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REVISED 
WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE AGENDA 

 

Livestream Available: Onondaga County Legislature on YouTube 

 
 
1:00 p.m. 401 Montgomery St., Room 407 Court House 

May 26, 2026 Syracuse, New York 13202 

 

A. Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting. 

 

B. Presentation of Resolutions and Local Laws: 

 

1.   DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: Kevin J. Sexton, Chief Information        

Officer 

a. INFORMATIONAL: Overview 
 

2.   ONONDAGA COUNTY/SYRACUSE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

a. Confirming appointment and reappointment by the County Executive to the Onondaga 

County/Syracuse Commission on Human Rights (Sponsored by Mr. Brown) 
 

3.   ONONDAGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
a. Confirming appointment by the County Executive to the Onondaga County Public Library Board 

of Trustees (Sponsored by Mr. Brown) 
 

4.   DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE: Kristi Smiley, Chief Finance Officer 

a. Approving and Directing the Correction of Certain Errors on Tax Bills (Sponsored by Mr. Brown) 

 

5.   ONONDAGA COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE:  

a. Adoption of Annual Budget for Onondaga Community College for the Fiscal Year September 1, 

2026 to August 31, 2027, and Authorizing the County Executive to Enter into Contracts with Other 

Governmental Units in Which Appropriations and Revenues Are Approved by the Adoption of 

the 2027 Budget (Sponsored by Mr. Brown) 
 

2026-2027 Onondaga Community College Annual Budget on File with the Clerk 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@onondagacountylegislature


 

b. Amending the 2026 County Budget to Pay in the First Instance Costs Associated with Replacing 

the Artificial Turf Baseball and Softball Fields at Onondaga Community College (Sponsored by 

Mr. Brown) 

 
 

6.   ONONDAGA COUNTY WATER ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION:  

a. A Resolution Approving Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in and for the 

County of Onondaga, New York (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

b. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $12,500,000 Bonds of the County of 

Onondaga, New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District in and for Said County ($12,500,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

c. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $1,430,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, 

New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in 

and for Said County ($1,430,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

d. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $675,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, 

New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in 

and for Said County ($675,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

e. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $2,000,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, 

New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in 

and for Said County ($2,000,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

f. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $2,500,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, 

New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in 

and for Said County ($2,500,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

g. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $16,500,000 Bonds of the County of 

Onondaga, New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District in and for Said County ($16,500,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

h. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $13,700,000 Bonds of the County of 

Onondaga, New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District in and for Said County ($13,700,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

i. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $400,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, 

New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in 

and for Said County ($400,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 
 

7.  COUNTY LEGISLATURE:  

a. A Local Law to Ensure the Safety of Vulnerable Road Users in Onondaga County (Sponsored by 

Mr. Brown) 

 

b. A Local Law Amending Section 205 of the Onondaga County Charter Regarding Vacancies in the 

Onondaga County Legislature (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen) 

 

c. Local Law Amending the Onondaga County Charter to Impose a Term Limit on the Office of 

County Executive (Sponsored by Ms. Hernandez) 

 



 

d. Local Law Amending Section 207 of the Onondaga County Charter and Section 2.17 of the 

Onondaga County Administrative Code to Revise the Onondaga County Reapportionment 

Commission to Ensure a Fair and Objective Process by Which the Onondaga County Legislature 

Districts Are Reapportioned (Sponsored by Mr. Ryan) 
 

e. A Local Law to Prohibit Demonstrating Within Ten (10) Feet of Another Person Entering or 

Leaving a Place of Religious Worship and Not Within Thirty-Five (35) Feet of an Entrance Thereto 

(Sponsored by Mr. Burtis) 

 

C. Adjournment 

 



HRC_Appt & Reappt            RSO 

June 2, 2026 

 

Motion Made By      RESOLUTION NO. _______________ 

 

 

CONFIRMING APPOINTMENT AND REAPPOINTMENT BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY/SYRACUSE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

 

 WHEREAS, J. Ryan McMahon, II, Onondaga County Executive, has duly appointed and 

reappointed, and designated the following individuals to serve as members of the Onondaga 

County/Syracuse Commission on Human Rights: 

 

APPOINTMENT:     TERM EXPIRES: 

Ahmeed H. Turner     December 31, 2028 

210 Wendell Terrace 

Mattydale, New York 13203 

 

REAPPOINTMENT:     TERM EXPIRES: 

Duane L. Reese, II     December 31, 2028 

110 Roxboro Circle, #8 

Mattydale, New York 13211 

 

; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such appointments are made pursuant to Resolution Nos. 330-1997 and 102-2024 and 

consistent with Local Law No. 5-2015, subject to confirmation by the Onondaga County Legislature; now, 

therefore be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Onondaga County Legislature does confirm the appointments of the above 

individuals to serve as members of the Onondaga County/Syracuse Commission on Human Rights for the 

term specified above or until subsequent action by the County Executive. 

 

 

 





Duane L. Reese II 

110 Roxboro Circle #8 Mattydale, NY 315-729-0396 duanelreese2@gmail.com 

A skilled Public Health professional with 30 years of Human Service experience 

who’s very intentional in providing quality deliverables & precise measurable 

outcomes to the community & organization I serve. 

EDUCATION- 

Morrisville State College- AA- Liberal Arts & Social Sciences (2002) 

Morrisville State College- Human Services Leadership (BPS- Bachelors of 

Professional Studies) -Re-enrolled for January 2025. 

EXPERIENCE- 

Onondaga County Health Dpt. -Public Health Fellow I- Syracuse, NY 12/23- Present 

As I OCHD Fellow, I was assigned to Great Grace Church where my title was 

Community Engagement & Youth Programming Coordinator. My main responsibilities 

were to create & revamp youth programming the church, attend community 

meetings & network, collect data for various reports for Great Grace & OCHD 

leadership. I’m now the OCHD Fatherhood Program Coordinator for Syracuse Healthy 

Families. 

N.Y.S. S.N.U.G. Outreach- S.N.U.G. Syracuse Case Manager- Syracuse, NY 6/23-12/23 

I tracked daily data for reporting to N.Y.S. DCJS (Dpt. Of Criminal Justice Services) & 

N.Y.S. S.N.U.G. (Should Never Use Guns) Outreach Program. I also maintained a 

caseload to monitor & help reduce gun violence within the highest crime areas in 

Syracuse. 

On Point for College- College Advocate- Syracuse, NY 4/22-5/23 

I maintained a caseload of 700+ students (HS students, College students & Adult 

Learners) seeking an opportunity to continue & or further their education. I 

conducted college tours from Buffalo, NY to Albany, NY. 

Chadwick Residence- Program Coordinator- Syracuse, NY 11/21-3/22 

I assisted the Executive Director in the managing of the program to provided support 

to homeless woman & children. I directly supervised 20+ staff, handled the 

scheduling needs of the facility & monitored 30+ women & children. 

Catholic Charities- Summer Program & After School Assistant- Syracuse, NY 7/21-

11/21 



I assisted the Program Coordinator with program needs & monitoring youth 

participants within the program. Contact parents as needed & responsible for sign in 

& out of all youth participants.  

N.Y.S. O.P.W.D.D. -Resident Assistant- Syracuse, NY 9/15-10/20 

I provided personal care, safety & monitored the whereabouts of residents within a 

group home setting for the Office of People with Developmental Disabilities. I 

collected data for daily, weekly & monthly documentation. 

Toomey Residential- Program Supervisor- Syracuse, NY 12/14-10/15 

I assisted the Program Coordinator with maintaining the overall needs of the 

program within a group home setting. Provide personal care to residents, complete 

scheduling needs & daily data for the program & supply petty cash to staff for 

resident’s daily outings. 

Hillbrook Detention Center- Detention Aide- Syracuse, NY 6/12-4/15 

I assisted the Detention Director & Supervisors with providing supervision to youth 

within a Detention setting. Complete all documentation as required & requested by 

Onondaga County. 

Rescue Mission- Case Manager- Syracuse, NY 2/13-2/14 

Maintain a caseload of 20-25 homeless men in a shelter setting. I assisted the men 

with financial goals, housing needs, employment searches & clothing issues if 

needed or requested. 

S.O.A.R. & Family First Program- Case Manager- Syracuse, NY 2/09-4/12 

I worked with men coming home from prison in the Supporting Offenders after 

Release Program with basic needs, transportation, employments skills & job 

searching strategies. I worked as a liaison between the Southwest Community 

Center & the Syracuse City School District.    

Firetree Ltd.- Program Monitor- Syracuse, NY 12/07-4/09 

I provided assistance, support and basic needs to men placed in a Federal Halfway 

house within a group home setting. Completed daily data for daily, weekly & monthly 

reporting. 

Syracuse City School District- Assistant Coordinator & Teaching Assistant- Syracuse, 

NY 2/05-8/07 

I was the Assistant Coordinator in the Truancy Program where I complied data to 

track HS student’s attendance rates. I was a Teaching Assistant at the SCSD’s 

Alternative School V.I.N.T.A. (Violence Is Not the Answer) where I worked alongside 

Syracuse Police & School Administrators to disrupt violence of any kind. 



Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools- Before School & After School Assistant- Charlotte, 

NC 8/04-12/04 

I assisted staff with making sure each students received breakfast every morning & 

to class immediately after. I received students at the end of the school day & 

escorted them to their age-appropriate activities to start programming. 

Hillside- Youth Advocate- Syracuse, NY 5/02-7/04 

I recruited & maintained a caseload of 20-25 youth at Corcoran HS in Syracuse. I 

assisted Hillside staff at sites in Syracuse & Rochester, NY as needed & or 

requested.  

Center for Community Alternatives- After School Specialist- Syracuse, NY 1/01-5/02 

I assisted Program Director with data collection and monitoring youth participants 

within an afterschool program setting. Interim Program Director from 5/01-8/01.  

Dunbar Association- Youth Program Assistant- Syracuse, NY 3/99-3/00 

I assisted the Director for Youth Services with data collection & supervision of youth 

participants at the Dunbar Center. I was a Youth Group Leader for 10+ youth the 

Center. 

Syracuse Parks & Recreation- Summer Program Assistant- Syracuse, NY 1994, 1995 

& 1996. 

Summer employee only. I assisted Program Director with supervision of 40+ youth 

participants during the summer in a Youth Center setting. I created a poetry 

workshop, coached the Boy’s basketball team & planned a trip for the youth & staff 

to attend my college football game while attending Cayuga Community College in 

Auburn, NY. 





(202) 714-5282 | ahmeedturner@gmail.com  

  Ahmeed H. Turner 
   

210 Wendell Terr, Syracuse, New York 13203  

Cell Phone: (202) 714-5282  

Work Phone: (315) 883-5551   

E M P L O Y M E N T  

 

January 2020 - present VICE PRESIDENT OF SCHOLARSHIPS AND STUDENT SUPPORTS  – Central NY 

Community Foundation (Syracuse New York) 

 Administration of the $60M portfolio Scholarships for the Central NY 

Community Foundation 

 Oversight of college attainment activities and programs consisting of  

o College Counseling  

o Planning  

o Readiness  

o Transition support 

 Serve as a member of the Central NY Community Foundation Leadership 

team 

August 2009 - present  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR– Say Yes Syracuse, a Scholarship Program of the Central 

NY Community Foundation (Syracuse, New York) 

+ Manage $40M endowment for scholarship awards 

+ Lead local partnership and champion student success 

+ Monitor and track of award certifications and disbursements 

+ Oversee the measurement of performance  

+ Ensure accountability and program effectiveness  

+ Oversee the collection, management and reporting of data related to 

program, students and overall efficacy  

+ Ensure all activities, programs and support services are active and thriving 

+ Secure additional supports, resources and services necessary for program 

success 

 

 

May 2008 – August 2009 THERAPIST – Vera House, Inc. (Syracuse, New York) 

+ Provide clinical counseling and therapy services to families, couples and 

individuals dealing with sexual abuse and/or domestic violence  

+ Participate in assessment of client referrals with partner organizations as 

appropriate  

+ Support the delivery of clinical case presentations with clinical team 

+ Document services and treatment provided 

 

 

 July 2004 – July 2006 PROGRAM MANAGER  – City Year, Inc. (Washington, DC) 



(202) 714-5282 | ahmeedturner@gmail.com  

+ Management, Development and mentorship of an 11-person team 

comprised of young adults ages 17-24 

+ Coordinate and manage the team’s community service projects and 

partner relationships 

+ Develop team activities and structure trainings for skills building  

+ Conduct monthly performance reviews of team and the leader  

+ Manage retention strategies alongside the Deputy Director  

+ Coordinate and facilitate the delivery of Making Proud Choices, an 

HIV/AIDS education curriculum for middle and high school students  

+ Manage the program evaluation  

  

 

 May 2000 – Nov 2001 COUNSELOR/CHILDCARE WORKER  – Elmcrest Children’s Center  

                                                                           (Syracuse, New York) 

+ Counseling services/supports for behaviorally disturbed children             

(ages 7-19) within a residential setting  

+ Demonstrate and assist residents with social behavior, education and 

hygiene  

+ Support residents with goal setting and achievement  

+ Maintain a safe and secure environment for residents 

 

E D U C A T I O N  

 

 May 2020  MASTER OF NON PROFIT ADMINISTRATION – University of Notre Dame 

+ Mendoza College of Business  

 

 May 2008 MASTER OF ART IN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY– Syracuse University 

+ College of Human Services and Health Professions  

   

 May 2000 BACHELOR OF ARTS IN PSYCHOLOGY – Cheyney University 

 

 

  

 

 

    REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST  



OCPL_Appt            RSO 

June 2, 2026 

 

Motion Made By      RESOLUTION NO. _______________ 

 

 

CONFIRMING APPOINTMENT BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO THE ONONDAGA COUNTY 

PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Article XXV, Section 25.05, of the Onondaga County Administrative 

Code, J. Ryan McMahon, II, Onondaga County Executive, duly appointed and designated, subject to 

confirmation of the County Legislature, the following individual to serve as a member of the Onondaga 

County Public Library Board of Trustees: 

 

APPOINTMENT:     TERM EXPIRES: 

John F. Reidy      December 31, 2028 

4339 Strickland Drive 

Syracuse, New York 13215 

 

; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the desire of this Legislature to confirm said appointments; now, therefore be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Onondaga County Legislature does hereby confirm the appointments of the 

above-named individual to serve as a member of the Onondaga County Public Library Board of Trustees 

for the term specified above. 

 

 





John F. Reidy 
4339 Strickland Drive, Syracuse, NY 

315-345-4905 

reidyjf@gmail.com 

 

 

Experience: 

 

United Radio, Inc.   2023 to present 

• Security Consultant  

 

 

New York State Office of the Attorney General, 1998 to 2023 

• First Deputy Chief Investigator, 2011 to 2023. 

• Second in command of a statewide staff of over300 Investigators. 

• Manage Division’s budgets.  

• Review and approve all the Division’s procurements, purchases. 

• Oversee, recommend and advise on Agency’s technology needs. 

• Review, update and create operating policies and procedures.  

• Conduct internal personnel investigations. 

• Review and screen all new investigative hires. 

• Chair the Division’s promotional board.  

• Review and approve investigation/case planning. 

• Review and approve all technical and tactical operational plans. 

• Oversee the Division’s Special Operations Unit.  

 

• Assistant Chief Investigator, 2006 to 2011 

• Created and commanded the Investigations Division’s Special Operations Unit. 

• The SOU is a statewide investigative operational technology support unit. The 

Unit provides support to Federal, State and Local law enforcement to enhance and 

further major criminal investigations. 

 

• Supervising Investigator, 2003 to 2006 

• Statewide Organized Crime Task Force, Technical Services Unit. 

• Created, TECNET, a secure computer network that support’s most all of law 

enforcement’s court ordered electronic surveillance and video surveillance 

operations. 

 

• Investigator, 1998 to 2003 

• Statewide Organized Crime Task Force. 

• Led and conducted long-term investigations into upper-level narcotics distribution 

networks.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:reidyjf@gmail.com


Onondaga County Office of the District Attorney, 1994 to 1998 

• Senior Investigator, Narcotics Bureau 

• Led and conducted investigations into major narcotics traffickers. 

 

Syracuse Police Department, 1970 to 1994 

• Detective Sergeant, Special Investigations Division 

• Commanding Officer of the Intelligence Section, which included command of the 

Bomb Squad, Technical Operation Unit, Telecommunications Unit, Dignitary 

Protection Unit. 

 

• Sergeant, Uniform Bureau, Patrol 

• Supervised uniformed officers assigned to 3rd platoon. 

• Approved reports & deployed resources 

• Addressed personnel complaints. 

 

• Detective, Special Investigations Division 

 

• Detective, Criminal Investigations Division 

 

• Detective, Intelligence Division 

 

 

New York State Division of Homeland Security Senior Advisory Committee 

• The New York Attorney General’s reprehensive from 2006 to 2023 

• Advise on State Emergence Preparedness. 

• Advise on the distribution of Federal Homeland Security grant program.  

• Advise on the State Preparedness Training and Regional Stockpile programs. 

• Member of State Agency working group of the Office of Interoperability and Emergency 

Communications.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



COR06-1            RSO 

June 2, 2026 

 

Motion Made By RESOLUTION NO. _________________ 

 

 

APPROVING AND DIRECTING THE CORRECTION OF CERTAIN ERRORS ON TAX BILLS 

 

 WHEREAS, the following named property owner has filed an application with the County Director 

of Real Property Tax Services for the correction of errors on the tax roll relative to their premises for tax 

year,2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the County Director of Real Property Tax Services, acting as agent of this Legislature, 

which is the tax levying body of this County, has investigated the circumstances of the claimed errors and 

has submitted his recommendation that the applications for the corrections be approved; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 554 of the Real Property Tax Law prescribes the procedure for correction of 

clerical errors, errors in essential fact, and certain unlawful entries on tax rolls; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 556 of the Real Property Tax Law prescribes the manner in which refunds 

shall be charged back to appropriate municipality; now, therefore be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the report of the County Director of Real Property Tax Services be and the same 

hereby is accepted; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Chairman of this Legislature be and he hereby is authorized and directed to 

mail a notice of approval to each applicant and order the collecting officers of the appropriate Towns or the 

Commissioner of Finance, as the case may be, to correct the respective taxes as follows: 

 

NAME AND ADDRESS AMOUNT OF 

 OF APPLICANT TAX MAP NUMBER TAX BILLED CORRECTED TAX 

 

GEDDES 

Kassim Mutee Noman                       007.-07-02.0                          $4,102.56                     $1,597.25 

Kassim Alhareth 

205 2nd Street 

Syracuse, NY 13209 

 

MANLIUS 

Christine & Joseph Postupak             063.-04-06.0                         $12,133.71                    $9,390.44 

5945 N. Burdick Street 

East Syracuse, NY 13057 

 

ONONDAGA                                  

Ralph & Jessie Martini                      032.-01-05.0                          $13,954.27                   $11,211.00 

5799 E. Seneca Tpke 

Jamesville, NY 13078 

































































June 2, 2026 

 

Motion Made By Mr. Brown RESOLUTION NO.________________ 

 

 

ADOPTION OF ANNUAL BUDGET FOR ONONDAGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR SEPTEMBER 1, 2026, TO AUGUST 31, 2027, AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTAL UNITS IN WHICH 

APPROPRIATIONS AND REVENUES ARE APPROVED BY THE ADOPTION OF THE 2027 

BUDGET 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 6304 of the Education Law, as amended by Chapter 631 of the Laws 

of 1965 and pursuant to Article VI of the Onondaga County Charter, the Ways and Means Committee has 

reviewed the tentative proposed Onondaga Community College Budget for the fiscal year September 1, 2026, 

to August 31, 2027, having held a public hearing upon such tentative proposed budget on May 26, 2026, 

pursuant to Resolution No. 89-2026, adopted on May 5, 2026, and all persons desiring to be heard were heard 

at such public hearing; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the total Tentative Community College Budget presented to this Legislature was in the 

estimated amount of $73,654,251 required for Community College Operating Fund purposes. From this 

estimated total of $73,654,251 for the Community College Operating Fund was deducted the amount of 

$63,182,251 estimated as revenues, leaving a net budget for the Community College Operating Fund subject 

to tax levy of $10,472,000 (Tentative Local Sponsor’s Contribution). The total amount estimated for grants 

to be received by the Community College in 2026-2027 is $6,600,000; now, therefore be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that said 2026-2027 Tentative Community College Budget heretofore prepared and 

submitted by the County Executive and subsequently reviewed by the Ways and Means Committee as 

hereinafter set forth, be and the same hereby is adopted for 2026-2027 with no changes; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Adopted Operating Budget for Onondaga Community College for the fiscal 

year September 1, 2026, through August 31, 2027, in the amount of $73,654,251 with the County financial 

assistance of $10,472,000 be and hereby is approved; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the estimated grant activity in the Community College's 2026-2027 Annual Budget 

is $6,600,000; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that expenditures from this budget be made by the Board of Trustees of Onondaga 

Community College pursuant to the provisions of Resolution No. 111-1970 by this County Legislature and 

that such expenditures be subject to the terms and conditions of such appropriations and to such regulations 

regarding the custody, deposit, audit and payment thereof as this County Legislature may deem proper; and, 

be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the sum of $10,472,000 be included in the 2027 Annual County Budget in 

Appropriation Account 668750 Transfer to Community College Fund. Such sum represents the Local 

Sponsor’s (County of Onondaga) contribution to the Community College, and therefore the sum shall be 

subject to tax levy for Community College purposes and is hereby made a part of the tax levy for the County 

of Onondaga for the fiscal year January 1, 2027, to December 31, 2027; and, be it further 

 

 

 

 



OCC_2026-2027 Budget            RSO  

 RESOLVED, that this resolution evidences authorization for the execution of agreements and such 

other documents as may be reasonably necessary with other units of government involving items for which 

appropriations or revenues have been approved by adoption of this 2026-2027 Onondaga Community College 

Budget. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



OCC_Field Renovations            RSO 

June 2, 2026 

 

Motion Made By Mr. Brown RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 

 

 

AMENDING THE 2026 COUNTY BUDGET TO PAY IN THE FIRST INSTANCE COSTS 

ASSOCIATED WITH REPLACING THE ARTIFICIAL TURF BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL FIELDS 

AT ONONDAGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

 

 WHEREAS, the County of Onondaga (the “County”) is the duly authorized local sponsor of 

Onondaga Community College (the “College”) pursuant to Article 126 of the New York State Education 

Law, including Section 6302 thereof; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County of Onondaga as local sponsor of Onondaga Community College, has 

reviewed the proposed capital project consisting of replacing the artificial turf baseball and softball fields 

which first opened in 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the total estimated cost of said project is $1,600,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to applicable State guidelines, fifty percent (50%) of eligible project costs 

are anticipated to be reimbursed by the State of New York upon approval by the State University of New 

York and other appropriate State agencies; and 

 

WHEREAS, under Education Law Section 6304 and applicable regulations of the State University 

of New York, the local sponsor is responsible for providing the required local share of approved operating 

and/or capital costs of the College, subject to SUNY approval; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the County’s desire that the remaining fifty percent (50%) local sponsor share be 

funded by the Onondaga Community College Foundation Inc.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the use of such funds will satisfy all or a specified portion of the County’s local 

sponsor obligation for this Capital Project, and will not impair the County’s compliance with applicable 

provisions of the Education Law or SUNY regulations; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the County Legislature of the County of Onondaga hereby approves the proposed 

capital project for Onondaga Community College consisting of replacing the artificial turf baseball and 

softball fields; and, be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the County Legislature hereby approves and authorizes the use of Onondaga 

Community College Foundation Inc.’s alternative funding  in the amount of $800,000 to be applied toward 

the County’s local sponsor share for Onondaga Community College Baseball and Softball Field Repairs, 

subject to any required approvals of the State University of New York; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that such funding shall be deemed to constitute all or a portion of the County’s 

required local sponsor contribution for the referenced budget or project, consistent with Article 126 of the 

Education Law and SUNY regulations; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the County Executive is hereby authorized to execute any documents and take 

any actions necessary to effectuate this resolution, including coordination with the College Board of 

Trustees and SUNY as required; and, be it further 

 



OCC_Field Renovations            RSO 

 RESOLVED, that the 2026 County Budget is amended as follows: 

 

 

REVENUES: 

In Admin Unit 6100000000 

Onondaga Community College 

Speedtype# 380006 

In Project 561885 

Baseball and Softball Field Repairs 

In Account 590021 

State Aid Education  $ 800,000 

 

In Admin Unit 6100000000 

Onondaga Community College 

Speedtype# 380006 

In Project 561885 

Baseball and Softball Field Repairs 

In Account 590057 

Other Misc Revenues  $ 800,000 

 

 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

In Admin Unit 6100000000 

Onondaga Community College 

Speedtype# 380006 

Baseball and Softball Field Repairs 

In Account 673550 

Construction Costs                                        $1,600,000 
 

 

 

 



WEP_Approving Improvements to Sanitary District            RSO 

June 2, 2026 

  

Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen      RESOLUTION NO.  ___________ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY 

DISTRICT IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 260 of June 5, 1978, adopted pursuant to Section 11.82 of the 

Onondaga County Administrative Code, the County Legislature dissolved all existing Sanitary and 

Treatment Plant Districts of the County and established as successor thereto, the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, effective January 1, 1979; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Water Environment Protection of said County, pursuant to the 

Onondaga County Administrative Code, has prepared and submitted to said County Legislature, various 

reports (collectively, the “Report”), duly approved by the County Executive, in connection with proposed 

improvements to the Onondaga County Sanitary District consisting of the following, with maximum 

estimated costs to be bond financed unless otherwise indicated:   

a. Comprehensive Asset Renewal at Metro WWTP - $2,500,000 (engineering expenses in connection 

with UV System Replacement Project). Previously authorized $2,155,000 in connection with this 

overall project bringing the maximum estimated cost to $4,655,000. 

 

b. Department-Wide Mechanical, Electrical & Process Improvements - $675,000. Previously 

authorized $16,201,523 in connection with this overall project bringing the maximum estimated 

cost to $16,876,523. 

 

c. Department-Wide Building & Site Improvements - $1,430,000.  Previously authorized 

$13,073,999 in connection with this overall project bringing the maximum estimated cost to 

$14,503,999. 

 

d. Baldwinsville-Seneca Knolls & Oak Orchard Oxygen System Replacement - $12,500,000 

Previously authorized $1,577,838 in connection with this overall project bringing the maximum 

estimated cost to $14,077,838. 

 

e. Metro WWTP 1978 Plant Annex Asset Renewal - $2,000,000 (Harbor Brook Pump Station). 

Previously authorized $87,711,813 in connection with this overall project bringing the maximum 

estimated cost to $89,711,813. 

 

f. Wastewater Transportation System Improvements - $13,700,000. Previously authorized 

$32,491,000 in connection with this overall project bringing the maximum estimated cost to 

$46,191,000. 

 

g. Wetzel Road WWTP - $400,000 (engineering expenses for primary clarifier and chemical bulk 

storage improvements).  Previously authorized $875,000 in connection with this overall project 

bringing the maximum estimated cost to $1,275,000. 

 

h. Replace Rotary Drum Thickeners at Meadowbrook Limestone WWTP and Brewerton WWTP - 

$16,500,000. Previously authorized $650,000 in connection with this overall project bringing the 

maximum estimated cost to $17,150,000. 
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in and for said County, all as more fully set forth in the Report; and 

WHEREAS, this County Legislature duly adopted a resolution on May 5, 2026, calling a public 

hearing on the foregoing matter to be held in the Legislative Chambers in the County Court House, in 

Syracuse, New York on May 18, 2026, at 3 P.M., prevailing time; and 

 

WHEREAS, said public hearing was duly held at the time and place aforesaid, at which all persons 

interested were heard; and 

WHEREAS, this County Legislature has given due consideration to the aforesaid Report and the 

evidence given at said public hearing; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, by the County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

Section 1. Based upon the proceedings heretofore had and taken, it is hereby found and 

determined that it is necessary and in the public interest to undertake the proposed improvements described 

in the preambles hereof for the Onondaga County Sanitary district at the estimated maximum costs set forth 

above, and that said improvements will be of special benefit to all of the real property included within the 

limits of the District.   

Section 2. A certified copy of this resolution shall be recorded in the office of the County 

Clerk and when so recorded shall be presumptive evidence of the regularity of the determinations herein 

contained.  The Clerk of the County Legislature is hereby authorized and directed to cause a notice of such 

recording once in the official newspaper of said County in the manner provided by law. 

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

ADOPTED:      AYES __________     NAYS ____________ ABSENT ____________ 

 

 

APPROVED: _______________________________ 

 County Executive  
 



NOTICE OF RECORDING OF FINAL DETERMINATION APPROVING $55,750,000 OF 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to subdivision b of Section 11.55 of the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, a certified copy of the final determination of the County Legislature of the County of 

Onondaga, New York, relating to the proposed improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District, 

consisting of the following: 

a. Comprehensive Asset Renewal at Metro WWTP - $2,500,000 (engineering expenses in connection 

with UV System Replacement Project) 

b. Department-Wide Mechanical, Electrical & Process Improvements - $675,000 

c.  Department-Wide Building & Site Improvements - $1,430,000 

d.  Baldwinsville-Seneca Knolls & Oak Orchard Oxygen System Replacement - $12,500,000 

e. Metro WWTP 1978 Plant Annex Asset Renewal - $2,000,000 (Harbor Brook Pump Station) 

f. Wastewater Transportation System Improvements - $13,700,000  

g. Wetzel Road WWTP - $400,000 (engineering expenses for primary clarifier and chemical bulk 

storage improvements) 

h. Replace Rotary Drum Thickeners at Meadowbrook Limestone WWTP and Brewerton WWTP - 

$16,500,000 

has been duly recorded in the office of the County Clerk of said County on June 2, 2026. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

 June 2, 2026. 

BY ORDER OF THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF 

THE COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK 

 

 

By _________________________________________ 

Clerk, County Legislature 

 

 



  

 

 

 

Thomas E. Myers 

E tmyers@orrick.com 

D +1 212 506 5212 

F +1 212 506 5151 

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 

51  W est 52nd Street   
New York, NY 10019-6142 

+1 212 506 5000 

orrick.com 

4155-5585-2392 

 

May 7, 2026 

VIA E-MAIL (danmulvihill@ongov.net) 

Mr. Dan Mulvihill 
Administrative Officer 
County of Onondaga 
John H. Mulroy Civic Center 
421 Montgomery Street 
Syracuse, NY  13202 
 
Re:  County of Onondaga, New York 
  Onondaga County Sanitary District  
  Orrick File:  42427-2-550 
 
Dear Dan: 
 
We have drafted the following for the above: 

1. Suggested form for the resolution authorizing the proposed improvements. 

2. Notice of recording of such resolution. 

3. Suggested form of bond resolution for each project. 

4. Form of Legal Notice of Estoppels. 

Item 1 should be adopted by a majority vote of the total voting strength of the County Legislature. 

You should proceed with item 2 in your usual manner. 

Item 3 must each be adopted by the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the total voting strength of 
the County Legislature. 

Item 4 should be published as soon as possible after the bond resolutions are adopted. 

As soon as available you should furnish us with the following via email (pdf) (we no longer require 
originals to be mailed to our office): 

(a) An originally certified copy of the resolution calling for the Legislative public hearing. 

(b) An affidavit of publication of the notice of public hearing. 

(c) An originally certified copy of item 1 above. 

(d) An original printer’s affidavit of publication of item 2 above. 

  



Mr. Dan Mulvihill  
April 7, 2026 
Page 2 

 

 
 

(e) An originally certified copy of item 3 above. 

(f) An original printer’s affidavit of publication of the Legal Notice of Estoppel. 

With best wishes, 

Very truly yours, 

Tom 
Thomas E. Myers 
TEM/es 
Enclosures 

cc: Aaron Kohler (AaronKohler@ongov.net) 
Kristi Smiley (KristiSmiley@ongov.net) 
Cydney Johnson (CydneyJohnson@ongov.net) 
Tammy Barber (TammyBarber@ongov.net) 
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June 2, 2026 

  

Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 

 

 

BOND RESOLUTION 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $12,500,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, by proceedings heretofore duly had and taken pursuant to the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, the County of Onondaga has approved the improvements described herein for the 

Onondaga County Sanitary District; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the financing of said improvements; now, therefore be 

it 

 

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

 

Section 1. Baldwinsville-Seneca Knolls & Oak Orchard Oxygen System Replacement in and 

for the County Sanitary District is hereby authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $12,500,000 and there 

are hereby authorized to be issued $12,500,000 bonds of said County pursuant to the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. This is a separate phase of a project previously authorized at a maximum estimated cost of 

$1,577,838 which brings the total maximum estimated cost of the overall project to $14,077,838. 

 

Section 2. The maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid is $12,500,000, and the plan for the 

financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of the $12,500,000 bonds of said County herein authorized. 

 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid 

specific object or purpose is forty years, pursuant to subdivision 4 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the 

Local Finance Law.  

 

Section 4. The faith and credit of said County of Onondaga, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively 

become due and payable.  There shall annually be assessed upon the taxable real property in said Sanitary 

District in the manner provided by law, an amount sufficient to pay said principal and interest as the same 

become due and payable, but if not paid from such source, all the taxable real property within said County 

shall be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Chief Fiscal Officer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

 

Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein 

authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations 

prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, 

and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be 
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determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain 

substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall 

otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, as the Chief Fiscal Officer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

 

Section 7. The Chief Fiscal Officer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to 

execute a project finance agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments 

thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or 

purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and, or note issue of said County in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

 

Section 8. The County Executive is authorized to enter into contracts to implement the intent 

of this resolution.   

 

Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting 

such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

 

Section 10. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are 

reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to 

the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

 

Section 11. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary 

form in The Post Standard, the official newspaper of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of 

the County Legislature in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

 

 

ADOPTED:      AYES ___________      NAYS ____________ ABSENT ____________ 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

 County Executive 



LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The bond resolution, summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on June 2, 2026, 

and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter contested only if such 

obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the County of Onondaga, New York, is not 

authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 

date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this notice, or 

such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.   

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is available for public inspection during 

regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature for a period of twenty days from 

the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

June 2, 2026. 

________________________________________ 

Clerk, County Legislature 

 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JUNE 2, 2026. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $12,500,000 BONDS OF THE 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND 

FOR SAID COUNTY. 

Objects or purposes: Increase and improvement of the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, consisting of Baldwinsville-Seneca Knolls & Oak 

Orchard Oxygen System Replacement 

Maximum estimated cost: $12,500,000 

Period of probable usefulness:  40 years 

Amount of obligations to be issued: $12,500,000 bonds 
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June 2, 2026 

  

Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen  RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,430,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, by proceedings heretofore duly had and taken pursuant to the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, the County of Onondaga has approved the improvements described herein for the 

Onondaga County Sanitary District; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the financing of said improvements; now, therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

Section 1. Department-Wide Building & Site Improvements in and for the County Sanitary 

District is hereby authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $1,430,000; and there are hereby authorized to 

be issued $1,430,000 bonds of said County pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law. This is a 

separate phase of a project previously authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $13,073,999 which brings 

the total maximum estimated cost of the overall project to $14,503,999. 

Section 2. The maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid is $1,430,000, and the plan for the 

financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of the $1,430,000 bonds of said County herein authorized. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid class 

of objects or purposes is forty years, pursuant to subdivision 4 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local 

Finance Law.  

Section 4. The faith and credit of said County of Onondaga, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively 

become due and payable.  There shall annually be assessed upon the taxable real property in said Sanitary 

District in the manner provided by law, an amount sufficient to pay said principal and interest as the same 

become due and payable, but if not paid from such source, all the taxable real property within said County 

shall be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Chief Fiscal Officer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein 

authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations 

prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, 

and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be 

determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain 

substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall 
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otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, as the Chief Fiscal Officer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

Section 7. The Chief Fiscal Officer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to 

execute a project finance agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments 

thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or 

purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and, or note issue of said County in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

Section 8. The County Executive is authorized to enter into contracts to implement the intent 

of this resolution.   

Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting 

such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 10. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2. Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are 

reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to 

the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 11. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary 

form in The Post Standard, the official newspaper of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of 

the County Legislature in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

 

ADOPTED:        AYES __________      NAYS ____________ ABSENT ____________ 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

 County Executive 

 

 



LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The bond resolution, summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on June 2, 2026, 

and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter contested only if such 

obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the County of Onondaga, New York, is not 

authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 

date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this notice, or 

such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.   

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is available for public inspection during 

regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature for a period of twenty days from 

the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

June 2, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 

 Clerk, County Legislature 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JUNE 2, 2026. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,430,000 BONDS OF THE 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND 

FOR SAID COUNTY. 

Objects or purposes: Increase and improvement of the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, consisting of Department-Wide Building & Site 

Improvements 

Maximum estimated cost: $1,430,000 

Period of probable usefulness:  40 years 

Amount of obligations to be issued: $1,430,000 bonds 
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Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen      RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $675,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, by proceedings heretofore duly had and taken pursuant to the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, the County of Onondaga has approved the improvements described herein for the 

Onondaga County Sanitary District; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the financing of said improvements; now, therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

Section 1. Department-Wide Mechanical, Electrical & Process Improvements in and for the 

County Sanitary District is hereby authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $675,000 and there are hereby 

authorized to be issued $675,000 bonds of said County pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

This is a separate phase of a project previously authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $16,201,523 which 

brings the total maximum estimated cost of the overall project to $16,876,523. 

Section 2. The maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid is $675,000, and the plan for the 

financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of the $675,000 bonds of said County herein authorized. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid class 

of objects or purposes is thirty years, pursuant to subdivision 4 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local 

Finance Law.  

Section 4. The faith and credit of said County of Onondaga, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively 

become due and payable.  There shall annually be assessed upon the taxable real property in said Sanitary 

District in the manner provided by law, an amount sufficient to pay said principal and interest as the same 

become due and payable, but if not paid from such source, all the taxable real property within said County 

shall be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Chief Fiscal Officer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein 

authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations 

prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, 

and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be 

determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain 

substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall 
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otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, as the Chief Fiscal Officer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

Section 7. The Chief Fiscal Officer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to 

execute a project finance agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments 

thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or 

purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and, or note issue of said County in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

Section 8. The County Executive is authorized to enter into contracts to implement the intent 

of this resolution.   

Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting 

such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 10. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are 

reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to 

the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 11. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary 

form in The Post Standard, the official newspaper of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of 

the County Legislature in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

 

ADOPTED:       AYES __________        NAYS ____________ ABSENT ____________ 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

 County Executive 

 

 



LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The bond resolution, summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on June 2, 2026, 

and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter contested only if such 

obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the County of Onondaga, New York, is not 

authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 

date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this notice, or 

such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.   

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is available for public inspection during 

regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature for a period of twenty days from 

the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

June 2, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 

 Clerk, County Legislature 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JUNE 2, 2026. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $675,000 BONDS OF THE 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND 

FOR SAID COUNTY. 

Objects or purposes: Increase and improvement of the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, consisting of Department-Wide Mechanical, Electrical 

& Process Improvements 

Maximum estimated cost: $675,000 

Period of probable usefulness:  30 years 

Amount of obligations to be issued: $675,000 bonds 
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Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen                RESOLUTION NO._____________ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,000,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, by proceedings heretofore duly had and taken pursuant to the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, the County of Onondaga has approved the improvements described herein for the 

Onondaga County Sanitary District; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the financing of said improvements; now, therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

Section 1. Metro WWTP 1978 Plant Annex Asset Renewal (Harbor Brook Pump Station) in 

and for the County Sanitary District is hereby authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $2,000,000 and 

there are hereby authorized to be issued $2,000,000 bonds of said County pursuant to the provisions of the 

Local Finance Law. This is a separate phase of a project previously authorized at a maximum estimated cost 

of $87,711,813 which brings the total maximum estimated cost of the overall project to $89,741,813. 

Section 2. The maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid is $2,000,000, and the plan for the 

financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of the $2,000,000 bonds of said County herein authorized. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid 

specific object or purpose is forty years, pursuant to subdivision 4 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the 

Local Finance Law.  

Section 4. The faith and credit of said County of Onondaga, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively 

become due and payable.  There shall annually be assessed upon the taxable real property in said Sanitary 

District in the manner provided by law, an amount sufficient to pay said principal and interest as the same 

become due and payable, but if not paid from such source, all the taxable real property within said County 

shall be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Chief Fiscal Officer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein 

authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations 

prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, 

and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be 

determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain 

substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall 
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otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, as the Chief Fiscal Officer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

Section 7. The Chief Fiscal Officer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to 

execute a project finance agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments 

thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or 

purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and, or note issue of said County in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

Section 8. The County Executive is authorized to enter into contracts to implement the intent 

of this resolution.   

Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting 

such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 10. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.1502.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are 

reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to 

the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 11. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary 

form in The Post Standard, the official newspaper of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of 

the County Legislature in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

ADOPTED:        AYES __________     NAYS ____________ ABSENT ___________ 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

 County Executive 

 



 LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The bond resolution, summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on June 2, 2026, 

and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter contested only if such 

obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the County of Onondaga, New York, is not 

authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 

date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this notice, or 

such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.   

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is available for public inspection during 

regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature for a period of twenty days from 

the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

June 2, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 

 Clerk, County Legislature 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JUNE 2, 2026. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,000,000 BONDS OF THE 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND 

FOR SAID COUNTY. 

Objects or purposes: Increase and improvement of the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, consisting of Metro WWTP 1978 Plant Annex Asset 

Renewal (Harbor Brook Pump Station) 

Maximum estimated cost: $2,000,000 

Period of probable usefulness:  40 years 

Amount of obligations to be issued: $2,000,000 bonds 
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June 2, 2026 

  

Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen                RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,500,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, by proceedings heretofore duly had and taken pursuant to the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, the County of Onondaga has approved the improvements described herein for the 

Onondaga County Sanitary District; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the financing of said improvements; now, therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

Section 1.  Comprehensive Asset Renewal at Metro WWTP (engineering expenses in 

connection with UV System Replacement Project) in and for said County Sanitary District is hereby 

authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $2,500,000 and there are hereby authorized to be issued 

$2,500,000 bonds of said County pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law. This is a separate phase 

of a project previously authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $2,155,000 which brings the total maximum 

estimated cost of the overall project to $4,655,000. 

Section 2. The maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid object or purpose is $2,500,000, and 

the plan for the financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of the $2,500,000 bonds of said County herein 

authorized. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid 

specific object or purpose is five years, pursuant to subdivision 62 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the 

Local Finance Law.  

Section 4. The faith and credit of said County of Onondaga, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively 

become due and payable.  There shall annually be assessed upon the taxable real property in said Sanitary 

District in the manner provided by law, an amount sufficient to pay said principal and interest as the same 

become due and payable, but if not paid from such source, all the taxable real property within said County 

shall be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Chief Fiscal Officer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein 

authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations 

prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, 

and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be 
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determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain 

substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall 

otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, as the Chief Fiscal Officer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

Section 7. The Chief Fiscal Officer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to 

execute a project finance agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments 

thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or 

purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and, or note issue of said County in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

Section 8. The County Executive is authorized to enter into contracts to implement the intent 

of this resolution.   

Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting 

such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 10. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are 

reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to 

the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 11. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary 

form in The Post Standard, the official newspaper of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of 

the County Legislature in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

 

ADOPTED:        AYES __________      NAYS ____________ ABSENT ____________ 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

County Executive  



LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The bond resolution, summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on June 2, 2026, 

and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter contested only if such 

obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the County of Onondaga, New York, is not 

authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 

date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this notice, or 

such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.   

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is available for public inspection during 

regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature for a period of twenty days from 

the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

June 2, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 

 Clerk, County Legislature 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JUNE 2, 2026. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,500,000 BONDS OF THE 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND 

FOR SAID COUNTY. 

Objects or purposes: Increase and improvement of the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, consisting of Comprehensive Asset Renewal at Metro 

WWTP (engineering expenses in connection with UV System 

Replacement Project) 

Maximum estimated cost: $2,500,000 

Period of probable usefulness:  5 years 

Amount of obligations to be issued: $2,500,000 bonds 
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June 2, 2026 

  

Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen   RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $16,500,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, by proceedings heretofore duly had and taken pursuant to the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, the County of Onondaga has approved the improvements described herein for the 

Onondaga County Sanitary District; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the financing of said improvements; now, therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

Section 1. Replacement of Rotary Drum Thickeners at Meadowbrook Limestone WWTP and 

Brewerton WWTP is hereby authorized in and for the County Sanitary District at a maximum estimated 

cost of $16,500,000 and there are hereby authorized to be issued $16,500,000 bonds of said County pursuant 

to the provisions of the Local Finance Law. This is a separate phase of a project previously authorized at a 

maximum estimated cost of $650,000 which brings the total maximum estimated cost of the overall project to 

$17,150,000. 

Section 2. The maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid is $16,500,000, and the plan for the 

financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of the $16,500,000 bonds of said County herein authorized. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid 

specific object or purpose is forty years, pursuant to subdivision 4 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the 

Local Finance Law.  

Section 4. The faith and credit of said County of Onondaga, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively 

become due and payable.  There shall annually be assessed upon the taxable real property in said Sanitary 

District in the manner provided by law, an amount sufficient to pay said principal and interest as the same 

become due and payable, but if not paid from such source, all the taxable real property within said County 

shall be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Chief Fiscal Officer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein 

authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations 

prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, 

and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be 

determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain 
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substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall 

otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, as the Chief Fiscal Officer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

Section 7. The Chief Fiscal Officer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to 

execute a project finance agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments 

thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or 

purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and, or note issue of said County in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

Section 8. The County Executive is authorized to enter into contracts to implement the intent 

of this resolution.   

Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting 

such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 10. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are 

reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to 

the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 11. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary 

form in The Post Standard, the official newspaper of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of 

the County Legislature in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

ADOPTED:       AYES __________    NAYS ____________ ABSENT ____________ 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

 County Executive  

 



LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The bond resolution, summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on June 2, 2026, 

and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter contested only if such 

obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the County of Onondaga, New York, is not 

authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 

date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this notice, or 

such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.   

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is available for public inspection during 

regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature for a period of twenty days from 

the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

June 2, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 

 Clerk, County Legislature 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JUNE 2, 2026. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $16,500,000 BONDS OF THE 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND 

FOR SAID COUNTY. 

Objects or purposes: Increase and improvement of the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, consisting the replacement of Rotary Drum Thickeners 

at Meadowbrook Limestone WWTP and Brewerton WWTP 

Maximum estimated cost: $16,500,000 

Period of probable usefulness:  40 years 

Amount of obligations to be issued: $16,500,000 bonds 
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June 2, 2026 

  

Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen           RESOLUTION NO. ______________  

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $13,700,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, by proceedings heretofore duly had and taken pursuant to the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, the County of Onondaga has approved the improvements described herein for the 

Onondaga County Sanitary District; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the financing of said improvements; now, therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

Section 1. Wastewater Transportation System Improvements are hereby authorized in and for 

the County Sanitary District at a maximum estimated cost of $13,700,000 and there are hereby authorized 

to be issued $13,700,000 bonds of said County pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law. This is a 

separate phase of a project previously authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $32,491,000 which brings 

the total maximum estimated cost of the overall project to $46,191,000. 

Section 2. The maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid is $13,700,000, and the plan for the 

financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of the $13,700,000 bonds of said County herein authorized. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid class 

of objects or purposes is forty years, pursuant to subdivision 4 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local 

Finance Law.  

Section 4. The faith and credit of said County of Onondaga, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively 

become due and payable.  There shall annually be assessed upon the taxable real property in said Sanitary 

District in the manner provided by law, an amount sufficient to pay said principal and interest as the same 

become due and payable, but if not paid from such source, all the taxable real property within said County 

shall be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Chief Fiscal Officer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein 

authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations 

prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, 

and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be 

determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain 

substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall 
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otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, as the Chief Fiscal Officer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

Section 7. The Chief Fiscal Officer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to 

execute a project finance agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments 

thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or 

purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and, or note issue of said County in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

Section 8. The County Executive is authorized to enter into contracts to implement the intent 

of this resolution.   

Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting 

such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 10. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are 

reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to 

the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 11. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary 

form in The Post Standard, the official newspaper of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of 

the County Legislature in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

ADOPTED:       AYES __________     NAYS ____________ ABSENT ____________ 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

 County Executive  

 



LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The bond resolution, summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on June 2, 2026, 

and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter contested only if such 

obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the County of Onondaga, New York, is not 

authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 

date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this notice, or 

such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.   

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is available for public inspection during 

regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature for a period of twenty days from 

the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

June 2, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 

 Clerk, County Legislature 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JUNE 2, 2026. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $13,700,000 BONDS OF THE 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND 

FOR SAID COUNTY. 

Objects or purposes: Increase and improvement of the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, consisting of Wastewater Transportation System 

Improvements  

Maximum estimated cost: $13,700,000 

Period of probable usefulness:  40 years 

Amount of obligations to be issued: $13,700,000 bonds 
 



















June 2, 2026 

  

Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen               RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $400,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, by proceedings heretofore duly had and taken pursuant to the Onondaga County 

Administrative Code, the County of Onondaga has approved the improvements described herein for the 

Onondaga County Sanitary District; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the financing of said improvements; now, therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the 

County Legislature of the County of Onondaga, New York, as follows: 

Section 1. Wetzel Road WWTP, consisting of engineering expenses for primary clarifier and 

chemical bulk storage improvements, are hereby authorized in and for the County Sanitary District at a 

maximum estimated cost of $400,000 and there are hereby authorized to be issued $400,000 bonds of said 

County pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law. This is a separate phase of a project previously 

authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $875,000 which brings the total maximum estimated cost of the 

overall project to $1,275,000. 

Section 2. The maximum estimated cost of the aforesaid is $400,000, and the plan for the 

financing thereof shall consist of the issuance of the $400,000 bonds of said County herein authorized. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid 

specific object or purpose is five years, pursuant to subdivision 62 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the 

Local Finance Law.  

Section 4. The faith and credit of said County of Onondaga, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively 

become due and payable.  There shall annually be assessed upon the taxable real property in said Sanitary 

District in the manner provided by law, an amount sufficient to pay said principal and interest as the same 

become due and payable, but if not paid from such source, all the taxable real property within said County 

shall be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the 

issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein 

authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal 

officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be 

prescribed by said Chief Fiscal Officer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 6. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein 

authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations 

prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, 

and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be 

determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer, the chief fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain 



substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall 

otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, as the Chief Fiscal Officer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Finance Law. 

Section 7. The Chief Fiscal Officer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to 

execute a project finance agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments 

thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or 

purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and, or note issue of said County in 

the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

Section 8. The County Executive is authorized to enter into contracts to implement the intent 

of this resolution.   

Section 9. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this 

resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting 

such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 10. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are 

reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to 

the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 11. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary 

form in The Post Standard, the official newspaper of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of 

the County Legislature in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

ADOPTED:        AYES __________      NAYS ____________ ABSENT ____________ 

APPROVED: ____________________________________ 

 County Executive  

 



LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The bond resolution, summary of which is published herewith, has been adopted on June 2, 2026, 

and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be hereafter contested only if such 

obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the County of Onondaga, New York, is not 

authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which should have been complied with as of the 

date of publication of this notice were not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 

contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of publication of this notice, or 

such obligations were authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.   

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is available for public inspection during 

regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature for a period of twenty days from 

the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Syracuse, New York, 

June 2, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 

 Clerk, County Legislature 

BOND RESOLUTION DATED JUNE 2, 2026. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $400,000 BONDS OF THE 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, NEW YORK, TO PAY COSTS OF CERTAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ONONDAGA COUNTY SANITARY DISTRICT IN AND 

FOR SAID COUNTY. 

Objects or purposes: Increase and improvement of the Onondaga County Sanitary 

District, consisting of Wetzel Road WWTP engineering 

expenses for primary clarifier and chemical bulk storage 

improvements 

Maximum estimated cost: $400,000 

Period of probable usefulness:  5 years 

Amount of obligations to be issued: $400,000 bonds 
 























LOCAL LAW NO. ____ – 2026 

 

A LOCAL LAW TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF VULNERABLE ROAD USERS IN 

ONONDAGA COUNTY 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.  Title.  

 

This local law shall be known as the “Cyclist Yielding and Clearance Lane for Everyone 

Safety Act” and referred to as the “Onondaga CYCLE Safety Act.”  

 

Section 2. Purpose.  

 

The County of Onondaga has a responsibility to protect the health, safety, and welfare of 

its residents. This Legislature finds many Onondaga County residents use our roadways for 

walking, running, bicycling and recognizes these bicyclists, pedestrians, and other vulnerable road 

users often need to share roadways with motor vehicles out of necessity. This Legislature 

acknowledges these users are susceptible to the actions of motor vehicle operators who can pose a 

threat to their health and safety. Therefore, this Legislature finds it necessary to establish a 

minimum passing distance for motor vehicles approaching or passing vulnerable road users, and 

to penalize those who disregard their safety.  

 

Section 3.  Definitions.  

 

As used in this local law, the following term shall have the meanings indicated:  

 

A. “Vulnerable Road User” (“VRU”) shall mean any of the following:  

1. A pedestrian, including: 

a. An individual walking or jogging on or along a roadway. 

b. An individual in a wheelchair, or other device designed for and used by 

a person whose mobility is limited by one or more conditions or 

functional impairments;  

c. An individual with a service animal, including the animal itself;  

d. An individual waiting to board, or just having disembarked, any bus, 

shuttle, taxicab, ride share, or bicycle share; 

e. Any other individuals existing upon a roadway and outside of any 

vehicles;  

2. Any individual(s) on a bicycle, e-bicycle, motor-assisted bicycle, or other 

nonmotorized modes of transportation such as roller skates, rollerblades, roller 

skis, skateboard, longboard, or unicycle;  

3.  Any rider of a horse or other animal, including the animal itself;  

4. An individual who is not in or on a motor vehicle, streetcar or other motor 

vehicle running only upon rails, motorized snow vehicle, traction engine, farm 

tractor, self-propelled instrument of husbandry, or roadbuilding machine;  



 

Section 4.  Minimum Passing Distance Required.  

 

The operator of a motor vehicle approaching or overtaking a VRU on the same side of the 

road, shall pass only to the left of a VRU and shall provide not less than three (3) feet of distance 

around a VRU.  

 

Section 5.  Compliance with Other Laws.  

 

Motor vehicle operators shall comply with this local law to the extent practicable and 

permitted pursuant to other applicable law, including but not limited to, New York Vehicle and 

Traffic Law §§ 1122-a, 1124, 1125, and 1126. 

 

 This local law shall not apply on roads with clearly-marked usable bicycle lanes, as defined 

by New York Vehicle and Traffic Law § 102-a. 

 

Section 6.  Enforcement.  

 

This local law may be enforced by all duly authorized law enforcement entities within 

Onondaga County, including but not limited to: Onondaga County Sheriff’s Department, Syracuse 

Police Department, town and village police departments, and university departments of public 

safety. 

 

Section 7.  Penalties.  

 

Any person committing an offense of Section 4 shall be guilty of a violation and subject to 

a fine not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for a first offense, five hundred dollars 

($500.00) for a second offense, and one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) for a third and 

any subsequent offense(s). This section does not preclude an individual from being charged with, 

convicted of, or punished for any other violation(s) of law.  

 

Section 8.  Applicability.  

 

This local law shall apply to all actions occurring on or after the effective date. 

 

Section 9.  Severability.  

 

If any section, subdivision, clause, paragraph, sentence, or part of this law, or the 

application thereof, shall be rendered by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal, or 

unenforceable, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, 

and shall be confined in its operation to the section, subdivision, clause, paragraph, sentence, or 

part of this law, or the application thereof, specific to the controversy in which such court order or 

judgment is rendered.  

 

 

Section 10. SEQRA Compliance. 



 

 This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a Type II action pursuant 

to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, and that no further action thereunder is required. 

 

Section 11.  Effective Date.  

 

This local law shall be filed pursuant to the provisions of Municipal Home Rule Law, and 

shall take effect ninety (90) days after filing with the Secretary of State. 

 

 



LOCAL LAW NO. ____ - 2026 

 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 205 OF THE ONONDAGA COUNTY CHARTER 

REGARDING VACANCIES IN THE ONONDAGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF ONONDAGA, 

AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Purpose and Intent 

 

The purpose of this local law is to amend the Onondaga County Charter to change how 

vacancies in the County Legislature are filled. This amendment gives the County Legislature the 

power to appoint a replacement, who will then serve until the next possible election, when voters 

will choose who fills the seat for the rest of the term. 

 

Section 2. Amendments. 

 

(a) Section 205 of the Onondaga County Charter, entitled VACANCIES, is hereby amended 

to read as follows: 

 

§ 205. Vacancies. 

 

“A vacancy in the county legislature shall be filled by appointment by the County 

Legislature. Such appointment shall require a majority vote of the County Legislature. 

 

The person so appointed shall possess all the qualifications required of members of the 

county legislature as set forth in this Charter, and shall serve until the next general election 

after such vacancy occurs. At such election, the vacancy shall be filled for the remainder 

of the unexpired term. 

 

Any vacancy in any committee of the county legislature shall be filled by appointment by 

the permanent chairman of said county legislature." 

 

Section 3. Proposition. The form of the proposition to be submitted to the electors of 

Onondaga County at the next general election shall be as follows: 

 

(a) Descriptive Title. 

 

MODIFYING THE PROCESS FOR FILLING VACANCIES IN THE ONONDAGA 

COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 

(b) Ballot Proposal Text Summary: “Removes the County Executive’s sole authority to fill a 

vacancy on the Legislature, and designates the Legislature, through a majority vote, as the 

appointing authority.” 

 

 



(c) Voting. 

 

Voting “Yes” designates the Legislature as the appointing authority to fill vacancies on the 

Legislature.  

 

Voting “No” keeps in place the County Executive’s authority to fill vacancies on the 

Legislature. 

 

Section 4. Severability. 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Charter Amendment shall be 

adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the judgment shall not affect, impair 

or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 

paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which the judgment shall 

have been rendered. 

 

Section 5. Effective Date. 

 

This local law shall be submitted to the electors of Onondaga County at the next general 

election occurring in November 2026, pursuant to the applicable provisions of Municipal Home 

Rule Law and the Onondaga County Charter, and shall effect immediately upon approval of the 

electors of Onondaga County.  



LOCAL LAW NO. ___ - 2026 

 

AMENDING THE ONONDAGA COUNTY CHARTER TO IMPOSE A TERM LIMIT ON THE 

OFFICE OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF ONONDAGA 

COUNTY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Purpose. 

 

The purpose of this Local Law is to amend the Onondaga County Charter to establish a limit on the 

number of consecutive terms an individual may serve as County Executive. 

 

Section 2. Amendment to Section 301 of the Onondaga County Charter. 

 

Section 301 of the Onondaga County Charter, entitled “THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE; 

ELECTION; TERM; QUALIFICATIONS,” is hereby amended to add the following final paragraphs 

thereto: 

 

Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in this Charter or Administrative Code, commencing 

with the first general election for County Executive held after January 1, 2027, no person shall be 

eligible to be elected to or serve as County Executive for more than three (3) consecutive four-year 

terms. 

 

Years served prior to the first day of January next following the first general election for County 

Executive held after January 1, 2027, shall not be counted in calculating the number of consecutive 

terms a County Executive has served. Service for a partial term as County Executive shall not be 

counted in calculating the three consecutive four-year terms. 

 

Section 3. Proposition. 

 

The form of the proposition to be submitted to the electors of Onondaga County at the next general 

election shall be as follows: 

 

(a) Descriptive Title: 

 

IMPOSING TERM LIMITS ON THE OFFICE OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

 

(b) Ballot Proposal Text Summary: “Imposing a limit of three (3) consecutive four-year terms on 

the office of County Executive, effective the first general election after January 1, 2027.” 

 

(c) Voting: 

 

Voting “Yes” imposes term limits of three consecutive four-year terms. 

Voting “No” leaves the office without term limits. 

 

Section 4. Severability. 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Local Law shall be adjudged by a court 

of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder 



thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part thereof 

directly involved in the controversy. 

 

Section 5. Effective Date. 

 

This Local Law shall be submitted to the electors of Onondaga County at the next general election 

occurring in November 2026, pursuant to the applicable provisions of Municipal Home Rule Law and the 

Onondaga County Charter, and shall take effect immediately upon approval of the electors of Onondaga 

County. 



LOCAL LAW NO. ___ – 2026 

 

AMENDING SECTION 207 OF THE ONONDAGA COUNTY CHARTER AND SECTION 

2.17 OF THE ONONDAGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO REVISE THE 

ONONDAGA COUNTY REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION TO ENSURE A FAIR AND 

OBJECTIVE PROCESS BY WHICH THE ONONDAGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

DISTRICTS ARE REAPPORTIONED 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.  Purpose and Intent 

 

The purpose of this Local Law is to ensure an objective, fair, and transparent 

reapportionment process by establishing an independent Reapportionment Commission. This 

local law amends the County Charter consistent with this intention of creating an Independent 

Citizens Redistricting Commission. 

 

Section 2.  Amendment of Section 207 of the Onondaga County Charter 

 

(a) Section 207 of the Onondaga County Charter is hereby amended to replace and add the 

following language: 

 

Section 207. Change In Districts. 

 

(a)  Definitions 

 

For purposes of Section 207 of the Onondaga County Charter, the following terms shall 

have the meanings set forth in this subsection: 

 

Commission means the Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission. 

 

Commission staff shall be staff hired by the Commission and shall not include 

any staff of the Onondaga County Legislature. 

 

Controlling person means an officer, director, manager, principal, or shareholder 

or member owning at least ten percent (10%) ownership of a legal entity. 

 

Day means a calendar day, except that if the final day of a period within which an 

act is to be performed is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday in which the County of 

Onondaga’s offices are closed, the period is extended to the next day that is not a 

Saturday, Sunday, or holiday in which the County’s offices are closed, in 

accordance with applicable New York State law. 

 

Spouse means one’s licensed marriage spouse, common law spouse, or 

recognized domestic partner. 



 

Substantial Neglect of Duty means that an individual has disregarded a manifest 

duty prescribed by this section intentionally, knowingly, or negligently. Missing 

half or more of the meetings in a three-month period constitutes a substantial 

neglect of duty. 

 

Panel means the Applicant Review Panel established pursuant to Section 

207(d)(4) of this Article. 

 

(b)  Procedure for Establishment of an Independent Citizens Redistricting 

Commission 

 

Not later than February 15 of a year ending in two (2) preceding each redistricting cycle, 

the Onondaga County Legislature shall authorize by resolution and/or local law an 

Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission made up of qualified electors who reside 

within the County to reconsider the boundaries of County Legislature districts. In 2032 

and each year following the year in which the national census is taken under the direction 

of Congress at the beginning of each decade, the Commission shall adjust the boundary 

lines of the seventeen (17) single-member districts in conformance with the standards and 

process set forth in this section. The Commission shall be fully established no later than 

February 15 in each year ending in the number two (2). 

 

The Commission shall not draw district lines at any other time, except if the districts must 

be redrawn because of: a judicial decision invalidating the then-existing district plan, in 

whole or in part; a change in the number of single-member districts made to the County 

Charter; or the date of County Legislature elections being moved. If the date of County 

Legislature elections is moved, the dates in this section shall be adjusted to ensure the 

Commission has sufficient time to draw the lines prior to the election date. 

 

The Commission, in its discretion, may adopt and publish internal rules of procedure 

consistent with federal, state, and local law. 

 

(c) Membership 

 

(1) Number of Members 

 

The Commission shall consist of fifteen (15) members. 

 

(2) Allocation by Voter Enrollment 

 

The fifteen (15) members shall be apportioned among the three (3) largest voter 

enrollment groups in Onondaga County, determined by enrollment status as 

reflected in the most recent official voter enrollment report published by the New 

York State Board of Elections as of February 1 of the year in which appointments 

to the Commission are made. For purposes of this section, “voter enrollment 



groups” shall include each political party and voters not enrolled in any political 

party. 

 

(3) Proportional Representation 

 

Seats on the Commission shall be allocated to each of the three (3) largest voter 

enrollment groups in proportion to each group’s share of the total number of 

registered voters in the County. 

 

(4) Method of Allocation 

 

The number of seats allocated to each voter enrollment group shall be determined 

by multiplying the total number of Commission seats by that group’s share of the 

total number of registered voters in the County and rounding to the nearest whole 

number. If rounding does not result in a total of fifteen (15) seats, the remaining 

seat or seats shall be assigned to the voter enrollment group or groups with the 

largest fractional remainder until all seats are allocated. 

 

(5) Tie-Breaking 

 

In the event of a tie in determining the three (3) largest voter enrollment groups, 

or in assigning any remaining seat or seats under Section 207(c)(4) of the 

Onondaga County Charter, the tie shall be resolved in favor of the group with the 

greater number of registered voters. If a tie still exists, the tie shall be resolved by 

lot at a public meeting. 

 

(6) Minimum Representation 

 

Each of the three (3) largest voter enrollment groups shall be allocated no fewer 

than three (3) members. 

 

(7) Geographic Representation (Required Minimums) 

 

The number of members allocated to each geographic region, as defined in 

Section 207(c)(8) of the Onondaga County Charter, shall be determined based on 

the share of registered voters residing in each region relative to the total number 

of registered voters in the County. The allocation shall be calculated by 

multiplying eight (8) by each region’s share of the total number of registered 

voters in the County. Each resulting figure shall be rounded to the nearest whole 

number. If rounding does not result in a total of eight (8) seats, the remaining seat 

or seats shall be assigned to the region or regions with the largest fractional 

remainder until all eight (8) seats are allocated. 

 

(8) Definition of Regions 

 



For purposes of this section, the regions of Onondaga County shall consist of the 

following municipalities. No municipality shall be divided between regions. 

 

(i) North Region 

 

Town of Clay 

Town of Cicero 

Town of Lysander 

Town of Salina 

 

(ii) West Region 

 

Town of Camillus 

Town of Geddes 

Town of Van Buren 

Town of Elbridge 

 

(iii) East Region 

 

Town of DeWitt 

Town of Manlius 

 

(iv) South Region 

 

Town of Onondaga 

Town of Marcellus 

Town of Skaneateles 

Town of Spafford 

Town of Fabius 

Town of Pompey 

Town of Tully 

Town of Otisco 

Town of LaFayette 

 

Villages shall be deemed included within the towns in which they are located. 

 

(v) City of Syracuse 

 

(9) Recalculation 

 

In the event population changes reflected in a subsequent federal decennial census 

materially alter the proportional distribution, allocations shall be recalculated in 

accordance with this section. 

 

(10) Requirements for Membership 

 



Each Commission member shall be a voter who: 

 

(i) has been continuously registered to vote in Onondaga County for at 

least five (5) years immediately preceding appointment; and 

 

(ii) has voted in at least three (3) of the last five (5) general elections 

immediately preceding application. 

 

(11) Term 

 

The term of office of each member shall expire upon the appointment of the first 

member of the succeeding Commission. Each member shall be entitled to serve 

such member’s term in office during good behavior and shall not be removed 

therefrom except for cause, and then only pursuant to Section 207(c)(14) of the 

Onondaga County Charter. 

 

(12) Compensation 

 

Members of the Panel and the Commission shall not be compensated for their 

service. However, members of the Panel and the Commission are eligible for 

reimbursement of reasonable and necessary personal expenses incurred in 

connection with their duties. Funding for the Commission shall be provided in 

accordance with Section 207(d)(8) of the Onondaga County Charter. 

 

(13) Quorum and Voting 

 

Nine (9) members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum. No official 

action shall be taken by the Commission except upon the affirmative vote of not 

fewer than ten (10) of its members. Members present shall not defeat quorum by 

abstention or failure to vote. 

 

(14) Vacancies and Removal 

 

(a)  Removal. A Commission member may be removed by the Commission for: 

failure to satisfy the Requirements for Membership established in Section 

207(c)(10) of the Onondaga County Charter; Conflict of Interest as described in 

Section 207(d)(2) of the Onondaga County Charter; substantial neglect of duty; 

gross misconduct in office; or inability to discharge duties. Removal shall require 

ten (10) affirmative votes of the Commission following written notice of the 

charges, a reasonable time to respond, and an opportunity to submit evidence at a 

public meeting of the Commission. 

 

(b) Vacancies. Vacancies on the Commission shall be filled by the remaining 

members of the Commission within fifteen (15) days from the remaining 

applicant pool. Appointments shall require nine (9) affirmative votes from the 

remaining Commission members. For the purposes of filing of vacancies only, 



notwithstanding other provisions to the contrary, the quorum and minimum 

affirmative votes required for appointments to fill vacancies on the Commission 

shall not be more than the number of remaining members of the Commission at 

the time of such vote. 

 

(15) Post-Service Restrictions 

 

Commission members shall be subject to post-service restrictions, including: a 

five (5) year prohibition on elective County office; and a three (3) year 

prohibition on appointed positions, paid consulting, or non-competitive contracts 

with the County. These restrictions apply to the member individually and to all 

entities for which the member is a controlling person. For purposes of this section, 

“paid consulting” means any compensated advisory or professional services 

arrangement with the County or any County agency, and “non-competitive 

contract” means any contract awarded without a formal competitive bidding 

process. 

 

(16) Activity of the Commission 

 

The Commission shall be inactive except as necessary to carry out its duties. 

The Commission’s duties shall include defending from challenge any certified 

redistricting plan approved by the Commission and adopted by the Legislature. 

Accordingly, the Commission shall remain active at least until the expiration of 

the time to timely challenge the final certified redistricting map approved by the 

Commission and adopted by the Legislature.  

 

(17) Legal Standing 

 

The Commission shall have Primary legal standing to defend any certified 

redistricting plan. The Commission shall retain independent legal counsel. The 

County Law Department may serve only upon request. Selection or removal of 

the Commission’s counsel shall require ten (10) affirmative votes by Commission 

members. 

 

(18) Commission Roles 

 

The Commission shall elect a Chair and Vice Chair from amongst the 

Commission’s members by affirmative vote of at least ten (10) members of the 

Commission. Said Commission Chair and Vice Chair shall be chosen from 

amongst the Commission’s members and shall not be members of the same 

political party. Both shall retain full voting rights. 

 

(19) Staff and Legal Counsel 

 

The Commission shall hire staff, legal counsel, and consultants as needed to 

support the Commission; provided, however, that compensation of such persons 



shall be limited to the period in which the Commission is active. The Commission 

shall establish clear criteria for the hiring and removal of these individuals, 

communication protocols, and a code of conduct. The Commission shall apply the 

conflicts of interest listed in Section 207(d)(2) of the Onondaga County Charter to 

the hiring of staff, legal counsel, and consultants. The Commission shall require 

that at least one of the legal counsel hired by the Commission has demonstrated 

extensive experience and expertise in implementation and enforcement of the 

federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. § 1971 et seq.). The Commission 

shall ensure that sufficient demographic and statistical expertise is available to 

support its analysis under the Voting Rights Act and the redistricting criteria set 

forth in this section. Such expertise may be provided by a retained demographer, 

statistical expert, legal counsel with demonstrated demographic analysis 

capability, or any combination thereof, as the Commission deems appropriate. 

The Commission shall make hiring, removal, or contracting decisions on staff, 

legal counsel, and consultants by ten (10) or more affirmative votes. 

 

(20) Employment Protection 

 

Commission Members’ regular employment shall not be terminated due to their 

membership on the Commission. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no 

employer shall discharge, threaten to discharge, intimidate, coerce, or retaliate 

against any employee by reason of such employee’s membership on the 

Commission, work with the Commission, or attendance or scheduled attendance 

at any meeting of the Commission. 

 

(d) Commission Selection Process 

 

The Commission member selection process shall be designed and administered to ensure 

a fair, objective, and transparent process that results in a Commission reasonably 

representative of the demographic and geographic diversity of the County. The process 

shall be conducted as follows: 

 

(1) Application Process 

 

No later than June 1 in each year ending in the number one (1), the County of Onondaga 

Comptroller shall initiate and widely publicize an application process, open to all 

registered County of Onondaga voters who meet the requirements for membership on the 

Commission pursuant to Section 207(c)(10) of the Onondaga County Charter, in a 

manner that promotes a large, diverse (by race, ethnicity, gender, and geography) and 

qualified applicant pool. The Comptroller shall take all reasonable and necessary steps to 

ensure that the pool has the requisite numbers, diversity, and qualifications. This process 

shall remain open until August 31 in each year ending in the number one (1). 

 

(2) Conflicts of Interest 

 



The County of Onondaga Comptroller shall remove from the membership pool any 

person with conflicts of interest, including: 

 

i. Any person who, within the five (5) years immediately preceding the date of 

application, either the applicant or their spouse, shall have done any of the 

following: (i) been appointed to, elected to, or been a candidate for state, county 

or city office; (ii) served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political 

party or of the campaign committee of a candidate for elective state, county or 

city office; (iii) been a registered state or local lobbyist; or (iv) contributed $1,000 

or more in aggregate to candidates for County of Onondaga elective office in the 

last County election. 

 

ii. Any person who, within the three (3) years immediately preceding the date of 

application, has been: a paid employee of the County of Onondaga; a person 

performing paid services under a professional or political contract to the County 

of Onondaga, to the Onondaga County Legislature, or to any member of the 

Onondaga County Legislature; a controlling person of any such consultant; or a 

spouse of any of the foregoing. 

 

(3) Review and Publication of Qualified Applicants 

 

No later than September 30 in each year ending in the number one (1), the County of 

Onondaga Comptroller shall have reviewed and removed individuals with conflicts of 

interest as defined in Section 207(d)(2) of the Onondaga County Charter or who fail to 

meet the qualifications prescribed in Section 207(c)(10) of the Onondaga County Charter, 

from among the applicant pool for the Commission, and shall publicize the names in the 

remaining applicant pool and provide copies of their applications to the Applicant 

Review Panel. 

 

(4) Applicant Review Panel and Selection of Initial Pool 

 

There shall be an Applicant Review Panel consisting of four (4) members. One (1) 

member shall be appointed by the County Executive, one (1) member shall be appointed 

by the County Comptroller, one (1) member shall be appointed by the County Clerk, and 

one (1) member shall be appointed by the Chair of the Onondaga County Legislature. 

No later than November 14 in each year ending in the number one (1), the Applicant 

Review Panel shall, by the affirmative vote of at least three-fourths (3/4) of its whole 

number, select an applicant pool of one hundred (100) applicants from among the 

qualified applicants. If fewer than one hundred (100) qualified applicants are available, 

the Panel shall select all qualified applicants, provided that the Panel shall certify in 

writing the basis for such determination. 

 

In selecting the pool of applicants, the Panel shall seek to ensure that the applicant pool is 

reasonably reflective of the geographic, demographic, and voter enrollment diversity of 

the County and includes applicants possessing relevant analytical skills, impartiality, 



sound judgment, and the ability to evaluate redistricting matters in a fair and objective 

manner. 

 

The Applicant Review Panel shall not communicate, directly or indirectly, with any 

elected member of the Onondaga County Legislature, Onondaga County Executive, 

Onondaga County Comptroller, Onondaga County Clerk, or their representatives 

regarding any matter related to the nomination process or any applicant prior to the 

presentation of the recommended applicant pool to the Legislature. 

 

 (5) Legislative Review of Applicant Pool 

 

No later than November 15 in each year ending in the number one (1), the Applicant 

Review Panel shall submit its pool of one hundred (100) recommended applicants to the 

Onondaga County Legislature. 

 

Any removal of an applicant by the Onondaga County Legislature shall be made only for 

cause, including but not limited to: conflicts of interest; failure to meet statutory 

qualifications; material misrepresentation or omission in the application; demonstrated 

bias or inability to serve impartially; prior conduct undermining public confidence; 

failure to comply with disclosure requirements; or any other substantial reason 

demonstrating inability to fulfill the duties of a Commission member. 

 

Any removal for cause shall require the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the whole 

number of the Onondaga County Legislature. All removals shall be made in writing, 

publicly disclosed, and shall state the basis for such removal. 

 

The total number of applicants removed by the Onondaga County Legislature shall not 

exceed thirty (30). 

 

The Legislature shall complete all removals no later than November 21 in each year 

ending in the number one (1). No later than November 22 in each year ending in the 

number one (1), the Applicant Review Panel shall submit the pool of remaining 

applicants to the County of Onondaga Comptroller. 

 

(6) Random Selection of Initial Eight Members 

 

No later than November 25 in each year ending in the number one (1), the Applicant 

Review Panel shall conduct a public random selection process to draw eight (8) names 

from the remaining pool of applicants. Such individuals shall serve as the initial members 

of the Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission. 

 

The eight (8) members shall be selected by random draw from geographically defined 

subpools. The number of selections from each geographic area shall be determined based 

on the share of registered voters residing in each region relative to the total number of 

registered voters in the County, calculated by multiplying eight (8) by each region’s share 

of total registered voters and rounding to the nearest whole number. If rounding does not 



result in a total of eight (8) selections, the remaining selection or selections shall be 

assigned to the geographic area or areas with the largest fractional remainder. 

 

Selections shall be made separately from each geographic subpool at a public meeting 

using a transparent and verifiable method. No selection shall be made in violation of the 

voter enrollment allocation requirements set forth in Section 207(c) of the Onondaga 

County Charter. Alternate selections shall be made as necessary to ensure compliance. In 

the event of a conflict between geographic allocation and voter enrollment allocation 

requirements, compliance with voter enrollment allocation requirements shall control. 

 

(7) Selection of Remaining Seven Members 

 

No later than January 15 in each year ending in the number two (2), the eight (8) 

randomly selected Commission members shall, by the affirmative vote of no fewer than 

five (5) members, select the remaining seven (7) members of the Commission from the 

remaining applicant pool.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, for 

purposes of initially filling the remaining seven members of the Commission, a simple 

majority of the then-appointed members of the Commission shall constitute quorum for 

such purposes only. Such selections shall comply with voter enrollment allocation and 

satisfy the geographic minimum requirements set forth in Section 207(c) of the Onondaga 

County Charter. 

 

(8) Funding and resources 

 

The Onondaga County Legislature shall appropriate the sum of one hundred fifty 

thousand dollars ($150,000) for the initial redistricting cycle conducted pursuant to this 

section to enable the Commission to carry out its duties and responsibilities under this 

section. 

 

For each subsequent redistricting cycle, the minimum appropriation shall be adjusted for 

inflation based upon the percentage increase, if any, in the Consumer Price Index for All 

Urban Consumers (CPI-U), as published by the United States Department of Labor, 

Bureau of Labor statistics, or any successor index, measured from the year of the prior 

redistricting cycle appropriation. 

 

Such funds may be used by the Commission for staffing, retaining a demographer, 

maintaining records and documentation of the redistricting process, obtaining legal 

counsel and representation, defending the Commission and its adopted plans in any 

administrative or judicial proceeding, conducting public outreach and hearings, and such 

other professional or administrative services as may be reasonably necessary to fulfill the 

purposes of this section. 

 

Funds appropriated pursuant to this section shall remain available to the Commission 

until completion of the Commission’s duties for the applicable redistricting cycle, 

including through the final resolution of any timely-filed administrative or judicial 

challenge to an adopted redistricting plan. 



 

(e) Redistricting Criteria 

 

The Commission shall establish the boundaries of the Onondaga County Legislature 

districts in a plan using the following criteria, applied in the following order of priority: 

 

1. Districts shall comply with the United States Constitution. Each County 

Legislator shall represent reasonably equal population with other districts, except 

where deviation is required to comply with the federal Voting Rights Act or is 

otherwise allowable by law. 

 

2. Districts shall comply with the federal Voting Rights Act (42 U.S.C. § 1971 et 

seq.) and any other requirement of federal or state law. 

 

3. Districts shall be geographically contiguous. 

 

4. The geographic integrity of any local neighborhood or local community of 

interest shall be respected in a manner that minimizes their division to the extent 

possible without violating the requirements of any of the preceding criteria. A 

community of interest is a contiguous population that shares common social and 

economic interests that should be included within a single district for purposes of 

its effective and fair representation. Communities of interest shall not include 

relationships with political parties, incumbents, or political candidates. 

 

5. To the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn to encourage 

geographical compactness such that nearby areas of population are not bypassed 

for more distant populations. 

 

6. To the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn using the boundaries 

of existing election precincts. 

 

7. To the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn using geographically 

identifiable boundaries. 

 

8. The place of residence of any incumbent or potential political candidate shall not 

be considered in the creation of a plan or any district. 

 

Lower-priority criteria shall not be used to justify population deviations from higher-

priority criteria unless the Commission makes written findings that the deviation is 

necessary to satisfy a higher-priority federal or state requirement. The Commission 

shall prepare and publish, for each draft and final plan, a report containing: the total 

population count for each district; a target deviation and overall maximum deviation 

between districts; documentation of any deviations; a determination of whether such 

deviations are within the target or maximum; and an explanation of why any 

deviation is necessary and appropriate. 

 



The Commission shall document whether partisan data was used in the creation of any 

map, when it was used, and, if used, the reason, purpose, and manner of such use. There 

is a presumption against the use of partisan data except to the extent necessary to test for 

compliance with higher-priority legal requirements. The final report shall include a 

narrative explaining how the plan satisfies the redistricting criteria without reference to 

incumbency or partisan advantage. 

 

(f) Responsibilities of the Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission 

 

The Commission shall: 

 

 conduct an open, transparent, and publicly accessible process enabling full public 

consideration of and comment upon the drawing of district lines; 

 

 draw district lines in accordance with the redistricting criteria specified in this 

section; 

 

 maintain complete and accurate records of all proceedings, deliberations, data, 

submissions, draft maps, final maps, communications, and materials considered or 

relied upon by the Commission during the redistricting process; and 

 

 conduct itself with integrity, impartiality, and fairness. 

 

The activities of the Commission shall be subject to all of the following requirements: 

 

 The Commission shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and county 

requirements relating to open meetings, public records, and transparency. 

 

 The records of the Commission and all data considered by the Commission shall 

constitute public records and shall be maintained and made available in a manner 

that ensures timely and widespread public access consistent with applicable law. 

 

 All records shall be preserved and maintained in an organized manner sufficient 

to facilitate transparency, historical preservation, and production in the event of 

judicial review. The Commission shall designate a records custodian responsible 

for maintaining and preserving all official Commission records and for 

coordinating compliance with any lawful disclosure or court order. All records 

relating to a redistricting cycle shall be preserved for no fewer than ten (10) years 

following adoption of a final redistricting plan. 

 

 Commission members and Commission staff shall not knowingly communicate 

with or receive communications regarding substantive redistricting matters from 

any person outside of a public meeting or hearing of the Commission. This 

paragraph shall not prohibit communications between Commission members, 

Commission staff, legal counsel, consultants retained by the Commission, or 



administrative staff when otherwise permitted by applicable open meetings laws 

and necessary to carry out the duties of the Commission. 

 

Public Hearing Process and Preliminary Plan 

 

The Commission shall establish and implement an open hearing process for public input 

and deliberation that shall be subject to public notice and promoted through an extensive 

outreach program to solicit broad public participation in the redistricting public review 

process. The hearing process shall begin with hearings to receive public input before the 

Commission votes and approves a preliminary redistricting plan. There shall be at least 

one such public hearing before the Commission votes on a preliminary redistricting plan 

in the City of Syracuse, and at least two additional hearings throughout the County 

outside of the City of Syracuse. These hearings shall be supplemented with all other 

appropriate activities to further increase opportunities for the public to observe and 

participate in the review process. 

 

Following the Commission’s vote approving the preliminary plan, at least three public 

hearings geographically dispersed within the City of Syracuse and throughout the County 

shall be held. The Commission shall display the approved preliminary plan for written 

public comment in a manner designed to achieve the widest public access reasonably 

possible. Written public comment shall be accepted for at least fourteen (14) days from 

the date of public display of the approved preliminary plan. 

 

Final Plan 

 

The Commission shall then vote on a proposed final plan and hold three subsequent 

public hearings—one inside the City of Syracuse, one north of Interstate 90, and one 

south of Interstate 90—and accept at least five (5) days of written public comments. The 

Commission shall complete all hearings and adopt a final plan no later than November 1 

in each year ending in the number two (2). 

 

By November 1 in each year ending in the number two (2), the Commission shall adopt a 

final plan for the County of Onondaga specifically describing the district boundaries for 

each district of the Onondaga County Legislature. Upon adoption, the Commission shall 

certify the plan to the Onondaga County Legislature. Any redistricting plan adopted 

pursuant to this section shall be enacted by local law of the County Legislature no later 

than December 31 of each year ending in the number two (2). 

 

Within thirty (30) days of receiving the certified plan, the County Legislature shall, by 

local law, either: 

 

 approve and adopt the certified plan as submitted; or 

 

 reject the certified plan by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the whole 

number of its members and return the plan to the Commission with written 

findings identifying the specific redistricting criterion or criteria set forth in 



Section 207(e) of the Onondaga County Charter with which the Legislature 

believes the certified plan does not comply. Failure to obtain the affirmative vote 

of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the whole number of members of the Legislature 

shall constitute a rejection and require the preparation of said written findings. 

 

The Legislature shall not amend, alter, or redraw the boundaries contained in the certified 

plan. 

 

Upon receipt of a rejected plan and the written findings of the Legislature, the 

Commission shall reconsider the plan and, within fifteen (15) days, either: 

 

 certify a revised plan to the Legislature; or 

 

 reaffirm the original certified plan in writing, together with a response to the 

Legislature’s findings. 

 

Within fifteen (15) days of receiving a revised or reaffirmed plan from the Commission, 

the County Legislature shall vote, without amendment, to approve or reject the plan. 

Rejection at this stage shall require the affirmative vote of four-fifths (4/5) of the whole 

number of the Legislature. Failure to obtain the affirmative vote of at least four-fifths 

(4/5) of the whole number of members of the Legislature shall constitute a rejection. 

 

Any local law adopting a redistricting plan pursuant to this section shall be subject to the 

approval or veto of the County Executive in the same manner as other local laws of the 

County Legislature; provided, however, that any veto by the County Executive shall be 

accompanied by written findings identifying the specific redistricting criterion or criteria 

set forth in Section 207(e) of the Onondaga County Charter with which the County 

Executive believes the plan does not comply. A veto by the County Executive may be 

overridden by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the whole number of the County 

Legislature. 

 

If the County Legislature rejects the revised or reaffirmed plan, fails to adopt a plan 

within the time periods established by this section, or fails to override a veto of the 

County Executive, the Commission shall petition the Supreme Court of the State of New 

York for an order adopting the revised or reaffirmed plan. The Commission shall submit 

to the court the plan and the complete record of its proceedings, including any written 

findings issued by the County Legislature or County Executive pursuant to this section. 

The court may adopt the plan if it finds that the plan substantially complies with the 

requirements of this section and applicable law, or may remand the matter to the 

Commission with instructions. 

 

Any plan adopted pursuant to court order shall have the force and effect of law and shall 

apply to all subsequent elections for the Onondaga County Legislature until a new plan is 

adopted pursuant to this section. 

 

Report 



 

The Commission shall issue a report that explains the basis on which the Commission 

made its decisions in achieving compliance with the criteria listed above and shall 

include: definitions of the terms and standards used in drawing the final plan; 

identification of communities of interest recognized by the Commission and an 

explanation of how the proposed boundaries minimize division of those communities; a 

criterion-by-criterion compliance narrative; and written findings whenever a lower-

priority criterion was subordinated to a higher-priority criterion, including a description 

of alternatives considered. 

 

Failure to Adopt a Plan 

 

If the Commission does not adopt a final plan by the dates in this section, the Law 

Department for the County of Onondaga shall immediately petition state court for an 

order prescribing the boundary lines of the single-member districts in accordance with the 

redistricting criteria and requirements set forth in this section. The plan prescribed by the 

court shall be used for all subsequent Onondaga County Legislature elections until a final 

plan is adopted by the Commission and County Legislature to replace it. 

 

(g)  Effective Date 

 

The provisions of this section shall be effective upon the effective date of the Local Law 

by which this section was enacted. 

 

Section 3.  Amendment of Section 2.17 of the Onondaga County Administrative Code 

 

(a) Section 2.17 of the Onondaga County Administrative Code is hereby repealed and 

replaced with the following paragraph:  

 

“The Reapportionment Committee shall be appointed consistent with Section 207 of 

the Onondaga County Charter, and reapportionment shall be conducted consistent 

with Section 207 of the Onondaga County Charter.” 

 

Section 4.  Application 

 

This Local Law shall apply to the initial reapportionment process conducted in 2027 

pursuant to Section 9 of this Local Law, and to all subsequent decennial redistricting cycles 

commencing on and after January 1, 2031. 

 

Section 5.  Severability 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this Local Law, or the 

application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or 

circumstance, shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or 

unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder 

thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, 



section, or part of this Local Law, or in its application to the person, individual, corporation, 

firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such 

judgment or order shall be rendered. 

 

Section 6.  Preservation of Existing Charter Provisions 

 

Except as specifically amended herein, Section 207 of the Onondaga County Charter, 

being Local Law No. 1 of 1961, as amended, shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

Section 7.  Effective Date 

 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon approval of the electors of Onondaga 

County. 

 

Section 8.  Submission to Electors 

 

(a) This Local Law shall be submitted to the electors of Onondaga County at the next general 

election occurring on November 3, 2026. 

 

(b) Proposition. The form of the proposition to be submitted to the electors of Onondaga 

County at the next general election shall be as follows: 

 

i. Descriptive Title. 

 

“Creating an Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission, Ensuring Fair 

Onondaga County Legislature District Maps” 

 

ii. Ballot Proposal Text Summary: “Creates a new independent citizens commission 

to redraw Onondaga County legislative districts, promoting a fair, transparent, 

and representative redistricting process.” 

 

(c) Voting  

 

Voting “Yes” creates an Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission as proposed by 

this local law and authorizes amending the Onondaga County Charter consistent 

therewith. 

 

Voting “No” keeps the current redistricting process unchanged. 

 

Section 9.  Initial Implementation (2027) 

 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Local Law to the contrary, an initial Commission 

shall be established in the year 2027 and shall follow, to the maximum extent practicable, the 

same dates, timelines, procedures, and requirements set forth in this Local Law for years ending 

in one (1) and two (2). All references in this Local Law to years ending in one (1) or two (2) 

shall, for purposes of the initial Commission established in 2027, be deemed to apply to the 



corresponding dates and deadlines within the 2027 calendar year. Following completion of the 

initial Commission and adoption of a final reapportionment plan, all subsequent Commissions 

shall be established and conducted strictly in accordance with the timelines and procedures set 

forth in this Local Law. 

 

Section 10.  Effective Use of District Plan 

 

Any reapportionment plan adopted pursuant to this Local Law shall take effect for the 

first regular election of members of the Onondaga County Legislature occurring after adoption of 

such plan and shall not apply to any election for which the candidate petitioning period has 

already commenced. 



LOCAL LAW NO. _______ – 2026 

 

A LOCAL LAW TO PROHIBIT DEMONSTRATING WITHIN TEN (10) FEET OF 

ANOTHER PERSON ENTERING OR LEAVING A PLACE OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP 

AND NOT WITHIN THIRTY-FIVE (35) FEET OF AN ENTRANCE THERETO 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF 

ONONDAGA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1. Title. 

 

 This local law shall be known as the Places of Worship Protection Act. 

 

 Section 2. Purpose. 

 

 The County of Onondaga finds that individuals have a right to practice their religion and 

to safely travel to and from religious institutions without physical obstruction, interference, 

intimidation, or risk of injury. 

 

 The County of Onondaga further finds that public safety and the right to religious freedom 

are threatened when demonstrators enter or remain in close proximity to individuals attempting to 

enter or leave places of religious worship. 

 

 Therefore, the primary purpose of this law is to protect public safety and the right to 

religious freedom by ensuring that demonstrators exercising their right to free speech be prohibited 

from demonstrating within thirty-five (35) feet of the entrance or driveway of a place of religious 

worship, and approaching, threatening, or blocking the path of any person within ten (10) feet 

while that person is entering or leaving a Place of Religious Worship. 

 

 Section 3. Definitions. 

 

 For the purposes of this law, the terms below are defined as follows: 

 

(1) “Driveway” shall mean an entry from a public street to any parking lot in 

which the Place of Religious Worship has an ownership, easement, 

leasehold, or other property right or interest. 

(2) “Entrance Area” shall mean any doorway, threshold, entryway, gate, ramp, 

or other point of ingress and/or egress to a Place of Religious Worship. 

(3) “Place of Religious Worship” shall mean any church, mosque, synagogue, 

temple, or other building or location primarily used for religious worship, 

religious education, or religious services. 

 

Section 4. Prohibited Conduct. 

 

After receiving a verbal, written, or other instruction, warning, or order from any police 

officer, as defined in New York Criminal Procedure Law Section 1.20, within Onondaga County: 



 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly approach an individual 

within ten (10) feet, while that individual is entering or leaving a Place of 

Religious Worship and without such individual’s expressed consent, for the 

purpose of demonstrating, picketing, protesting, distributing literature, 

displaying signs, engaging in oral advocacy, or other forms of expressive or 

symbolic conduct, whether conducted individually or in groups. This 

prohibition shall apply within one hundred (100) feet from the Entrance 

Area of any Place of Religious Worship beginning one (1) hour before the 

scheduled start of any religious service, community meeting, ceremony, or 

other congregational, educational, or organizational meeting or event, and 

ending one hour after the conclusion of any religious service, community 

meeting, ceremony, or other congregational, educational, or organizational 

meeting or event. 

 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to demonstrate, picket, protest, distribute 

literature, display signs, engage in oral advocacy, or other forms of 

expressive or symbolic conduct, whether conducted individually or in 

groups, within thirty-five (35) feet of the Entrance Area of Driveway of a 

Place of Religious Worship beginning one (1) hour before the scheduled 

start of any religious service, community meeting, ceremony, or other 

congregational, educational, or organizational meeting or event and ending 

one hour after the conclusion of any religious service, community meeting, 

ceremony, or other congregational, education, or organizational meeting or 

event. 

 

Section 5. Penalties. 

 

Any person who violates any provision of this law shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 

punishable by a fine of not more than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00), or imprisonment of 

not more than one year, or both. 

 

Section 6. Severability. 

 

If any section, subdivision, clause, paragraph, sentence, or part of this law, or the 

application thereof, shall be rendered by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal, or 

unenforceable, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, 

and shall be confined in its operation to the section, subdivision, clause, paragraph, sentence, or 

part of this law, or the application thereof, specific to the controversy in which such court order or 

judgment is rendered.  

 

 Section 7. SEQRA Determination. 

 

 This County Legislature determines that this local law constitutes a Type II action pursuant 

to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, and that no further action thereunder is required. 

 



 Section 8. Effective Date. 

 

 This local law shall be filed pursuant to the provisions of Municipal Home Rule Law, and 

shall take effect immediately upon filing. 
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	f. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $2,500,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in and for Said County ($2,500,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen)
	g. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $16,500,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in and for Said County ($16,500,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen)
	h. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $13,700,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in and for Said County ($13,700,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen)
	i. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $400,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in and for Said County ($400,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen)

	7.  COUNTY LEGISLATURE:
	a. A Local Law to Ensure the Safety of Vulnerable Road Users in Onondaga County (Sponsored by Mr. Brown)
	b. A Local Law Amending Section 205 of the Onondaga County Charter Regarding Vacancies in the Onondaga County Legislature (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen)
	c. Amending the Onondaga County Charter to Impose a Term Limit on the Office of County Executive (Sponsored by Ms. Hernandez)
	d. A Local Law Amending Section 207 of the Onondaga County Charter and Section 2.17 of the Onondaga County Administrative Code to Revise the Onondaga County Reapportionment Commission to Ensure a Fair and Objective Process by Which the Onondaga County...
	e. A Local Law to Prohibit Demonstrating Within Ten (10) Feet of Another Person Entering or Leaving a Place of Religious Worship and Not Within Thirty-Five (35) Feet of an Entrance Thereto (Sponsored by Mr. Burtis)


	C. Adjournment
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	i. BOND – A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $400,000 Bonds of the County of Onondaga, New York, to Pay Costs of Certain Improvements for the Onondaga County Sanitary District in and for Said County ($400,000) (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen)

	7.  COUNTY LEGISLATURE:
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	b. A Local Law Amending Section 205 of the Onondaga County Charter Regarding Vacancies in the Onondaga County Legislature (Sponsored by Mr. Eriksen)
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