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HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES – MAY 17, 2022 
PEGGY CHASE, CHAIR 

  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ms. Kuhn, Ms. Gunnip, *Ms. Cody, Mr. Bush 

ALSO ATTENDING:  Chairman Rowley, Mr. Ryan, Mrs. Ervin; also see attached 

   

Chair Chase called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m.  A motion was made by Ms. Kuhn, seconded by Ms. Gunnip 

to waive the reading and approve the minutes of the previous committee meeting.  Passed unanimously; 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Chair Chase took the agenda items out of order.  

 

2. INFORMATIONAL:  Crouse Health, Addiction Treatment Services 
 

Ms. Taylor: 
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*Ms. Cody arrived at the meeting. 
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Ms. Kuhn asked if the staff they have at the emergency room would redirect someone to a program if they are not 

admitted.  Ms. Taylor: 

 Yes; social worker will help facilitate connecting someone to addiction treatment, if needed; if individual has identified 

needing a medication, the emergency room prescriber can start them there, then connect to services  

 No waiting list; used to have waitlist a few years ago of over 500 patients in 2015; would take 9-12 months for someone’s 

name to come up, and during that wait, the person may have passed from overdose 

 Have same day access hours, Mon – Fri from 7:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.; do assessment and need of medication, can start 

same day, or within couple days; would not let them leave without meds (Methadone and Suboxone) 

 

Ms. Taylor responded to Chair Chase that many people do not do well with Vivitrol for an opioid use disorder.  

It is more successful for alcohol use disorder.  

 

Ms. Gunnip asked how many people come back, and how many times do they come back before they are 

successful.  Ms. Taylor:  

 Do not know, do not have exact numbers, but do know it happens; increase in individuals that start, stay for a week, 

disappear, then restart; sometimes takes a few times to commit to treatment, which is much better than waitlist 

 Success rate is low; probably 25-30%; compared to other illnesses (i.e. heart disease, diabetes) relapse rates are similar 

 

Ms. Taylor replied to Mr. Bush that they offer Medicaid, Medicare, private insurance, etc. (chart on pervious page). 

 

Mr. Bush asked about the outreach in the county.  Ms. Taylor: 

 Person comes in to do assessment; if person can benefit from outpatient treatment, will start that first at clinic 

 Do Telehealth services due to COVID; have some patients in person, some join remotely; most patients opted in person 

 Typically people have to find their way into the city; do participate in community events to talk about services available  

 No outreach in schools; participated pre-COVID at health fairs 

 

Chair Chase asked how many inpatient beds total in the county, and Ms. Taylor replied that she does not know.  

Helio changed some of their halfway houses into 820 programs, where it is a step down from inpatient, and they 

have 40 beds. 

 

Chair Chase asked if inpatient is a good start.  Ms. Taylor: 

 Yes, for many people; many patients have both opioid use disorder and drug history; have to manage withdrawal first 

 Inpatient – when it comes to those with Medicare, impossible to get reasonable length of stay; after 3 days, Medicare 

will not approve further days; already involves having conversation with physician; would love improvements 

 Hard to get someone in; some cannot wait for inpatient treatment; need easier access 

 Would like to have place for patients to be supported until a bed is available 

 

Ms. Kuhn asked about centralized intake for all services.  Ms. Taylor: 

 Not sure if crisis center idea meant for the community; not sure how it would work 

 Would make more sense to approach as McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center – separate entity, non-profit runs it, 

and different community partners come in to provide services; would be better collaboration  

 

Ms. Kuhn asked if there is any consideration for satellites in rural areas.  Ms. Taylor: 

 OASAS had couple RFPs out:  (1) Mobile units, Helio got awarded 2 of those; (2) OASAS has ability to allow for 

satellite, but did not apply due to staffing issues 

 

 Mr. Ryan asked if the treatment facility in Pennsylvania is doing something Onondaga County is not.  Ms. Taylor: 

 Big facility with ~70-80 beds; must be staffed to admit in evenings; could also be with regularity requirements; PA 

required workup may be different compared to OASAS in NY; do not know for a fact; would have to research 

 Between Helio and Crouse, probably have the same amount of beds as facility in PA; not enough for community; some 

people go outside; some individuals go to Conifer Park inpatient facility in Albany  

 

 



HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES – May 17, 2022 8 

1. HEALTH:  Michelle Mignano, Deputy Commissioner  

 a. Amending the 2022 Onondaga County Budget in Connection With Opioid Settlement Funds 

($3,771,991) 

 

 Provided information and joined lawsuit against large pharmaceutical manufacturers that did not have certain controls 

 This is first payment from 3 manufacturers; expect more money coming in 

 Simply asking to accept first payment, put in project, details for disbursement to be worked out over next few months 

 Expectations about what funds could be used for; tremendous strain on all departments and community members 

 Have opioid program; great fortune of getting CDC fellow; amazing at getting grant; working on getting in community 

and helping people; well positioned to start work  

 Legislature will be kept abreast of the ideas; how disbursed; Health Department will be apprising community as well 

 Impacts many people; want to talk about how they are trying to help community; cannot imagine will not share 

 

Ms. Kuhn asked if they began conversations, and who is involved.  Ms. Mignano: 

 Yes; conversations with County Executive’s office; have Drug Task Force and own program in Health 

 There will be significant ideas of what is needed the most; group working every day 

 Knew the money was coming, but not amount, which changes the scope 

 How long will it last?  Do they expect more?  What is maintainable?  

 Great ideas of lobbying for insurances; many facets of what will help the community 

 Do not know how the money will be spent, but have ideas; chance to hear from County Executive 

 Helio, Upstate, Crouse – part of Drug Task Force; Helio and Crouse are also getting money 

 Take into account the perspective of all the money, and what efforts are being done; do not want to saturate one aspect 

 i.e. Maybe will be advocacy group or provide funding to make pilot work at federal or state level  

 Money will be carried over in their budget via a project account 

 Money being accepted is from 3 pharmaceutical companies; expect more as there were quite a few pharmaceutical 

companies who were not conforming to standards with their distribution; will be additional funds  

 

A motion was made by Ms. Cody, seconded by Ms. Gunnip, to approve this item.  Passed unanimously; 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Kuhn, seconded by Ms. Gunnip, to adjourn the meeting.  Passed unanimously; 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
JAMIE McNAMARA, Clerk 

Onondaga County Legislature 

 

 

 


