
FEBRUARY 3, 2026 

SESSION 
ROLL CALL 

LEGISLATOR PRESENT: ABSENT: 
 

 1. MAY   
 

Chairwoman Watts 
called the meeting to order  

at 1:06 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 

 2. MEAKER   

 3. BURTIS   

 4. THOMPSON   

 5. BLOCK   

 6. ERIKSEN   

 7. ROMEO   

 8. RYAN   

 10. DENTON   

 11. McCARRON   

 12. KNAPP   

 13. BUSH   

 14. KELLY   

 15. BROWN   

 16. GARLAND   

 17. HERNANDEZ   

 9. WATTS   

  TOTAL: 16 1 
 2026 SESSION ROLL CALL 





Onondaga County Legislature 
          Presenter: Ellen Block, Legislator 5th District  

                 Co-sponsors: Nicole Watts (9th District), Maurice Brown (15th District), Nodesia Hernandez (17th District)  
 

This Gold Seal has been confirmed and brought forth by the above-named presenter and sponsors of the 
Onondaga County Legislature in the State of New York on this 3rd Day of February 2026 to: 

 

Honor the Rapid Response Coalition Protecting 
Onondaga County Refugee and Immigrant Communities 

 

WHEREAS, New York State is home to more than 4 million immigrants, representing nearly 23 percent of 
the state's population, contributing $68 billion dollars in taxes and an estimated $153 billion 
dollars in spending power, according to the Pew Research Center; and 

WHEREAS,  Immigrants make up more than 60 percent of home healthcare workers and aides for the 
elderly, seek portable professions such as nursing assistants, childcare workers, and 
construction workers, and fill critical, hard-to-fill jobs in New York; and 

WHEREAS,  Onondaga County is a multicultural community with approximately 35,000 residents self-
reporting as born outside of the United States, 26 percent identifying as Black, Hispanic, or Asian 
according to the 2020 U.S. Census American Community Survey, and 

 

WHEREAS,  Soon after taking office, the President of the United States signed several Executive Orders  
granting Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) broad authority to pursue, detain, and  
deport immigrants, which has resulted in aggressive enforcement toward minority groups and  
non-minority citizens alike; and 

 
WHEREAS,  In response, community-based groups across the country have built coalitions to deploy rapid  
  response aid to affected communities by offering legal clinics and Know Your Rights workshops,  
  deploying rapid response hotlines, advocating state-level protections, and providing food,  
  transportation, and counseling assistance to neighbors; and  
 
WHEREAS,  The Syracuse Immigrant and Refugee Defense Network (SIRDN) is part of a nation-wide  
  network of innovative workers’ centers advocating for immigration justice in Central New York  
  and through organizing and solidarity support for affected individuals and families; and 
  
WHEREAS,  SIRDN, the Workers’ Center, and local coalitions are a lifeline for immigrant residents who  

strive   to build better lives in Onondaga County; now, therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that Legislator Ellen Block and all members of the Onondaga County Legislature, do hereby 
recognize and honor the extraordinary work of the Syracuse Immigration and Refugee Defense Network. 
 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing was duly noted by the 

County Legislature of Onondaga County,  

New York.  Witness my hand and seal of said Legislature. 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Clerk, County Legislature 

Onondaga County, N.Y. 





Hon. Anthony J. Paris 

Special Counsel 

The Honorable Anthony J. Paris is Special Counsel at Costello, Cooney & Fearon. He 

joined the Firm in this role in 2021. 

In his role at the Firm, Tony’s practice encompasses all areas of traditional general 

practice, including mediations, alternative dispute resolution matters, real estate 

matters, estates, personal injury litigation, domestic relations issues, criminal and traffic 

matters, and commercial transactions. Tony services a wide variety of clients from 

private individuals seeking legal counsel to large corporate entities looking for Tony’s 

strategic legal guidance. 

Before joining the Firm, Tony served as a New York State Supreme Court Justice for 20 

years, as an Assistant District Attorney for Onondaga County, and an Onondaga Family 

Court Judge. Tony also had his own private practice for 20 years prior to his tenure in 

the public sector. 

 



J. Ryan McMahon, II, County Executive 

Odean D. Dyer, P.E., Commissioner 

650 Hiawatha Blvd. West 

Syracuse, NY 13204-1194 

(315) 435-2260 or (315) 435-6820 

FAX (315) 435-5023 

http://www.ongov.net/wep/ 
 

 

 

 

 

January 8, 2026 

 

 

 

Chairwoman and Honorable Members 

Onondaga County Legislature 

401 Montgomery Street 

Syracuse, NY, 13202 

 

 

Re: Transmittal of Bond Resolution No. 172 and Map, Plan, and Report -Oak Orchard 

Industrial Sewer District Formation 

 

Chairwoman and Honorable Members of the Legislature: 

 

On behalf of the Onondaga County Department of Water Environment Protection, I am 

transmitting Bond Resolution No. 172, together with the accompanying Map, Plan, and Report, 

for the proposed Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District Formation for your review and 

consideration. 

 

The enclosed materials outline the boundaries, purpose, and proposed adjustments associated with 

the formation of the Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District. The Bond Resolution designates 

Onondaga County Department of Water Environment Protection (WEP) as the responsible agency 

for establishing an industrial wastewater district and directing WEP to prepare maps and plans for 

such district.  

 

The Map, Plan, and Report provides a description of the proposed district, including its geographic 

limits. Collectively, these documents support the establishment of the district. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

ONONDAGA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 

WATER ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION 

 

 

 

 

Odean D. Dyer, PE 

Commissioner  

 



 
Onondaga County Legislature 

 

NICOLE WATTS 
Chairwoman 

401 Montgomery Street Court House, Room 407  
 Syracuse, New York 13202 

Leg (315)-435-2070  
nicolewatts@ongov.net 

 
 
 
TO:  Gregg Eriksen, Chair  
   Environmental Protection Committee members 
 
 
FROM:  Nicole Watts, Chairwoman 
 
RE:   Appointments to the Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District Board 
 
 
Pursuant to Section 1903 of the Onondaga County Charter and in accordance with Section 7 of the New 
York State Soil and Water Conservation Districts, I am appointing Legislators Ken Bush, Jr. and Jeremiah 
W. Thompson to serve as members of the Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District Board 
of Directors. Legislator Ken Bush, Jr. is replacing Legislator David H. Knapp, and Legislator Jeremiah W. 
Thompson is replacing Mark Olsen as successors to members whose annual terms have expired.   These 
appointments will expire on December 31, 2026. 
 
Each resume is attached for your review.  These appointments will require confirmation of the full 
Legislature at its February 3, 2026, Session.  
 
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.  
 
 
 
cc:        Hassina Adams, Clerk 
  Legislators   

 

mailto:nicolewatts@ongov.net


KEN BUSH JR. 
17 N. Main St.   P.O. Box 603  

Jordan, NY 13080 
(315) 689-9301 

Email: kenbushjr@gmail.com  

 

Onondaga County Legislator, 13th District 
  

Family: 

Wife- Justine Price Bush, 5 children, 9 grandchildren 

 

Education: 

Jordan-Elbridge High School, Jordan, NY 

Denison University, Granville, Ohio                   

 

Professional Experience: 

Owner:     Bush Funeral Homes        

 

Government Service: 

Onondaga County Legislator, 13th District 2018 to present 

Currently serving on the Ways & Means and Facilities Committees 

Previously served on the Onon. County Soil & Water District Board 

Former Town of Elbridge Supervisor 2002-2017  

 

Community Service: 

Member of Baldwinsville Chamber of Commerce 

Member of Camillus Chamber of Commerce 

Member of Camillus Elks #31 

Member of Jordan Masonic Lodge #386 

Jordan Memorial Day Committee chair  

Former member of the Westar Federal Credit Union Board of Directors  

Past President of Jordan Library Board of Trustees 

Former board member of Onondaga Historical Association 

Former board member of Cornell Co-operative Extension 

Community service award from American Legion Post 1127 

Community service award from VFW Post  

JE School District “Wall of Honor” Award 

  

       

 

 

 

 

mailto:kenbushjr@gmail.com


 

Jeremiah W. Thompson 
PO Box 35672 JeremiahThompson@ongov.net 

Syracuse, NY 13235 (315) 407-1622 
 
Political 

County Legislator, 4th District  

Dec. 2025 – Present Onondaga County Legislature 

• Maintain regular connections with constituents and tend to their concerns 

• Serve on Facilities and Environmental Protection Committees 

• Attend legislative sessions and vote on resolutions 

• Participate in budget process and advocate for my district’s interests 
 
Chair, Zoning Board of Appeals  

Fall 2025* – Present Village of Liverpool 

• Hear from residents pursuing code variances 

• Mediate between neighbors regarding disputes over variances 

• Build consensus and seek resolutions for all parties 

• *Served as member from 2023–2025  
 
Teaching 

Professional Writing Instructor for Writing 105, 205, 307, & 308 

Fall 2005 – Present Syracuse University: Syracuse, NY 

• Develop syllabi, assignments, and lesson plans for writing and research courses. 

• Collect, assess, and respond to all student work. 

• Meet with students during office hours to discuss essays or general concerns.  

• Attend professional development sessions. 
 
Public Communication 

Community Reporter/Producer for WAER 
January 2016 – August 2017 WAER Public Radio: Syracuse, NY 

• Research current local events and emerging issues and generate interview questions. 

• Conduct interviews with local newsmakers face-to-face and via phone. 

• Seek perspectives from under-represented groups and diverse voices. 

• Participate in on-air membership drives. 
 

Producer and Host of The Forum on WERW 
October 2009 – May 2015  Syracuse University: Syracuse, NY 

• Researched and developed topics for public affairs show. 

• Booked thoughtful, informed guests and conducted pre-interviews. 

• Engaged guests in dialogic conversations about social and political issues. 

• Utilized social media to promote show, integrate listener comments, and share recordings. 
 

Education 
Master of Arts in American Studies: May 2003 

Purdue University: West Lafayette, IN 

• Major concentration in American Literature. 

• Minor concentration in Education. 

• Special focus on popular culture. 
 

Bachelor of Arts in English: May 2000 

SUNY Geneseo: Geneseo, NY 

• Minor in Medieval Studies. 

• Special focus in Teaching and the Humanities. 

 

References: Upon Request  

mailto:JeremiahThompson@ongov.net


Public Hearing_Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District          RSO 

February 3, 2026                     
 

Motion Made By Mr. Eriksen                                         RESOLUTION NO. 10 

 

 

 

A RESOLUTION CALLING A PUBLIC HEARING IN CONNECTION WITH THE OAK ORCHARD 

INDUSTRIAL SEWER DISTRICT WITHIN THE ONONDAGA COUNTY CONSOLIDATED 

SANITARY DISTRICT 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution 172-2025 of the Onondaga County Legislature, the Onondaga County 

Department of Water Environment Protection (“WEP”) was directed to and has prepared a map proposing 

to create an industrial wastewater overlay district within the County’s Consolidated Sanitary District (the 

“Oak Orchard Industrial Sewer District”); and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Onondaga County Administrative Code, the Commissioner of WEP 

duly noticed and subsequently held a public hearing on January 8, 2026, on the map creating the Oak 

Orchard Industrial Sewer District; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of WEP has submitted to this Legislature the map and a report 

dated January 8, 2026, duly approved by the County Executive, in connection with the creation of the Oak 

Orchard Industrial Sewer District, of which both the map and report are on file with the Clerk of the 

Legislature; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to call a public hearing in connection therewith in accordance with 

the provisions of the Onondaga County Administrative Code; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, that this County Legislature hold a public hearing on creation of the Oak Orchard 

Industrial Sewer District in the manner and upon the notice prescribed by the pertinent sections of the 

County Law, and for the purpose called for by said provisions of law, said public hearing to be held at the 

Legislative Chambers, Fourth Floor of the Court House in Syracuse, New York on the 17th day of February 

2026, at 12:00 P.M. for the purpose of conducting a public hearing upon the aforesaid matter, and that the 

Clerk of the County Legislature is hereby authorized and directed to cause a notice of such public hearing 

to be published at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the public hearing in the official newspaper of the 

County of Onondaga, pursuant to law. 

 

ADOPTED 2/3/2026 

 

 







�� �� ��
�� ��
��

������������������ �������	�
�������
����������
�������������������
�������
�������������
 �����
��
���������������
�����
���������������
��
��
�����������������������	�
�����
�����	�������������	�������������� ��
���������	�������������
�����	�����������	����������
���������	���������������
�������������	���	����������� �����!�����������	� ��������
�"�	� �������������	�������
���"�������#���������$�$�����%���$�&�$�'��
��

��



���������� ��������������

��

�����������������	�
���� �������
�
������ ��

�	�
���������������
���
���
�����������������
�����������������
�����������
�������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������
�����
�����
����� ������������
������ ���
�������������� ���� �������� ���������
�� ���������
�������� �!���������
�������"�� �����
�� ������ �������������
�������� �������
�� �����
�� ���
���� �����
������������ �������
�������� ���������������������#��
�
�������������� �
�����������
���#�� �������� �
���������������
���� ���������������������$�� ���	�
���� ���������
�������� ���������
���������� ������������������������ ���
���� �%�
�������� ����������
�������������
�������������
���#���%�
������������������� ���������
�����������
���#�����������������������������
��������� �������������������������
�
�������
������������������� �������
������������
�&���$���������������������
���
���
�����%�%�	���$�����	�
���������������
�������������
���������������������������������
�������������������������
���������������������������
����������������������
���'���������������������
�����������
���������
����� �������������������������������������
�������������
���������!� �����" �#�����
���
�������
�����������������������������������������
 ���������
����������������������
�������������
�	����������������������

��
�������������������	�����
�
�����
������

�	�
���������������
���
���
�����������������
�����������������
�����������
�������������
�����������������������������
���������������(�)�*�+�,�+�-�����������������������������
�������������������������
����
� �������������.�����������������
���������
�����������
���������������������������
�����
�����+�,�+�/���������������������������������
���
�������������������������������������$������������������������������
���������
�����.�����������������
���#�����
�������������
�����������������������
���������������������
���������������������
�������������������������������������
�������������
�!���"���������
���������
�������������
��������
���������������������
���
�������������������
�����������
���������*���� �*�������������������������������
���
���
�����������������
���������%�����������������
���	�
���������������������������$��

���������� �����������	���
���� ���
�����
���������	���������������� ������������������ ��

�������������	�����
�������	������ �� �����������	�������	�� ��

���������
�������������
���������������&�������
������������������������ ���������������
���+�,�+�-��
���
����������������������������������������������� �������������.�����������������
���� �������
�����
�����+�,�+�/��

���
���	���
���	���������
���	�
������ � ���
�����	�!�� ��
��

� �����������������	���"�������	�
�����������#�����
���	���
���	���$���������
���%��

�	�
���� ���������
�������� ������������������ �������� ���
���'������������ ������ �������� ���
���
���
���� �%�%�	���� ������ ������������������ ������ ���������
���� ���� ������ ���
������ �&�������
���$�� �� �	�
����
���������
�����������������������
�������������������
�����������������������������������������������
����������������������� �������������������������
���������������������������������0������������������
���
����������������������������� �������
�������������&�������������&���$���1���$�����	�
�����������������
��������� ��������������������� ���
�
�������
���������������������������������
���������
���
���
����
�������������
���� ������ ���
���� ���������
�������� �������� ���
�������
�������� �2�������*�%�������� ���
������ � �������
������������ �&���$�� ������ ���
���� ���'�������������� �������� ���
���
���
����
�%�%�	���$����

��
�&�����������!���
������ �������������
���	�
������

� �
�����������������������
�������������
�������������������������
����� ���������������������
�������������������������������������
�������#�����������������������������������������
�������
�������
�������������
��������
�������
�#���������������������
���������������
���������������������������������������������������������������
�������������
���������������#���������������������#�������������������
���
���������������
��������
������ �������������
�������� �������
���� ���
�������������������� �����
�������������������
�����������������������
�����
������ ���������������� �
���������������������� �������������������
�
������������
���������
����������������������������������� ������������� �����$��
��

��
�'�����������������	���(���#�����	��

�����
�����������������������
�������������
�����������������������*�����������.�������������������������
�����������3�����
���
�������
�����������������������������������������������������������
���������������$����
��

�)�����*������ ���+�����	���,�
�������	 �������#���(�������-�
�	���.�����������
�� ��

�	�
���������������
�������������
�����������������
�������������� ���'�������������� ���������
�� ���������������
�����������
������ ���
���� � ������������ ���������
�������� ���
������ �������������
�������� ���
�����
��
���������������
���������
���������������������������
�����������������������������
�����
���������
�����
���
���#���
�������������������������
�������������������������������
���
���������������������������
��������
�������������������������
���������������#�������������������������������
�������
���������������
�����
�����������������������$�����4�����
�������������
�������'��������������� ���������������������������������
����������
�������
�������������
���������
���������������������
���������������
�������������
�������������$��

��
�/�����������
�������
�����	���� ���0���1�����������	���������+���
�����
�������� ��

�	�
�������2�(�&�������������������� �����
�����������������������������0�������������'���0�$�����	�
�������������������������
���������������������������������������
�������������������5�6��������������������
���
�������������������������������%�
�����
��� �������7�����8�����������������9�$��



































































FEBRUARY 3, 2026 

SESSION 

MOTION FOR 

RECESS 

LEGISLATORS AYES: NOES: ABSENT: EXCUSED: 1 

 1. MAY     
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2. MEAKER     

 3. BURTIS     

 4. THOMPSON      

 5. BLOCK     

 6. ERIKSEN     

 7. ROMEO     

 8. RYAN     

 10. DENTON     

 11. McCARRON     

 12. KNAPP     

 13. BUSH     

 14. KELLY     

 15. BROWN     

 16. GARLAND     

 17. HERNANDEZ     

 9. WATTS     

  TOTAL: 16 0 1 0 

Mr. McCarron made a 
motion to recess  for five 

minutes,
seconded by Mr. Garland.

A vote was taken on the
  motion for recess.

The motion PASSED.

Session entered a five
  minute  recess.



 

FEBRUARY 3, 2026 

SESSION 

MOTION TO 

REFER TO 

COMMITTEE 

LEGISLATORS AYES: NOES: ABSENT: EXCUSED: 1 

 1. MAY     
 
 
 
 

Mr. Brown motions to refer 
item one to the Ways and 

Means Committee, seconded 
by Ms. Hernandez. 

 
Mr. Brown withdraws his 
motion, seconded by Mr. 

May. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2. MEAKER     

 3. BURTIS     

 4. THOMPSON      

 5. BLOCK     

 6. ERIKSEN     

 7. ROMEO     

 8. RYAN     

 10. DENTON     

 11. McCARRON     

 12. KNAPP     

 13. BUSH     

 14. KELLY     

 15. BROWN     

 16. GARLAND     

 17. HERNANDEZ     

 9. WATTS     

  TOTAL:     

 



 

FEBRUARY 3, 2026 

SESSION 
No. 10 

LEGISLATORS AYES: NOES: ABSENT: EXCUSED: 1 

 1. MAY     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2. MEAKER     

 3. BURTIS     

 4. THOMPSON      

 5. BLOCK     

 6. ERIKSEN     

 7. ROMEO     

 8. RYAN     

 10. DENTON     

 11. McCARRON     

 12. KNAPP     

 13. BUSH     

 14. KELLY     

 15. BROWN     

 16. GARLAND     

 17. HERNANDEZ     

 9. WATTS     

  TOTAL: 16 0 1 0 

  2026 SESSION VOTE TALLY 



Parks_CREST_Grant            RSO 

February 3, 2026          

 

Motion Made By Mr. Ryan                                      RESOLUTION NO. 11 

 

 

AMENDING THE 2026 ONONDAGA COUNTY BUDGET TO ACCEPT GRANT FUNDS FROM 

THE NEW YORK STATE DORMITORY AUTHORITY’S COMMUNITY RESILIENCY, 

ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY, AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Dormitory Authority has awarded the County of Onondaga 

funding pursuant to the Community Resiliency, Economic Sustainability, and Technology (“CREST”) 

program in the amount of $50,000 for the purchase of REACT snowplow blades; and 

 

WHEREAS, REACT snowplow blades are advanced technology blades that utilize spring-loaded 

mechanisms to better conform snowplow blades to road slopes, contours, and surfaces to improve road 

clearing capabilities and decreasing salt usage; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to include such funds in the Onondaga County Parks Department’s 

2026 budget and to authorize the execution of agreements; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the County Executive is authorized to execute agreements and such other 

documents as may be reasonably necessary to implement the intent of this resolution; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the 2026 County budget be amended as follows: 

 

REVENUES 

In Admin Unit 6900000000    

Parks and Recreation Grants Project 

Speed Type #510030 

In Grants Project 770085001 

React Snow Plow Blades 

In Account 590024 

State Aid-Transportation    $50,000 

 

APPROPRIATIONS 

A960 Appropriations   

In Admin Unit 6900000000 

Speed Type #510030 

In Grants Project 770085001 

React Snow Plow Blades 

In Account 693000 

Supplies and Materials    $50,000 

 

ADOPTED 2/3/2026 
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 1. MAY     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2. MEAKER     

 3. BURTIS     

 4. THOMPSON      

 5. BLOCK     

 6. ERIKSEN     

 7. ROMEO     

 8. RYAN     

 10. DENTON     
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