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Onondaga County Planning Board

What is the OCPB?

o The Onondaga County Planning Board (OCPB) operates under NYS General Municipal Law § 239-l, 
m & n (GML 239) to advise local boards on the potential intermunicipal or county-wide impact of 
local land use decisions.  

o The OCPB annually reviews the County’s Capital Improvement Plan.    

o The OCPB reviews street names changes.

o The OCPB consists of seven members, five of which are appointed by the County Executive and 
confirmed by the Onondaga County Legislature.  Two ex-officio members. 

o The Department of Planning provides staff support to the OCPB and receives and reviews municipal 
referrals, coordinates with agencies and County departments, and incorporates guidance and 
recommendations from County plans into staff reports for Board consideration.



Onondaga County Board vs Local PBs

How is the OCPB Different from Local Planning Boards? 

o Resolutions are non-binding; recommendation only.  Super-majority to override a disapproval or 
modification.

o No public hearings, applicant presentations, etc.  Municipalities are the applicant.

o OCPB only sees certain cases – must meet 2 criteria for referral to OCPB.

o Up to 500 cases / year from up to 100 local boards.
o Due to caseload and timing, staff has hours, not weeks to review cases. 
o Recommendations typically returned within 10-15 days of receipt.

o Municipalities rely on OCPB for coordinating agency feedback.



Onondaga County Planning Board Referable Actions

What is a Referable Action?
Per GML 239, there are two criteria for determining if a proposed action is referable to the OCPB. 
An action is referable when both criteria are met.

Criteria 1: Type of Action
❑ Comprehensive Plan 
❑ Adoption/amendment Zoning or 

Subdivision Regulations
❑ Special Use Permits
❑ Site Plans
❑ Use or Area Variances
❑ Subdivisions
❑ Certain other related authorizations

Criteria 2: Location (within 500’ of)
❑ Boundary of any City, Village or Town 
❑ Boundary of any County or State park or rec area
❑ ROW of any County or State road or highway
❑ ROW of any stream or drainage channel owned 

by the County
❑ Boundary of any County or State-owned land 

containing a public building or institution 
❑ Boundary of a farm operation in a NYS 

Agricultural District 



Onondaga County Planning Board 3 Types of Review

3 Types of Review:

o Full Board Reviews
o Administrative Reviews
o Exempt Actions



Onondaga County Planning Board Referral Review
What are the OCPB and staff looking at when they review a referral?
Per GML 239, the intent of the OCPB review is to bring pertinent intercommunity and county-wide planning, 
zoning, site plan, and subdivision considerations to the attention of the local board, neighboring 
municipalities, infrastructure and service providers, and the public.  GML has defined a list of county-wide 
and inter-community impacts used to evaluate a project. 

✓ compatibility of various land uses with one another;
✓ traffic generating characteristics of various land uses;
✓   impact on existing/proposed County or State institutions or other uses;
✓ protection of community character drainage;
✓   community facilities;
✓ official municipal and County development policies; and
✓ such other matters as may relate to the public convenience, governmental efficiency, and achieving and 

maintaining of a satisfactory community environment.



Onondaga County Planning Board Recommendations 

What are the OCPB 
recommendations and 
what do they mean?

o Approval
o No Position 
o No Position with Comment
o Modification 
o Disapproval 



Onondaga County Planning Board
 Review Workflow

Local Board 
Submits Referral   

30 days to review

Staff Report Agency 
Coordination

Full Review:  
OCPB meeting 

/vote

Board Resolution   
or Memo to 

Municipality

No Position,               
NP w/ Comment 

or Approval – 
Simple majority vote to 

approve  

Disapproval or  
Modification -  

Super majority to approve 
with an override of OCPB 

recommendation

Report of Final 
Action 



Coordinated Reviews

Coordinated Review Meetings

Convene stakeholders for particularly large or complex 
projects. 

May be requested by the municipality, the applicant, or the 
OCPB.

Opportunity for a project applicant to present and obtain 
feedback from a variety of permitting and interested agencies 
on a proposed project. 

Can facilitate early and needed coordination and open 
communication on complex projects.



Onondaga County Planning Board Thanks You

Thank You!

onondaga.gov/planning/ocpb/



Onondaga County Planning Board & Economic Development

Planning & Economic Development Committee 

June 2026



D ATA  C E N T E R S  

Data centers are physical, highly secure facilities that house thousands of 

networked computers, servers, and data storage.

Large in scale, modular and highly efficient in design, automated and 

globally connected.

They are used for cloud services, search engines, social media platforms, 

video streaming, e-commerce, enterprise software, AI.



D A T A  C E N T E R

M O R A T O R I U M S  
Town of Clay (proposed)

Town of Dewitt

Town of Lysander

Town of Manlius

Town of Salina

Town of Skaneateles (Banned)

Town of Van Buren



D A T A  C E N T E R  S T U D Y

Onondaga County will undertake a comprehensive study of data center 

development that seeks to proactively establish a planning and evaluation 

framework that balances economic opportunity with environmental 

stewardship and quality-of-life considerations.

Taskforce to oversee the study includes the Office of Economic 

Development, the Office of the Environment, WEP, OCWA, the Department 

of Health and the Department of Planning.

The timeline for a finished report is 6 months.



D A T A  C E N T E R  

S T U D Y  P U R P O S E

The purpose of the study is to:

• Develop a comprehensive understanding of the impacts and 

opportunities associated with data center development

• Establish best practices and policy recommendations for evaluating 

future proposals

• Create consistent standards and evaluation criteria that can be utilized 

countywide

• Support municipalities in reviewing data center proposals through 

technical, engineering, and planning assistance



D A T A  C E N T E R  S T U D Y  T A S K S
Task 1: Existing Conditions 
Assessment
• Evaluate current conditions and 

infrastructure capacity throughout 
Onondaga County relevant to data 
center development.

Task 2: Impact Analysis
• Analyze the potential impacts 

associated with data center 
development including water and 
wastewater capacities, noise 
generation, aesthetic impacts, air 
quality and environmental 
considerations and quality of life 
impacts.

Task 3: Regulatory & Best Practices
• Conduct a comprehensive review of 

data center planning and regulatory 
approaches in comparable 
jurisdictions, with an emphasis on 
the Northeastern United States. 

Task 4: Site Suitability Analysis
• Evaluate locations within Onondaga 

County that may be suitable for 
future data center development. 

Task 5: Policy & Development 
Framework
• Prepare recommendations for model 

zoning provisions, site design 
standards, noise mitigation measures 
and environmental performance 
standards. 



Onondaga County Department of Planning

LEARN MORE:

PLAN.ONGOV.NET

FOLLOW: 

PLAN ONONDAGA

@PLANONONDAGA

@PLANONONDAGA
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