the county governments on energy use, while 
Syracuse and Dewitt offer a more comprehensive approach including the entire community. If the 
county has a community climate action plan, the towns and Syracuse will find forming and 
implementing their climate plans easier. A ‘whole of government’ approach seems the best way for 
stretching our thinning infrastructure dollars.

Thank you for reading my comments. 

References

AIRaCuse (2026) Onondaga Environmental Institute. https://www.oei2.org/airacuse/

Bernstien J., CBC News (2025) PFAS in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River. CBC 
News https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/features/2025/pfas-great-lakes/ 

Remucal, C. K. (2019). Spatial and temporal variability of perfluoroalkyl substances in the Laurentian 
Great Lakes. Environmental Science: Processes & Impacts, 21(11), 1816-1834. https://mejo.us/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/2019-Remucal-Environ.-Sci.-Processes-Impacts-2019-1.pdf
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Outlook

10-1-26 Budget Hearing

From Sequoia Kemp < >
Date Thu 10/1/2026 11:59 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@onondaga.gov>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Good evening, Legislators. 

My name is SeQuoia Kemp, and I am a registered nurse, community doula, and health care consultant.

Community health and well-being is one of the legislature's stated budget priorities, and I'd like to ask whether it
would be possible to hold funding in contingency for community-based organizations that are building programs
to address maternal health and nutrition needs in our county.

We have seen the legislature allocate funding to organizations like SOFSA, which does important work around
food access. Other organizations are doing equally vital work. Many families on the south side of Syracuse have
limited access to affordable, healthy food, and nearly one in three city households has no vehicle. For those
families, getting good food and prenatal care is a daily barrier.

One organization meeting that need is Sankofa Reproductive Health and Healing Center, which provides
comprehensive support to our neighbors on the south side of Syracuse and hosts its programming at Cafe
Sankofa. Through Sankofa Village, a maternal health clinic, participants can receive free food, perinatal health
support, clothing, and other necessities for their families.

The health department offers valuable programs focused on maternal health and nutrition. Community-based
organizations, however, operate from different models of care and reach people in different ways. Rather than
choosing one approach over the other, I'd encourage the legislature to consider a two-pronged strategy: pairing
the county's existing programs with the work of trusted messengers who live and work on the south side.
Together, these efforts can do more to improve the health and well-being of our community.

With gratitude,

SeQuoia Kemp, BSN

Certified Community-Based Doula

Sankofa Reproductive Health & Healing Center

Sankofa Doula Collective

Syracuse, NY 13205 



 

From: Susan M.H. Flick, Syracuse, NY 

 

 

 

Re: PFAS and Water Treatment 

 

If we accept the current plan to allow water containing PFAS to be discharged from Micron to 

our facilities, then we will have accepted responsibility for either the cost to remove them or the 

inevitable health and environmental consequences of not doing so.  

 

Micron’s dilution of the chemicals increases the amount of water used, but does not mitigate 

PFAS problems because PFAS persist in the environment and accumulate in living organisms.  

 

Industries in the past, when confronted with regulations, have used new technologies, adapted 

them for their own benefit, and improved health and safety outcomes. An example is the removal and 

reuse of monomers in plastics. The current plan with Micron is that they will treat only the water they 

will reuse. They know how to do this.  

 

Prevention is better than the cure, especially true for many of the consequences of releasing 

PFAS into the environment, after which there are no “take backs”. This is the highest order of 

conservation. 

 

The decision about who pays, if anyone, to remove these dangerous forever chemicals from the 

public waste stream is yet to be determined.  

 

I believe we owe all residents and industries of our Great Lakes’ watershed a healthy future.  

 

Respectfully,  

Susan M.H.Flick 

 

My comments are solely my own, and do not represent any other group or person. 



October 1, 2026 

Onondaga County Legislature 
401 Montgomery Street 
Room 407 Court House 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
 
Submitted via: onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net 
 
Re: Onondaga County 2027 Proposed Budget  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Onondaga County Legislators, 

On behalf of Jobs to Move America (JMA) we respectfully submit the following letter to share 
our concerns with Onondaga County’s 2027 proposed budget. 

We have several outstanding concerns around the County’s proposed budget. In particular we 
have concerns surrounding the massive funding and programmatic support for Micron 
Technology in addition to Micron’s impact on the County’s ability to realize its environmental 
goals. We encourage the County to be transparent about all funding and decisions surrounding 
Micron and related projects and pursue enforceable commitments that hold Micron accountable 
to being a good neighbor.  

Jobs to Move America is a strategic policy center that works to transform public spending and 
corporate behavior using a comprehensive approach that is rooted in racial and economic 
justice and community organizing. We seek to advance a fair and prosperous economy with 
good jobs and healthier communities for all.  JMA is a member of CNY United for Community 
Benefits which is an alliance of Central New York workers, community leaders, educators, and 
environmentalists working to ensure that public subsidies given to Micron translate to real 
benefits for the communities in our region. We are calling on Micron to negotiate a community 
benefits agreement (CBA) to ensure the project provides enforceable and transparent benefits 
for the community and workers.  
 

Increase in County Bonds Debts  

The County has taken on a significant amount of debt in order to fund many of the projects 
associated with Micron Technology’s arrival, with the County acknowledging that, “The spike in 
2025 bond resolutions primarily reflects the Oak Orchard municipal expansion. Expenses in 
2025 supported various EFC-related sewer projects, the STEAM School, and engineering for the 
Oak Orchard municipal expansion. The 2026 amounts are year-to-date through July and are 

mailto:onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net
https://centralnyunited.org/
https://centralnyunited.org/
lgsberg
Typewriter
Anna Smith



expected to increase as the County issues new bonds. All values are net amounts, factoring in 
any adjustments/transfers.”1 90% of funding sources from 2027-2032 comes from bonds (46% 
from authorized bonds & 44% from proposed bonds). As discussed further below in the Public 
Transparency and Accountability section, the public deserves a full accounting of all costs 
associated with Micron as well as clarity around what portions of Micron related projects Micron 
will pay for versus the County.  

Greenhouse Gas Emissions & Renewable Energy 

The Office of Environment’s mission is listed as, “To protect and restore Onondaga County’s 
natural resources, ensuring a healthy and sustainable environment for all.” and lists protecting 
Onondaga Lake and reducing Greenhouse gas emissions as two of its stated goals. However, the 
Micron project is projected to release 881,699 metric tons CO₂e/year from process gases.2 
Micron’s plan to purchase Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) is not effective mitigation for 
GHGs resulting from all these emissions sources, including the electricity generation necessary 
to supply the plant’s electricity demand. Instead, Micron must bring new renewable energy 
generation online. The project will consume ~15,674 GWh/year (≈11% of NY’s total 2023 
electricity use),3 requires the construction a new natural gas line,4 and the massive increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions from electricity generation, induced development, and on-site 
emissions raise serious concerns around Micron's impact on the County’s overall greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

The massive increases in greenhouse gas emissions that will be created due to electricity 
generation and induced development: construction of new homes and new infrastructure, 
increased traffic, increased population which leads to consumption of even more energy, and 
on-site emissions raise serious concerns around Micron's impact on the County’s overall 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

Addressing climate change should obviously be a significant part of The County’s mission. This 
is particularly important given the enormous climate impacts posed by the Micron project. 

4 DOC, et al, “Micron Semiconductor Manufacturing Project, Clay, NY Final Environmental Impact Statement,” 
November, 2025,  P. 2-26. 

3 DOC et al, “Micron Semiconductor Manufacturing Project, Clay, NY Final Environmental Impact Statement, ” 
November 2025, P. 3-269. 
 

2 DOC, et al. “Micron Semiconductor Manufacturing Project, Clay, NY Final Environmental Impact Statement.” 
November, 2025. P. 3-62;  DOC, et al. “Micron Semiconductor Manufacturing Project, Clay, NY Final 
Environmental Impact Statement” November, 2025. P. 3-215. 
 

1  Onondaga County, Capital Improvement Plan 2027-2032, 2026, pg. 34, 
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fupload
s%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574
285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fon
ondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F.  
 

https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F


Unfortunately Onondaga has not seriously addressed climate change. The county’s Climate 
Action Plan was last updated in 2017. This outdated plan only concerns itself with Onondaga 
County’s operations, not with the community at large. 

Onondaga County needs to develop a comprehensive climate action plan which considers the 
total impacts of Micron’s historic investment in central New York. According to the 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Micron semiconductor complex, 

 

Protection of Onondaga Lake & Lake Ontario 

The Office of Environment’s mission is listed as, “To protect and restore Onondaga County’s 
natural resources, ensuring a healthy and sustainable environment for all” and lists protecting 
Onondaga Lake as one of its stated goals. Similarly, the Office of Water and Environmental 
Protection’s mission is listed as “To responsibly improve the water environments in our 
community.” However, Micron’s usage of hazardous and persistent chemicals such as PFAS, 
pose a significant risk to the Oneida River and Lake Ontario, which serves as the drinking water 
supply for 500,000 residents of Onondaga County, and Oswego and Oneida Counties.  The 
permit issued by NYSDEC for the Oak Orchard treatment operations (municipal and industrial) 
do not impose any limits on PFAS or other persistent organic compounds used by the 
semiconductor industry. PFAS released from the Oak Orchard sewage plant may bioaccumulate 
and persist in Lake Ontario, contaminating drinking water, fish and wildlife. New York State 
regulations do not address the hundreds of persistent and toxic PFAS found in the semiconductor 
industry’s wastewater, which means we must seize every opportunity we have to install 
protections. Micron’s proposed treatment methods (reverse osmosis, nanofiltration, activated 
carbon, ion exchange) filter but do not destroy PFAS. Testing methods required by New York 
state only detect 40 PFAS types, while hundreds will be present.  Micron should use advanced 
treatment methods that actually destroy PFAS. 

Wastewater treatment risks  

The proposed biological treatment system in the industrial treatment plant does not destroy or 
even remove PFAS. Data from similar operations demonstrates that the measured PFAS 
compounds simply pass through the treatment system. Furthermore, the permit issued for this 
wastewater plant is not protective of the environment because they do not address the hundreds 
of persistent and toxic PFAS found in the semiconductor industry’s wastewater. We have 
outstanding questions including:  

1.​ Has the County made any commitments to use the best available technologies for the 
destruction of PFAS in its wastewater treatment facility? 

2.​ How will the county protect the environment and the public from the forever chemicals 



(PFAS in particular) that Micron will send to the Oak Orchard treatment  plant? 

Onondaga County must budget for an advanced type of wastewater treatment which dependably 
removes PFAS to nontoxic levels, to be operational when Micron’s first fabrication plant goes 
into operation. The reliability of treatment must be verifiable through robust monitoring of the 
wastewater effluent. We also recommend that the County commit to using technologies which 
permanently destroy PFAS that accumulate in wastewater residuals like biosolids and other 
solids. 

 
Public Transparency and Accountability  

Lack of transparency around County decisions  

The public deserves full transparency around the decisions the county makes. This is especially 
true as the County invests in major projects related to Micron and around the Oak Orchard 
Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

Transparency and breakdown of costs associated with upgrading the Oak Orchard Municipal 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 

On December 29, 2025, the county legislature authorized a $515 million bond to cover upgrades 
and completely new treatment systems at the Oak Orchard Wastewater Treatment facility.5 A 
major component of this project is the installation of a “reuse facility” using ultrafiltration and 
reverse osmosis technology to supply ultra-pure water back to Micron. This is, by far, the largest 
capital investment project in the county’s capital budget.6 Given the massive scale of the project 
and the public funds invested, the public needs clarity on the total anticipated costs to the county 
over the life of the project.  Moreover, if parts of the project are principally to serve Micron, 
how much of these costs has Micron committed in a legally binding agreement to cover? How 
much are county ratepayers being asked to pay for this project? 

 
County Regional Meeting on PFAS  

6 Onondaga County, Capital Improvement Plan 2027-2032, 2026, pg. 29, 
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fupload
s%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574
285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fon
ondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F.  
 

5 Robertson, Laura, “Onondaga County lawmakers approve $550M plan to upgrade wastewater treatment plant amid 
concerns about sewer rates,” Central Current, December 29, 2025, 
https://centralcurrent.org/onondaga-county-lawmakers-approve-550-million-plan-to-upgrade-wastewater-treatment-
plant-amid-concerns-about-sewer-rates/.  
 

https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://docaccess.com/docviewer.html?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F193%2F2026%2F09%2F2027-2032-EXECUTIVE-CIP.pdf&url_hash=fbce26be72b7bbca0fd6af2574285d35&domain=onondaga.gov&site=fb2a504b-61a1-48bb-9012-21da28a035ca&found_on=https%3A%2F%2Fonondaga.gov%2Ffinance%2Fbudget-documents%2F
https://centralcurrent.org/onondaga-county-lawmakers-approve-550-million-plan-to-upgrade-wastewater-treatment-plant-amid-concerns-about-sewer-rates/
https://centralcurrent.org/onondaga-county-lawmakers-approve-550-million-plan-to-upgrade-wastewater-treatment-plant-amid-concerns-about-sewer-rates/


On September 8th, the County convened a group of outside experts to discuss PFAS research 
technology and industry collaboration.7 While we appreciate the County’s work in organizing 
this convening, the public was excluded from this meeting with no public notice or access to an 
agenda, meeting minutes, or to understand the outcomes of this meeting. 

Full accounting  of all county costs associated with Micron Project 

Given that a significant portion of the County’s existing and proposed costs are directly or 
indirectly in support of Micron, the public deserves to know the full accounting of these costs. 
We are asking the County to produce a consolidated accounting showing every dollar Onondaga 
County has spent, committed, or is expected to spend in connection to the Micron project, and 
any related infrastructure.  

Relatedly, The Onondaga County Industrial Development Agency board recently voted to pay 
$12.6 million to reimburse National Grid to cover the cost of a gas line construction to service 
Micron Technology’s campus.8 The County will use the funds from the $30 million that Micron 
paid to OCIDA to purchase the at White Pine Commerce Park (WPCP). If the County spends 
these funds from Micron’s WPCP purchase solely on infrastructural projects intended to service 
Micron, what independent value does the community derive from the sale of these lands? 
OCIDA assembled WPCP lands using taxpayer dollars. We are concerned that the structure of 
this deal allows Micron to avoid truly and meaningfully compensating the County.   

 

Additional Staffing and Funding is needed to plan for the arrival of Micron 

Micron Technology’s arrival in Central New York represents the largest single project in New 
York State history. Despite the increase in programs and capital projects in process and proposed 
to help service Micron’s arrival and related services, the County has not increased staffing to 
plan for the environmental and community impacts that will befall Central New York as a result 
of Micron’s arrival. In particular, the proposed 2027 budget does not show any staffing increases 
for the Office of Environment or the Department of Planning.  In order to meet the County’s 
expanded needs particularly around environmental, water safety, economic development, and 

8 Rick Moriarty, “County agency to pay nearly $13 million to run gas pipeline to Micron site in Clay,” 
Syracuse.com, September 23, 2026. 
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/09/county-agency-to-pay-nearly-13-million-to-run-gas-pipeline-to-micron-s
ite-in-clay.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwZnRzaAUg0HhwZG9mBWZkaWQWUO8
wWILQMFiyvkrWenh926C6e5GzmGV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR6Vm
HGGDNPorJoLP56Dqe6W2u9trZQkpZDmUhk-ScLeOilkY0Jq8mogH2H9gw_aem_bqoVScYAaXdAx3upicQv9g.  

7 Onondaga County, “Onondaga County Hosts Regionals Convening to Advance PFAS Research, Technology and 
Industry Collaboration,” September 8, 2026, 
https://onondaga.gov/communications/2026/09/09/onondaga-county-hosts-regionals-convening-to-advance-pfas-res
earch-technology-and-industry-collaboration/.  

http://syracuse.com
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/09/county-agency-to-pay-nearly-13-million-to-run-gas-pipeline-to-micron-site-in-clay.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwZnRzaAUg0HhwZG9mBWZkaWQWUO8wWILQMFiyvkrWenh926C6e5GzmGV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR6VmHGGDNPorJoLP56Dqe6W2u9trZQkpZDmUhk-ScLeOilkY0Jq8mogH2H9gw_aem_bqoVScYAaXdAx3upicQv9g
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/09/county-agency-to-pay-nearly-13-million-to-run-gas-pipeline-to-micron-site-in-clay.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwZnRzaAUg0HhwZG9mBWZkaWQWUO8wWILQMFiyvkrWenh926C6e5GzmGV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR6VmHGGDNPorJoLP56Dqe6W2u9trZQkpZDmUhk-ScLeOilkY0Jq8mogH2H9gw_aem_bqoVScYAaXdAx3upicQv9g
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/09/county-agency-to-pay-nearly-13-million-to-run-gas-pipeline-to-micron-site-in-clay.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwZnRzaAUg0HhwZG9mBWZkaWQWUO8wWILQMFiyvkrWenh926C6e5GzmGV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR6VmHGGDNPorJoLP56Dqe6W2u9trZQkpZDmUhk-ScLeOilkY0Jq8mogH2H9gw_aem_bqoVScYAaXdAx3upicQv9g
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/09/county-agency-to-pay-nearly-13-million-to-run-gas-pipeline-to-micron-site-in-clay.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwZnRzaAUg0HhwZG9mBWZkaWQWUO8wWILQMFiyvkrWenh926C6e5GzmGV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR6VmHGGDNPorJoLP56Dqe6W2u9trZQkpZDmUhk-ScLeOilkY0Jq8mogH2H9gw_aem_bqoVScYAaXdAx3upicQv9g


community development it is crucial that the County increase staff to ensure these projects and 
programs are properly supported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Outlook

Re: My perspective on Tonight hearing. I was in attendance. marlund

From Marlund Chottiner < >
Date Thu 10/1/2026 9:20 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@onondaga.gov>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

I may actually be very wrong about the assumption that New York State is putting any real money into
the Micron development.    I think you have many smart people on your side, including myself.

The shortage of housing is really a New York State problem to be honest in general, plus housing
construction cost inflation has created this things called low supply in relation to demand.  It is
completely economics 101.

Good luck, and you may not know this but I received my Masters in Business Admin degree in
Management Science, (aka also called Operations Research) at the University of Buffalo back in the day,
in the mid 1990's.

Marlund

From: Marlund Chottiner < >
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2026 9:07 PM
To: legislature@onondaga.gov <legislature@onondaga.gov>
Subject: My perspective on Tonight hearing. I was in attendance. marlund
 
Dear Legislatures,

I have to say that there were a lot of mentioned needs at tonights public meeting.   I do not really know
myself what the breakout should be for the capital expenditures necessary to get Oak Orchard sewage
treatment expansion.   It does to me seem evident at this time that Micron has NOT agreed to pickup a
portion of the Waste Treatment Center expansion, but then again I believe that will happen as I heard. 
 How much Micron covers is a question that people want to know.   

I think it might help people in general if they knew the timeline of when Micron anticipates the first of
three "chip fab facilities" to be operational.   For all the Republicans out here, I would say the County is
left in a bad position actually by New York State and the Federal Govt and the people have spoken up to
say environmental safeguards have to be an assurance given to those in the direct surrounding of the
massive plant(s).    The thing that I get as an attendee to all the meetings which goes unnoticed by all
those in attendance tonight, is the bonds to be authorized for the water sewer treatment expansion is
going to be subsidized by New York State due to exclusion rules on sewage capital improvement



projects.   I would caution the county as well to go lower on the overall ambitions of the Oak Orchard
plan. 

I am assuming that Micron and New York State said let's leave this to Onondaga County?    Because New
York State does cover the issuance of bonds to fund new sewage treatment facilities of major
consequence.  I just don't know about all that, and yet people want more for services when money is
strictly limited.   As Brian May said to me, Onondaga County has a AA rating as a bond issuer.   I myself
see how large this project is because I actually drove up there today just to check things out.  Assurances
that there won't be toxic effluent or whatnot from Micron, is something that someone as in New York
government I would assume would take responsibility for,  but of course lots of money, tons of it, is
pouring in from New York State tax allocations to get this thing off the ground.   In the suburbs, we fork
over a lot of the taxes levied for property taxes over to the County, though much more to our towns, and
it is unbearable to people who are even wealthy, and believe me many of us feel the crunch in the
suburbs.  

I do think assurance will have to be made in terms of environmental, and I gather that is in the proposed
2027 budget.   

Marlund Chottiner



Outlook

10.1.26 Public Hearing.

From catherine cullivan < >
Date Thu 10/1/2026 9:40 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@onondaga.gov>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Sent from my iPhone

I was not able to attend tonight’s public hearing, but I would appreciate an answer to the
following question: 

If sales tax revenue is enough to help lower the property tax rate, can you show exactly how
much of that reduction is coming from the increase in sales tax revenue?
I would appreciate seeing the actual numbers behind this, rather than just the change in the tax
rate.
Thank you. 
Catherine Cullivan



October 1, 2026 

Onondaga County Legislature 
401 Montgomery Street 
Room 407 Court House 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
Submitted via: onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net 

Re: Onondaga County 2027 Proposed Budget  

Dear Onondaga County Legislators, 

As a person born here, raised here, educated here and who has set up my retirement living here, I 
am deeply concerned about what this county and region is about to experience. We are told that 
the Micron development project in Clay, NY is the largest industrial development in the history 
of New York State. I pause to contemplate the implications of this statement…… 

It will consist of 4 fabrication facilities, each with clean rooms the size of 11 football fields. 11 
“Carrier Domes” x 4 = 44 “Carrier Domes” in all, in Clay! What do 44 Carrier Domes in a mile 
long stretch look like? Well, from a fact published in the FEIS, the tallest extent of each Fab will 
be 130 feet high (x4)…in a row a mile long. 11 football fields in one building means a very big 
building. 9,000 people working on site? Will that be the case? Lots of people means lots of noise, 
lots of debris, lots of traffic, lots of waste, lots of needs, including emergencies and accidents, 
and on the list goes. Of course, it won’t happen all at once but it’s still a lot of proposed change 
over the next 16-20 years (to build) and then beyond for ? How much toxic material will be 
brought to Clay over the life of this manufacturing operation and where will it all end up? 

If Onondaga Lake is an example of how the Onondaga County Legislature, the NYSDEC and the 
EPA handle matters, in the words of the Onondaga County Office of Environment’s mission “To 
protect and restore Onondaga County’s natural resources, ensuring a healthy and sustainable 
environment for all.”..well, it sure seems like we are doomed to a disaster destined to be the 
largest toxic superfund site in the history of the State of New York.  

I’m not trying to discourage us in the face of what lies ahead. Rather, I want us to “WAKE UP!” 
Let’s learn from where we’ve been and don’t let the flash of Micron Money blind us to the 
reality of what is to come. We must seriously prepare for an industry we have no experience with 
while recognizing that we are simply not armed with the knowledge we need! In every aspect of 
this development we need help! This budget before us does not show that the county is 
recognizing the needs that lie ahead. 

mailto:onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net


Please recognize the need to bring in outside expertise to educate and advise us about what we 
are facing so that good decisions can happen before disasters! Do not allow Micron to inspect its 
own work, its own plans, and to convince us that they are doing everything to our benefit. BS! 
(You all know this deep down.) There must be adequate and proper oversight, including citizens! 
We have a region with one of the greatest concentrations of environmentalists in the world. Use 
this as a strength! 

There is much experience throughout the world with what happens to areas where semiconductor 
manufacturing occurs. The workers are at risk. You are responsible for their health and safety! 
“WAKE UP!” Don’t be bamboozled. Get smart now because these rich overlords take you guys 
for hicks; I guarantee it. But you’re only hicks if you don’t do due diligence and stand up for the 
strengths in our community, which is our people! They would not be here if this region did not 
have all the valuable assets they needed to profit off of! We need to get a fair deal from this 
situation which really means an enforceable community benefits agreement. Frankly, without 
this in hand, there is no reason for Micron to be here. 

Community oversight is a must! We cannot settle for less! The cost to us, to our loved ones will 
be far too great. We cannot tolerate hidden agendas, private meetings of experts behind closed 
doors and even NDAs. If it is as good as they say it is, then it will shine in the light of day, for all 
to see! If information is not able to be freely shared then what are they hiding? This company 
would not be here if this was not a place that brought together all the elements for their success. 
That must be a mutual situation. We are a community of great value, deserving of being treated 
fairly and with respect. Please allow this community to level set with the behemoth Micron. We 
have what it takes here. Put your trust in the People and demand that Micron treat us properly. 
Buying our silence by pushing their money around is not demonstrating respect for us. Support 
our demand for an enforceable community benefits agreement and a citizen’s oversight 
board! 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely and in Peace, 

Bonita Siegel, MD, President, Neighbors for a Better Micron 


