
Onondaga County Legislature 
 

 JAMIE McNAMARA TIMOTHY T. BURTIS TAMMY BARBER 
 Clerk Chairman Deputy Clerk 

 

401 Montgomery Street • Court House • Room 407 • Syracuse, New York 13202 
Phone: 315.435.2070 • onondagacountylegislature@ongov.net • www.ongov.net/legislature 

 
COUNTY FACILITIES COMMITTEE MINUTES – JULY 15, 2025 

DEBRA J. CODY, CHAIR 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. Knapp, Dr. Kelly, Mr. Brown, Ms. Hernandez 

ALSO ATTENDING:  Mr. Romeo, Chairman Burtis; also see attached list 

 

Chair Cody called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m., and the previous meeting’s minutes were approved. 

 

1. ONONDAGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY (OCPL):  Renee Battelle, Administrator for Public Services 

 a. Authorizing an Intermunicipal Agreement Between Onondaga and the National Library Service 

for the Blind and Print Disabled 

 

Purpose: Onondaga County Public Library would like to apply for service to individuals with permanent or 

temporary visual, physical, or reading disabilities through the National Library Service's Talking Books and 

Braille Library. This is to allow library patrons of all ages who visit our 8 city branches and are unable to use 

regular print materials to borrow equipment and books in accessible formats. 

 

Objective: Central Library is already a participant in this service through our STAR Lab resources, and we would 

like to add the rest of our city locations to demo equipment and help patrons with disabilities access reading 

material from the National Library Service. Once approved, library staff would be trained on use of the equipment 

and receive support to help their patrons use the service. 

 

Funding Source and Budget: All services provided through the National Library Service’s Talking Books and 

Braille Library are free of charge to participating libraries. 
 

Questions/Comments from the Committee: 

 Is this service heavily utilized? 

o Yes, this is a popular service at Central Library and patrons ask about it at branches 

 

 Is there equipment and physical books? 

o Yes, talking books that are used with a special tape player 

o Books can be downloaded online through BARD 

 

 Is there a cost associated with the service? 

o Totally free; patrons sign agreement to take care of the equipment 

o Damaged equipment gets sent back at no cost 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Knapp, seconded by Ms. Hernandez, to approve this item.  Passed unanimously; 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

2. TRANSPORTATION:  Marty Voss, Commissioner 

 a. Amending the 2025 Onondaga County Budget to Accept $1,287,188 in Additional Chips Funding 

From the New York State Department of Transportation and Authorizing the Execution of 

Agreements ($1,287,188) 

http://www.ongov.net/legislature
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Purpose: This legislation will authorize the County to accept $1,287,188 in additional Consolidated Local Street 

and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS) funding as approved by the New York State legislature. The 

formula for CHIPS in the 2025-26 SFY included an increase to the CHIPS allotment that the Onondaga County 

Department of Transportation annually receives.  

 

Summary: The $1,287,188 in additional CHIPS funding will be applied to Hot Mix and Cold Mix paving, and 

Bituminous Surface Treatment programs of the Onondaga County Department of Transportation’s 2025 work 

plan.  

 

Fiscal Impact: The 2025 budget will be adjusted to accept these funds and increase Transportation’s capital 

project accounts for use in 2025.  
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 b. Amending the 2025 Onondaga County Budget to Accept $1,167,993 in Extreme Winter Recovery 

Funding From the New York State Department of Transportation and Authorizing the Execution 

of Agreements ($1,167,993) 
 

Purpose: This legislation will authorize the County to accept $1,167,993 in Extreme Weather Recovery (EWR) 

funding from the New York State Department of Transportation as approved by the New York State legislature. 

EWR funding in effect serves as a one-time increase to the CHIPS allotment that the Onondaga County 

Department of Transportation annually receives.  

 

Summary: The $1,167,993 in additional funding will be applied to Hot Mix and Cold Mix paving, and Bituminous 

Surface Treatment programs of the Onondaga County Department of Transportation’s 2025 work plan. 

 

Fiscal Impact: The 2025 budget will be adjusted to accept these funds and to create a capital project account for 

use in 2025.  
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 c. Amending the 2025 Onondaga County Budget to Make Funds Available for Use in Connection With 

the New York State Pave-NY program, and Authorizing the Execution of Agreements ($1,924,712) 
 

Purpose: This legislation will authorize the County to accept $1,924,712 in funds from the 2025-2026 New York 

State Pave-NY program. The purpose of the Pave-NY program is to improve the physical condition of local roads 

and help foster regional economic growth. 

 

Summary: The $1,924,712 in additional funding will be applied to Hot Mix and Cold Mix paving, and Bituminous 

Surface Treatment programs of the Onondaga County Department of Transportation’s 2025 work plan.  

 

Fiscal Impact: The 2025 budget will be adjusted to accept these funds and to create a capital project account for 

use in 2025. 
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 d. Amending the 2025 Onondaga County Budget to Make Funds Available for Use in Connection With 

the New York State Pave-Our-Potholes (POP) Program, and Authorizing the Execution of 

Agreements ($1,283,142) 
 

Purpose: This legislation will authorize the County to accept $1,283,142 in funds from the 2025-2026 New York 

State Pave-Our-Potholes (POP) Program. The purpose of the POP program is to assist municipalities with the 

rehabilitation and reconstruction of local highways and roads. 

 

Summary: The $1,283,142 in additional funding will be applied to Hot Mix and Cold Mix paving, and Bituminous 

Surface Treatment programs of the Onondaga County Department of Transportation’s 2025 work plan.  

 

Fiscal Impact: The 2025 budget will be adjusted to accept these funds and to create a capital project account for  

use in 2025. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Knapp, seconded by Dr. Kelly, to approve items 2a, 2b, 2c, and 2d.  Passed 

unanimously; MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 e. Authorizing the Acceptance of Property Used for Highway Purposes from the New York State 

Department of Transportation and the Subsequent Transfer Thereof to 3-11 West Genesee Street 

LLC 
 

 Law Department 

o NYS to transfer .012 ± acres of surplus state highway property in the village of Skaneateles, in front of the Bluewater 

Grill to 3-11 West Genesee Street LLC 

o State can negotiate with a private party, but cannot transfer directly; must go through municipality 

o County role is to facilitate the transfer as an intermediary 

 

Questions/Comments from the Committee: 

 Is it basically sidewalk? 

o Yes 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Hernandez, seconded by Mr. Knapp, to approve this item.  Passed unanimously; 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 f. 2025 Transfer Resolution ($30,000) 
 

Purpose:  To approve the budget transfer within Transportation’s Road Machinery 2025 Operating budget to 

allow for the replacement of a 1993 Ford F-700, utilizing an existing anticipated Equipment budget balance of 

$104,632, along with the additional funds of $30,000 as outlined under Budget below. 
 

Objective/Work Plan:  This vehicle is essential for winter snow removal operations as it is needed to carry the 

plows from the plow trucks that have broken down mid-route back to the maintenance facilities when the plow 

truck has to be towed.  This vehicle is also necessary during summer road maintenance activities, as it carries 

truck and tractor tires out to the work zones when there is a need to change out tires on the job sites.  The current 

economic climate necessitates making this purchase asap. 
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Funding Source: This budget transfer involves local dollars within Transportation’s Road Machinery Fund. 
 

Budget:  Requesting to move $30,000 in to Road Machinery-Equipment from Road Machinery-Supplies 

(Auto/Truck Replacement Parts) ($15,000) and Road Machinery-Maintenance/Repairs ($15,000).  Funds should 

be available to move in both Supplies-Auto/Truck Replacement Parts and Maintenance/Repairs since replacing 

a 32 year old vehicle with a new tire truck will reduce the amount of replacement and repairs parts needed and 

the amount of maintenance and repair work originally anticipated. 

 
Questions/Comments from the Committee: 

 What is the lead time? 

o Truck is available now; it is currently being held for DOT 

o Plows are 18-24 months lead time 

 

 Is the Tire Truck an F550 chassis? 

o Yes, basically a medium duty truck with crane 

o Will act as DOT’s own AAA service; much more efficient than having to tow to the garage 

 

 How many calls are there in a typical winter? 

o 6 or so; can also get calls in the summer 

o Use wrecker to help towns and villages also 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Knapp, seconded by Ms. Hernandez, to approve this item.  Passed unanimously; 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 g. Tour 
 

 Will be replacing 40 bay doors;  $400+K 

 Currently on septic, close to getting permit from village to connect to their sewer;  $500K 

 Will bring locker room and employee area to the same standard as Jamesville, North Area, and Camillus 

 Marcellus building is 30 years old 

 North Area is the oldest building with the most contemporary renovations 

 Camillus was torn down to the studs for remediation due to fuel tanks 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:24 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

TAMMY BARBER, Deputy Clerk 

Onondaga County Legislature 

 


