














































































Outlook

Contact the Onondaga County Legislature

From Leslie Lawrence <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>
Date Mon 2/16/2026 9:16 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links
and attachments.

Name: Leslie Lawrence

Your Email Address:

Question or Comment: :
It feels way to early to create a new industrial sewer district for Micron.  There are big questions about
the environmental impact of this facility.  Environmental experts need to study it with honest information
about the chemicals and the waste that will put in the area.



Outlook

Micron site comments

From tom ballog 
Date Tue 2/17/2026 8:08 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links
and attachments.

Hello,

I have no real questions about the micron project but mostly statements.

I think that this project is not worth the damage that will be done to a critical ecosystem in Onondaga
county. These wetlands capture huge amounts of carbon, retain and control huge amounts of water, and
support massive diverse ecosystems.  The amount of run off from destroying this  wetland will wreak
havoc on local waterways like creeks, rivers, and retention ponds. Flooding will be horrible and lake levels
will be less stable than we’ve already seen. Have we not learned our lesson with Onondaga lake?  How
long can we abuse our environment before it gives out?

 Aside from these issues, I also believe that the local communities cannot handle the Increase in traffic
and construction, despite recent changes to roadways in the area.  The infrastructure just isn’t there and I
don’t know if the community wants it to be there.

The fact that we are considering this level of destruction and pollution for something as short sighted as
“jobs” is sad.  I am all for creating jobs in the county but we need to be smarter about it and utilize land
better.

Please reconsider this project, if not for us, for future generations.

-Tom Ballog



Outlook

Comments for Public Hearing on Industrial WW District formation

From John Przepiora 
Date Tue 2/17/2026 10:26 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

1. Will existing residents be held harmless in the face of growth and infrastructure
Micron’s project will induce?
The increase in wastewater treatment cost is a case in point which Onondaga County
directly controls. The proposed expansion and upgrade of the Oak Orchard WWTP
reportedly may increase the unit charge by upwards of 50%. At the same time the
OOWWTP phase 1 project appears to include improvements and costs which solely
benefit the Micron factory, such as the improvements needed to create a reuse and
recycled water process, and reconfiguration of the existing OOWWTP to make room for
the industrial WWTP. It is incumbent on the County officials to disclose and explain
whether there are processes and expenses planned to be part of the phase 1
OOWWTP upgrade that solely benefit Micron and/or other industrial users and that
are over and above the needed wastewater treatment needs of residential and
commercial properties. We should not be attracting Micron to Onondaga County
on the backs of existing residents.
 

2. While it is laudable that Onondaga County is proposing a dedicated industrial WW District
to pay for construction, operation and maintenance of facilities to handle and treat the
industrial wastewater from the White Pine Development, approval of such a financing
mechanism should be held until much more information is known about what facilities and
related capital, operating and maintenance costs are estimated and fully disclosed. The
public deserves to know whether proposed treatment will protect the environment
from the various hazardous chemicals which are inherent in semi-conductor
manufacturing. The public also deserves to know what debt and operating costs
the county will be assuming; and what costs will be assessed to the industrial
users of the systems. There are serious risks of IWWTP undertaking which has been
estimated to have a construction cost of between $2 billion and $3 billion. What if
industrial rate payers fail to pay expected fees and revenue doesn’t offset costs?
And, what about environmental risk that Onondaga County is shouldering? What
protections are in place, or proposed, to hold harmless the county and its residents
from a potential environmental and financial disaster?

 
 

John
John Przepiora, PE, retired/unregistered
President & Director



GreeningUSA, Inc.

GreeningUSA.org

…Advocating for sustainable communities
to the benefit of local economies and environments.

. . .Working together for a sustainable CNY!

 
 
 



Outlook

Public Hearing Notice - OAK ORCHARD INDUSTRIAL SEWER DISTRICT

From Shannon Pagano 
Date Tue 2/17/2026 11:06 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>; Gregory Eriksen

<GregoryEriksen@ongov.net>; Nodesia Hernandez <nodesiahernandez@ongov.net>

1 attachment (60 KB)
February 17 Public Commentw.pdf;

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Good morning -

Attached please find written comments for today's Public Hearing.  

Thank you,

Shannon L. Pagano, P.E.



February 17, 2026 – Public Hearing Comments – Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District 

Written Comments from Shannon L. Pagano, P.E. 

The following comments and questions are being submitted to be part of the record.   
These questions were also asked during the January 8, 2026 Commissioner’s Hearing. 

1. County-Paid Engineering Report (“Engineering Report”) 

The Department of Water Environment Protection has commissioned and paid for an 
engineering report for the Industrial Wastewater Treatment Plant that was submitted 
within the Joint Application Permit submitted to NYSDEC; however, this County-funded 
report is not referenced or incorporated into the MP&R authored for this District. 

2. “No Monetary Component” Statement 

The MP&R prepared states that the District “does not have a monetary component” and 
that the net impact to sewer users is “$0.00 per unit per year.”  This statement appears 
to conflict with a County-commissioned Engineering Report that identifies defined 
infrastructure and capital costs for facilities located within this District. 

3. Cost Identification and Allocation 

The specific capital and operational costs associated with the industrial treatment 
facility—such as conveyance, pumping, power supply, site infrastructure, or controls—
were identified by the Department during preparation of the Engineering report – 
however, these costs are not documented in the MPR. 

4. Shared or Enabling Infrastructure 

The MPR does not describe any infrastructure described in the County-paid Engineering 
Report that relies on or enables use of existing Consolidated Sanitary District assets.  
Nor does the MPR  detail and ensure that no portion of those costs would be borne by 
existing ratepayers. 
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Micron Sustainability Challenges and Concerns 

By John Przepiora, PE, President, GreeningUSA 

February 16, 2026 

 

What follows is an overview of some of the most serious sustainability concerns and 
questions relating to the Micron development. 

1. Inherent in semi-conductor manufacturing development are serious health, safety 
and economic and environmental justice concerns. These concerns range for the 
use and disposal of hazardous materials to the inequitable distribution of 
employment benefits and the widening of the income inequality gap in a community 
that now will have many high paying jobs and only little trickle down effect to those 
ill equipped to be employed in a field that values high technology skills and 
competencies. And while much effort seems to be paid to creating the school to 
jobs pipeline, much more needs to be done to guarantee good jobs in an 
equitable manner. The web site CNY United for Community Benefits summarizes 
these overarching concerns and catorgizes them into three broad areas:  

a. Job Access, Workforce Development, and an Equitable & Safe Workplace.  
b. Housing and Transportation Justice and Equity.  
c. Public Health and Safety, Environmental Health, and Resource Justice.  

Rather than restate the views included in this Community Benefits Platform please  
visit: CNY United for Community Benefits or use the following QR code. 

 

 

2. The environmental and health impacts posed by Micron’s production process, 
which relies on highly toxic chemicals including the per- and polyfluorinated 
compounds, the so called forever chemicals, is perhaps the biggest public and 
environmental health concern posed by the project. The main question is: What are 
Onondaga county and Micron doing to keep PFAS out of our air, water and 
landscape? 
 

https://centralnyunited.org/
https://centralnyunited.org/
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3. The population growth which is estimated to increase by 60,000 people and nearly 
30,000 new households will increase the cost of living and exacerbate income 
inequality commonly associated with technology based economic development. 
The energy chip fabs require will increase electric utility costs for all and water 
usage by Micron will likely will cause an increase in water rates as well, and require 
very costly wastewater treatment which will burden Onondaga County residents to 
Micron’s benefit. The cost of living will increase dramatically for central New 
York residents. What is being done to keep household costs affordable and 
prevent the rise of homelessness? 
 

4. Why is Micron being allowed to come to NY and dramatically create a tremendous 
amount of greenhouse gas emissions which are detrimental to NYS’s climate 
mitigation plans as well as the health of residents? Also, what construction 
practices, such as low carbon concrete and steel, will be used to reduce 
imbedded GHG? Why are 12,000 parking spaces being built in lieu of creating a 
public transportation system that is more energy efficient and reduces traffic 
congestion? 
 

5. The local impacts of transforming Clay, NY will be dramatic for Clay residents. Not 
only will the effects of increased traffic and noise be dramatic, there is likely to be a 
significant heat island effect that will raise the local area temperatures and cause 
additional need for higher energy use for summer cooling. What is being done to 
minimize the local area temperature rise and other nuisance impacts local 
residents will likely experience? 
 

6. Related to the household growth is the need for growth in municipal services. It is 
unclear whether municipalities will generate enough tax revenue needed to fund the 
increase in service demand for regular services such as police, fire, sanitation and 
highway and street maintenance, without raising taxes on existing residents. What 
is being done to smartly manage the household growth and the cost of 
municipal services? Will existing residents be held harmless in the face of 
growth Micron’s project will induce? 
 

7. The increase in wastewater treatment cost is a case in point which Onondaga 
County directly controls. The proposed expansion and upgrade of the Oak Orchard 
WWTP reportedly may increase the unit charge by upwards of 50%. At the same 
time the OOWWTP phase 1 project appears to include improvements and costs 
which solely benefit the Micron factory, such as the improvements needed to create 
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a reuse and recycled water process, and reconfiguration of the existing OOWWTP to 
make room for the industrial WWTP. It is incumbent on the County officials to 
disclose and explain whether there are processes and expenses planned to be 
part of the phase 1 OOWWTP upgrade that solely benefit Micron and/or other 
industrial users and that are over and above the needed wastewater treatment 
needs of residential and commercial properties. We should not be attracting 
Micron to Onondaga County on the backs of existing residents. 
 

8. While it is laudable that Onondaga County is proposing a dedicated industrial WW 
District to pay for construction, operation and maintenance of facilities to handle 
and treat the industrial wastewater from the White Pine Development, approval of 
such a financing mechanism should be held until much more information is known 
about what facilities and related capital, operating and maintenance costs are 
estimated and fully disclosed. The public deserves to know whether proposed 
treatment will protect the environment from the various hazardous chemicals 
which are inherent in semi-conductor manufacturing. The public also deserves 
to know what debt and operating costs the county will be assuming; and what 
costs will be assessed to the industrial users of the systems. There are serious 
risks of IWWTP undertaking which has been estimated to have a construction cost 
of between $2 billion and $3 billion. What if industrial rate payers fail to pay 
expected fees and revenue doesn’t offset costs? And, what about 
environmental risk that Onondaga County is shouldering? What protections are 
in place, or proposed, to hold harmless the county and its residents from a 
potential environmental and financial disaster? 
 

9. Routine monitoring of our air and water is necessary due to discharges which the 
Micron development and the connected actions (e.g., wastewater treatment) will 
release to the water and the air. Will the protections and monitoring being 
required by the NYSDEC be sufficient to protect the people and environment 
from hazardous wastes? It is presently unclear how the proposed wastewater 
projects will prevent PFAS and other highly hazardous chemicals from harming our 
water and the health of the community. WEP and Micron need to be clearer about 
what their plans are before agreeing to spend billions to upgrade treatment 
facilities. The same must be said about air emissions. Micron and NYSDEC should 
be asked to explain in plain language exactly what will be coming from the fabs.  The 
advice of third party, independent experts should be sought to assess what is 
being said. The public must know what monitoring will regularly be done under 
the existing permit requirements and what more is needed beyond permit 



Micron’s Sustainability Challenges 16-Feb-26 Page 4 of 4 

requirements. All routine monitoring results must be publically available and a 
comprehensive environmental oversight program that includes independent 
experts and other stakeholders should be created. 
 

10. To a significant degree the recommended due diligence with respect to hazardous 
pollutants must also be applied to the financial resources which are being spent to 
serve Micron’s needs and the community’s needs in the face of this 
transformational industrialization of the northern suburbs. Not only must care be 
taken to openly examine the costs and fiscal implications of the proposed Oak 
Orchard projects, but a thorough understanding of the fiscal implication of all 
impacted community services must be achieved. What will it mean for police and 
fire services when 4,000 construction workers arrive?  Will the Sherrif’s 
department and other police agencies be able to handle the potential increase 
in criminal activity as well as the traffic related impacts? It may be prudent to 
engage the services of an independent fiscal watchdog to avoid unintended adverse 
financial impacts. 
 

11. OCIDA has proposed (approved?) granting Micron significant property tax 
exemptions for 49 years though it never was made clear whether the net increase in 
municipal property taxes will cover the service needs and prevent a rising property 
tax burden on County residents and businesses. It is necessary for OCIDA and 
Micron to explain why the proposed project approval and OCIDA resolution 
agreeing to the PILOT agreement requires just 4,500 fab jobs when it has been 
widely publicized Micron’s fabs, when completed, will result in 9,000 factory 
jobs in Onondaga County. 
 

12. Finally, solving these sustainability problems cannot be done in a vacuum of back 
room politics and deal making. To date this development has been devoid of a 
robust public engagement over the environmental and equity challenges posed. 
While OCIDA and NYS have utilized existing regulatory requirements to obtain 
citizen input, the effort has been marginal at best. The public deserves more 
involvement and interaction with our governmental leaders and even with Micron’s 
executives to truly partner with the residents of Onondaga County and to work 
toward developing the objectives of Onondaga County in a sustainable manner in 
order to avoid chaos, calamity, environmental harm to our land, water and air, and 
unsustainable use of our fiscal and human capacity. 



Outlook

OPPOSE proposed Micron wastewater/sewer plant proposal in Clay

From
Date Tue 2/17/2026 8:05 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <ONONDAGACOUNTYLEGISLATURE@ONGOV.NET>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

How dare you even consider charging the Onondaga County taxpayers to fund your astronomical
Sewer and Wastewater plant to clean toxic PFA's from Microns sludge and wastewater. 
If Micron needs a highly specialized, high volume plant then they should fund it themselves...AND
guarantee that ANY and ALL PFA's are eliminated in the process.  Where is the solid toxic waste being
disposed of and who will dispose of it?? Who would want it or even take it??
Not only is the financial cost exorbitant, the toll on Public Health from the unknown exposure to PFA's
is a risk too high to take. Who would want to live in a community with exposure to these toxins in their
groundwater and air??
I firmly oppose the proposed Clay Wastewater/ Sewer project..

Judy Fero
Syracuse, NY



Outlook

Waste water treatment plant

From cathy colelli 
Date Tue 2/17/2026 8:12 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

In regard to the Micron Waste Water Treatment plant construction costs and responsibility of
operation; I am submitting my comments prior to the meeting on March 3rd.

1 - There should be no cost to the taxpayer for the construction or operational costs of this plant
which essentially has a single user

2 - The county should not be responsible for the operation of the plant nor held liable for any
problems which may arise

3 - Should the county decide to obtain financing to pay for the construction of the plant, Ryan
McMahon stated that the loan and operating costs would be paid back by user fees. If this is to be, the
county should publish a comprehensive loan repayment schedule. The same should be published for
reimbursement of operational costs.

Cathy Colelli

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=9d3a686e-218d-4849-8298-b480188dc8ac&af_android_url=https*3A*2F*2Fplay.google.com*2Fstore*2Fapps*2Fdetails*3Fid*3Dcom.yahoo.mobile.client.android.mail*26listing*3Demail_signature__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!EOXCwN8!CRWP9NFqwc83XNNYvS40synz7gULgGxOyAQXQ1AZ6Gy4FvVwjCC4ynkwWU_zTedj95-EONZh_sK9LAz6U-8NVyMwcJSBAQ7yJzo$
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Questions about Micron and Onondaga County's New Water Treatment Plan

From Chris Herrmann 
Date Sat 2/21/2026 1:13 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links
and attachments.

Upon reviewing the latest legislature meeting, I noted that the County failed to plan for an increase in
utility costs, resulting in a deficit in funds. It reminded me of only one of my concerns regarding the
Micron project: supply and demand regarding electricity and water, and how it will impact a community
*already* seeing rising costs for utilities. I know state senators are currently being tasked to address
these concerns, but I'm interested to know whether or not the County has some sort of plan to address
the rising utility costs resulting from the construction of a fabrication plant that will demand thousands
of kilowatt hours a day.

But I am *most* worried about the potential chemical contamination of our groundwater. Chip
fabrication plants have been historically linked to health concerns, their effluent traditionally containing
toxic chemicals. The precise nature of the chemicals who use is proposed by Micron is apparently still
under seal for proprietary reasons. But I want to know WHAT chemicals - including PFAS - will be in a
plant generating wastewater less than a mile from my home. Why are we being relegated to the mercy
of the county's plan to dispose of these chemicals without absolute guarantees for our safety? And who
is paying for the construction of this new water treatment plant?

Is there a plan in place to do baseline groundwater testing in the area around the proposed plant
construction? As someone who has lived in this area off and on for fifty years, who possesses a large
garden that feeds both myself and my community, I intend to do groundwater testing on my property,
which is located within a mile of the proposed construction. I want to know what the county plans to do
to remediate, if the area becomes contaminated by the toxic chemicals in use at this proposed
fabrication plant.

Does Micron, OCWA, or some other "authority" intend to monitor the health of the Oswego River and
downstream? Have the residents who live along the river been notified of what the release of the plant's
effluent might do to their enjoyment of their homes, especially given their generally higher tax burden
for waterfront property in NYS? Do Osewgo residents understand how they could be impacted by
decisions made by our adjoining county?

What will be done about any potential flooding issues caused in *our* county by the filling of wetlands,
since creating new wetlands in *Oswego* is not going to address groundwater level issues on the
*south* side of the Oswego River?

I have also recently learned that the wastewater disposal apparatus might be proposed to be routed
through a Native historical site, and next to a natural spring. This suggested path would not only increase



the chances of contaminating groundwater if infrastructure fails, but if it indeed impacts traditionally
tribal lands, that too is extraordinarily problematic.

In that vein, there seems to have been a rush to the *taking* of land, residential property adjacent to the
site specifically. I'm interested in the county's outlook on  the further taking of land, should
improvements deemed "necessary" to Micron's success - such as mineral deposits, or the easement of
electrical or water infrastructure - be identified. Do residents who have paid taxes here for dozens of
years have any assurances that they will be able to remain on their property once Micron is established?

And lastly, given that the tree clearing currently taking place has been done by a company
headquartered in *Connecticut*, what happened to the promise of more LOCAL jobs?

Thank you for your attention to my concerns,

Christine Herrmann



Outlook

Industrial Waste Water plan

From WENDY YOST >
Date Sun 2/22/2026 6:45 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Dear County Legislature:

I am opposed to creating the industrial waste water district.  It would be safer and more clear if the both phases of the
wastewater treatment take place at the Micron site.  We won't be transporting untreated water through long pipelines
and then assuming responsibility for a complicated, technical procedure that his extremely important to the safe use of
the chemicals used at the site.  If the county owns the treatment plant, it seems that the county is responsible for
potential contamination of the water supply.   

Wendy Yost



Outlook

Wastewater treatment plant

From Leslie Lawrence 
Date Mon 2/23/2026 6:19 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <Onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Dear County Legislators,

I have concerns about the proposed industrial wastewater treatment plant.

If Micron is responsible for cleaning the wastewater why don't they build the plant
and do all treatment on their campus. Micron will know the  forever chemicals/PFAS
they're using (the county will not) and can best ensure water is clean and safe. 
There would be no need to disturb land, lay pipes or worry about leaks in the future.  

If the treatment plant is built as presently proposed I’d think that in regards to
financing the county and Micron would have more than a verbal understanding or an
agreement still being negotiated.  I’d expect something written and signed for how
payment will be made before Legislators would give a go ahead.  In addition, since
this part of the plan was not included in the EPA Environmental Impact Study, it
warrants a complete environmental review before it goes forward.

Sincerely,
Leslie Lawrence



Outlook

Comments on Industrial Wastewater District in T. of Clay

From Don Hughes <
Date Tue 2/24/2026 12:00 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>; Gregory Eriksen

<gregoryeriksen@ongov.net>; Elaine Denton <ElaineDenton@ongov.net>

1 attachment (155 KB)
Cmts of DJHughes on Industrial WW District-23Feb2026.pdf;

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Please see attached comments.

Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D.

=============================

=============================
"dans les champs de l'observation, le hasard ne favorise que les esprits préparés" ("In the field of
observation, chance favors only the prepared mind") Louis
Pasteur, French chemist and microbiologist (1822 -1895)



MEMORANDUM 

TO: Onondaga County Chair Nicole Watts; Environmental Committee Chair Gregg Eriksen; 
Planning & Economic Development Committee Chair Elaine Denton, and all county 
legislators 

FROM: Donald J. Hughes 

DATE: February 23, 2026 

Re: Resolution for the creation of an Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District 

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed creation of an Oak Orchard 
Industrial Sewer District. I attended the joint meeting of your respective committees on 
February 16th. Cydney Johnson, Deputy County Executive for Physical Services 
emphasized that the creation of this district was primarily for servicing the wastewater 
needs of one user: Micron Technologies, Inc. She was asked, but was unable or unwilling, 
to provide answers to basic questions such as: 

 How much will the proposed Industrial Wastewater Treatment Plant (IWWTP) cost? 
 How will Micron repay the county for building and operating the IWWTP? 
 Who will be responsible for meeting discharge limits? 

I am not proposing that the Micron project be halted. Rather, I am calling on the 
Onondaga County Legislature to do its due diligence as an advocate for the health and 
financial wellbeing of the residents of the county. Creating this industrial sewage district is 
an essential first step towards having the county—not Micron—build a treatment facility 
specifically to treat Micron’s wastewater. My advice to you: Micron, not the county, should 
be solely responsible for treating its wastewater. Do not create an Industrial Sewer 
District. 

Here are major concerns that I have: 

1)  Extremely high costs 

The County Executive has consistently lowballed estimated cost of constructing the 
IWWTP, saying most recently that it would cost about $1 billion. However, as reported on 
Syracuse.com, the county’s own consultants have estimated much higher costs. “ the 
county’s own consultants calculate the price tag between $1.4 billion and $2.6 billion.” (G. 
Coin article published Jan. 07, 2026)1 

Regardless of whether the final cost is $1 billion or over $2 billion, the fact stands that this 
wastewater plant is enormously expensive—far more than the county has spent on any 

 
1 https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/01/microns-industrial-waste-costs-soar-for-treatment-
plant-as-critics-point-to-little-environmental-review.html 
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single project, including the upgrade of the Metro sewage treatment plant 20+ years ago. 
How would the county raise these funds?  

Once built, the treatment plant will be very costly to operate because it uses advanced 
treatment processes like ultrafiltration and reverse osmosis. 

These costs should be directly borne by Micron, not the county ratepayers! I call your 
attention to the fact that Micron is set to receive approximately $25 billion in grants and 
tax credits from the Federal and New York state governments. In addition, Micron is 
making record profits. As reported in December 17, 2025 in  Syracuse.com: “Micron’s 
sales for the quarter that ends this month were $13.6 billion, a record, the company said 
today. The previous record was set last quarter, with sales of $11.3 billion. Micron made a 
$5.2 billion profit this quarter.”2 

2) Who is responsible for environmental compliance? 

With the creation of an industrial wastewater district, the county will be operating the 
IWWTP. Complying with the SPDES discharge permit will be completely the responsibility 
of Onondaga County’s Department of Water Environment Protection. I am not confident in 
the Department’s abilities to build and operate new facilities after the recent debacle with 
the sewage sludge drying facility at the Metro treatment plant. 

In any case, why should the County be held responsible for fully treating Micron’s 
wastewater? The company has acknowledged its wastewater will contain PFAS—so-called 
“forever chemicals”—which are highly toxic, very difficult to filter out , and almost 
impossible to break down. Micron’s Final Environmental Impact Statement, Appendix L-13 
notes that  

Wastewater at the Micron Campus may include a mix of the following types of PFAS in ppt-
level concentrations: perfluoroalkyl carboxylic acids, perfluorosulfonic acids, fluorotelomer 
sulfonic acids, perfluoroalkane sulfonamides, perfluoroalkane sulfonamidoacetic acids, 
perfluoroalkane sulfonamide ethanols, per- and polyfluoroether carboxylic acids, ether sulfonic 
acids, and fluorotelomer carboxylic acid (SIA 2025). 

In addition to PFAS, there are other industrial compounds identified in Micron’s 
wastewater which must be treated. This includes mercury and tetramethyl ammonium 
hydroxide (TMAH) which are also resistant to treatment and are toxic. Under the proposed 

 
2 https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2025/12/micron-again-reports-record-sales-as-ai-market-
continues-to-boom.html  
3 FEIS, dated Nov. 7, 2025. Appendix L-1 Use, Management, and Disposal of Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances at the Micron New York Semiconductor Fabrication Facilities 
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plan, the county will assume all responsibility for making sure the water discharged to the 
Oneida River from the IWWTP meets all limits set by the state DEC. 

Furthermore, it will be the responsibility of Onondaga County to properly handle and 
dispose of the solid waste sludge(s) produced at the IWWTP. From my review of the 
treatment processes to be used at the IWWTP, we can expect that >99% of the PFAS 
entering the plant will be concentrated in those sludges. It’s not clear to me whether all of 
this material will be sent to landfills; it appears that some biosolids could be spread on 
land. In any event, the county assumes all liability from disposing of these PFAS-
contaminated materials. The county could face many lawsuits from PFAS contamination of 
properties near the land disposal sites. As but one example, the carpet industry in Georgia 
endured dozens of lawsuits from downstream communities due to their discharge of PFAS-
contaminated wastewaters.4 

3) The design is impractical  

As a former Professional Engineer, I have to point out that the basic plan simply doesn’t 
make good engineering sense. The IWWTP is to be constructed at the Oak Orchard 
sewage treatment plant, located two miles west of the Micron facility at the White Pine 
Commerce Park. Much of the treated wastewater will be pumped back to Micron for re-use 
at its facility. To do this requires the construction of a two-mile conveyance corridor across 
private properties, with a total of seven large pipes. (see attached Figure from the Micron 
FEIS) Of course large pumps have to be installed to send the water each way. And the 
electrical substation at Oak Orchard has to be expanded to accommodate the large 
electrical load of the IWWTP. 

Why not put the IWWTP at the Micron campus, thereby minimizing the construction of 
pipelines, and reducing the need for an extra substation at Oak Orchard? Micron has 
ample space to build and ample electrical power brought in from National Grid. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. Feel free to contact me with any 
questions. 

Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D. 

 
4 See https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/documentary/contaminated-the-carpet-industrys-toxic-
legacy/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_16702663&utm_Ne
wsletter=FRONTLINE_Digest/ 
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Outlook

Water treatment plant for Micron

From Amanda Lyons 
Date Tue 2/24/2026 9:59 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <ONONDAGACOUNTYLEGISLATURE@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Dear Legislators,

I am writing to express my significant concerns regarding the proposed water treatment plant for the
Micron site. As a resident living 1.5 miles from the future location, I am deeply worried about the
environmental and economic long-term health of our community.

First, I am concerned about water safety and spill prevention. Following the recent sewage spill at Oak
Orchard, the potential for a PFAS-related spill is alarming, as it would permanently contaminate our
soil and water. I would like to know what specific safeguards and redundancies will be implemented to
prevent and contain leaks, such as secondary containment linings or advanced monitoring systems.
Furthermore, how will the effectiveness of the treatment be verified if the specific chemicals involved
are proprietary?

Second, the financial risk to taxpayers is a major concern. While Micron is the beneficiary, the county
remains ultimately responsible for the bonds. Given the history of large-scale projects like Destiny USA
failing to meet expectations, what protections are in place if Micron does not fully build out or leaves
the area before costs are recovered? With long-term tax exemptions and infrastructure costs currently
borne by consumers and taxpayers, I believe Micron does not have enough "skin in the game" to
ensure a long-term commitment to Clay.

I propose that Micron should build and operate the water treatment plant on-site. This would
eliminate the risk of spills during transportation to Oak Orchard and ensure the operator knows
exactly which chemicals to treat and monitor. This approach would demonstrate a long-term
investment in our community, while the county, state, and DEC maintain strict oversight and
accountability.

I urge you to carefully consider these environmental and economic points to protect the future of our
area.

Sincerely,

Amanda Lyons



NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution
with links and attachments.

Attached are additional comments and questions I have pertinent to the creation of
the IWW district for Micron and the related proposed improvements which I would
like to have included in the public hearing record. The questions included here may
also be useful to pose to WEP at tomorrow’s meeting of the Environmental
Protection Committee. If I can be of any help to you or answer any questions you
may have about what I have written, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 

John
John Przepiora, PE, retired/unregistered
President & Director
GreeningUSA, Inc.

GreeningUSA.org
SustainCNY.org
<image001.png>
…Advocating for sustainable communities
to the benefit of local economies and environments.
<image002.png>
. . .Working together for a sustainable CNY!
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IWW District Formation Comments 
By John Przepiora, Syracuse, NY  23-Feb-26
 Page 1 of 4 

TO: Chair Watts and members of the Onondaga County Legislature 

Sent via: onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net  

FROM: John Przepiora 

RE: Comments on the proposed IWW District 

DATE: February 23, 2026 

 

The recent assertion and disclosure by County Executive McMahon that 

the users of the IWWTP  will pay all costs are steps in the right direction 

but still questions remain which must be satisfactorily answered before 

the County Legislature approves of the district and the related 

improvements. 

According to reporting that appeared on Syracuse.com, “McMahon said 

the county or a related development corporation he established in 2024 

would borrow money through bonds to build the plant. Micron would 

begin making payments as soon as bond payments come due, through a 

user agreement still being negotiated, he said. 

“We’re not paying for a bond and bond interest before this thing opens 

and Micron starts paying user fees,” McMahon said. “With the user 

agreement with Micron, they would be paying the minute those bonds 

come online.”” (McMahon: Micron will pay entire cost of billion-dollar 

industrial treatment plant - syracuse.com) 

But while this clarification is a step forward, this still leaves numerous 

questions and details which should be answered and disclosed prior to 

agreeing to McMahon’s WW treatment plans. 

1. What is the engineering cost associated with the IWWTP and who is 

paying for the engineering costs currently being incurred by 

mailto:onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/02/mcmahon-micron-will-pay-entire-cost-of-billion-dollar-industrial-treatment-plant.html
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/02/mcmahon-micron-will-pay-entire-cost-of-billion-dollar-industrial-treatment-plant.html
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Onondaga County prior to the issuance of bonds to finance the 

project? 

2. What safeguards will be in place to protect county residents from 

financial loss should users in the proposed IWW District be unable or 

fail to cover the IWW costs incurred by Onondga County?  

3. Will Onondaga County be held harmless from any sort of loss or 

damages (including pollution damages)  that occur as a result of 

Onondaga County’s design, construction and operation of the IWWT 

facilities? 

4. Why is it that Micron doesn’t construct and operate its own industrial 

wastewater treatment facilities on the White Pine campus? Why is it 

necessary for WEP to house, construct and operate facilities 

exclusively for Micron’s benefit? While there may be other industrial 

customers potentially using the  IWWT, Micron will be by far the 

largest and primary user. Should the tail wag the dog? 

5. Critically, will treatment design and IWWTP operations prevent the 

discharge of the largely unregulated forever chemicals and other 

emerging highly hazardous chemicals from the environment? And 

relatedly, will Micron be willing to agree to pay whatever the cost for 

Onondaga County to protect the environment from currently poorly 

regulated chemicals of concern, presently and in the future? 

6. While it is laudable that Onondaga County’s sanitary Oak Orchard 

WWTP will be equipped with facilities to allow for water recycling 

and reuse by Micron, why is it process components and OOWWTP 

reconfiguration (such as elimination of lagoons, bridge project and 

MOPO components) necessary for the recycled water system have 

been included in the Oak Orchard WWTP upgrade already approved 
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($549M project approved in December, 2025)? Shouldn’t a substantial 

portion of the OOWWTP upgrade be paid for by Micron? WEP 

should be tasked to clearly explain the components of this project and 

clarify what components are related exclusively or largely to 

Micron’s needs. 

7. The bonding of $1.4B to $2.6B should be considered in context of 

Onondaga County’s overall financial needs. What is the impact of 

such a large sum on other county priorities and overall debt impact?  

Everyone is all excited that Micron will come and create a renaissance 

in CNY but as yet there are only promises and no commitments. 

While Micron has publicly stated they will create 9,000 jobs, the 

PILOT agreement negotiated by OCIDA requires just 4,500 jobs and 

there are as yet no guarantees about who will get those jobs, what 

they will pay and whether they will benefit the existing residents of 

the county, or whether county residents will only be in line for low 

paying service jobs which only contribute to the exacerbation of 

income inequality and maintain of a permanent underclass living 

lives in poverty. 

8. Finally, yet not least, is the idea of environmental protection and 

long-term oversight of the industrialization of the northern suburbs 

of Onondaga County. Moving forward with infrastructure and 

financing mechanisms to support industrialization must not be done 

without an equally robust program for environmental oversight. 

Onondaga County must support and fund an independent means to 

monitor for pollution which could be detrimental to the health and 

welfare of residents. Management of such monitoring and public 

dissemination of results must be placed in the hands of an 

independent body free of political interference made up of experts in 

the field, citizen stakeholders and governmental officials that have 
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responsibility for environmental protection and public health. A good 

first step would be to upgrade the staffing and responsibilities of the 

County’s Office of Environment to meeti the challenges posed by 

semiconductor manufacturing. 

 



Outlook

Micron Waste Water Action Request

From Liz Tallman 
Date Wed 2/25/2026 5:34 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>
Cc Ryan McMahon <ryanmcmahon@ongov.net>; ED-Micron <micron@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links
and attachments.

﻿Dear County Legislators,
   Please consider and act on these questions and concerns regarding finalizing agreements with Micron
in Clay, and regarding the treatment of waste water and chemical sludge waste from the site.
1. It’s my understanding that the processes sited for testing the Micron waste water and sludge (6-
NYCRR part 371) will not test for many of the chemicals to be used. Also, the current “acceptable levels”
will be high enough to still contaminate our waters and land. Please add to the testing, the specific
chemicals and levels to be allowed to meet new safe standards, as well as any updates needed as time
progresses. We must ensure that toxic chemical levels are detected and remediated before infecting the
environment and our community. Finding contamination after the water is released back to the river is
TOO LATE!

2. Since the industrial waste water treatment will be a separate district for Micron waste only, it makes
most sense to have the plant be directly on their property to reduce the possibility of mixing or leaking
over a 2 mile pipeline.

3. As technology is the fastest changing area of manufacturing, please supply concrete legal assurance
that should the Micron Clay plants become obsolete or fail to expand to the expect 4 fabs, that the
Onondaga County residents are not left holding bag, meaning both monetary and environmental
responsibility. Tax relief and grants should not allow them to come and go without full payment and or
remediation.

Without these failsafes, I invite each of you to purchase a home and raise YOUR children and
grandchildren next to this site.!!

As a voting and taxpaying citizen living 1 mile from the Micron Clay site, I stand very concerned and
fearful of the most certain long term risks facing us with this plant build and operation.
Please respond with a plan to keep us all safe while both we and Micron reap employment and profits
from this venture.

Sincerely

Elizabeth Tallman



To:  Onondaga County Chair Nicole Watts; Environmental Committee Chair Gregg Eriksen; 

Planning & Economic Development Committee Chair Elaine Denton, and all county legislators 

 

From: Lisa M. Druke 

Date: February 26, 2026 

Re: Resolution for the creation of an Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District 

 

I do not oppose the Micron FAB development in Clay.  However, I have concerns as there is 

very little information that has been shared about the Oak Orchard Industrial Wastewater 

Treatment Plant (IWWTP) including plant design, cost, treatment goals, why a sewer district needs 

to be created and the liability risks associated with creating the sewer district.  One of the largest 

risks to the County and tax payers, I feel, relates to the County becoming liable as the owner of the 

IWWTP (as the POTW) with responsibilities for discharges from the plant once operation begins.  

The County should have a say and actively establish the site-specific treatment goals as they have 

the authority to do so for the influent to and discharge from the IWWTP that will protect our land 

and waters and keep us safe.  The following pages summarize my concerns for establishing the 

industrial sewer district and recommendations for the County to establish influent limits in the 

IWDP and other discharge goals that will protect the County and the tax payers. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Micron’s WWTP effluent will be pumped ~2 miles to the Oak Orchard Industrial Wastewater 

Treatment Plant (IWWTP).  The proposed design at the head of the IWWTP includes a 3 MG 

Diversion Tank to collect high or ‘out of spec water’ from Micron’s pretreatment plant which would 

then be slowly metered into the wastewater influent and treated through the IWWTP.  Please see 

the concerns summarized below with a suggestion for a more conservative approach the County 

may consider for potentially a more stable operation of the plant. 

Item Reference Liability concern 
Risk mitigation 
recommendation 

3 MG 
Diversion 
Tank (for 
out of 
spec 
water)  

Brown & 
Caldwell, 
Figure H-1 
Conceptual 
Alt. 10 
Simplified 
Process Flow 
Diagram, (pdf 
p 182 and p. 
8). 
IWWTP 
Conceptual 
Design 
Engineering 
Report, Brown 
& Caldwell 

The proposed design of the IWWTP includes a 3 MG diversion tank to 
collect high or ‘out of spec’ water from Micron’s pretreatment plant 
which would then be slowly metered into the wastewater influent 
and treated through the IWWTP.  Follows are the liability concerns 
with this approach: 

The County should 
consider discussing 
with Micron relocating 
the 3 MG Diversion 
Tank to Micron's 
facility instead of at 
the IWWTP.  Micron 
could meter the ‘out of 
spec water’ back to the 
head of their WWTP 
(pretreatment to the 
IWWTP) when they 
have upsets. Should 
not allow ‘out of spec 
water’ to be sent to 
IWWTP as a standard 
practice.   

     a. The designed approach comes with greater risk for the overall 
treatment process at the IWWTP. 

     b. The potential for out of spec discharges to the Oneida river may 
increase with metering in ‘out of spec’ wastewater coming from 
Micron. 

     c. The current design puts more liability on the IWWTP operation 
staff to manage out of spec influent wastewater. 

     d. There will be an Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit (IWDP) 
in place on which Micron will be required to comply.  The liability 
appears to be passed to the county to manage treatment of ‘out of 
spec’ wastewater. 

 

FIGURE H-1: CONCEPTUAL ‘ALTERNATIVE 10’ SIMPLIFIED PROCESS Flow Diagram (page 182, 

Brown and Caldwell) 

 

 

3 MG 

3 MG 

https://static.ongov.net/WEP/OakOrchard_WWTP/permitting/SPDES/Engineering-Reports/OCDWEP%20IWWTP%20WRF%20CDE%20Report_111025.pdf
https://static.ongov.net/WEP/OakOrchard_WWTP/permitting/SPDES/Engineering-Reports/OCDWEP%20IWWTP%20WRF%20CDE%20Report_111025.pdf
https://static.ongov.net/WEP/OakOrchard_WWTP/permitting/SPDES/Engineering-Reports/OCDWEP%20IWWTP%20WRF%20CDE%20Report_111025.pdf
https://static.ongov.net/WEP/OakOrchard_WWTP/permitting/SPDES/Engineering-Reports/OCDWEP%20IWWTP%20WRF%20CDE%20Report_111025.pdf
https://static.ongov.net/WEP/OakOrchard_WWTP/permitting/SPDES/Engineering-Reports/OCDWEP%20IWWTP%20WRF%20CDE%20Report_111025.pdf
https://static.ongov.net/WEP/OakOrchard_WWTP/permitting/SPDES/Engineering-Reports/OCDWEP%20IWWTP%20WRF%20CDE%20Report_111025.pdf


2. The FEIS Appendix L-1 states Micron is evaluating wastewater treatment technologies and their 

removal efficiencies to treat the matrix of potential compounds in their wastewater including a 

group of Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS).   One class of short chain compounds Micron 

states they may use are FASAs. The concern with FASAs is they are considered PFAS precursors and 

may transform in wastewater treatment into more persistent forms that are harmful to human 

health.  Please review the concerns below which focus on the FASAs likely to be used by Micron and 

recommendations for the County to consider to mitigate risk to the County as the POTW 

responsible for the IWWTP.    

Item Reference Liability concern Risk mitigation recommendation 

FASAs 
(PFAS 
compound) 

MicronNY FEIS 
Appendx L 
goto p L-19 

One PFAS class that Micron states may be 
present in the wastewater coming from 
Micron facility is Perfluoroalkane sulfonamides 
(FASAs).  FASAs are primarily used 
in photolithography           and wet chemical 
processes and are likely to be used at Micron. 

1. The County as the POTW should use their 
authority to establish actionable limits in 
the IWDP to include the compounds Micron 
is using in their process to prevent pass-
through (i.e. FASAs and other compounds).                                                               

Draft SPDES 
permit link, go 
to p 28-35 

a. The FASAs class of compounds are not 
included in the Method 1633A list of 40 
compounds to be monitored and are not 
included in the IWWTP (draft) SPDES permit.  
Without action by the County, it is anticipated 
that the FASAs may be excluded from any 
monitoring which is a concern. 

 2. For the County to consider establishing 
monitoring and control limits to include 
additional discharge testing for total PFAS 
such as: Total Organic Fluorine (TOF) or 
Extractable Organic Fluorine (EOF) and 
Adsorbable Organic Fluorine (AOF) 
[organofluorines EPA method1621].                                                                                                                                                                                                  
3. As a 'higher bar treatment goal' than the 
IWWTP SPDES permit, recommend 
actionable levels (i.e. 10 ng/L) for PFOA and 
PFOS, and other levels for compounds for 
waste water discharged to outfall 01B.  

FASAs 
National 
Institutes of 
Health (.gov) 

b. Based on the characteristics of FASAs and 
the nature of biological treatment processes to 
be used by the IWWTP, an anoxic, aerobic and 
MBR system will not effectively remove FASAs 
from industrial wastewater, but it may 
partially transform them into more persistent 
perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) such as 
PFOS.  This is a potential environmental and 
health risk. 

4. [This may already be planned?] 
Implement zero liquid discharge treatment 
from Oak Orchard IWWTP.  Recommend all 
effluent from IWWTP to undergo advanced 
treatment incl. ion exchange, 
decarbonation, reverse osmosis and brine 
concentration treatment → solids.  All 
treated liquid waste is available for reuse by 
Micron. 

 

 

 

 

https://ongoved.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025_1105_MicronNY_FEIS_Appendix_L.pdf
https://ongoved.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025_1105_MicronNY_FEIS_Appendix_L.pdf
https://ongoved.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025_1105_MicronNY_FEIS_Appendix_L.pdf
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/draftpermits/Region7/Draft%20Permit_Fact%20Sheet_IndSPDES_NY0030317.pdf
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/draftpermits/Region7/Draft%20Permit_Fact%20Sheet_IndSPDES_NY0030317.pdf
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/draftpermits/Region7/Draft%20Permit_Fact%20Sheet_IndSPDES_NY0030317.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12164275/#:~:text=Abstract,subclasses%2C%20which%20are%20all%20anions.
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12164275/#:~:text=Abstract,subclasses%2C%20which%20are%20all%20anions.
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12164275/#:~:text=Abstract,subclasses%2C%20which%20are%20all%20anions.
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12164275/#:~:text=Abstract,subclasses%2C%20which%20are%20all%20anions.


The creation of the Industrial Sewer District in Onondaga County may expose the county and 

the tax payers to liability from the harmful effects of the PFAS compounds and other contaminates 

of concern discharged from the IWWTP that may not be monitored and controlled.  The County, as 

the owner of the IWWTP, has the authority through the regulatory framework to establish 

monitoring and control limits of influent water coming to their plant to prevent pass-through of 

these harmful PFAS and other contaminants of concern.  The County should consult with their 

engineer and experts, and work with Micron to develop ‘targeted treatment goals’ for the IWWTP 

to ensure our land and waters will be protected.  Other recommendations are also suggested to 

potentially improve the process.  Lastly, if not already planned for the project, implementation of a 

zero liquid discharge strategy on the IWWTP (i.e. no or minimal liquid discharges to Oneida river) is 

recommended.   

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa M. Druke, BS Chem E, MBA 

 

 

 

 

 



Outlook

Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District comments - Druke

From Lisa Druke 
Date Thu 2/26/2026 9:18 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>; Gregory Eriksen

<gregoryeriksen@ongov.net>; elaindenton@ongov.net <elaindenton@ongov.net>; Nicole Watts
<nicolewatts@ongov.net>

1 attachment (182 KB)
Druke_Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District Letter_02 26 2026.pdf;

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Hello,
Please find attached my comments regarding the resolution to create an oak orchard industrial sewer
district for your review.  Please share with county legislatures.
Thank you.
Regards,
Lisa Druke



MEMORANDUM 

TO: Onondaga County Chair Nicole Watts; Environmental Committee Chair Gregg Eriksen; 
Planning & Economic Development Committee Chair Elaine Denton, and all county 
legislators 

FROM: Donald J. Hughes 

DATE: February 23, 2026 

Re: Resolution for the creation of an Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District 

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed creation of an Oak Orchard 
Industrial Sewer District. I attended the joint meeting of your respective committees on 
February 16th. Cydney Johnson, Deputy County Executive for Physical Services 
emphasized that the creation of this district was primarily for servicing the wastewater 
needs of one user: Micron Technologies, Inc. She was asked, but was unable or unwilling, 
to provide answers to basic questions such as: 

 How much will the proposed Industrial Wastewater Treatment Plant (IWWTP) cost? 
 How will Micron repay the county for building and operating the IWWTP? 
 Who will be responsible for meeting discharge limits? 

I am not proposing that the Micron project be halted. Rather, I am calling on the 
Onondaga County Legislature to do its due diligence as an advocate for the health and 
financial wellbeing of the residents of the county. Creating this industrial sewage district is 
an essential first step towards having the county—not Micron—build a treatment facility 
specifically to treat Micron’s wastewater. My advice to you: Micron, not the county, should 
be solely responsible for treating its wastewater. Do not create an Industrial Sewer 
District. 

Here are major concerns that I have: 

1)  Extremely high costs 

The County Executive has consistently lowballed estimated cost of constructing the 
IWWTP, saying most recently that it would cost about $1 billion. However, as reported on 
Syracuse.com, the county’s own consultants have estimated much higher costs. “ the 
county’s own consultants calculate the price tag between $1.4 billion and $2.6 billion.” (G. 
Coin article published Jan. 07, 2026)1 

Regardless of whether the final cost is $1 billion or over $2 billion, the fact stands that this 
wastewater plant is enormously expensive—far more than the county has spent on any 

 
1 https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/01/microns-industrial-waste-costs-soar-for-treatment-
plant-as-critics-point-to-little-environmental-review.html 
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single project, including the upgrade of the Metro sewage treatment plant 20+ years ago. 
How would the county raise these funds?  

Once built, the treatment plant will be very costly to operate because it uses advanced 
treatment processes like ultrafiltration and reverse osmosis. 

These costs should be directly borne by Micron, not the county ratepayers! I call your 
attention to the fact that Micron is set to receive approximately $25 billion in grants and 
tax credits from the Federal and New York state governments. In addition, Micron is 
making record profits. As reported in December 17, 2025 in  Syracuse.com: “Micron’s 
sales for the quarter that ends this month were $13.6 billion, a record, the company said 
today. The previous record was set last quarter, with sales of $11.3 billion. Micron made a 
$5.2 billion profit this quarter.”2 

2) Who is responsible for environmental compliance? 

With the creation of an industrial wastewater district, the county will be operating the 
IWWTP. Complying with the SPDES discharge permit will be completely the responsibility 
of Onondaga County’s Department of Water Environment Protection. I am not confident in 
the Department’s abilities to build and operate new facilities after the recent debacle with 
the sewage sludge drying facility at the Metro treatment plant. 

In any case, why should the County be held responsible for fully treating Micron’s 
wastewater? The company has acknowledged its wastewater will contain PFAS—so-called 
“forever chemicals”—which are highly toxic, very difficult to filter out , and almost 
impossible to break down. Micron’s Final Environmental Impact Statement, Appendix L-13 
notes that  

Wastewater at the Micron Campus may include a mix of the following types of PFAS in ppt-
level concentrations: perfluoroalkyl carboxylic acids, perfluorosulfonic acids, fluorotelomer 
sulfonic acids, perfluoroalkane sulfonamides, perfluoroalkane sulfonamidoacetic acids, 
perfluoroalkane sulfonamide ethanols, per- and polyfluoroether carboxylic acids, ether sulfonic 
acids, and fluorotelomer carboxylic acid (SIA 2025). 

In addition to PFAS, there are other industrial compounds identified in Micron’s 
wastewater which must be treated. This includes mercury and tetramethyl ammonium 
hydroxide (TMAH) which are also resistant to treatment and are toxic. Under the proposed 

 
2 https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2025/12/micron-again-reports-record-sales-as-ai-market-
continues-to-boom.html  
3 FEIS, dated Nov. 7, 2025. Appendix L-1 Use, Management, and Disposal of Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances at the Micron New York Semiconductor Fabrication Facilities 
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plan, the county will assume all responsibility for making sure the water discharged to the 
Oneida River from the IWWTP meets all limits set by the state DEC. 

Furthermore, it will be the responsibility of Onondaga County to properly handle and 
dispose of the solid waste sludge(s) produced at the IWWTP. From my review of the 
treatment processes to be used at the IWWTP, we can expect that >99% of the PFAS 
entering the plant will be concentrated in those sludges. It’s not clear to me whether all of 
this material will be sent to landfills; it appears that some biosolids could be spread on 
land. In any event, the county assumes all liability from disposing of these PFAS-
contaminated materials. The county could face many lawsuits from PFAS contamination of 
properties near the land disposal sites. As but one example, the carpet industry in Georgia 
endured dozens of lawsuits from downstream communities due to their discharge of PFAS-
contaminated wastewaters.4 

3) The design is impractical  

As a former Professional Engineer, I have to point out that the basic plan simply doesn’t 
make good engineering sense. The IWWTP is to be constructed at the Oak Orchard 
sewage treatment plant, located two miles west of the Micron facility at the White Pine 
Commerce Park. Much of the treated wastewater will be pumped back to Micron for re-use 
at its facility. To do this requires the construction of a two-mile conveyance corridor across 
private properties, with a total of seven large pipes. (see attached Figure from the Micron 
FEIS) Of course large pumps have to be installed to send the water each way. And the 
electrical substation at Oak Orchard has to be expanded to accommodate the large 
electrical load of the IWWTP. 

Why not put the IWWTP at the Micron campus, thereby minimizing the construction of 
pipelines, and reducing the need for an extra substation at Oak Orchard? Micron has 
ample space to build and ample electrical power brought in from National Grid. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. Feel free to contact me with any 
questions. 

Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D. 

 

 
4 See https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/documentary/contaminated-the-carpet-industrys-toxic-
legacy/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_16702663&utm_Ne
wsletter=FRONTLINE_Digest/ 
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From: Don Hughes 
Sent: Friday, February 27, 2026 11:21 AM
To: Gregory Eriksen <gregoryeriksen@ongov.net>; Elaine Denton <ElaineDenton@ongov.net>; Nicole Watts
<NicoleWatts@ongov.net>
Subject: Re: Comments on Industrial Wastewater District in T. of Clay
 

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

One additional note: Every day, it seems, new information comes out about the toxicities of various
PFAS. Here's an article that was just sent to me today.
https://www.healthday.com/health-news/pregnancy/newborns-exposed-to-more-forever-chemicals-
than-once-thought

Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D.

=====

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.healthday.com/health-news/pregnancy/newborns-exposed-to-more-forever-chemicals-than-once-thought__;!!EOXCwN8!Cr4c6jKaGqWSNWqtvGhZ3dJT8c2FMp-Z0-z7n1f2YNjr0muJuD8BZ6cNy7guDM_krO4aFIXGJYKhY1JyutVngQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.healthday.com/health-news/pregnancy/newborns-exposed-to-more-forever-chemicals-than-once-thought__;!!EOXCwN8!Cr4c6jKaGqWSNWqtvGhZ3dJT8c2FMp-Z0-z7n1f2YNjr0muJuD8BZ6cNy7guDM_krO4aFIXGJYKhY1JyutVngQ$


=============================
"dans les champs de l'observation, le hasard ne favorise que les esprits préparés" ("In the field of
observation, chance favors only the prepared mind") Louis
Pasteur, French chemist and microbiologist (1822 -1895)

On Fri, Feb 27, 2026 at 11:16 AM Don Hughes wrote:
dear legislators Denton, Eriksen and chair Watts:

    I submitted comments about the proposed creation of the Industrial Sewage District in
Clay on Feb. 23rd. I hope you had a chance to read them.  I very much appreciate
the extension of the public hearing to March 3rd. I want to distill my comments into several
key points, and bring up something that I neglected to include in my written comments.
   I believe the legislature should NOT agree to creating this district because it paves the
way for Micron to send its wastewater to a county-owned and operated industrial
wastewater treatment plant (IWWTP). Having the county build and operate the IWWTP is
problematic on multiple levels:

1. It is very expensive.  “ the county’s own consultants calculate the price tag between $1.4
billion and $2.6 billion.” Ryan McMahon & Cydney Johnosn have claimed that Micron
"will pay for it" but details have yet to be worked out. Operating the plant will also be very
expensive, since it will use energy-intensive technologies like ultrafiltration and R.O.

2.  Why should the County be held responsible for fully treating Micron’s wastewater?
There's a witch's brew of toxic chemicals coming out of the Micron plant, including
hundreds of types of PFAS--notoriously toxic and difficult to break down. Any hiccups in
the fabrication process at the Micron facility will have to be mitigated at the county's
IWWTP. All industrial operations experience hiccups due to equipment malfunctions,
operator errors, etc. Will the county be prepared to deal with these?

3. Micron will be re-using a large portion of the treated wastewater, so it has to be pumped
back to Micron's campus at White Pine Commerce Park, a distance of two miles.

4. The IWWTP will generate a significant amount of sludge--biosolids and solid residues
from the RO process. The hundreds of PFAS and other hazardous chemicals will be
concentrated in those sludges because they are not broken down in the preceding treatment
steps. The county will be responsible for disposing of those solids, and I expect will be
liable for any future contamination issues arising from disposal of those sludges. This is not
a theoretical consideration: there are hundreds of lawsuits that have arisen due to PFAS
leaching out of landfills, land application sites, etc. As Exhibit A I invite you to watch the
movie "Dark Waters" which revolves around a lawsuit brought against PFAS contamination
from a Dupont landfill in W. Virginia. (Mark Ruffalo and Anne Hatheway star in it. It's
really quite riveting!)



There is a better way. Have Micron build the IWWTP at its campus in Clay. It makes far
more sense for them to pay for it directly, operate it, reuse the treated water right there, and
assume liability for the solid wastes. They would send the treated effluent through a single
pipeline to the Oneida River. 

Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have further questions. My cell is 315-395-1887.

respectfully,
Don Hughes

Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D.

 
======

"dans les champs de l'observation, le hasard ne favorise que les esprits préparés" ("In the field of
observation, chance favors only the prepared mind") Louis
Pasteur, French chemist and microbiologist (1822 -1895)

On Tue, Feb 24, 2026 at 12:01 AM Don Hughes  wrote:
Please see attached comments.

Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D.

=============================
"dans les champs de l'observation, le hasard ne favorise que les esprits préparés" ("In the field of
observation, chance favors only the prepared mind") Louis
Pasteur, French chemist and microbiologist (1822 -1895)



Outlook

Contact the Onondaga County Legislature

From SONIA KRAGH <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>
Date Sun 3/1/2026 8:57 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links
and attachments.

Name: SONIA KRAGH

Your Email Address:: 

Question or Comment: :
My comments relate to the proposed  establishment of an Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District which is
up for public comment and potential vote on 3March2026.
I recommend voting NO to establishing this district.
This district is being established to serve one customer, Micron, so that an Industrial Wastewater
Treatment Plant can be built to process all the chemicals and water needed in Micron's chips
manufacturing process. I.e. this district is being established for a chemical plant's waste. The Industrial
Wastewater Treatment Plant should be owned, constructed and operated by Micron. Chip manufacturing
is a HIGHLY technical process, involving hundreds if not thousands of toxic chemicals and Micron will not
release a list of what is being used, as its process is "proprietary". The public and likely the elected
officials are currently "blind" as to what may be required to safely remove and dispose of all chemicals.
Why should we take on this liability?

I am a member of Sustain CNY and chair the Micron monitoring Subcommittee of the Environmental
Committee reviewing Micron's environmental processes. We have several experts on our committee who
are career experts on wastewater, chips industry and toxic waste clean up. We have spent countless
hours reviewing Micron's Industrial Treatment Plant's engineering designs which as they stand now will
not reliably remove all chemicals, some which may discharge into the Oneida River. This has to be done
right! It is not the same as sanitary wastewater treatment plants. Toxic discharges into the Oneida River
will pollute that river, ground water, the Oswego river and ultimately Lake Ontario which is a shared lake
with Canada.
Onondaga County should not take on the financial or legal responsibility of managing the industrial
wastewater from Micron. Setting up an Industrial Sewer District is the first step to do that.
Please vote NO to establishing an Industrial Sewer District.
Our committee would be happy to meet with you to brief you on our understanding of the Industrial
Waste Water Treatment Plant based on current  designs included in the EIS and permitting processes.
Ultimately our goal is the same as yours-to ensure that our community remains healthy while Micron
joins our community as a business partner.
Sincerely, Sonia Y Kragh, MD, Chair, Sustainability Climate Change Awareness and Action, Chair, Micron
Monit in S b mittee, SustainCNY



From: Lisa Warnecke 
Date: Tue, Feb 17, 2026 at 11:57 AM
Subject: Storm drainage and floodplain impact of micron etc
To: Lisa Warnecke 

Who is incorporating everything heard this morning about all the public and private developments
impact on drainage and flooding over the multiple county area, including Oswego for example? 

Certainly a plan and drainage infrastructure is needed. Who will be responsible for doing and funding
such necessary work? Details are needed for this and WEP plans. 



Outlook

Fwd: OCWA and WEP presentations now....how will all the work be financed, etc?

---------- Forwarded m
From: Lisa Warnecke 
Date: Tue, Feb 17, 2026 at 11:31 AM
Subject: OCWA and WEP presentations now....how will all the work be financed, etc?
To: Lisa Warnecke <

 OCWA by Jeff, executive director. Will work  include needs for all fabs and full build out of white pines
too? Financing? 

Impact on drainage, floodplain? Live stream on line until 1.30 pm. 

Finally OCWA had a professional presentation using public data and their internal GIS capacity to
create informative maps. WEP less so. 

Why wasn't public data from  county, SMTC,  CNYRPB, Clay  etc and GIS capabilities on maps used for
the housing presentation? Hopefully the county is using internally generated data, GIS and other
capabilities for decision-making. 

Thanks much for your insight and suggestions 
Lisa 



Outlook

Contact the Onondaga County Legislature

From Martha Viglietta <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>
Date Sun 3/1/2026 3:53 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links
and attachments.

Name: Martha Viglietta

Your Email Address:: 

Question or Comment: :
I am concerned about the County agreeing to build pay for and operate a wastewater treatment facility
for Micron. I would also like to have a lomger period of time for the legislature to deliberate on this
issue, and particularly to receive comments from the community, and consider those comments in their
decisions.

Why is Micron not building its own treatment plant, and why not build it much closer to the fabs? My
understanding from the beginning of this process was that Micron was committing to take care of its
own waste water. The kinds of toxins that will result from the chemical processes in the plant will be
foreign to our wastewater treatment department, I would imagine. I have heard that forever chemicals
like PFAS will be abundant in the wastewater. Micron should be fully responsible for the effective
remediation of all of its own waste water.

Thank you.



Outlook

Micron Wastewater

From WENDY YOST 
Date Sun 3/1/2026 7:55 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

There are many concerns about the Onondaga County taking on the responsibility of treating
Micron's industrial waster, which contains highly toxic PFAS chemicals, some of which they say
they can't disclose.
1. Can the county truly and safely manage industrial waste?
Experts like Don Hughes are not convinced the county can adequately perform advanced toxic
industrial waste treatment. 
2. There will be increased energy demand and leakage risks, from passing waste through 2
miles of pipes.
3.  All the wastewater will be transported 2 miles from Micron's campus to Oak Orchard, then
the ultra-processed water returned to Micron. This transfer requires significant energy use, as
does installing and maintaining the pipes. Further, all pipes eventually leak. The surrounding
soils can be subject to "soil heave" from weather extremes. Moving soils can break pipes, as we
saw from this winter's huge water main break affecting 'Onondaga County Water Authority'
(OCWA). 
4.  No one has given reasons why the Legislature must approve this district now. Last
November, Micron delayed their project here in Clay by 2 to 3 years.
5.  No specifics agreements have been made or who will pay or how much the treatment facility
will cost.  Estimates made by consultants vary widely from 1.4 to 2.6 billion.
6.  It is not clear if the county or the Micron will be liable for damages related to spills.
7.  There has been no environmental impact study of this part of the project that is base on
transporting the water. 

The legislature should vote No for now on the current plan for wastewater treatment.

Wendy Yost

   



Outlook

Oak Orchard Treatment Plant

From Ronald Monsour 
Date Sun 3/1/2026 8:08 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

I respectfully ask that this proposal be tabled.  



Outlook

Wastewater Treatment Plant

From Mary Monsour 
Date Sun 3/1/2026 8:51 PM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Please vote No on the Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District.  It makes more sense for Micron to build
and operate the industrial wastewater treatment plant. 



Outlook

Comments on sewer district proposal

From Meghan Yeomans 
Date Mon 3/2/2026 8:53 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links
and attachments.

Hi,
I am writing to urge you to vote NO on the sewer district proposal for Micron. I trust the experts and
their assessment of potential damage (leaking pipes, toxic chemicals pollution, and financial
responsibility on the county, etc) more than profiteers.
At least the process can be slowed or delayed to be sure it is ethical and in the best interest of our
community and not just Micron.
Thank you,
Meghan Yeomans

Sent from my iPhone



Outlook

Environmental Comments about Micron

From Glenn Griffin 
Date Tue 3/3/2026 6:01 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Hey!
     I feel that the upcoming chip factories must have stricter emissions control.  There must be
dialogue about how to reduce any harmful emissions and greenhouse gases which may be created as
a byproduct of chip production.  There must be a recycling program at the Micron factory to reduce all
trash and industrial waste.  I feel that both Micron and Onondaga County should collaborate and
research to see if a smart grid could bring better electricity supply to the region while also powering
the chip factories.  A smart grid is an electricity network that uses communications and sensors to
monitor and manage both energy supply and demand.  I also wish that the upcoming chip factories
utilise carbon neutral materials whenever possible.
Sincerely, Glenn Griffin



Please distribute the following to all the Onondaga COunty legislators prior to the Legislative session
on March 3rd. I ask that you incorporate these comments into the public record for the associated
public hearing. 
respectfully,
 
Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D.

=============================
"dans les champs de l'observation, le hasard ne favorise que les esprits préparés" ("In the field of
observation, chance favors only the prepared mind") Louis
Pasteur, French chemist and microbiologist (1822 -1895)

dear legislators and chair Watts:

    I submitted comments about the proposed creation of the Industrial Sewage District in Clay
on Feb. 23rd. I hope you had a chance to read them.  I very much appreciate the extension of
the public hearing to March 3rd. I want to distill my comments into several key points, and
bring up something that I neglected to include in my written comments.
   I believe the legislature should NOT agree to creating this district because it paves the way
for Micron to send its wastewater to a county-owned and operated industrial wastewater
treatment plant (IWWTP). Having the county build and operate the IWWTP is problematic on
multiple levels described below.
   At a minimum, I request that a vote on Mr. Eriksen's resolution at least be delayed until the
April legislative session so that legislators and interested parties have ample time to read
public comments submitted up until the close of the public hearing on March 3rd.

Comments on the Resolution to establish an Industrial Wastewater District in Clay,
NY:

1. It is very expensive. According to reporting on syracuse.com
(https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/02/mcmahon-micron-will-pay-entire-cost-of-billion-dollar-
industrial-treatment-plant.html) "The county’s own consultants calculate the price tag between
$1.4 billion and $2.6 billion.” Ryan McMahon & Cydney Johnson have claimed that Micron
"will pay for it" but details have yet to be worked out. Operating the plant will also be very
expensive, since it will use energy-intensive technologies like ultrafiltration and R.O.
   So far, no details have been provided as to the fiscal arrangements between Micron and the
county. Supposedly the creation of the industrial wastewater district provides a mechanism
for billing Micron. What is that mechanism? There is no mention of financial obligations in
the Resolution under consideration. 
  Has the county ever created an industrial wastewater district in the past for such a purpose?
In the past the county has had large industries, such as Bristol-Myers (later Bristol-Myers-

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://syracuse.com__;!!EOXCwN8!HhicGO8Da5kCcgP0A9yMt8IISfyCCQruFLz2EwRKNcqv9uujEmniWqRwGZcvuQDKuIHt8w8_dqPQvEuA74-7J4yjW_x-VnIy$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/02/mcmahon-micron-will-pay-entire-cost-of-billion-dollar-industrial-treatment-plant.html__;!!EOXCwN8!HhicGO8Da5kCcgP0A9yMt8IISfyCCQruFLz2EwRKNcqv9uujEmniWqRwGZcvuQDKuIHt8w8_dqPQvEuA74-7J4yjW2xnDsQe$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/02/mcmahon-micron-will-pay-entire-cost-of-billion-dollar-industrial-treatment-plant.html__;!!EOXCwN8!HhicGO8Da5kCcgP0A9yMt8IISfyCCQruFLz2EwRKNcqv9uujEmniWqRwGZcvuQDKuIHt8w8_dqPQvEuA74-7J4yjW2xnDsQe$


Squibb) which discharged large quantities of industrial waste into the sewer system. I am not
aware of any special districts having been set up for them. 

2.  Why should the County be held responsible for fully treating Micron’s wastewater?
There's a witch's brew of toxic chemicals coming out of the Micron plant, including hundreds
of types of PFAS--notoriously toxic and difficult to break down. Any hiccups in the
fabrication process at the Micron facility will have to be mitigated at the county's IWWTP.
All industrial operations experience hiccups due to equipment malfunctions, operator errors,
etc. Will the county be prepared to deal with these?

3. Micron will be re-using a large portion of the treated wastewater, so it has to be pumped
back to Micron's campus at White Pine Commerce Park, a distance of two miles. From a
design and liability point of view, it makes little sense to send the wastewater and treated
water back-and-forth.

4. The IWWTP will generate a significant amount of sludge--biosolids and solid residues
from the RO process. The hundreds of PFAS and other hazardous chemicals will be
concentrated in those sludges because they are not broken down in the preceding treatment
steps. The county will be responsible for disposing of those solids, and I expect will be liable
for any future contamination issues arising from disposal of those sludges. This is not a
theoretical consideration: there are hundreds of lawsuits that have arisen due to PFAS
leaching out of landfills, land application sites, etc. As Exhibit A I invite you to watch the
movie "Dark Waters" which revolves around a lawsuit brought against PFAS contamination
from a Dupont landfill in W. Virginia. (Mark Ruffalo and Anne Hatheway star in it. It's really
quite riveting!)

There is a better way. Do not create a district. Rather, let Micron build the IWWTP at its
campus in Clay. It makes far more sense for them to pay for it directly, operate it, reuse the
treated water right there, and assume liability for the solid wastes. They would send the
treated effluent through a single pipeline to the Oneida River. 

Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have further questions. 

respectfully,
Don Hughes

Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D.



Outlook

Re: Comments on proposed industrial wastewater district in Clay

From Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <OnondagaCountyLegislature@ongov.net>
Date Tue 3/3/2026 10:04 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature

<onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>
Cc Glenn Coin <gcoin@syracuse.com>

Confirming Receipt of your Public Comment. 

From: Paul Doody 
Sent: Monday, March 2, 2026 4:52 PM
To: Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>
Cc
Subject: Comments on proposed industrial wastewater district in Clay
 

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Attached are my comments on the proposed industrial wastewater district in Clay, NY. Please confirm
receipt of these comments and feel free to reach out with any questions or if you would like to discuss
any of the comments. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

P
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Comments on Proposed Industrial Wastewater District 

Submitted to Onondaga County Legislature (March 2, 2026) 
I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the proposal to establish an 
Industrial Wastewater District in Clay, NY to facilitate acceptance and treatment of 
industrial wastewater from the Micron Semiconductor Facility sited at the White Pines 
Industrial Park along Route 31 in Clay, NY. My name is Paul Doody, residing at  

 Baldwinsville, NY . I am a retired 
chemical/environmental professional engineer (NY P.E. 067405) and spent my early 
career working for IBM as a Facilities Engineer at their semiconductor facility in East 
Fishkill, NY followed by 35 years as an environmental consultant addressing 
contamination at numerous hazardous waste sites with specialization in addressing 
contaminated aquatic sites. I also have experience in risk management associated with 
my work as an environmental consultant. I provided verbal comments at the February 
17, 2026 public hearing. The comments provided herein are my own personal 
comments and provide additional details in support of those verbal comments, as well 
as some additional comments. If there is any discrepancy the comments provided 
herein shall supersede my verbal comments.  

First and foremost, I recommend that the county legislature not accept responsibility for 
treating Micron’s industrial wastewater. We are taking on unnecessary risk and liability 
that Micron should be responsible for. However, if there have been previous legal 
agreements that the county cannot back out of then I am providing some initial 
identification of, and in some cases recommendations to help mitigate potential risks 
and liabilities. Finally, I would welcome the opportunity to engage in a dialogue with the 
legislature, WEP or its engineers to discuss any details regarding my comments and 
concerns. 

Summary of Comments 
1. I am recommending that the County Legislature delay any vote on the proposed 

industrial wastewater district until all necessary information is available to 
address concerns from the legislature as well as address all comments provided 
by the public. 

2. I am very concerned with the unnecessary risks and liability the county and its 
taxpayers are taking on by accepting and treating industrial wastewater from 
Micron. In my opinion Micron should treat its own wastewater on its property for 
recycle or discharge under a Micron-owned NY SPDES discharge permit. It is 
unnecessary to accept the liability as Micron should be fully responsible for its 
own wastes. 
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3. I recommend that the portion of the proposed wastewater district south of Route 
31 be excluded from the district up and until it is known what industry(ies) plan(s) 
to establish an operation at that location and the need for industrial wastewater 
treatment can be fully assessed.  

4. The lack of detail on Micron’s chemical usage and planned pretreatment of its 
wastewater must be resolved before the county agrees to accept and treat the 
wastewater. 

The remainder of my comments provide additional detail in support of the four summary 
comments listed above. 

1. The vote on establishing the industrial wastewater district should 
be delayed until adequate information is available 

It’s critical that the legislature have all necessary information to address all concerns 
both the legislature and the public have before voting on establishing the industrial 
wastewater district. My key concerns with having the county transport and treat Micron’s 
industrial wastewater are described in subsequent sections but generally include the 
following: 

• The legislature must ensure Micron is going to pay for the construction, operation 
and maintenance as well as decommissioning in the future, regardless of what 
those costs amount to. The legislature needs to clearly make sure taxpayers and 
users are not going to see increased costs due to the county accepting and 
treating Micron’s industrial waste. 

• The legislature must fully identify the risks and understand the liabilities the 
county is taking on by accepting and treating the wastewater (see additional 
discussion under Item 2). Adequate mitigation efforts must be established to 
minimize the risks and liabilities. 

• The legislature must assess and address the public comments received. The due 
date of March 3 for comments does not allow enough time for the legislature to 
assess and address them in time to facilitate a vote on March 3, 2026. 

• What obligations does establishing the district impose on the county? Is the 
county then obligated to accept industrial wastes from all future occupants within 
the district? If the answer is yes then the legislature must delay the vote until 
comments can be fully assessed and addressed.  

2. Accepting and treating industrial wastewater creates unnecessary 
risks and liability to the county (and its taxpayers) 

I believe that the county is taking on unnecessary risk and liability and should not be 
accepting and treating Micron’s industrial wastewater. Micron should take full 
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responsibility for its own industrial wastewater, including collection, treatment and 
discharge in accordance with its own NY SPDES discharge permit. I have preliminarily 
identified a number of risks and liabilities that should be considered, as summarized 
below: 

• There are risks and liabilities associated with the costs for construction of the 
facility, training for operators and general construction risks. Based on a January 
11, 2026 article in Syracuse.com (Micron’s industrial waste: Costs soar for 
treatment plant as critics point to little environmental review) I understand Brown 
and Caldwell, an engineering firm retained by the county to perform a conceptual 
engineering design analysis of the industrial wastewater treatment system, has 
estimated the construction costs to be on the order of $1.4 Billion to $2.6 Billion 
(which were much higher than earlier estimates of $500 Million). In the same 
article Ryan McMahon is quoted as saying “I continue to use the billion-dollar 
number, under no circumstances can there be a $2.7 billion industrial project or 
else there just won’t be a project. That’s just a fact.” In more recent articles over 
the past week where Ryan McMahon has indicated that Micron will pay for the 
full treatment system he continues to state the $1 billion estimated cost. The 
question remains as to what happens if costs actually end up above “the $1 
billion number”? Will Micron pay no matter the cost or is there some maximum 
value that Micron won’t pay beyond, in which case who pays the difference? Well 
of course the county and rate payers and/or taxpayers will. The county cannot 
accept the liability for costs that Micron refuses to pay. Most importantly the 
system needs to be designed and constructed with adequate redundancy and 
reliability to ensure continuous treatment and that discharge requirements can be 
met. It will cost what it needs to cost to be done right and minimize risks to the 
county. The best approach in my opinion is to have Micron treat its own industrial 
wastewater on its property and discharge treated water under their own NY 
SPDES permit. They can accept all the cost risks, and control their own costs. If 
the county still decides to treat Micron’s industrial wastewater, the agreement 
must be crystal clear that Micron will pay whatever the costs end up being for the 
construction, training, startup and operation of the facility. In addition, Micron 
should provide legally binding financial assurances that they will pay for the 
decommissioning and demolition of the facility at the end of its useful life. Any 
cost estimates that are used in legal agreements must include an adequate 
contingency.  

• If the system is constructed and Micron backs out of the project in Clay will they 
pay for all costs incurred as of that date by the County? This could present 
significant liability to the county and its rate payers and taxpayers. 

• The current treatment plant proposed by Brown and Caldwell (described in its 
November 2025 report Conceptual Design Engineering Report - CDER) includes 
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several treatment components that are not typically employed in municipal 
wastewater treatment. As such, there are increased risks of problems during 
operations so adequate training and maintenance of the systems is imperative.  

• There are always risks associated with construction, both monetary and health 
and safety risks the county is taking on. 

• There are potentially significant risks related to unforeseen, inadvertent 
discharges associated with unacceptable contamination from Micron, equipment 
malfunctions, system leaks, etc. These could include superfund liability if 
discharges result in unacceptable human health and environmental risks in the 
Oneida River, Oswego River and/or Lake Ontario. The county could be identified 
as a responsible party requiring legal defense and potential cost liability for 
cleanup. There are also risks to OCWA’s water intake if unacceptable 
contaminant levels reach the water intake just west of the Oswego River 
discharge.  

• There are risks associated with PFAS (commonly referred to as forever 
chemicals) and other currently unregulated chemicals. Based on the process flow 
diagrams developed by Brown and Caldwell it appears that both the bridge 
project for FAB1 and the combined FAB1/FAB2 alternative will be discharging 
wastewater with only biological treatment for the industrial wastewater. PFAS and 
other recalcitrant compound do not break down with biological treatment so any 
PFAS in the wastewater from Micron will be discharged to the Oneida River. If 
this results in unacceptable risks in the Rivers and Lake Ontario they could 
create liability to the county as described in the prior bullet.  

• I recommend that the county evaluate whether a FAB1 bridge project is 
necessary given the revised schedule Micron released in late 2025 (i.e., pushed 
out startup by a couple years). It’s possible a single project (i.e., Alternative 11 in 
Brown and Caldwell’s CDER) could be implemented reducing schedule risks with 
two individual projects. 

• Micron has refused to disclose its chemical usage to the public, so the county 
must ensure it and its engineers are fully informed about the chemicals to be 
discharged to county. The list of chemicals provided in the SPDES permit 
application (identified by Micron as being worst case concentrations) must be 
ground-truthed and independently confirmed. 

• It appears quite illogical to pipe 33.5 MGD over two miles from Micron’s facility to 
the Oak Orchard facility, then return treated wastewater over two miles back to 
Micron for reuse. There are risks from pipeline breaks between Micron and Oak 
Orchard. Brown and Caldwell’s CDER indicates that the county will have 
ownership of the 7 force mains (three 30-inch and  four 20-inch lines – three of 
which are redundant backup lines). The two 30 inch lines will be transporting 
industrial wastewater from the Micron facility to the Oak Orchard facility. Any 
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leaks associated with pipe breaks or small unnoticeable leaks could contaminate 
groundwater or reach the Oneida River untreated creating potential liability for 
the county. I would recommend that Micron take full responsibility for these 
pipelines, not the county. This won’t necessarily reduce the risks but it would 
avoid the county accepting them. I would also recommend that secondary 
containment be evaluated as mitigation for the raw industrial wastewater lines to 
mitigate for potential pipeline leaks. Obviously the simplest mitigation is to have 
Micron treat its industrial wastewater at the Micron facility, reuse as much treated 
water as possible and only pipe adequately treated industrial wastewater to the 
Oneida River under its own NY SPDES permit. 

• There are risks associated with violations of the county’s NY SPDES permit, 
either due to problems with the treatment system or exceedances from Micron. In 
either event notices of violation (and any potential fines) would be issued to the 
county. 

• I would note that the issues which have arisen with the sludge drying facility the 
county constructed help demonstrate some of the issues that come up with 
projects like this. There were cost overruns and difficulties with startup and 
operations (toxic air worker exposure).  

• There are risks associated with the construction and startup schedule of the 
industrial wastewater treatment system. Will the county be liable for business 
interruption costs to Micron if the facility cannot be operational in time to accept 
wastewater from Micron? In addition, if problems arise during operations that 
prevent Micron from discharging all its industrial wastewater will the county be 
liable for business interruption costs? I would note that there are only four hours 
of equalization time proposed at the county’s treatment system which does not 
provide much emergency storage. Given the anticipated flow rates from Micron 
(i.e., 33.5 MGD with all four FABs) it will be challenging to provide significant 
emergency storage at the Oak Orchard property. Micron should consider 
providing adequate emergency storage at Micron’s plant site (where more space 
is available) to mitigate this risk. 

• The county should implement a thorough risk management assessment to 
catalogue all identifiable risks, prioritize the risks and establish mitigation efforts 
with responsibility for higher priority risks. It will be important that all stakeholders 
participate and contribute to this process including the county and its engineers, 
Micron and its engineers, the Town of Clay and the community. If the county does 
not have a protocol for such a process, I would be happy to share a process I 
have used on numerous projects. The results will help the county better assess 
whether taking on the responsibility for treating Micron’s industrial wastewater is 
warranted. I do believe that if the county proceeds with treating Micron’s 
industrial wastewater it is imperative that adequate indemnification be provided 
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from Micron to the County, as a mitigation element in the risk management 
assessment. 

3. The inclusion of the parcel south of route 31 should be deferred 
It is currently unknown if and what industries might develop in the area south of Route 
31. As such we don’t know the nature of operations, chemical usage or characteristics 
of wastewater. In addition, the current industrial treatment system identified by Brown 
and Caldwell does not include any excess capacity and due to the uncertainties of 
future development, additional treatment capacity and treatment components would 
need to be developed. If this area of the proposed district is being included to entice 
development, then the County must have the ability to deny acceptance if the 
wastewater discharges present unacceptable risks. The county would also have the 
option of utilizing a more traditional approach of accepting treated industrial wastewater 
into the county’s municipal treatment facility via an industrial user pretreatment permit.  

4. Lack of detail from Micron 
We do not know at this point what Micron will be doing to pretreat its wastewater, they 
have provided a list of potential technologies but have not committed to install any 
particular treatment train. Without knowing what they plan to use for pretreatment how 
can the county be confident about the quality of wastewater they are accepting? 

As noted above, Micron will not reveal to the public the chemicals or quantities being 
delivered, used and discharged from its facility. It has provided a relatively short list of 
chemicals it expects in the industrial wastewater discharge along with worst case 
concentrations. The county should demand a complete list of chemicals, a mass 
balance showing the disposition of each chemical to allow the county to ground truth the 
anticipated wastewater quantities and characteristics. Effective treatment requires solid 
knowledge of what is being treated. This information should be provided and a high 
level of confidence established by the county before accepting responsibility for 
treatment of Micron’s industrial wastewater. 

5. Other Comments 
It is reasonable for the county to accept sanitary (also referred to as municipal) 
wastewater from Micron and any other industries developed in the area. The presenters 
at the February 17, 2026 meeting all seemed to focus on issues related to Fab 1 and 
Fab 2 (except jobs which the numbers seemed to be for all four Fabs), but Micron has 
claimed they must develop 4 Fabs for the operation to be profitable so why was there 
no discussion on impacts from all four FABs? Both the OCWA and WEP presenters 
focused on Fabs 1 and 2 but there would be double the needs for all four fabs. This 
should be clarified. 
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I believe it is imperative that a robust environmental monitoring program be established 
to track environmental conditions in surface water, wetlands, groundwater, air, and the 
community impacts. This would include initiating a baseline monitoring effort to 
determine conditions prior to Micron beginning operations, then tracking conditions over 
time during operations. We have developed a framework for such a program and would 
appreciate the county’s support for its implementation to help protect the public. We 
would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with the county legislature. 

Conclusion 
I recommend that the county legislature not accept responsibility for treating Micron’s 
industrial wastewater. We are taking on unnecessary risk and liability that Micron should 
be responsible for. However, if there have been previous legal agreements that the 
county cannot back out of then I have provided some initial identification of, and in some 
cases recommendations to help mitigate those risks and liabilities. Finally, I would 
welcome the opportunity to engage in a dialogue with the legislature, WEP or its 
engineers to discuss any details regarding my comments and concerns. 



Outlook

Jobs to Move America Comment: Resolution to create the Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District

From Anna Smith 
Date Tue 3/3/2026 10:42 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net>
Cc

1 attachment (158 KB)
JMA_Onondaga County Leg Letter_ Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District.pdf;

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Dear Onondaga County Legislators; 

On behalf of Jobs to Move America (JMA) we respectfully submit the following letter to share our
concerns regarding Micron’s proposed creation of a new Industrial Sewer District to house its
industrial wastewater treatment plant. Please find our letter attached as a pdf. 

We appreciate your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Anna Smith

Anna N. Smith (she/her)

Senior Researcher 

Jobs to Move America

Sign up for our newsletter!

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://jobstomoveamerica.org/get-updates/__;!!EOXCwN8!AXoDI84QGHk2KlO8j3JSW8n0YfFkEBjBYSt9pu_4qsRXQLnc3zk8etH7Nj28uYSHeMjZ-Vacm8SJvXS6m1Ut3eWWVDHIBz_GJ4I6LQ$


 

March 3, 2026 

Onondaga County Legislature 
401 Montgomery Street 
Room 407 Court House 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
 
Submitted via: onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net 
 
Re: Resolution for the creation of an Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Onondaga County Legislators, 

On behalf of Jobs to Move America (JMA) we respectfully submit the following letter to share 
our concerns regarding Micron’s proposed creation of a new Industrial Sewer District to house 
its industrial wastewater treatment plant (IWWTP). We urge the Legislature to withhold voting 
to approve the creation of this district until: 

1.​ Onondaga County and Micron disclose detailed breakdown of the project cost and 
receive enforceable assurances that the project costs will not fall to ratepayers or 
otherwise be paid with public dollars. 

2.​ Micron agrees to disclose the full list of chemicals they plan to use. 
3.​ Micron agrees to strengthen pretreatment requirements that use treatment technologies 

that actually destroy PFAS, rather than simply filter PFAS. 

Jobs to Move America is a strategic policy center that works to transform public spending and 
corporate behavior using a comprehensive approach that is rooted in racial and economic 
justice and community organizing. We seek to advance a fair and prosperous economy with 
good jobs and healthier communities for all.  JMA is a member of CNY United for Community 
Benefits which is an alliance of Central New York workers, community leaders, educators, and 
environmentalists working to ensure that public subsidies given to Micron translate to real 
benefits for the communities in our region. We are calling on Micron to negotiate a community 
benefits agreement (CBA) to ensure the project provides enforceable and transparent benefits 
for the community and workers.  
 
To meet the wastewater needs of the expansive Micron Campus planned in Clay, NY, Micron is 
proposing the creation of  a new Industrial Sewer District to house its IWWTP in order to 
process up to 50 million gallons of industrial wastewater per day. We are not opposed to this 
project and believe that if done with community safety as a priority this plant and Micron’s 
facility can substantially reduce the risks to health and well-being of the people of Central New 
York. However, as the plan currently stands, we have outstanding questions and concerns related 

mailto:onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net
https://centralnyunited.org/
https://centralnyunited.org/


 

to the cost of construction and operation of the facility, transparency around the chemicals to be 
used, and crucially ensuring that comprehensive monitoring and treatment processes protect 
against pollution the Oneida River and into Lake Ontario.  
 

Cost of the Industrial Wastewater Treatment Plant (IWWTP)  

We appreciate the recent assurances that Micron will bear the cost of the treatment plant.1 
However, these assurances do not provide any enforceable guarantees to ensure Micron indeed 
covers the cost of the treatment plant. Notably, the County has not yet made the cost breakdown 
of the project public. The public deserves a detailed breakdown of the project cost. Without a 
clear breakdown of project costs and Micron’s payment structure to cover these costs, Micron 
and the County Executive’s promises are not enforceable.  

We urge the Legislature to provide a detailed breakdown of the project cost including how the 
expansion costs may impact sewer rates for ratepayers. Without public transparency about the 
cost breakdown of the project and how Micron will repay the county including the exact 
repayment schedules, it is not clear how ratepayers will be impacted. 

Monitoring, Treatment, and Transparency on Use of Chemicals 

We are particularly concerned about the monitoring, treatment, and prevention of PFAS chemical 
discharges. According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), PFAS are “an urgent 
public health and environmental issue facing communities across the United States.”2  

Known as “forever chemicals,” PFAS are highly persistent and mobile in the environment, easily 
traveling through streams, rivers, and other water bodies, including drinking water sources.3 
Because they break down very slowly, PFAS can easily bioaccumulate in human beings, wildlife, 
and the environment over time.4 PFAS are highly toxic and linked to serious health problems, 
including damage to liver, thyroid, and pancreatic function; increased risk of high blood pressure 

4 EPA. Our Current Understanding of the Human Health and Environmental Risks of PFAS, 
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/our-current-understanding-human-health-and-environmental-risks. 
 

3 Ian T. Cousins et al. ://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2019/em/c8em00515j.  
 

2 EPA. 2021. “PFAS Strategic Roadmap: EPA’s Commitments to Action 2021–2024.” October,  
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/pfas-roadmap_final-508.pdf. 
 

1 Glenn Coin, 2025. “McMahon: Micron will pay entire cost of billion-dollar industrial treatment plant.” 
Syracuse.com. February 22. 
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/02/mcmahon-micron-will-pay-entire-cost-of-billion-dollar-industrial-treatm
ent-plant.html.  
 

https://www.epa.gov/pfas/our-current-understanding-human-health-and-environmental-risks
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2019/em/c8em00515j
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/pfas-roadmap_final-508.pdf
http://syracuse.com
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/02/mcmahon-micron-will-pay-entire-cost-of-billion-dollar-industrial-treatment-plant.html
https://www.syracuse.com/micron/2026/02/mcmahon-micron-will-pay-entire-cost-of-billion-dollar-industrial-treatment-plant.html


 

or pre-eclampsia in pregnant women; developmental delays; immune system harm; hormone 
disruption; increased cholesterol levels; and increased risk of kidney or testicular cancer.5,6 

The semiconductor industry is known to use and discharge a broad range of harmful  
chemicals, including per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Given the serious risks  
these chemicals pose to human health and the environment, it is imperative that The County 
hold Micron to the highest standard for monitoring and treating PFAS and other hazardous 
chemicals in their industrial discharge treatment. 

 
Micron’s Chemical disclosures are incomplete 

Micron’s chemical disclosures omit most of the hundreds of PFAS types used in semiconductor 
manufacturing on the basis that such information is confidential business information suggesting 
that there are potential PFAS compounds specific to the Micron facility.7 PFAS in wastewater, 
even after treatment, can bioaccumulate and persist in Lake Ontario, potentially impacting 
drinking water. Current regulatory requirements are not protective of the environment because 
they do not address the hundreds of persistent and toxic PFAS found in the semiconductor 
industry’s wastewater.  

As currently drafted, the pollution limits and monitoring requirements for PFAS are inadequate 
to protect water quality, the environment, and the health of workers as well as surrounding 
communities. These inadequate requirements do not need to be the standard. In Oregon, Intel, a 
semiconductor company that operates two manufacturing facilities in the state, is required to 
regularly monitor and report to the state their water monitoring per the state’s water quality 
permit requirements.8 Micron can and should be held to similar standards to ensure the 
community is protected from water contamination and that their reporting is made public. 

We urge the Onondaga County Legislature to ensure transparency about project costs and to 
strengthen chemical monitoring, treatment, and minimization requirements in the Oak Orchard 

8 Clean Water Services. 2025. 2025 Annual Report: National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
Watershed-Based Waste Discharge Permit. March. 
https://cleanwaterservices.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2024-NPDES-Annual-Report-ADA.pdf. ; Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality. “Water Quality Permits.”  
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/wqpermits/pages/npdes-e-reporting.aspx.  

7  OCIDA, 2025. New York State Environmental Quality Review Act: Findings Statement Findings Statement. 
Appendix A-5, Solid Waste and Hazardous Materials Comment 8. 
 
 

6 CDC. How PFAS Impacts Your Health. 
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/about/health-effects.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/health-ef
fects/index.html. 
 

5 Ibid. 
 

https://cleanwaterservices.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2024-NPDES-Annual-Report-ADA.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/wqpermits/pages/npdes-e-reporting.aspx
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/about/health-effects.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/health-effects/index.html
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/about/health-effects.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/health-effects/index.html


 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. In particular, Onondaga County should require Micron to be 
transparent with The County and the public about the chemicals and chemical combinations 
used in their chip manufacturing process that will ultimately be treated at the IWWTP. Micron’s 
claims that such information is proprietary business information is an unacceptable excuse. 
This information will empower The County, workers, and communities to understand how to 
protect their health and safety before any long-term exposure to toxic chemicals occurs. 

 
Strengthen Pretreatment Requirements for PFAS 

The proposed treatment methods (reverse osmosis, nanofiltration, activated carbon, ion 
exchange) filter but do not destroy PFAS. Testing methods only detect ~40 PFAS types, while 
hundreds may be present. Non-target PFAS may exceed known ones in concentration.  Micron 
should be required to use treatment technologies that actually destroy PFAS, rather than simply 
filter PFAS. As part of the industrial pretreatment program implementation requirements 
NYSDEC and OCDWEP should develop a PFAS Minimization and Management Plan with each 
Significant Industrial User (SIU), including Micron. These plans should be prepared prior to 
beginning operations and updated annually. The goal of any program of removal, treatment, or 
destruction for PFAS should be ZERO releases, as much as practical. That is, technologies, not 
numerical standards—which do not exist—should be the basis of the approach to eliminating 
PFAS in chipmaking wastewater. 

 

Environmental compliance 

With the creation of an industrial wastewater district, the county will be operating the IWWTP. 
Complying with the State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) discharge permit 
will be the responsibility of Onondaga County’s Department of Water Environment Protection 
(OCDWEP). Under the proposed  plan, The County will assume all responsibility for making 
sure the water discharged to the Oneida River from the IWWTP meets all limits set by the New 
York State Department of Conservation (NYSDEC).  Furthermore, it will be the responsibility 
of Onondaga County to properly handle and  dispose of the solid waste sludge(s) produced at 
the IWWTP. Based on a review of the treatment processes to be used at the IWWTP, we can 
expect that up to 99% of the PFAS  entering the plant will be concentrated in those sludges. As 
the plan currently stands, it is unclear where all this material will be sent, placing all liability 
from disposing of these PFAS contaminated materials on The County.  

 
We urge the Onondaga County Legislature to withhold voting to approve the creation of the 
industrial wastewater district until Onondaga County and Micron disclose a detailed breakdown 
of the project cost and provide enforceable assurances that the project costs will not fall to 



 

ratepayers. Additionally, we urge The Legislature to not approve the project until Micron agrees 
to disclose the full list of chemicals they plan to use and provide a comprehensive overview of 
how these chemicals will be treated to the highest standard possible. 

We thank you for your efforts to protect the community and hold Micron to the strongest 
standards and look forward to working with you on these important issues. We hope that the 
County Legislature will be supportive of our efforts to negotiate a CBA with Micron to ensure 
enforceable benefits from Micron for the community and workers. 

Sincerely, 

Jobs to Move America  
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Public Comment = 'Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District'

From Peter King
Date Tue 3/3/2026 11:45 AM
To Office of the Onondaga County Legislature <legislature@ongov.net>; Nodesia Hernandez

<NodesiaHernandez@ongov.net>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of Onondaga County's email system. Use caution with links and
attachments.

Hello Onondaga County legislature,
    I will make my comment short.
    * Yes, the legislature feels pressure to approve this (paper) district map, so that the County has
some assurance Micron will fully pay for their wastewater treatment.
    * Especially, the Dems may feel pressure not to waste their new majority by appearing like stalling
Micron.
    * However, we should understand this decision cannot be easily retracted, and further will bear
impacts on generational scales.
        * Please consider the idiom, 'measure twice, cut once'.
        * Even if the system is designed with state-of-the-art equipment, for removing all
contamination whatsoever...
    * The 2+ miles of pipelines can break with basic soil heaving. We have all recently seen what can
happen in local soils with the OCWA pipeline break, this Dec. 2025.
        * Example = The Dec. OCWA break was triggered by shifting soils influenced by temperature and
moisture extremes, from this winter's extreme weather conditions here (See Stuckey in Syracuse.com,
Dec. 22, 2025).
            * In northern CNY, we have poorly-drained soils like clay, silt and sand which are more
likely to shift from extreme weather conditions.
            * These conditions are generally expected to increase, given climate change (Ahmed, et al,
2024).
            * Furthermore, as Micron clears away wetlands on their campus, and along the
'Conveyance Corridor' intended to move their wastewater to Oak Orchard, this may mean a
decreasing capacity for the local ground to absorb excess heat and moisture.  This will impart
increasing stresses on the multiple pipes Micron plans for their 'Conveyance Corridor'.
        * The design choices need some more careful review, as these pipes will carry extremely
toxic materials, which do not easily degrade in the natural biota.
        * As currently proposed, the combined risks seem to lay the county open to liability on this
project.
          * Please delay making this decision, for adequate diligence. 
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I’m submitting the attached for the record but plan to attend today’s meeting and present these
comments in person. Please contact me if you have any questions.
 

John
John Przepiora, PE, retired/unregistered
President & Director
GreeningUSA, Inc.

GreeningUSA.org & SustainCNY.org

…Advocating for sustainable communities
to the benefit of local economies and environments.

. . .Working together for a sustainable CNY!
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Comments at Legislative session of Marc 3, 2026 

My name is John Przepiora and I am a resident of Syracuse. 

I commend Chair Watts and committee chair Dention for their 
proposed creation of a Housing and Transportation Stakeholder 
advisory committee and urge the legislature to approve the 
proposal. Citizen engagement is an important construct for a 
sustainable community as is promoted by GreeningUSA, the CNY 
NFP and our “12 Traits of a Sustainable Community” policy 
guidelines.  

I also commend Chair Watts and committee chair Erikson for their 
leadership in creating the opportunity over this last month for the 
public to weigh in on the pros and cons of the proposed IWW 
district.  

While there are still many unanswered questions about the 
proposed IWW treatment needed for Micron’s chipfabs, creating a 
mechanism for Micron to pay for the costs is perhaps 
commendable.  Never-the-less there remain questions and issues 
to resolve. Since I have already submitted comments via email, I will 
keep my comments brief today. 

My personal opinion is that approval of today’s IWW District 
resolution should be held until much more is known about what 
exactly Micron will be asked to pay for, how will the payments be 
made and on what schedule, but more importantly what treatment 
goals and  the County will adopt in the interest of protecting the 
environment and the health and safety of residents, now and for 
future generations. And what risks will Onondaga County be 
assuming. 



John Przepiora 3-Mar-26 Page 2 of 2 

Since there apparently will be additional steps needing to be 
approved by the legislature, the passing of today’s resolution may 
simply be an administrative step as Deputy Johnson has asserted. If 
this is true, then a high level of public scrutiny, transparency, and 
discussion must follow in order to protect residents, avoid financial 
and environmental risks and endeavor to avoid the pitfalls and lack 
of transparency which the sludge dryer project has been saddled 
with. So far there is a vast lack of transparency from the 
administration about all things Micron. 

The proposed resolution should be amended to require, or held in 
order to obtain, at a minimum, a ‘meta-plan’ or ‘framework’ which 
describes steps, proposed timeline for the creation of the district,  
the goals and timeline for the ensuing IWW project development,  
the financial as well as risk management objectives of Onondaga 
County, and a public engagement and transparency plan. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. I’d be happy to answer 
any questions you may have now or in the future. 

 
 


