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THE DISPOSAL OF HUMAN EXCRETA AND SEWAGE OF'
THE COUNTRY HOME

Thnrovoree Horron, C. 1.

Dircctor, Divasion of Sanitary Haginecring

The disposal of human excreta and sewage at the country home in a
manner that is safe and at the sime tine convenient and simple, bas
always presented some difficulties. This is due to the fact that success
depends not alone upon the sclection of proper mcthaods, and apon good
construction, but cqually, if not more so, upon proaper care and
l‘naintcnnncc.

Much has been written and published on this subject. including many
circulars and bulletins of National and State Boards of FHeanlth, Colleges
of Agriculture, c¢te.; and whereas mnch of this literatnre is intercesting
and mstructive, unfortunateiy muach of it is impractical, erroncous and
ill-advised. NMany absurd, and in some cases absolutely insanitary
schemes have been offered. Some of these indicate a lack of knowledge
of correct principles and of o proper perspective of the sanitary require-
ments to be fulfilled: others, an entire disregard of the limitations of
human nature in performing acts or <uaties connected with the mainte-
nance of the various devices ; still others, an erroncous and futile attempt
to develop a single device or type of disposal whichh is universally
applicable.

It is with no iden of adding materially new information on this

sithbject that the present bulletin is offered, but to endeavor to create
a more correct perspective of the subject, to caution against some
of the erroncous ideas and schemes advanced or to be inferred from
the miass of information now hefore the public, and above all to emphasize
the desirability if not necessity of hreaking away from the many some-
what costly and complex devices which have been frequently advanced by
zealous enthusiasts, or exploited by commercial concerns, and of return-
ing to the simpler and more practicable devices or methods which can be
installed with plain labor. which are economical in construction and which
can be maintained in a sanitary manner by simple means.

In dealing with this subject the first question that should be considered
is as to what constitutes a sanitary method of disposal of excreta andi
to this question we may, without entering into any elaborate discussion,
answer by the following requirements:

I It should not give rise to a nuisance, i. e.,

senscs in any way.
=2 Tt should not be a menace to health, i. e., not be a means of

transmission to human beings of any disease germs which may be present
in the excretal discharges. s

3 It should bhie located conveniently to the house.

4 It should be free from esthetic objections in regard to its loca-
tion, condition during use, or manner and means of maintenance.

5 1Its operation should not be affected by freezing weather.

should not offend the

“The Disposal of Human Excreta and Sewage of the Country Home”
Theodore Horton, C.E., Director of Sanitary Engineering
NYSDOH
Published October 5, 1916

This text is for historical interest only. Do not use for plan or design preparation.

Included throughout this Handbook are several examples of diagrams, tables and text
from archival Department documents that dealt with onsite wastewater treatment system
(OWTS) design and policy. These examples trace the development of OWTS technology
innovations and Department policy development, which led to increased protection of public
health and the environment. These examples are a small testimony to the significant foresight,
expertise and professionalism of Department and industry personnel who were leaders in
OWTS innovation, technology and policy, both in the past and more recently, not only in New
York State, but also nationally and in some cases internationally.
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Chapter 1

Foreword

This handbook was produced to provide information and guidance to help uniformly implement
the New York State Department of Health’s (NYSDOH) Administrative Rules and Regulations for the
design of residential onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS) and to promote effective design,
construction and maintenance of residential OWTSs by: design professionals, builders, contractors, local
community officials, health department officials and homeowners. Residential OWTS design standards
are established in I0ONYCRR Appendix 75-A, “Wastewater Treatment Standards —Residential Onsite
Systems”, dated February 3, 2010. I0NYCRR Part 75, “Standards for Individual Water Supply and
Individual Sewage Treatment Systems”, of the NYSDOH’s Administrative Rules and Regulations
establishes that Appendix 75-A is the minimum statewide standard for all new residential OWTSs.

This handbook and Appendix 75-A apply to systems discharging residential wastewater flows of
1,000 gallons per day (gpd) or less from year-round and seasonal dwellings. The New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) has published standards under 6 NYCRR Part
750, entitled, “Design Standards for Wastewater Treatment Systems for Intermediate-Sized Facilities”
that apply to residential wastewater flows of over 1,000 gpd and other private, commercial and
institutional systems. Each agency’s standards have similar OWTS design concepts and options for
residential OWTSs; however, for residential systems discharging over 1,000 gpd, NYSDEC’s design
standards and applicable permits apply.

In accordance with the New York State Education Law, plans for a design professional
(professional engineer or registered architect) must prepare residential OWTSs licensed to practice in
New York State by the State Education Department (SED). To provide an explanation and guidance to
regulatory officials and interested parties regarding the need for a design professional to perform site
evaluations and design residential OWTSs, NYSDOH with assistance from SED, developed a Fact Sheet
titled “Need for Licensed Design Professionals — Residential OWTSs”. A copy of the Fact Sheet is
provided in Appendix B.

New construction should routinely meet the standards established in Appendix 75-A; however,
Section 75.3(d) of Part 75 and Section 75-A.11 of Appendix 75-A provide the option for the jurisdictional
health department to issue a specific waiver for an individual situation because a hardship or other
circumstance makes it impractical to comply with a design standard(s) specified in Appendix 75-A.
Although specific waivers are not required for correction or replacement of existing failing residential
OWTSs, local health departments (LHDs) may elect to issue specific waivers for such systems. Specific
Waivers are discussed in Section 9.7 of this handbook.

A specific waiver is not required where a general or local waiver has been issued to a county
health department or local government to address the design standard deviation. Multiple general waivers
regarding various requirements also have historically been issued to LHDs and the New York City
Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP) to address unique local area needs and conditions.
General waivers presently in effect are summarized in Table 10.

Many of the design features and construction techniques included in this handbook represent
recent improvements and advancements in wastewater treatment technologies, products and engineering
applications as a result of intensive nationwide research in this field. Information presented in this
handbook reflects the practices and experience of NYSDOH, LHDs, and industry professionals, national
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Chapter 1: Foreword

wastewater treatment organizations, academia, other State agencies and recommendations of the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

NYSDOH recognizes that some design concepts, products and technologies are not addressed in
this handbook and that technological advances and new product developments will continue into the
future. The use of new products and engineering techniques that have been shown to be effective but are
not addressed in the standards may be considered on a case-by-case basis through the issuance of a
Specific Waiver or on a limited and monitored demonstration basis for new products or new engineering
applications as a means to accumulate operational experience data. Agreement for such installations shall
be obtained from the LHD having jurisdiction prior to construction. The compilation of operational
experience data can assist in the progressive evolvement of systems deemed suitable for use in New York
State.

This document is not a regulation; however, it is intended to provide valuable guidance and
present proven practices for effective design, construction and maintenance of residential OWTSs. With
that intention, the terms “shall” and “must” are intended to indicate a requirement as stipulated in
Appendix 75-A. The terms “should,” “recommended” and “preferred” are intended to indicate a
recommendation, not a requirement.

1.1 Regulation by Other Agencies and Local Authorities

Sections 347 and 308 of the New York State Public Health Law give county, part-county and local
boards of health authority to enact ordinances and regulations for protection of public health. Many
communities have consequently enacted additional ordinances and regulations, which must be satisfied
before residential OWTSs, are installed. LHDs, municipalities, Watershed Protection Agencies (WPA),
Responsible Management Entities (RME) and other agencies such as the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection (NYCDEP) and the Adirondack Park Agency (APA), may establish more
stringent standards from those specified in Appendix 75-A. In this Handbook, reference to “other local
authority having jurisdiction” will include all of the above. Persons designing and/or contemplating
construction of an OWTS should consult with local authorities to ensure compliance with all existing
additional requirements. Watershed rules and regulations must also be met where applicable. Local
authorities to be contacted include local municipal Code Enforcement Officers, watershed inspectors,
County Health Department staff and State Health Department District Office staff.
http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/doh_pub_contacts_map.htm

Examples of regulations more stringent than Appendix 75-A are: higher daily design flow rate per
bedroom, increased horizontal separation distances or increased vertical separation between the bottoms
of absorption trenches to boundary conditions. If a site meets Appendix 75-A criteria for residential
OWTS design and construction and a more stringent standard exists, the design must be modified to
incorporate the applicable more stringent standard(s) and is subject to local authority’s policies and
procedures.

1.2 Acknowledgement

This “Residential Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Design Handbook” update was prepared
by the Department’s Residential Sanitation and Recreational Engineering Section of the Bureau of Water
Supply Protection, Division of Environmental Health Protection. Valuable assistance and insight was
provided by the OWTS Advisory Committee, NYCDEP, NYS Conference of Environmental Health
Directors, Local Health Department staff, NYSDOH District and Regional Office staff and the
cooperation of many industry professionals and product manufacturers, all of whose contributions are
gratefully acknowledged.
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Chapter 1: Foreword

1.3 Introduction

Wherever practical, public sewer systems (such as municipal wastewater treatment plants and
collection systems) are recommended for the collection and treatment of household wastewater.
Residential OWTSs shall only be used where it has been demonstrated that public sewer facilities are not
feasible or available and where site conditions are suitable to support OWTSs. Public sewer systems to
collect and treat wastewater are preferred; however, the trend away from building new or expanding
existing wastewater treatment plants, combined with development further from existing wastewater
treatment plants will increase the reliance on OWTSs as a long-term method of wastewater treatment for
many New York State residents. New York State residents and visitors to New York also frequent
summer camps, restaurants, motels, mobile home parks, recreation and tourist facilities that rely on
OWTS:s.

Properly designed, constructed and maintained residential OWTSs provide for a safe, sanitary
means of treating and dispersing wastewater. Many gastrointestinal illnesses can be transmitted by water,
food, insects, pets, and toys contaminated by human waste. Properly designed, constructed, and
maintained OWTSs minimize the possibility of disease transmission and help meet the goals of:

(1) Not contaminating drinking water supplies, groundwater or surface water bodies.

(2) Not creating a health hazard as a result of untreated wastewater exposed on the ground surface
accessible to people or pets.

(3) Not polluting the waters of any shellfish breeding ground, bathing beach or other recreational area.

(4) Not creating a breeding place for insects, rodents or other possible disease carriers, which may
come into contact with food or drinking water.

(5) Not violating Federal, State and local rules and regulations governing water pollution or
wastewater discharge.

(6) Avoiding a nuisance condition resulting in obnoxious odors or unsightliness.

For OWTSs located in sensitive areas or on difficult sites that need repair or replacement, the
LHD should be contacted to obtain additional information, technical assistance, references, literature and
research available regarding wastewater treatment technologies and methods. Specialized or critical
situations may occur when soil is unsuitable, high ground water, rock or clay is too close to the ground
surface, or concern exists over possible water supply (well or spring) contamination, stream impacts or
lake eutrophication. In such cases, experienced professional consultation and special designs may be
necessary. In some cases site and soil conditions preclude the use of OWTSs and centralized sewers will
be required for site development.
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Henry Ryon, an engineer with the New York State Department of Health in the 1920’s,
conducted extensive research and was very instrumental in the advancement of OWTS design
and policy. Previous to Ryon’s studies, OWTS designs were rudimentary and based on simple
site and soil evaluations. With the spread of suburbia after World War | and the increased use
of domestic water due to expansion of public water service, or growth in residential water well
use because of the rapid extension of electrical service to rural areas (which enabled the
widespread utilization of well pumps and pressurized home plumbing), the subsequent routine
installation of wet plumbing significantly increased the quantities of residential wastewater
generated. Installation of public sewers did not keep pace with this increase of wastewater (as
much as several hundred gallons per day per home). Consequently, proper onsite treatment
and dispersal of domestic wastewater became necessary; however, the rudimentary OWTS
could not properly manage this wastewater especially in densely populated areas. Improperly
treated wastewater discharges from these OWTS at the surface and subsurface were common
with corresponding increases in public nuisance problems and frequent pollution of water wells
and surface waters.

To address these problems Ryon was charged with investigating the causes of failure of
these rudimentary OWTS in the New York City suburbs. This included designing a temporary
solution to provide for residential wastewater treatment and dispersal until public sewers were
available. Ryon also recognized that many rural areas of New York State would probably
never be served by public sewers (which is still true today). From this research, he developed
the percolation test, an easy and simple but effective indicator of the ability of soil to absorb
treated wastewater. Subsequent to the percolation test, and more significantly, Ryon
developed a sizing formula for soil absorption systems. The sizing formula was based on the
correlation of percolation test results with the ability of soils to accept cesspool (later septic
tank) effluent. This method was quickly adopted throughout much of the rest of the United
States and in many parts of the world.

This text is for historical interest only. Do not use for plan or design preparation.
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Chapter 2

Construction Safety

Site investigation, soil evaluation and the installation of OWTSs requires excavation, trenching,
the use of heavy excavation equipment that presents many physical hazards and possible deep trench
entry. Safety precautions for all onsite personnel are important. Excavations for test pits, seepage pits
and septic tanks may create safety hazards. Experience warns us that depth as shallow as five (5) feet
below ground level have caused injury and loss of life. It is the contractor’s responsibility to assure that
working conditions on the work site are not hazardous to workers or the public.

It is the law in the State of New York that “Dig Safely New York™ and the New York City and
Long Island “One—Call Center” be contacted to determine the location of any underground utilities in
the area and thereby avoid potential excavation of hazards, unexpected downtime, loss of revenue,
injury and disruption of utility service. The New York City and Long Island One-Call center provides
service for all the five boroughs of New York City as well as Nassau and Suffolk Counties on Long
Island. Dig Safely New York provides service for the rest of the state.

www.digsafelynewyork.com

Dig Safely New York: 811 or 1-800-962-7962
New York City and Long Island - One—Call Center: 811 or 1-800-272-4480

2.1 General Trenching and Excavation Safety Guidance

Trenches five (5) feet deep or greater can be very dangerous. All safety measures below should
be followed:

Protect yourself and others. Do not enter and do not allow entrance into an unsafe excavation!
Provide safe access and egress to all excavations, such as ladders, steps or ramps.

Keep heavy equipment away from trench edges.

Keep soil spoils at least two (2) feet from trench edges.

Benching of trench sidewalls can be used to mitigate caving potential.

Avoid excavations during or shortly following a rainstorm.

Be aware of heavy equipment and make sure the operator knows where you are.

Excavations should not be left open and unattended. Safely backfill or barricade the excavation
area(s).

Federal OSHA Construction Standards are applicable to excavations and trenches. Visit OSHA’s
Safety and Health Topics web page on trenching and excavation at:

http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/trenchingexcavation/index.html
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Above all, to propetly maintain a disposal field and to assure its longer
life, clean the septic tank when necessary. It is better to pump the tank
too often than not often enough.

The cost of a disposal field is usually 10 times greater than the cost of
cleaning the septic tank. Sometimes it is impossible to abandon a clogged
field and replace it because of lack of lot space. Waste brines from house-
hold water softencr units may cause 2 slight shortening of life of a disposal
field installed in steuctured clay-type soil.

It is good practice to show the lacation of the vartious units of the
disposal system on 2 sketch and ceference them to permanent land marks.
This is best done when the system is under construction and will prove
useful in the future when earth covered units have to be located for
maintenance purposes.

“Sewage Disposal Systems for the Home”
Part I11, Bulletin No. 1
c. 1960s

This diagram and text is for historical interest only. Do not use for plan or design preparation.
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Chapter 3

Wastewater Flows

The quantity and quality of daily wastewater flow that an OWTS may be required to accept, treat
and distribute, is a major consideration in the design of the system. Toilet, bathroom showers and sinks,
kitchen sinks and dishwashers, laundry and possibly drinking water supply treatment equipment
discharges routinely contribute to this flow. Roof, footing, garage, cellar, and surface water drainage
must be excluded from household plumbing and discharged away from the system.

Considerable variability in wastewater flow rate occurs from household to household. Many
factors can influence the quantity and quality of daily wastewater discharges such as:

Number of occupants (including homes used for vacation rentals and entertaining)
Number of bedrooms

Garbage grinders (increases solids and grease discharges)

Type of water supply (public vs. private well)

Water pressure

Automatic dish washers

Automatic clothes washers

Spas and whirlpool baths

Plumbing fixture types

Individual user habits

Leaking faucets and toilets

Prevailing temperature

High flow fixtures or features (multi-head showers, whirlpool tubs, etc.)
Low flow fixtures and toilets

High efficiency appliances

Home business or hobbies (hairdresser, catering, painting, etc.)

Expansion attics, basements, sleeping porches, dens, and recreation rooms, which may be
converted to additional permanent bedrooms in the future, should be considered in calculating daily
design flow.

Minimum daily design flows for residential systems that are based upon the number of bedrooms
in the dwelling and the age of fixtures are listed in Table 1. Design for new construction shall be based
upon a minimum daily flow of 110 gallons per day per bedroom. Other daily design flows including
those listed in Table 1, may be applicable for systems receiving wastewater from dwellings equipped
with older plumbing fixtures, extreme water use fixtures (such as a multi-head shower system) or non-
discharging toilets (such as a composter). Daily design flow rates for wastewater treatment system
expansion to meet an actual or potential occupancy increase (for example adding rooms to a residence
that will or can be used as bedrooms) should also be in accordance with Table 1.

It may be beneficial for the Design Professional to perform a homeowner interview and review
architectural plans to account for potential bedrooms, occupancy, extreme water use fixtures, and
intended uses that could affect wastewater discharges from the dwelling.
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3.1 Water Softener Discharges

Water softening or other water conditioning equipment discharges are often directed to the
OWTS through the household plumbing. In the majority of these cases, no problems are indicated with
the OWTS. There have been some reports of issues, however, related to the discharge of water softener
waste brine to septic tanks and specific soil types. Waste brine from household water softener units may
have an adverse effect on the operation of a septic tank when the water treatment system is not operating
properly and may cause a shortening of the life of an absorption facility, particularly when the system is
installed in a structured clay type soil. Therefore, when possible, brine backwash waste from household
water softening equipment should be discharged to a separate soil absorption facility such as a trench or
shallow pit. Discharging brine backwash waste from household water softening equipment directly into
the groundwater or on the surface of the ground is unacceptable. Care must also be taken not to dispose
of concentrated backwash discharges containing dissolved sodium and chloride in areas or ways that can
impact water supply wells. Separation distances required for conventional absorption facilities shall also
be met for the backwash waste absorption facility. When softener discharges must be to the septic tank,
the water treatment system should be maintained on a regular basis to ensure that the system is
functioning properly. A water softener should be set to reflect the actual hardness, manganese or iron
level(s) in the dwelling’s water supply. An “as-needed” regeneration softener is recommended over an
automatic timer-operated softener to minimize the number of regeneration brine discharges.

3.2 Low Flow Fixtures

Prior to 1980 toilets routinely used five (5) gallons per flush (gpf) and faucets and showerheads
allowed three (3) to five (5) gallons per minute (gpm). This resulted in residential OWTS designs being
based upon a daily design flow of 150 gallons per day per bedroom (gpdpb). This assumed two (2)
people per bedroom [75 gallons per day per person (gpdpp)].

In 1980, the New York State Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) required that all sink
faucets, lavatory faucets, showerheads, urinals, and toilets manufactured after January 1, 1980 comply
with specific water saving performance standards. As a result, toilets manufactured between 1980 and
1991 were required to use no more than 3.5 gpf and faucets and showerheads limited flow to three (3)
gpm. OWTSs serving dwellings constructed with 1980-1991 reduced flow-plumbing fixtures were
designed based upon a daily design flow of 130 gpdpb (i.e., 65 gpdpp).

In 1992, the USEPA’s “Energy Policy Act” required that the manufacture and sale of new water
saving fixtures be implemented by 1994. At the time, available data predicted an approximate 15%
decrease in water use with the installation of these water saving fixtures. This water saving prediction
was applied to develop a daily design flow for OWTSs of 110gpdpb (55 gpdpp). EPA's current water
use data confirm this is appropriate for most residences and other states use a similar range of daily
design flow rates of 90-120gpdpb. Therefore, for new construction, residential OWTS designs are based
upon a design flow of 110 gpdpb.

In 2006, USEPA launched the “Water Sense” program. This USEPA-sponsored partnership
program promotes water efficiency and enhancing the market for water efficient products, programs and
practices. Products such as shower heads, faucets, clothes washers and toilets (low flow and dual-flush)
carrying the Water Sense label are certified to perform well and use less water include faucets: 1.5 gpm,
showerheads: 2.0 gpm, toilets: 1.28 gpf, and clothes washers: at least 50% less water per load. For more
information and a list of Water Sense products see: http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/

Use of low flow fixtures can help reduce wastewater discharge volumes to the system; however,
the biological load to the system will be about the same. Therefore, septic tank size and other certain
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system parameters are not affected when water saving fixtures are used. New construction shall be
designed based upon 110 gpd per bedroom; however, water saving fixtures such as Water Sense
products can be very important when there is a need or desire to conserve water use and very helpful for
low yielding wells and/or addressing existing OWTSs with limited soil absorption area available.

3.3 Spas, Whirlpool Baths, Hot Tubs and High Water Use Products

Spas and whirlpool baths are sometimes installed in residences served by OWTSs. Rapid
draining of these units, which may contain a few hundred gallons of water, can interfere with the proper
operation of a septic tank by disturbing settled solids within the tank. Draining should be controlled via
the drain pump/valve to allow no more than five (5) gpm to discharge to minimize flow velocity into the
septic tank. Spas, whirlpool baths and multi-head shower systems are typically connected to the
household plumbing so frequent use could also affect the hydraulic load to the OWTS. Overuse can
result in premature failure of the absorption system due hydraulic overload or carryover of suspended
solids from the septic tank. Multi-person hot tubs equipped with a recirculation and disinfection should
never be connected to household plumbing or discharged to an OWTS. Hot tub discharges should be
managed similar to swimming pool backwash and draining.

3.4 Protecting the Onsite Wastewater Treatment System

All toilet, bathroom, kitchen, and laundry wastes from a household shall be discharged into the
septic tank. Household chemicals such as bleach, disinfectants, cleansers, antibacterial soaps, etc., when
used in normal household applications, should not disrupt septic tank or absorption system operation.
Roof, footing, garage, cellar, surface and cooling water must be excluded from septic tanks and
discharged away from the absorption area.

Materials not readily degraded such as paper towels, newspaper, wrapping paper, rags, cotton
swabs, sanitary napkins, feminine hygiene products, condoms, disposable diapers, coffee grounds, cat
litter, cooking fats/oils, bones, facial tissues, dental floss and cigarette butts should not be flushed into
septic tanks. These products do not degrade in the tank and can clog inlets, outlets, and the absorption
system. Other often-used household products that should not be discharged into septic tanks include
antifreeze, pesticides, herbicides, oil, gasoline, paint, turpentine or other hazardous chemicals.

Unused pharmaceuticals and personal care products (fragrances, cosmetics, sunscreens, etc.)
should not be flushed down the toilet or washed down the drain. Check with local officials or
pharmacies to see if household drug collection is available or if other disposal options exist. If not, alter
the medications in some way to make them unpalatable and place them in the trash. For more
information on proper disposal of pharmaceuticals, see: http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/67720.html

To avoid overloading the system, homeowners should use water efficiently, repair leaky faucets
or toilets, install low-flow fixtures, purchase high-efficiency appliances and avoid using a garbage
disposal unit. See Appendix F, “Septic Systems - Operation and Maintenance”.
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Chapter 4
Soil and Site Appraisal

4.1 Purpose

A comprehensive soil and site investigation will identify the preferred location for an OWTS and
the type of system that is appropriate for the site conditions. In some cases site and soil conditions
preclude the use of OWTSs and centralized sewers will be required for site development.

The cost of an OWTS is heavily influenced by prevailing soil and site conditions. If a home
must be located on marginal soils or if enhanced treatment of wastewater is necessary, considerable
expense will be incurred to construct an OWTS. Sites exhibiting site conditions such as rock
outcroppings, high ground water, poor soils (very slow or very fast percolating), limited available space,
poor drainage or excessive slopes may require specialized engineering and technology at a considerable
expense to design and install an OWTS. Slower soil percolation rates require larger subsurface
absorption areas.

Poorly drained sites may require special surface and/or subsurface drainage to prevent periodic
failures caused by rising ground water levels or ponding of surface drainage from snowmelt or
rainstorms. The solution and control of such problems require consideration of the total drainage area.
The State or local highway agency may be helpful in providing an overview of drainage provisions.

4.2  Site Investigation

Selection of the OWTS location must be an integral part of the initial home site layout and not a
simple accommodation. Construction of the home or drilled well should not begin until the OWTS has
been properly located and designed. Therefore, a field evaluation of the site and soil characteristics
should be conducted before purchase or development of the property. Low areas likely to be flooded
every ten (10) years or more frequently, (10-year flood plains) shall be avoided. Areas likely to be
flooded every 100 years or more frequently (100 year flood plains) should also be avoided or special
precautions and construction should be considered. Flood plain maps are available at most city, town or
village building departments or can be researched on the “floodsmart” website:
http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/

4.3 Separation Requirements

Separation distances between OWTS components and property boundaries, structures (existing
or planned) and other site features are required to maintain OWTS performance, permit service, allow
for repairs and minimize undesirable effects of underground wastewater dispersion. These include
property lines, rights-of-way, easements, water supplies, wetlands, watercourses, buildings and utilities.
Wetland or watercourse determinations should be addressed with the LHD or other local authority
having jurisdiction and the applicable NYSDEC regional office. Required horizontal separation
distances from OWTS components are shown in Figures 1 and 2 and listed in Table 2. Horizontal
searation distances from water supplies (such as drilled wells), including OWTS components, are
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established in NYSDOH Appendix 5-B, “Standards for Water Wells” and Appendix 5-D, “Special
Requirements for Wells Serving Public Water Systems”.

Rock outcroppings serve as a warning that shallow soils are present and suggest the probable
direction of near surface drainage flow. The site investigation should indicate the depth of useable
permeable soil at the site above rock, presence of unsuitable soil and high seasonal ground water.

The effluent from an OWTS contains pathogenic bacteria, viruses, dissolved nutrients and
potentially some chemical contaminants that are capable of traveling distances if they reach the ground
water aquifer, especially in creviced and channeled rock. To minimize the possible health hazard and
pollution potential of treatment system effluent, absorption areas should be located well above the
seasonal high ground water level (at least two (2) feet in most cases) and as far as possible from drinking
water supplies and surface waters. The minimum required vertical separation distances and other site
requirements for OWTS options are listed in Table 4. The combined horizontal and vertical separation
distances for each OWTS are called “boundary conditions”.

The required infiltrative area is determined from: (a) properly conducted soil percolation and
deep hole tests to accurately identify the site and soil conditions and (b) projected wastewater dispersion
direction. For design and planning purposes, an additional useable area of 50% of the absorption area
should be reserved for future expansion or repair of the absorption area. Whenever possible, it is
recommended that an area equal to 100% of the required absorption area be reserved to facilitate full
absorption system replacement. Insufficient useable land to provide for an expansion or reserve area
should not necessarily preclude acceptance of OWTS designs. Technology and other mitigation
measures are available to provide viable alternatives to reserving land for future possibility of system
expansion or repair. Note, however, that reserving an area sufficient for full absorption field replacement
or at least enough area to support system expansion can be cost effective in the long term because
complete absorption field relocation or applying a remedial technology can be expensive. A properly
designed, constructed, and maintained OWTS has an average expected useful life of 20 to 25 years and
can often be much longer.

Local sanitary codes, zoning ordinances or WPAs may control the inspection, design and
installation of systems. Many LHDs or other local authorities having jurisdiction will require their staff
to be present during the site evaluation (including percolation tests and test pits), require that plans be
submitted and approved before construction starts, perform inspections of the system installation prior to
backfilling/covering and/or require certification from the design professional that the OWTS installed
was in conformance with approved plans prior to household occupancy. Due to the many regulations
and local procedures that may be in effect, the LHD having jurisdiction should be consulted prior to
performing the site evaluation, design and construction of a household OWTS.

When a LHD or other local authorities having jurisdiction does not implement a residential
OWTS program, the local Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) for the New York State Fire Prevention and
Building Code should utilize the New York State Residential Code’s generally accepted standards to
ensure compliance with Appendix 75-A standards.

4.4  Selecting Drinking Water Well Location

The type, number and separation distance to OWTSs or other sources of pollution in the vicinity
of a well indicate the potential for nearby contamination of the ground water supplying the well.
Ground slope and rock outcrops indicate the probable direction of surficial drainage and possible ground
water flow direction. This should be considered when evaluating the location for a well to minimize
potential pollution. Well construction, depth to the aquifer, soil type above the aquifer, volume/rate of
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water pumped and well drawdown are also extremely important since they affect the distance and travel
time of polluted waters. Usually, potential pollution of wells is minimized by increased distance and
travel time.

When pumping from a well, localized ground water flow will tend to be toward the well. Since
the pumping level of water in the well may frequently be 50 to 150 feet or more below the ground
surface, well pumping may exert an attractive influence on ground water as far as 500 to 1,000 feet away
from the well, regardless of the elevation to the top of the well. Therefore, distances to and elevations of
OWTS must be considered relative to the elevation of the water level in the well while it is being
pumped. An OWTS located 100 feet away on level ground or down grade from a well may still be 50
feet above the pumping water level in the well.

Required separation distances are sometimes impossible to meet for the repair or replacement of
a failing or existing substandard OWTS. Information on the well such as well depth, casing depth, well
grouting depth, well water quality, depth to the aquifer and subsurface geology/hydrogeology should be
carefully evaluated when considering any reduction in separation distances. Example: the existence of
an impervious soil stratum between the OWTS and a ground water aquifer used as a drinking water
source provides additional protection of the aquifer.

Considerable judgment is needed to select a suitable location for a well. The separation distances
listed in Table 2 of this handbook and Table 1 of Appendix 5-B, “Standards for Water Wells”, should be
used as a guide for locating residential wells. Experience has shown that these distances are reasonable
and effective in most instances when coupled with proper interpretation of available hydrologic/geologic
data and satisfactory well construction.

Appendix 5-B, Appendix 5-D (“Special Requirements for Wells Serving Public Water
Systems”), NYSDOH Individual Water Supply Wells Fact Sheets #1 through #5, NYSDOH Fact Sheet
“Concerns About Surface Water as a Drinking Water Source”, Part 75 and Appendix 75-C (“Individual
Water Supply System Testing”), contain additional information regarding well water supplies. The Fact
Sheets are included in Appendix B of this handbook. Drilled wells should be developed and tested for
quality and quantity prior to commencement of home construction.

Specific Waivers are needed for reductions in boundary conditions for new OWTS construction
or when installing a new or replacement drilled well. Specific Waivers are discussed in Section 9.7 of
this Handbook.

4.5  Soil Investigation

Soils vary widely in character. Most soils are mixtures of stones, sand, silt, clay, and organic
matter. Soils usually contain microorganisms capable of breaking down organic matter and
microorganisms capable of assisting in soil aeration. Soil survey maps and reports have been developed
for most counties in New York State and are available from the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA). While helpful in determining general soil and soil-moisture characteristics and suitability for
various uses, the maps/reports are not substitutes for an on-site soil investigation. The USDA soil maps
can be accessed at http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm

The nature of the stratum immediately under the upper soil layer can affect the treatment and
transport of wastewater. Dense substrata, such as clay, fragipan, shale, argillite, and cemented limestone
restrict the limits of vertical movement of wastewater. Highly fractured or channeled rock substrata
underlying shallow soil profiles may facilitate such rapid water movement that contamination of ground
water, and nearby streams/lakes could occur. Deep test holes or borings are used to determine: (1) the
presence/absence of such underlying substrata, (2) seasonal high ground water levels, (3) depth to
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bedrock, (4) types of soils penetrated, and (5) other features such as root systems, land drains, etc.,
which may affect the design and operation of a OWTS.

Accurate identification of seasonal high groundwater is critical for OWTSs to function properly
year round. Absorption areas must remain unsaturated and allow the exchange of oxygen into the soil.
Determination of seasonal high ground water levels are performed by evaluating the soils using a deep
hole test. Soil evaluations consist of observing soil types, layers and mottling (soil color patterns). Soil
scientists, geologists, design professionals or other properly trained persons should perform soil
evaluations. Information regarding soil mottling needs to be obtained from all deep hole tests to ensure
proper OWTS design and function.

Gray soil colorations are associated with saturated and chemically reducing conditions of
minerals in soil (iron and manganese) and yellowish-brown colorations are associated with aerobic and
chemically oxidizing conditions of those minerals. Soils with high water tables during some parts of the
year generally exhibit variable mottling at the depth of the high water mark and below. Soil mottling
colorations may be difficult to observe during summer months in some soils due to the inherent color
properties of the soil.

High ground water levels (free water surface in a deep hole test) are usually at its highest during
the normal spring high ground water period (March 15 to June 30); however, winter or spring drought
conditions may lower the usual ground water level. Therefore, the presence of soil mottling must
always be checked. In some soils, high ground water can only be accurately determined by monitoring a
free water surface in an excavated hole or shallow monitoring well during the spring high ground water
period because mottling will not be evident.

Site vegetation can also offer clues regarding surface and ground water levels. Recognizing the
types of plants that grow on wet soils (e.g., certain ferns, cattails, purple loosestrife), can help verify the
findings of deep hole tests.

The depth of a deep hole test is determined by the type of absorption system to be installed. If a
shallow subsurface system such as a conventional absorption trench or absorption bed system is
proposed, at least four (4) feet of useable soil shall be available above impermeable strata or the high
ground water level. The four (4) foot depth determination provides a minimum separation of two (2)
feet beneath the bottom of an absorption trench/bed. Deep hole tests for proposed absorption fields
should be at least six (6) feet deep (preferably four (4) feet deeper than the bottom of proposed
absorption trenches/bed) to facilitate observation of soil mottling/discoloration on the sidewalls of the
hole and other boundary conditions. At least one (1) deep hole test shall be dug within or immediately
adjacent to the proposed absorption area to assure that uniform soil and site conditions prevail.

If observations of deep hole tests, percolation test holes, excavations, grading cuts, etc. reveal
widely varying soil profiles, additional deep hole tests shall be dug and observed to assure that a
sufficient area of useable soil is present for the installation of the proposed absorption facility. At least
one (1) deep hole test may also be required to be dug within or immediately adjacent to the proposed
absorption expansion area to assure that uniform soil and site conditions prevail. OWTSs shall be
designed to reflect the most severe conditions observed within the proposed absorption area. Note that
judgment should be utilized not to excavate too many test pits within the proposed treatment area to
avoid changing natural soil characteristics.

Where absorption systems are to be installed above drinking water aquifers, the local health
department or other local authority having jurisdiction may require a greater vertical separation distance
to bedrock (limestone, karst, shale, etc.) Absorption systems should not be constructed directly over
visible cracks, crevices, sinkholes, or other formations that may facilitate rapid dispersion into
groundwater.
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Seasonal weather variations markedly affect ground water levels. Heavy spring rains combined
with annual snow melt in New York State normally raise groundwater to its high level between March
15 and June 30. Cycles of drought and flooding obviously influence the “high ground water level”
reached during any particular year. Hence, information regarding soil mottling/discoloration should be
obtained from all deep hole tests, whenever available; to supplement any observed high ground water
levels. Periodic observations of shallow monitoring wells throughout the normal spring high ground
water period produces an accurate determination of the high water table at a given site for a given year.

45.1 Soil Investigation for Seepage Pits

Seepage pits provide less treatment than absorption trenches/beds because of the limited air
exchange necessary for biological treatment. If soil and site conditions are adequate for absorption
trenches seepage pits shall not be used.

Three (3) feet of useable soil must exist beneath the bottom of seepage pits (i.e., above ground
water, bedrock or impervious strata). Deep hole tests for proposed seepage pits shall be at least five (5)
feet deeper than the bottom of the proposed seepage pits to facilitate observation of soil
mottling/discoloration on the sidewalls of the hole and other boundary conditions. At least one (1) deep
hole test shall be dug at, or immediately adjacent to, the proposed location of seepage pits to assure that
uniform soil and site conditions prevail. If observations of deep hole tests, percolation holes,
excavations, grading cuts, etc. reveal widely varying soil profiles additional deep hole tests shall be dug
and observed to assure that a sufficient area of useable soil is present for the installation of the proposed
seepage pits. The effective seepage pit sidewall absorption area calculation includes only soils with a
percolation rate of one (1) to sixty (60) minutes per inch. No allowance for seepage pit infiltration area
is made for the bottom area of a pit. Any bottom area or sidewall soil with a percolation rate faster than
one (1) minute per inch precludes use of the site unless soil blending produces at least three (3) feet of
filtration through blended soil with a percolation rate of one (1) to sixty (60) minutes per inch.

Note that parts of Long Island do use seepage pits due the nature of construction, soil conditions
and known hydrogeology. General Waivers were issued to Suffolk and Nassau Counties allowing the
use of seepage pits in their jurisdiction. Table 10 lists General Waivers in effect.

4.6 Soil Identification

Another item used in subsoil investigation is soil texture. This refers to the proportion of sand,
silt and clay. Soil textural classifications noted by the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) are depicted in Table 12. In the field, the percentages of sand, silt, and clay particles in a soil
can be estimated by feel by experienced soil scientists, geologists or design professionals. Detailed soil
analysis should be determined by laboratory analysis. The following descriptions can be used in
identifying soil texture.

Sand: Individual grains can be seen and felt readily. Squeezed in the hand when dry, this soil will fall
apart when the pressure is released. Squeezed when moist, it will form a cast that will hold its shape
when the pressure is released but will crumble when touched.

Sandy Loam: Consists largely of sand, but has enough silt and clay present to give it a small amount of
stability. Individual sand grains can be seen and felt readily. Squeezed in the hand when dry, this soil
will fall apart when the pressure is released. Squeezed when moist, it forms a cast that will not only
hold its shape when pressure is released, but will withstand careful handling without breaking. The
stability of the moist cast differentiates this soil from sand.
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Loam: Consists of an even mixture of the different sizes of sand and of silt and clay. It is easily
crumbled when dry and has a slightly gritty, yet smooth feel. It is slightly sticky and plastic. Squeezed
in the hand when dry, it will form a cast that will withstand careful handling. The cast formed of moist
soil can be handled freely without breaking.

Clay Loam: A fine textured soil, which breaks into clods or lumps that are hard when dry. When a ball
of moist soil is pressed between the thumb and finger, it will form a thin ribbon that will break readily,
barely sustaining its own weight. The moist soil is plastic and will form a cast that will withstand
considerable handling.

Silt Loam: Consists of a moderate amount of fine grades of sand, a small amount of clay, and a large
quantity of silt particles. Lumps in a dry, undisturbed state appear quite cloddy but they can be
pulverized readily; the soil then feels soft and floury. When wet, silt loam runs together and puddles.
Either dry or moist casts can be handled freely without breaking. When a ball of moist soil is pressed
between thumb and finger, it will not press out into a smooth, unbroken ribbon but will have a broken
appearance.

Clay: A fine-textured soil that breaks into very hard clods or lumps when dry, and is plastic and
unusually sticky when wet. When a ball of moist soil is pressed between the thumb and finger, it will
form a long ribbon.

Structure is also a characteristic used in soil investigation. A moist or dry soil mass in its natural state
tends to break into pieces of a rather definite shape resembling a geometric figure or some other
material. Thus, a soil may have a prismatic, block, granular, crumb or platy structure. Structure is
indicative of drainage characteristics and is used to determine the limits of soil horizons. Soil structure
should not be confused with the structural (strength) characteristics of a soil.

4.7 Soil Percolation

Infiltration and percolation govern the absorptive capacity of soil. Infiltration is the passage of
liquid across the liquid-soil interface and percolation is the passage of liquid through soil once it has
crossed the interface. Soils with high clay content may not allow adequate passage of liquid and
therefore, are generally unsuitable for subsurface treatment. Usually the coarser the soil particles are the
faster the soil percolation rate is. If groundwater levels are high, even soil of high permeability will not
allow sufficient liquid to percolate.

The smearing or compaction of absorption trench or seepage pit sidewalls or bottoms during
excavation and construction will severely restrict infiltration. Low capacity for either infiltration or
percolation may cause a household OWTS to fail. A poorly operating septic tank system, which allows
the passage of suspended solids and grease, may cause physical, chemical and/or biological clogging at
the liquid-soil interface and restrict infiltration.

Percolation rates, projected daily design flow rates and observed horizontal and vertical
boundary conditions are used to design absorption area location, type and size. A typical soil percolation
test hole is depicted in Figure 3.
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4.7.1  Soil Percolation Testing

Persons with training/experience in conducting such tests should conduct percolation tests. They
include but are not limited to design professionals, surveyors, sanitarians, soil scientists, geologists,
technicians, WPA inspectors and system installers. The design professional is responsible for the
percolation test results used in their design of an OWTS.

Soil percolation test results are indicative of the ability of a soil to absorb and transmit
wastewater treatment system effluent. If the percolation test results are inconsistent with field
determined soil conditions then additional percolation tests must be conducted and the slowest
percolation rate (most restrictive) observed shall be used to design the absorption facility. Percolation
tests may be conducted anytime except when the ground is frozen, or when precipitation interferes with
the test (adds water to the test hole).

In general, for most proposed absorption systems, at least two (2) percolation tests shall be
performed within the proposed absorption area with the bottom of the test holes located at the proposed
bottom of the absorption trench or bed. The slowest percolation test results shall be used to design the
absorption facilities. At least one (1) percolation test should also be performed in the proposed reserve
area.

Appendix D contains a copy of the NYSDOH Percolation Test Data sheet and percolation test
instructions. Table 4 shows the depth of percolation tests for each type of subsurface treatment system
and corresponding required site conditions.

4.7.2 Soil Percolation Test Procedure

The procedure noted below should be followed in performing a soil percolation test:
(1) Make sure proper construction safety practices are followed.

(2) Dig a hole with vertical sides approximately 12 inches wide on all four (4) sides or 12 inches in
diameter. The depth of the test holes should be 24 to 30 inches below final grade or at the
projected bottom of trenches in shallower or deeper systems. Holes shall be hand dug; the use of
a backhoe to excavate the upper soils is not acceptable. It is necessary to place washed aggregate
in the lower two (2) inches of each percolation test hole or employ another method that will
reduce scouring and silting action when water is poured into the hole. The sides of percolation
holes should be scraped to avoid smearing.

(3) Pre-soak the test hole by periodically filling the hole with water and allowing the water to seep
away. This procedure should be performed for at least four (4) hours and should begin one (1)
day before the test, except in clean, coarse sand and gravel. After the water from the final pre-
soaking has seeped away, remove any loose soil that has fallen from the sides of the hole. Pre-
soaking saturates the surrounding soil and allows for clay in the soil to swell, simulating when a
system is in operation and receiving wastewater effluent.

(4) Pour clean water into the hole, with as little splashing as possible, to a depth of six (6) inches
above the bottom of the test hole.

(5) Observe and record the time in minutes required for the water to drop from the six (6) inch depth
to the five (5) inch depth.
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(6) Repeat the test a minimum of three (3) times until the time for the water to drop from six (6)
inches to five (5) inches for two (2) successive tests is approximately equal (i.e., < 1 minutes for
1 — 30 min./inch; < 2 minutes for 31-60 min./inch). The longest time interval to drop one (1)
inch shall be taken as the stabilized rate of percolation and shall serve as the basis of design for
the absorption system. Note that except for sandy soils, properly pre-soaking a percolation test
hole will typically shorten the time spent for successive percolation rates to become equal.

For example, assume the following times were recorded while performing steps (d), (e), and (f) above:

Run Number Time for One Inch Drop (Minutes)
1 24
2 27
3 30
4 30

Based upon these results, the percolation rate to use for design purposes is 30 minutes per inch.
4.7.3 Seepage Pit Percolation Tests

If a seepage pit is used, percolation tests should be conducted at one-half the depth and again at
the full estimated depth of the seepage pit. In order to facilitate conducting the test and preventing cave-
in, a two-tiered excavation should be made approximately two (2) feet above the bottom of the proposed
seepage pit and two (2) feet above the half-depth of the proposed seepage pit. Percolation test pits
should be dug approximately two (2) feet deep into each tier base. At least two (2) percolation tests shall
be performed with the bottom of the percolation tests holes at the proposed pit bottom depth and half of
the proposed pit depth. If different soil layers are encountered at the proposed pit sidewall area, a
percolation test shall be conducted in each permeable layer and the seepage pit design percolation rate
shall comprise the weighted average of each test result based upon the depth of each permeable layer.
No allowance for infiltration area is made for the bottom area of a pit or the pit sidewall area of
impervious strata (i.e., percolation rate slower than 60 minutes per inch).
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House Sewer Drain

5.1 General Information

The house sewer drain, which collects the discharge from gray and black water plumbing in the
house, extends outside the building (usually basement) wall and connects to the septic tank or public
sewer line. The house sewer drain is designed to convey these household wastewater discharges to the
septic tank or public sewer line at sufficient slope to achieve a flow velocity that will prevent settling of
solids in the drain line. A household plumbing system is also designed to enable gases from the septic
tank or public sewer line to be vented to the atmosphere through the house plumbing vent system (soil
stack and/or vent stack). Plumbing for residences served by OWTSs shall be installed in a manner to
avoid interference with the flow of gases and air from the absorption area, distribution box, and septic
tank through the house-plumbing vent. Where local building code requires the use of a whole-house
building trap on the sewer drain line, vent piping should be installed on the building drain from a point
immediately downstream of the building trap to the vent stack to allow the septic tank gases to vent and
facilitate aeration of the absorption field by negative pressure. A typical house plumbing and venting
system is shown in Figure 4.

House sewer drains shall be made of sound and durable material, have water-tight construction,
have a minimum diameter of four (4) inches and be laid on a firm foundation at a minimum grade of
one-quarter (%) inch per foot. House sewer drains should be installed with as straight an alignment as
possible. If bends are necessary, a maximum bend of 45 degrees shall be used and fitted with an
appropriately installed clean out of the same size as the house sewer drainpipe. More than one cleanout
may be required depending on the length of run. The clean out should be extended to the ground surface
and properly capped/plugged for maintenance purposes. At least one (1) clean out with a properly fitted
plug is required on the house drain within the building to provide access to the house sewer drain for
maintenance.

House sewer drain construction, including materials, shall comply with applicable requirements
of the State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building code, Residential Code, Chapter 30, Sanitary
Drainage.

5.2  Separation Between Water Supply Lines and House Sewer Drains

A minimum horizontal separation of ten (10) feet shall exist between the house sewer drain and
any water supply line. Where these lines must cross, the water supply line shall be installed to provide a
minimum vertical separation of at least 18-inches between the outside of the water line and outside of
the sewer drain line. This shall be the case where the water line is either above or below the sewer drain
line with preference to the water line being located above the sewer drain line. Suction water lines shall
never cross under house sewer drains or any other component of an OWTS.

When it is not possible to obtain proper horizontal and vertical separation as stipulated above, the
following mitigative measures may be considered:
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(1) The house sewer drain shall be constructed of rigid pipe and shall be pressure tested to assure
water tightness.

(2) The water line or the house sewer drain, or both, may be encased in a watertight carrier pipe that

extends ten (10) feet on both sides of the crossing when measured perpendicular to the water
line.

The absorption area and designated reserve area should be located at least ten (10) feet from any
water service line (public water supply main, public water service line or residential well water service
line) to allow access to the water line without having to excavate in the absorption area. The water line
should be constructed and located to minimize the exposure to OWTS dispersion or the impact to the
function of the OWTS (such as the water line should not be located down gradient of the absorption
area). In cases where it is not practical to maintain a ten (10) foot separation from the system or its
components, mitigative measure(s) such as pipe encasement should be implemented.
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6.1 General Information

Wastewater collected from the house sewer drain must undergo treatment prior to discharge to a
soil absorption area. Devices such as septic tanks or enhanced treatments units (ETUs) provide varying
degrees of physical and biological treatment. Physical treatment is restricted to processes dependent
upon the concentration of wastes in, and the quality of, wastewater. Septic tanks are settling chambers
that reduce turbulence and velocity of household wastewater discharges and permit time for physical
separation of most floating and settleable solids in the wastewater. Materials heavier than water settle to
the bottom and form “sludge”. Materials lighter than water rise to the surface and form “scum”. It is
important that scum and sludge does not escape the septic tank and overload or clog the absorption field.
A typical septic tank is depicted in Figure 5.

Two groups of bacteria, aerobic and anaerobic, provide biological treatment of wastewater.
Aerobic bacteria degrade organic matter in the presence of air or oxygen. Anaerobic bacteria perform a
similar function in the absence of elemental oxygen but at a much slower rate.

Septic tanks are large watertight chambers that promote the growth of anaerobic bacteria for the
biological decomposition of wastewater and provide detention time for sludge and scum to form. Septic
tanks should be sized for a minimum detention time of 36 hours and constructed with a baffle or sanitary
tee on the inlet and the outlet of the tank to assure retention of floating material and settleable solids.
Performance of a septic tank can be improved by installing an effluent filter on the outlet and septic tank
compartmentalization. Neither scum nor sludge should be scoured from the septic tank by wastewater
flowing through the tank.

Rising gases routinely produced by anaerobic digestion of organic matter in septic tanks interfere
with particle settling and cause re-suspension of previously settled solids (sludge). Therefore, at a
minimum, the outlet baffle or sanitary tee should be equipped with a gas deflection device to minimize
the flow of such particles/solids out the septic tank. Increasing the diameter of the vertical section of an
outlet sanitary tee to more than four (4) inches is recommended to decrease up-flow velocity and
potential discharge of suspended solids out of the septic tank. Use of an effluent filter also minimizes
flow of particles/solids out of the septic tank.

Pumped out septic tanks contain toxic gases and shall not be entered by a homeowner. Only
trained persons utilizing oxygen breathing apparatus and proper confined space protocols should attempt
to enter or repair a pumped out septic tank. If a leak below the liquid level cannot be repaired or sealed,
the tank must be replaced.

Although minimum capacities for septic tanks are established in Table 3, larger tanks have the
advantages of providing longer detention times, requiring less frequent pump-outs and being able to
accommodate changes to the home (such as adding bedrooms, spa tub or garbage grinder). Larger tanks
typically provide a good cost-benefit return.

Table 3 specifies minimum septic tank capacities based upon the number of bedrooms.
Expansion attics or other rooms that could reasonably be converted to a bedroom should be counted as
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an additional bedroom for tank sizing purposes. A garbage grinder or whirlpool tub/spa should also be
considered equivalent to an additional bedroom for determining tank size. Garbage grinders should be
avoided; however, if a garbage grinder can reasonably be expected to be installed, an effluent filter or
gas deflection baffle and a dual compartment tank or two tanks in series must be provided because of the
increased solids and greases that will be discharged to the septic tank. An effluent filter or gas deflection
baffle should also be provided whenever any full width outlet baffle exists in a septic tank to minimize
solids carryover to the absorption area. Figure 6 depicts typical septic tank enhancements for gas
deflection and an effluent filter.

6.2 Effluent Filters

Effluent filters protect absorption areas from premature clogging and failure due to the release of
non-settleable solids and/or non-degradable flushed materials from the septic tank. Effluent filters are
installed on the outlet of the septic tank or the last septic tank in-series before distribution to the
absorption area. Installation of septic tank effluent filters is an inexpensive method to enhance the
effectiveness of a septic tank. Effluent filters may also protect homeowners from inadvertently causing
extensive and expensive damage to their absorption area. When an effluent filter is installed there should
also be a riser installed extended to the ground surface for access to the filter for maintenance. It is
recommended to use filters that have been certified under NSF Standard 46. Effluent filters should be
inspected about every six (6) months for signs of clogging; however, unless premature clogging of the
filter is detected, filters should only need to be cleaned (washed off into the septic tank) when the septic
tank is emptied of solids every 2 to 3 years by a NYSDEC permitted septage waste transporter (septic
tank pumper). Slow drainage or plumbing backup may be an indication of filter clogging. Some effluent
filters can also be equipped with an alarm to warn of clogging so maintenance can be performed before
sewage backs up into the house.

6.3 Septic Tank Location

Septic tank openings (manhole covers) should always be accessible. Manholes or removable
covers shall not be located more than 12 inches below final grade. It is recommended that septic tank
openings be brought flush with or above the ground surface. If brought to grade, the manhole cover shall
be lockable or incorporate another method to prevent easy entry or tampering, especially by children.
The grade around the manhole cover should slope away to direct surface water away from the septic
tank. Manhole extension collars can be used to bring the manhole to grade or within 12 inches of grade
when septic tanks must installed at greater depths. When septic tank access covers are not brought to the
surface, the location of each manhole cover should be identified by installing a stake or marker at grade.
Stakes or markers permit rapid location for inspection and maintenance with minimal landscape
disturbance.

Driveways, parking lots and other areas that allow traffic shall not be constructed above septic
tanks unless the tanks are specially designed and reinforced to safely carry the loads imposed and
provide access to the tank for maintenance. Check with the septic tank manufacturer when excessive
loads or burial depths are expected. Objects and structures, such as swimming pools, sheds or decks,
shall not be constructed above septic tanks since they may interfere with tank operation and
maintenance.

Minimum horizontal separation distances of septic tanks from wells, watercourses, building
foundations, property lines, drainage ditches, and other site features must be maintained as indicated in
Figure 1 and Figure 2 and listed in Table 2.
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A sketch or plan of the as-built OWTS and components should be prepared by the design
professional or installer and retained by the homeowner for future inspection and maintenance needs.
The sketch or plan should indicate measured distances from system components (septic tank manholes,
pump tank manholes, distribution box, corners of the absorption trenches or bed, etc.) to relatively
permanent points such as corners of the house foundation, property stakes, street pavement/curbing or
utility poles.

6.4 Septic Tank Design and Installation

The following general requirements apply to all septic tanks regardless of construction material:

(1) The minimum liquid depth is 30 inches. The maximum depth for determining the allowable
design volume of a tank shall be 60 inches. Deeper tanks provide extra sludge storage but no
credit is given toward design volume.

(2) The minimum distance between the inlet and outlet shall be six (6) feet. All tanks shall meet the
minimum surface area requirement for the specific design volume in Table 3. The effective
length of rectangular tanks should not be less than two (2) nor greater than four (4) times the
effective width.

(3) Tanks must be watertight, constructed of durable material, and not subject to excessive
corrosion, decay, frost damage, or cracking. When installed, the top of all tanks shall be able to
support at least 300 pounds per square foot (psf).

(4) Tank access covers and manhole covers should be brought to the ground surface; however, at a
minimum, they shall be within 12 inches of final grade to permit inspection and maintenance.
Tanks shall have at least one (1) manhole opening and visual access openings above the inlet and
outlet baffles. A manhole opening may replace a visual access opening. Tanks with a liquid
depth of 48 inches or more shall have a top opening with a minimum of 20 inches in the shortest
dimension to allow entry into the tank. Tanks with a liquid depth less than 48 inches shall have a
top opening that is at least 12 inches in the shortest dimension. When the top of a septic tank is
more than 12 inches below final grade, watertight extension collars shall be used to bring access
covers and manhole covers to grade or at a minimum, within 12 inches of final grade. Septic
tank access covers located at or above grade shall be lockable or designed to prevent entry by
unauthorized persons, especially children.

(5) Tanks shall have inlet and outlet baffles, sanitary tees or an effluent filter to prevent the passage
of floating solids and to minimize disturbance of settled sludge or floating scum by wastewater
entering and leaving the tank. Effluent filters and/or gas deflection baffles are strongly
recommended to minimize solids loading of the absorption system. Inlet and outlet baffles shall
extend a minimum of 12 inches and 14 inches, respectively, below the liquid level in tanks with
a liquid depth of less than 40 inches, and 16 and 18 inches, respectively, in tanks with a liquid
depth of 40 inches or greater. The horizontal distance between the outlet baffle and the outlet
shall not exceed six (6) inches. Baffles shall be constructed of a durable material not subject to
excessive corrosion, decay or cracking. Increasing the diameter of the vertical section of outlet
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sanitary tees to more than four (4) inches is recommended to decrease up-flow velocity and
potential discharge of suspended solids to the absorption system.

(6) There shall be a minimum of one (1) inch clearance between the underside of the roof of the tank
and the top of all baffles, and/or tees to permit venting of tank gases. Multi-chamber and multi-
tank systems shall also be designed to permit venting of tank gases.

(7) Tanks shall be placed on at least a three (3) inch bed of sand or pea gravel. This will provide for
proper leveling and bearing. A five (5) inch bed of aggregate (3/4 to 1 1/2 inches in diameter)
may be used in-lieu of the required three (3) inch bed of sand or pea gravel. Any additional or
differing instructions or recommendations provided by the tank manufacturer shall also be
followed.

(8) There shall be a minimum drop in elevation of two (2) inches between the inverts (bottom of
inside of pipe) of the inlet and outlet pipes.

(9) Garbage grinders should not be installed; however, if planned to be installed or can reasonably
be expected at the time of construction or in the future, an additional 250 gallons of capacity and
seven (7) square feet of surface area are required. An effluent filter or gas deflection baffle or
other acceptable outlet modification and a dual compartment tank or two tanks in series must
also be provided.

(10) Septic tanks may be forced toward the ground surface during cleaning or dewatering operations
if they have been installed within the ground water zone. This is caused by the buoyancy effect
of the displaced volume of the tank. Septic tanks installed in groundwater should be anchored to
prevent “floating”. Septic tanks installed in groundwater and not properly anchored should not be
completely dewatered. Tanks constructed of fiberglass, plastic, or steel are more likely to float
than reinforced concrete tanks because of their lighter weight per given volume; however, many
lighter weight tanks have developed effective anchoring systems. All tanks should be installed in
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

(11) Special care must be taken in bedding the house sewer drain line, septic tank, and outlet line to
prevent uneven settlement and possible cracking or rupture where the inlet and outlet lines
connect to the septic tank.

6.5 Multi-compartment Tanks or Tanks In-Series

Multiple compartments in a septic tank or tanks in-series results in improved retention of

floatable and settleable solids. The second compartment or tank has reduced turbulence, velocity and
instantaneous flow rates than would occur in a single compartment tank. Tank compartmentalization and
outlet modifications (effluents filter and/or gas deflection device) will reduce the release of suspended
solids and reduce risks of clogging the absorption system and are therefore highly recommended. A
typical dual compartment septic tank is depicted in Figure 7.

(1) Dual compartment tanks or two (2) tanks in series are recommended for all systems and shall be
required when: (1) tanks have an interior length of ten (10) feet or more, (2) a mound system is
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proposed, (3) an intermittent sand filter system is proposed, or (4) a garbage grinder can
reasonably be expected to be used at the time of home construction or in the future.

(2) The first compartment (inlet side) or first tank in series shall account for 60% to 75% of the total
design volume.

(3) The baffle separating the tank compartments shall extend from the bottom of the tank to at least
six (6) inches above the invert of the outlet pipe. The baffle separating the tank compartments
shall terminate at least one (1) inch below the underside of the tank roof to permit venting of tank
gases.

(4) Flow between compartments shall be controlled by openings located at a height to retain solids
in the first compartment and sized to allow non-turbulent flow to the second compartment. This
is typically accomplished by using: a four (4) inch vertical slot at least 18 inches in width, a six
(6) inch elbow or two (2) four (4) inch elbows. The invert of the slot or elbow(s) shall be located
at a distance below the liquid level equal to one-third (1/3) the distance between the invert of the
outlet and the bottom of the tank.

(5) Each compartment shall have at least one (1) manhole opening and a visual access opening
above the inlet/outlet baffle. A manhole opening may replace a visual access opening. A
manhole opening above the inlet/outlet baffle satisfies the requirement.

(6) The volume and surface area needed to meet the requirements of Table 3 shall be based upon the
total volume and surface areas of all the tanks and chambers.

(7) Tanks in series shall have a minimum drop in elevation of two (2) inches between the inverts of
the inlet and outlet pipes within each tank. The tanks should be connected by a single pipe with
a minimum diameter of four (4) inches and a minimum slope of 1/32 inch per foot.

6.6 Pre-cast Reinforced Concrete Septic Tanks

(1) Concrete shall have a minimum compressive strength of 2,500 pounds per square inch (psi) at 28
days set. 3,000-psi concrete is recommended.

(2) Wall thickness shall be a minimum of three (3) inches unless the design has been certified by a
New York State licensed professional engineer (PE) as complying with all appropriate
requirements for thin-wall construction. All walls, floor, roof and access covers shall contain
reinforcing to assure support for 300 psf.

(3) All joints and drain holes shall be sealed such that the tank is watertight.

(4) Tanks with a joint below the liquid level must be tested for water tightness prior to backfilling.
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6.7 Cast-in-place Concrete Septic Tanks

(1) Concrete shall have a minimum compressive strength of 2,500 psi at 28 days set. 3,000-psi
concrete is recommended.

(2) The walls and floors shall be poured at the same time (monolithic pour).

(3) The walls, floors and roof shall be at least three (3) inches thick with adequate reinforcing to
assure support for 300 psf. Unreinforced walls and floor shall be a minimum thickness of six (6)
inches.

(4) Access covers shall contain reinforcing to assure support for 300 psf.

(5) Tanks with a joint below the liquid level must be tested for water tightness prior to backfilling.

6.8 Fiberglass and Polyethylene Septic Tanks

(1) All walls, floor, roof and access covers shall assure support for 300 psf.

(2) Installation shall not occur in areas where the ground water level can rise to the level of the
bottom of the septic tank unless the manufacturer has an installation feature or method, which
prevents the tank from floating. The manufacturer’s installation recommendations must be
followed.

(3) Particular care must be taken during installation, bedding and backfilling of these tanks to
prevent damage to the tanks. The manufacturer's installation instructions shall be followed.
These tanks are sometimes selected for installation in hard to reach sites due to the tank's
lightweight.

(4) All tanks should be sold by the manufacturer completely assembled. If a tank is delivered to a
site in sections, all joints shall be sealed with watertight gaskets and shall be tested for water
tightness after installation and prior to backfilling. Tanks with a joint below the liquid level must
be tested for water tightness prior to backfilling.

(5) The manufacturer or supplier should install inlet and outlet baffles or sanitary tees or the
manufacturer shall provide appropriate tools, equipment and/or instructions for installing the
inlet and outlet. The manufacturer’s installation recommendations must be followed.

6.9 Steel Septic Tanks

(1) All tanks must have a label indicating corrosion protection complying with Underwriters
Laboratories, Inc. (UL), Standard UL-70 or equivalent.

(2) Any damage to the interior or exterior tank coating must be refinished with an equivalent coating

material prior to placement/backfilling since unprotected steel surfaces deteriorate rapidly from
corrosion.
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(3) All walls, floor, roof and access covers shall assure support for 300 psf.

6.10 Septic Tank Certification and Water Tightness Testing

There are two (2) established methods used for determining septic tank water tightness:
(1) Vacuum testing, which is a total tank integrity test (water tightness and structural), or

(2) Water pressure testing (filling with water), which is recommended to be done onsite after
installation.

ASTM International (formerly the American Society for Testing and Materials) has established
standards and recommendations for construction and water tightness testing of concrete septic tanks,
ASTM Standard C-1227. In general, the ASTM standard watertight testing procedures are as follows:

6.10.1 Vacuum Testing

Seal the empty tank and apply a vacuum to four (4) inches (100 mm) of mercury. The tank is
approved if 90% of vacuum is held for two (2) minutes.

6.10.2 Water Pressure Testing

Seal the tank; fill with water, let stand for 24 hours. Refill the tank. The tank is approved if water
level is held for 1-hour.

ASTM Standard C-1227 also contains many septic tank design and construction standards and
recommendations similar to those established Appendix 75-A and this Handbook; however, the ASTM
standard recommends that all tanks use dual compartments, flexible inlet/outlets, risers to the ground
surface and the installation of effluent filters. Such septic tank design features enhance the performance
of a septic tank and are highly recommended; however, these features are not required. For a copy of the
ASTM standards go to http://www.astm.org/

The Precast Concrete Association of New York (PCANY) lists names of manufacturers whose
products have been examined and tested by an independent Licensed Professional Engineer on their
public website http://www.pcany.org/ . The engineer certifies that the tanks have been tested for water
tightness and structural strength, and comply with 75-A criteria. A red cast-in disk labeled “PCANY
CERTIFIED” identifies these tanks. (PCANY is not affiliated with the NYSDOH).

6.11 Operation and Maintenance of Septic Tanks

Even the best designed and installed septic tank system will eventually fail to function properly
without periodic maintenance. The result of inadequate septic tank maintenance can be clogging of the
absorption area resulting in sewage backup into the home and/or untreated wastewater overflow onto the
ground surface. Failure to periodically clean a septic tank most commonly causes clogging of soil
surrounding the absorption field by excess solids leaving the septic tank. When this occurs, it is usually
necessary to abandon and replace the absorption field or apply a remedial technology at great expense
and inconvenience. Other possible causes of failure include use of septic tank additives, a change in
ground water level, water line leaks, excessive water usage, excessive use of garbage grinders, dumping
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grease down the drain, a change in surface water drainage, tank baftle failure or flushing materials not
readily degraded or harmful products into septic tanks.

Appendix F includes a copy of the NYSDOH “Septic System Operation and Maintenance”
pamphlet which provides general information on septic tanks and other OWTS components.

6.11.1 Septic Tank Inspections and Cleaning

Septic tanks should be inspected annually to determine scum and sludge accumulation. Most
tanks should be pumped out every two (2) to three (3) years. Septic tanks need to be pumped out
whenever the bottom of the scum layer is within three (3) inches of the bottom of the outlet baffle or
sanitary tee, the top of the scum layer is close to the top of the outlet baffle or sanitary tee, or the top of
the sludge accumulation is within ten (10) inches of the bottom of the outlet baffle or sanitary tee. A
NYSDEC permitted septage waste transporter (septic tank pumper) should be employed to perform
inspections to determine if pumping is necessary utilizing equipment such as a “sludge judge”. The
pump-out clearances also apply to any chamber in multi-compartment tanks and to any tanks in-series;
all tanks or chambers should be pumped out as soon as any one tank or chamber fails the minimum
clearance.

In addition to inspecting for sludge and scum accumulation, the septic tank, baffles/tees, house
sewer drain connection and tank outlet pipe should also be inspected. Some concrete baftles deteriorate
over time. Baffles and tees that have deteriorated and no longer perform as designed must be replaced.
Occasionally, winter ground frost will displace the house sewer drain line as it enters the septic tank or
the effluent line between the septic tank and distribution box causing breakage of the lines at the septic
tank wall. Cracked or broken lines must be repaired or replaced.

Septic tank cleaning is usually accomplished by pumping the contents of the septic tank into a
septic tank pump truck. Only NYSDEC permitted waste transporters shall be engaged to pump out and
dispose of septic tank contents. Septic tanks should not be washed or disinfected after being pumped
out. A small quantity of sludge should be left in the tank to encourage continued bacteriological
activity. “Seeding” new septic tanks with sludge is not necessary since adequate bacterial activity will
commence promptly after sanitary wastes enter the tank.

6.11.2 Septic Tank Additives

Septic tank additives are not recommended. Additives are unnecessary for the proper operation
of household systems and may cause the sludge and scum in the septic tank to be discharged to the
absorption field resulting in premature failure. Some additives may actually pollute groundwater.

6.12 Grease Traps

Homeowners should always avoid dumping grease down the drain because properly sized and
maintained septic tanks are capable of handling the normal production of household grease and fat
without requiring a grease trap. Typically, grease traps require frequent cleaning. When grease traps are
used, they need to be installed to handle only wastewater from grease generating fixtures (such as a
kitchen sink) and sized to handle 'z of the household daily design flow rate to assure proper cooling of
the wastewater to allow separation and retention of the grease in the trap. Venting of grease traps may
also facilitate cooling of the wastewater. The grease trap effluent shall be discharged to the septic tank.
Unless the amount of grease and fat discharged is unusually large from the dwelling, such as for a home
catering operation, grease traps are typically not necessary for household wastewater discharges.
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6.13 Abandoning/Decommissioning Septic Tanks

There are no NYSDOH regulations for abandoning/decommissioning septic system tanks and
other system components (such as pump and siphon tanks, ETUs, cesspools, seepage pits, distribution
boxes). Contact your LHD to check for local codes or guidance. In the absence of such local codes or
guidance, the following is recommended: Whenever septic tanks or other system components are to be
abandoned/decommissioned because public sewers are being installed or replacing a tank(s), the tank(s)
and other system components can be removed and taken to a solid waste facility or decommissioned in-
place. Septic system tanks must be properly decommissioned to minimize potential health and safety
hazards. Contact your local solid waste management official to discuss options for proper disposal of the
tanks and used absorption field soils, stone, pipe and other components. If the tank will be left in-place,
a NYSDEC permitted waste transporter should pump out the tank, wash off, and remove as much
residuals as possible. The use of lime as a disinfectant is an option for treating the tank(s) and absorption
area and system components. Care should be taken when accessing and cleaning septic system tanks.
Properly disconnect all alarms and electrical services, if any, from septic system tanks and other system
components. The top of the tank should be knocked in and the bottom punctured, if possible, to allow
for drainage of rain or surface water. Backfill the tank with sand or gravel to prevent a safety hazard.
The area that was disturbed should be properly graded and seeded. If settling occurs over time, it may be
necessary for additional fill material. Absorption field components (soils, pipe, aggregate, etc.) can be
left in place unless local laws or codes require their removal. For the purpose of future home
construction projects, property improvements and/or home sale, a record of the location of the
abandoned/decommissioned septic tank and other components should be made.
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TYPICAL SETTLING TANK
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Chapter 7
Enhanced Treatment Units (ETUs)

7.1 General Information

Enhanced treatment units (ETU) are pre-treatment units that provide enhanced biological and
physical treatment of wastewater that reduce the amount of organic content, measured as biochemical
oxygen demand (BOD), and total suspended solids (TSS) prior to distribution to an absorption area.
ETUs also reduce the amount of pathogens, viruses and other organic contaminants in the effluent. With
reduced BOD and TSS the probability of biological “clogging” of absorption areas is greatly reduced.

ETUs create an environment for aerobic wastewater decomposing bacteria to thrive and multiply
by mechanically mixing air (oxygen) into the wastewater to develop a “suspended growth” treatment
process and/or by providing a large amount of surface area for bacteria to grow known as an “attached
growth” or “fixed film” treatment process. The large population of aerobic decomposing bacteria results
in rapid and improved biological decomposition of organic matter. ETUs are listed as Class I Standard
40 or Standard 245 units with NSF International (NSF). Class 1 Standard 40 units must meet effluent
limits of 25mg/l BOD and 25mg/1 TSS to be listed by NSF. Standard 245 units are also tested to meet
Standard 40 criteria; these units are further certified to reduce nitrogen discharges. Nitrogen discharges
must be decreased by at least 50% to be listed by NSF. ETUs are most often used for replacement or
repair of failed systems where space is limited or enhanced treatment is necessary to help protect surface
water or water supplies.

The volume of liquid wastewater discharged by ETUs is equal to the volume discharged by a
properly sized septic tank. ETUs are generally much more expensive than a septic tank and typically
require electrical power to operate the pump(s), air compressor(s), or other device(s). Regular
maintenance of ETUs is imperative to assure proper system operation for effective long-term wastewater
treatment and effluent quality.

To find units that are acceptable for use, go to the NSF website: http://www.nsf.org/ and search
for Class I, Standard 40 or Standard 245 wastewater treatment units. A typical “suspended growth” or
mechanically aerated ETU is shown in Figure 8 and a couple typical types of “attached growth” or
media-based ETUs are shown in Figure 9.

7.2 ETUs for New Construction

ETUs may be designed, installed and maintained in new residential construction under the
following conditions, as stipulated in Appendix 75-A.6 (6).

(1) ETUs shall have a label indicating compliance with the standards for a Class I unit as described
in the NSF Standard 40, Standard 245 or equivalent testing. The minimum rated daily capacity
of these units shall be 400 gallons or the daily design flow as determined from Table 1,
whichever is greater.
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Chapter 7: Enhanced Treatment Units (ETUs)

(2) ETUs shall have an effluent filtering mechanism as part of the manufactured product or an
effluent filter with a label indicating compliance with NSF Standard 46 or equivalent installed on
the system outlet prior to discharge to the absorption area.

(3) Unless otherwise specified, the absorption system that follows an ETU shall be designed in the
same manner as for septic tank effluent.

(4) Absorption areas receiving ETU effluent may be designed with a 33% reduction in the total
absorption trench length. Table 6E lists adjusted total trench lengths for standard daily flows.
Total trench length can be also calculated based upon reducing Table 6B trench lengths for non-
standard daily flows by 33%. These trench length reductions are allowed when one of the
following situations exist:

1. ETUs are subject to the jurisdiction of a Responsible Management Entity (RME), or

ii. Local sanitary codes or watershed rules or regulations incorporate the requirement to
maintain and service the ETU in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

(5) The trench length reduction may only be used for conventional absorption trench systems and
shallow absorption trench systems.

(6) The trench length reduction shall not be further reduced by the trench length reduction allowed
for qualifying gravelless systems (which are also allowed a trench length reduction). To restate,
combining trench reduction credits for ETUs and gravelless systems is not allowed.

(7) The trench length reduction for ETUs (and gravelless systems) is not applicable at properties
located within the New York City Watershed.

7.3 ETUs for Repair or Replacement

ETUs produce a clarified effluent as compared to a septic tank and therefore are often an
excellent option for repairing failing systems or replacing substandard systems on small lots or difficult
sites and for protecting surface water and drinking water supplies. Due to the quality of the effluent, the
needed soil absorption area can often be reduced or engineered to provide final treatment and dispersal
within the limited space without creating a health or environmental hazard. Note that ETU effluent still
contains small amounts of biological contaminants and nutrients that require aerated soil conditions for
final treatment. Consequently, limiting conditions such as high water tables, bedrock or clay must still
be taken into account.

Manufacturers of the units are a good source of information and recommendations on how,
where and under what conditions such units can be effective. ETUs should be utilized in accordance
with the manufacturer’s recommendations. RMEs and/or local codes written to provide for oversight and
enforcement are recommended when ETUs are being considered to ensure long-term effluent quality
and ETU performance, including when used for system repairs, replacements or improvements. Note
that local restrictions may limit the use of ETUs for repair or replacement purposes.
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7.4  Operation and Maintenance of ETUs

Numerous ETUs and technologies are currently available to meet wastewater treatment needs.
Without proper maintenance, however, these treatment systems and technologies will fail to perform as
designed and efforts to protect public health and the environment will be compromised. This concept is
true for all onsite systems; however, the use of ETUs and more complex soil distribution systems are
typically used on difficult sites (for example small sites and/or poor soil conditions) or sensitive sites
(such as lake side properties and/or compromised separation distances), making effective site evaluation,
installation and continual maintenance of an ETU vital.

LHDs, Watershed Protection Agencies (WPA), or local communities considering the general use
of ETUs to manage and solve OWTS issues consider the following concepts in developing a system
approval and management program or local code development:

* Define program goals and requirements in codes

* Educate engineers, contractors and public on ETUs and codes

* Oversee site evaluation, design, construction and maintenance

* Provide system tracking, maintenance verification and record keeping

* Confirm availability of service providers for products to be used

» Establish adequate legal authority, enforcement mechanisms and compliance incentives

Many resources are available to assist parties interested in incorporating ETUs and/or
management of OWTSs within their jurisdiction. The NYSDOH and LHDs will neither approve nor
disapprove RMEs. Interested parties must consider what type of oversight, tracking and enforcement
will work best for their needs. Valuable information and guidance is available through the USEPA, the
Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF), the National Environmental Services Center
(NESC), other States and other national organizations dedicated to onsite wastewater treatment system
design and management.

http://www.epa.gov/owm/septic/pubs/septic_guidelines.pdf

http://www.werf.org/i/c/KnowledgeAreas/DecentralizedSystems/RMEsite/RMEs_2.aspx

http://www.nesc.wvu.edu/index.cfm
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Chapter 8

Wastewater Distribution and
Devices

8.1 General Information

Septic tank or ETU effluent is conveyed to a subsurface absorption system comprised of a series
of trenches, an absorption bed or other type of absorption system. Distribution of effluent is
accomplished through a network of pipes connected to various types of distribution devices. For the
OWTS to function properly the effluent must be equally distributed to the absorption area utilizing
properly designed distribution devices and methods. Several types of distribution devices and methods
may be used to perform this function. Distribution boxes are the most commonly used distribution
device.

8.2 Distribution Box

A distribution box evenly distributes wastewater effluent to subsurface absorption areas or
seepage pits. Piping conveying effluent from the septic tank or ETU by gravity to the distribution box
shall be non-perforated (watertight), at least four (4) inches in diameter and installed with a minimum
slope of 1/8 inch per foot. A typical distribution box is depicted in Figure 10. Distribution boxes should
be inspected annually to assure that: (a) all outlet inverts are at the same elevation, (b) excessive solids
are not flowing out of the septic tank or ETU, and (c) any required baffle is in place as designed. For
accessibility, the top of the distribution box should be located not more than 12 inches below grade and
have a removable cover. Where, due to site conditions, a distribution box must be more than 12 inches
below grade, an extension collar shall be installed to bring the cover to within 12 inches of grade. The
location of distribution box covers should be identified by installing a location stake. Such stakes permit
rapid location for inspection and maintenance with minimal landscape disturbance.

To minimize frost action and reduce the possibility of movement after installation, distribution
boxes should be set on a bed of sand or pea gravel at least 12 inches deep. The drop between inlet and
outlet inverts shall be at least two (2) inches. A baffle is required at the inlet side of the box to prevent
short-circuiting, especially when the slope of the pipe entering the box exceeds 1/2 inch per foot or when
pump or siphon dosing is used. A partially truncated short sanitary tee or elbow with drilled aeration
hole on the inlet and facing down may also be used as a baffle. The tee or elbow should allow absorption
field gases to flow back to the septic tank and up the soil stack. When such short sanitary tees are used,
a minimum of one (1) inch clearance between the underside of the distribution box cover and the top of
the sanitary tee shall be provided to permit venting of absorption facility gases.

When wastewater enters a distribution box by gravity, the maximum length of each absorption
field lateral (distribution line) connected to the distribution box shall be sixty (60) feet with the laterals
installed with a slope of 1/16 to 1/32 inch per foot.
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When wastewater is pumped into a distribution box through small diameter pipe (1.5 to 2 inches
typically) then a short section (about 12 inches) of 4-inch diameter pipe entering the box can be installed
to reduce the influent velocity. Distribution boxes may be used on sloped sites provided the inverts of
the outlets are set at the same elevation and the first ten (10) feet of outlet lines have the same slope or if
flow-equalizing devices are used.

The inverts of distribution box outlets shall be at least two (2) inches above the bottom of the box
to prevent short-circuiting and reduce solids carry-over. Use of adjustable outlet flow equalizing devices
is recommended in distribution boxes.

Distribution boxes may be constructed in place or purchased prefabricated. When concrete is
used to construct boxes, it shall have a minimum compressive strength of 2,500 psi at 28-day set.
Prefabricated boxes may be constructed of concrete, fiberglass or plastic. The boxes shall be installed in
conformance with the manufacturer’s instructions in addition to the above-noted requirements. Non-
perforated pipe shall be used to connect the distribution box to the absorption trenches. The non-
perforated pipe shall have a minimum slope of 1/32 inch per foot and be of tight joint construction on
undisturbed earth or properly bedded throughout its length.

8.3  Serial Distribution

Serial distribution is used on sloped sites and comprises of the sequential flooding and eventual
clogging (i.e., biomat buildup) of absorption trenches. The top trench is flooded first and any excess
wastewater overflows to the next downslope trench. This proceeds sequentially to lower elevation
trenches. Serial distribution is acceptable for use with dosing systems only. It is the least desirable of
all methods since individual laterals cannot be periodically rested and wastewater is not uniformly
distributed to all laterals. A typical serial distribution network is depicted in Figure 11.

Connections between distribution lines shall be non-perforated pipe of tight joint construction on
undisturbed earth. Connections between successive pairs of laterals (e.g., 1 and 2, 2 and 3) need to be as
far from each other as possible to prevent short-circuiting. The invert of the connection pipe exiting
each trench shall be at least 12 inches below grade. The invert of the connection pipe exiting the
uppermost trench shall be at least four (4) inches lower than the septic tank or ETU outlet invert.

8.4 Drop Boxes

Drop boxes are used on sloping sites to direct effluent to distribution lines parallel to site
contours. Drop boxes are frequently used when the slope of the effluent pipe or non-perforated
distributor pipe is > 10 %. The inverts of all outlets (located at the direct connections to distribution
lines) within each drop box shall be at the same elevation to assure uniform distribution at a given
contour line. The use of adjustable flow equalization devices is highly recommended. Inverts of outlets
should be at least two (2) inches above the bottom of the drop box to prevent short-circuiting and reduce
solids carry-over. The drop between the drop box inlet and distribution line inverts should routinely
exceed two (2) inches. The drop between the drop box inlet and drop box overflow (the connection to
the next drop box or distribution box) shall be at least one (1) inch and the slope of the connection pipe
shall be at least 1/32 inch per foot. The invert of the overflow should be at least 1-1/4 inches above the
outlet inverts. A typical drop box is depicted in Figure 12.

Drop boxes maximize flow to the uppermost absorption trenches and produce sequential trench
distribution with the uppermost trenches being utilized until biomat buildup causes overflow to the next
downgradient trench (es). System longevity can be improved by periodically resting any of the upper
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laterals by replacing adjustable outlet levelers with plugs for a six (6) month period. When practicable
extra trench (es) can be installed to allow trench use rotation and extend the system life. Utilization of
drop boxes also provides access points for system inspection and expansion.

Baffles at the inlet end of the drop box are required to prevent short-circuiting and assure
uniform flow to distribution lines. A modified PVC tee or elbow as described in Section 8.2 of this
Handbook and depicted in Figure 10 may also be used in drop boxes.

8.5 Pressure Distribution

Pressure distribution utilizes a wastewater effluent pump to convey septic tank or ETU effluent
through a small diameter pipe network into the soil absorption area. A siphon may be used only if
adequate slope exists to create sufficient pressure in the distribution network. The volume discharged in
each cycle will exceed the volume available in the pipe network and will be discharged through small
diameter orifices under low pressure. Pipe used in pressure distribution shall have a minimum diameter
of one (1) inch and a maximum diameter of three (3) inches. The ends of all pipes shall be capped or
looped and the distribution lines shall be installed level. Only pumps designated by the manufacturer for
use as wastewater effluent pumps can be used (sump pumps are not appropriate and will quickly fail).
Pressure distribution pumps shall be selected to maintain a minimum pressure of one (1) psi (this equals
2.3 feet of head) at the downstream end of each distribution line during the distribution cycle. Feet of
head is often termed as “squirt” height and measured during field-testing. Squirt height refers to the
height water travels when orifices are turned up and the pump is activated to test the distribution system
before backfilling. A distribution box shall not be used for pressure distribution.

Pressure distribution permits rapid distribution of septic tank or ETU effluent throughout the
absorption system followed by a rest period during which no effluent enters the absorption area.
Periodic application of wastewater to absorption facilities is accomplished by means of a pump or
siphon (only if adequate slope is available) installed in a dosing tank. A typical dosing tank with a
siphon is shown in Figure 13 and typical dosing tank with an electric effluent pump is shown in
Figure 14. Pressure distribution assures that absorption area is fully and uniformly utilized. The
maximum length for each absorption line used in conjunction with pressure distribution is 100 feet. The
100 feet for an end-manifold distribution network is shown in Figure 15 and 100 feet in each direction
from a central-manifold distribution network as shown in Figure 16.

Pressure distribution systems should be designed to minimize head loss due to friction in the
distribution network. Excessive head loss in the distribution network causes unequal application of
effluent to the absorption facility. Distribution lateral pipe should be designed to limit differences in
flows at the distal orifice and the supply end orifice (the manifold end) to 10% of the distal orifice flow
(for example, 0.10 gpm and < 0.11 gpm). Distribution manifold pipe should be designed to limit the
difference in head between the distal and supply ends to 10% of the distal end head (such as 1.0 and 1.1
psi). The lateral pipe volume determines the minimum dose volume. Sufficient volume, however, needs
to be applied to distribute the effluent uniformly across the network. Thus, net dose volume should be
about 5 times the lateral pipe volume with not over 20% of the design volume per dose. The total dose
volume is based on the net dose volume plus the flow back (non-perforated feed pipe).

Table 5 lists the void volume for various diameter pipes. Appendix A contains example mound
designs with pressure distribution network calculations and includes tables with recommended pressure
pipe diameters for various orifice diameters, orifice spacing, and maximum lateral lengths.

Over time, the distal end of distribution laterals or orifices may become partially clogged with
biological growth or suspended and settleable solids that were discharged. Wastewater fungal growths,
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which slough off pump chamber surfaces and distribution pipes, also increase the clogging effect.
Special provisions for periodically flushing distribution laterals need to be incorporated into the design
of pressure distribution systems. Pressure distribution line flushing should occur when septic tanks are
pumped or as needed.

Distribution laterals may be designed with individual valves near the distribution manifold end to
enable maintenance and the ability to direct flow to individual laterals for flushing. Valves should be
installed in low profile boxes for easy access. Turn-ups (i.e., 90-degree pipe “sweeps” or two, 45-degree
fittings with vertical riser) should be installed at the distal ends of laterals to accommodate flushing and
cleaning. Schedule 40 pipe is recommended for the pressure pipe network including the turn-ups. Turn-
ups should be protected with sleeves of larger diameter pipe or other method and both should terminate
at grade or as near grade as possible. Turn-ups must be capped and sealed with Teflon tape or other
method on the riser threads to prevent leakage.

Flushing can be accomplished by pumping water through each individual lateral utilizing a
dedicated hose running back to the inlet end of the pumped out septic tank. The pump chamber should
be filled with water to the high water level immediately prior to activating the pump for lateral flushing.
The low water level pump-stop sensor should be operational during lateral flushing to prevent damage to
the pump. Lateral flushing should continue until return water is relatively free of large solids. Trucked
in water is the preferred source of flushing water for filling the pump chamber. If a hose connected to
the household water system is used to fill the pump chamber, the hose shall not contact the chamber
contents to avoid contamination of the water supply (an air break needs to be maintained between the
discharge end of the hose and the pump chamber).

Except for absorption bed systems, conventional OWTSs do not normally require pressure
distribution. Pressure distribution may be beneficial for distribution in slowly permeable soils and
alternative type systems where even distribution and resting periods are critical to the performance of
the system. When pressure distribution is used, the design professional should supervise construction,
prepare an operating manual or instructions and implement start-up.

8.6 Dosing

Dosing involves the use of a wastewater effluent pump or siphon to move the effluent into the
distribution pipe network. Upon activation, an effluent pump or siphon sends a calculated “dose” of
wastewater to a distribution box. Distribution to the absorption system is by gravity from the distribution
box. The perforated distribution lines shall be installed as level as possible. The volume of effluent in
each dose should be 75% to 85% of the volume available in the distribution pipe network. Pump control
floats are set to achieve this volume. Siphons shall be installed so the drawdown volume meets the
required dose volume range. The use of manually operated siphons or pumps is not acceptable. Dosing
or pressure distribution is recommended for all absorption systems since it promotes improved treatment
of wastewater and system longevity. Table 5 lists the void volume for various size pipes and contains an
example dosing volume calculation.

Dosing is required for conventional absorption areas that exceed a total absorption trench length
of 500 feet. An alternate dosing arrangement is required when the total absorption trench length exceeds
1,000 feet. Alternate dosing devices have the capability of dosing two (2) separate sections of an
absorption area by having two (2) pumps or siphons, or other device to rotate dosing to separate areas.
When duplex pumps are used in-lieu-of a single pump with one day's reserve storage capacity in
alternate dosing, duplex pumps with individual alarms shall replace each single pump.
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Since dosing siphons are equipped with an overflow pipe, any reserve storage capacity serves no
useful purpose. Dosing siphons should be inspected periodically to assure that the wastewater level in
the storage chamber is within its normal operating range (for example, bottom of bell to below the
overflow). An audible and/or visual alarm, located in a conspicuous place and readily accessible, is
recommended to indicate that the siphon chamber is overflowing. Dosing siphons should be equipped
with a downward facing screened vent riser to reduce the concentration of explosive and/or toxic gases
within the unit. Upon installation, new siphons should be primed with water. If hydraulic bell siphons
are used, they can be tested for leaks by covering them with water and inspecting for air bubbles.

Float switches controlling effluent pumps should be tested and adjusted for correct discharge
level. Pumps and floats must be readily accessible for servicing. Pumps and control devices within a
dosing tank shall be of an explosion proof design. Manufacturer's directions must be carefully followed
in the installation of siphons and pumps. A design professional should supervise the installation of
siphons and pumps and should certify that installation was in accord with approved plans and
manufacturer's recommendations.

Dosing or pressure distribution to proprietary products such as gravelless systems or ETUs
should be designed in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations and applying the fundamental
dosing and pressure distribution concepts discussed in this Handbook.

8.7 Timed Dosing

Timed dosing is another method to control effluent distribution to an absorption field. It differs
from on-demand dosing systems that discharge as wastewater accumulates in the pump tank until the
float activates the pump. Timed dosing involves incorporating a programmable timer to activate the
pump on a “timed” basis to distribute smaller doses equalized over an entire day. This reduces peak
flows into the absorption field and promotes unsaturated conditions in the absorption area soils. If time
dosing is used, the pump chamber must have sufficient surge capacity to store peak flows. In general,
timed dosing will target twelve (12) doses per day and the dose volume is based upon the design daily
flow. This may need to be adjusted based upon actual water use.

Dosing or pressure distribution is recommended for all systems as it promotes better treatment of
wastewater by allowing rest periods between receiving effluent and keeping the trenches unsaturated
and aerated which promotes system longevity. Timed dosing is the best method for controlling effluent
distribution; it minimizes flooding of the absorption system and maximizes rest periods between doses,
which results in maintaining unsaturated/aerated conditions.

8.8 Pump or Siphon Chambers

Pump chambers shall be equipped with an audible and/or visual alarm located in a conspicuous
location to alert homeowners of a pump malfunction. Pump chambers shall not be equipped with an
overflow pipe. Pump chambers should be equipped with a downward facing screened vent riser to
reduce the concentration of explosive and toxic gases within the chamber. Pump chambers shall be
sized to provide a minimum reserve storage capacity of one day's daily design flow above the alarm
level. The purpose of the reserve storage capacity is to prevent a nuisance from occurring (a backup into
the house) and enable continued use of sanitary facilities while the malfunctioning pump is repaired or
replaced. A typical dosing tank with an electric effluent pump and reserve storage volume is shown in
Figure 14. Use of household sanitary facilities and water in general should be minimized until the pump
is repaired or replaced
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One day’s storage available is preferred; however, duplex pumps with individual audible or
visual alarms may be used in-lieu-of a single effluent pump and one day's reserve storage capacity.
Immediate repair or replacement is necessary whenever either of the pumps malfunction. High
groundwater conditions or shallow depth to bedrock may cause duplex pump installations to be selected
in-lieu-of a single pump with one day's storage.

Pump stations installed below the maximum ground water table are subject to the buoyancy
effect of the displaced volume of the station. Any buoyancy effect shall be addressed in the design of
pump stations (for instance, anchoring) to prevent damage to the inlet and outlet piping and the pump
station integrity. Pump chambers and connecting plumbing shall be watertight to prevent ground water
contamination in the vicinity of the pump station or infiltration of ground water or surface water run-off
into the pump station.

Where the discharge pipe is not buried below the frost line the pipe should be drained between
doses or properly insulated. Draining the pump discharge line (force main) back into the pump chamber
between doses is preferred over insulating. Draining the force main can be accomplished by; (a) using a
solenoid valve to control discharge with the solenoid valve being open when the pump is off and closed
when the pump is operating, (b) eliminating the check valve at the pump if the pump/motor is not
subject to damage by operating in reverse, or (¢) most commonly, providing a “weep hole” in the pump
discharge line inside the tank and downstream from the pump check valve.

Siphon or pump tank access covers that are located at or above grade shall be locked to prevent
entry by unauthorized persons, especially children. Siphon or pump tank access covers should be located
at or above grade to facilitate operation, maintenance, repair or replacement of equipment as required.
The pump system should be designed to allow quick and easy replacement of the pump(s) without
entering the tank. A DEC permitted septage hauler should empty the pump tank before the pump is
replaced or repaired to avoid overloading the absorption area with the entire accumulated contents of the
pump chamber when the pump is reactivated. Discharge of wastewater accumulated in the pump tank
onto the ground surface is not acceptable. Access covers should exclude precipitation from entering the
tank and site grading should convey surface runoff away from access covers. Safety precautions
applicable to inspecting septic tanks are also applicable to inspecting pump or siphon tanks.

In case of a power outage react similar to when a pump malfunction occurs by minimizing use of
household sanitary facilities and water in general until the power is restored since the effluent pump will
not function. Special care is warranted for households served by public water supply since water service
may remain available during power outages. A solenoid valve on the water supply service line may be
warranted to discontinue water service during electrical power outages or have the capability to connect
the effluent pump to a portable or whole house generator. The volume of wastewater pumped per
dosing cycle should not exceed the daily design flow to prevent overdosing; therefore, the volume
pumped out should be controlled following electrical power outages or pump malfunction and when
storage buildup has occurred in the pump chamber. The volume pumped can be controlled by: (a)
manually via an on-off switch on the pump coupled with the calculated maximum time of pumping or
(b) automatically via an overriding timer switch built into the pump controls. A minimum two (2) hour
rest period should occur between pumping cycles. Alternatively, a DEC permitted septage waste
transporter can empty the pump chamber to prevent overdosing the absorption area.
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Chapter 9

Subsurface Onsite Wastewater
Treatment Systems

9.1 General Information

Discharges to surface waters are not acceptable for any new residential OWTS. Replacement
and upgrading of some failing systems may necessitate use of a surface discharge with all appropriate
controls (NYSDEC SPDES permit, seasonal or year-round disinfection, monitoring, reporting, etc.). In
such rare circumstances, NYSDEC has jurisdiction over all discharges to surface waters and that agency
or its agents may approve such discharges. Discharges to the ground surface or roadway ditches are also
not acceptable and are considered a public health nuisance or public health hazard.

Although septic tanks, sand filters and ETUs improve the quality of wastewater effluent, the
effluent still contains pollutants and harmful organisms and is not suitable for direct discharge to surface
waters or ground waters. Subsurface soil absorption areas are designed to filter and oxidize harmful
organisms and most dissolved and suspended solids in the wastewater effluent. Absorption systems
should not be constructed directly over visible cracks, crevices, depressions, sinkholes, flood prone areas
or other site conditions not conducive to wastewater treatment systems. Surface water should always be
diverted from the vicinity of the OWTS components and the absorption area.

The specific type of OWTS that can be used depends largely upon soil and site conditions. The
most common systems are conventional absorption trenches or beds. Alternative subsurface treatments
systems (raised system, mound and intermittent sand filter) can be used when site conditions do not
allow the use of conventional subsurface treatment systems. Care is essential when installing any
system to assure protection of water supplies, ground water and surface water. Site requirements for
various types of OWTSs are shown in Table 4.

9.1.1 Nutrients (Phosphorus and Nitrogen)

When the absorption fields are kept shallow, the vegetative cover root system can penetrate and
take up some of the phosphorus and nitrogen during the growing season. When absorption fields are
installed to maximize travel through unsaturated soils, particularly loam soils, most of the phosphorus in
the effluent will be removed through soil adsorption. By utilizing shallow trenches and maximizing
travel time through soil, the possibility of phosphates and nitrates migrating to the ground water table
and contributing significant quantities of nutrients to a lake or stream can be greatly minimized. This is
particularly so when considered in relation to the phosphorus and nitrogen contributions from surface
runoff, storm water and direct wastewater discharges to lakes and streams. To promote adequate
removal of these nutrients, other pollutants and pathogenic organisms, at least two (2) feet of useable
soil shall exist between the bottom of absorption trenches and the highest ground water level, bedrock or
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other impermeable strata. For seepage pits, a minimum three (3) foot separation is required between the
bottom of a seepage pit and these boundary conditions.

Certain unique local conditions may dictate the imposition of greater separation distances or
other mitigative measures. This includes consideration of greater separation distances when locating
absorption facilities above limestone, karst or shale recharge areas and particularly where the ground
water aquifer under these formations is a source of water supply.

9.1.2 Nitrogen Reducing ETUs

NSF provides third party testing of wastewater treatment units that provide a reduction in the
total nitrogen in effluent. NSF Standard 245 Class I units are nitrogen reducing ETUs. Note that these
units are not tested to determine phosphorus level reductions. Standard 245 units must also meet testing
required for Standard 40, Class I units for BOD and TSS. These units may be beneficial to specific areas
or sensitive water bodies where nitrogen loading is a concern. Nitrogen effluent levels are required to be
reduced by at least 50% from these units. Note that OWTSs are typically only a fraction of the nutrient
loading source within a watershed. Addressing nutrient loadings to water bodies should be a watershed-
wide approach to address all sources of nutrient loadings (including farming, run-off, lawn fertilizing,
etc.).

9.2 Absorption System Location

Careful selection of the absorption system location will minimize the chance of future
malfunction. The daily discharge of hundreds of gallons of wastewater effluent at each household poses
a potential threat of contamination. Absorption systems should be located far from wells and
watercourses to minimize the chance of contamination. The minimum distances that OWTS
components and absorption areas shall be separated from other facilities are listed in Table 2 and shown
Figures 1 and Figure 2. The separation distances to the absorption areas include the designated reserve
area for system expansion or repair, when available.

Some sites and circumstances may warrant the pumping of wastewater to a suitable location in
order to achieve required separation distances. In such cases, consideration should also be given to
designing a system that is easily accessible for maintenance and repairs. Pressure distribution or dosing
should be incorporated into all systems that require pumping to reach suitable locations because of the
treatment benefits achieved by dosing.

Consideration should also be given to prevent future home improvements from interfering with
the operation of the absorption system. Impermeable surfaces and surfaces subject to heavy loads such
as driveways, sidewalks, portions of buildings, parking lots or swimming pools should not be
constructed upon or in absorption fields. Where paving over or covering an absorption areas is
necessary, the absorption area should be equipped with a downward facing screened vent riser or other
method to assure oxygen exchange to the absorption facility. The absorption facility shall also be
designed to withstand any physical load(s) to be imposed. In such cases, the use of an ETU may also be
incorporated to reduce levels of BOD and TSS to the absorption area to help offset the reduced aeration
within the absorption area. The location of a system under an impervious area should only be
considered as a last resort and will require a specific waiver from the LHD or approval from the local
authority having jurisdiction.

Absorption system location and special household plumbing options should be considered if
public sewers can reasonably be expected to become available in the future. If the system cannot be
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constructed in front of a home, the home's internal plumbing should be designed to facilitate the public
sewer connection. Installation of a dry house sewer line at the time of home construction will eliminate
a costly future re-plumbing for the sewer connection and is highly recommended whenever public
sewers are anticipated or planned.

9.3 Subsurface Drainage and Water Table Control

Subsurface drainage control facilities such as curtain drains, vertical drains or interceptor drains
may be installed to control shallow lateral groundwater flow or perched water tables in the vicinity of
existing or proposed subsurface treatment facilities as depicted in Figures 19, 19A and 19B. Separation
distances between subsurface drainage facilities and treatment system components in level terrain should
equal Table 2 values for a “Stream, Lake, Watercourse (b), or Wetland" to prevent short-circuiting to
the watercourse receiving the subsurface drainage facility discharge. Short-circuiting of wastewater
from absorption facilities to drainage facilities must be avoided. Drainage of artesian fed water tables or
slow-moving, unconfined water tables are not recommended or practicable. Technical assistance with
subsurface drainage control facilities may also be requested from soil scientists, geologists, design
professionals, LHDs or other qualified personnel.

The ground water collection portion of subsurface drainage facilities on sites with > 5% slope
should be at least fifteen (15) feet upslope of wastewater absorption facilities to provide effective ground
water dewatering and prevent short-circuiting of wastewater to the subsurface drainage system. If the
difference in elevation between the bottom of the ground water collection facility and the top of the
uppermost wastewater absorption trench or bed exceeds ten (10) feet, the minimum horizontal
separation should be 1.5 times the vertical difference for > 5% sloped sites. The upslope horizontal
separation distance from the absorption area should be increased at least five (5) feet for each 1%
reduction in slope of the site (> 20 feet for 4%, > 25 feet for 3%, > 30 feet for 2%, and > 35 feet for 1%).
For < 1% slope, the horizontal separation should be 100 feet. The surface outlet of a subsurface
drainage facility should be located as far away from the absorption area as necessary to not affect the
system functionality, and shall not be less than 20 feet.

Curtain drains may be installed upslope of proposed absorption facilities on sloped sites to
intercept and control high ground water. Non-perforated, watertight pipe installed on in-situ soil
bedding at least ten (10) feet from the absorption facility should be constructed to convey the collected
ground water to the ground surface as depicted in Figure 19A. The surface outlet should be protected
from water infiltration, soil erosion and animal entry as depicted in Figure 19B. The upstream end of
all perforated and non-perforated segments of curtain and/or footing drains should be fitted with capped
cleanouts to facilitate future cleaning. Cleanouts are most apt to be needed when non-granular soils are
drained/dewatered.

The useful life of subsurface drainage facilities in granular soils is markedly increased by proper
installation of permeable geotextile surrounding the aggregate. Subsurface drainage aggregate (washed
number 2 stone or gravel) in granular soils should be surrounded by permeable non-woven geotextile to
prevent siltation and plugging of the aggregate and drain pipes as depicted in Figure 19. Aggregate
should surround the perforated drainpipe and extend above the existing high water table to avoid ground
water bridging over the subsurface drainage system.

Subsurface drainage in fine-grained soils (silt and/or clay) should be accomplished with washed
coarse sand and aggregate envelope surrounding the perforated drainpipe as depicted in Figure 19.
Permeable geotextile should not be used to fully surround the coarse sand and/or aggregate in soils with
a high silt or clay content to avoid plugging the geotextile.
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Wastewater short-circuiting from absorption facilities to watercourses via household foundation
drains should also be avoided by using appropriate separation distances. Use of impermeable barriers
such as clay or plastic sheeting should be considered to prevent short-circuiting when absorption
facilities must be located close to foundation drains and the foundation drains should be treated the same
as curtain drains. When curtain and/or footing drains are located downslope and in the direct path of
flow from the wastewater absorption facilities, the recommended minimum separation distance between
wastewater absorption facilities and downslope curtain and/or footing drains is 100 feet to prevent short-
circuiting of wastewater to the ground surface from the drainage facility outlets. This separation
distance may be reduced to no less than 50 feet when: the soil percolation rate is five (5) to 60 minutes
per inch and the minimum vertical separation distance from the bottom of any absorption trench to high
ground water, bedrock, or impermeable soil is at least four (4) feet. The recommended minimum
separation distance is not applicable to footing drains located above seasonal high ground water. The
effectiveness of subsurface drainage systems should be determined via periodic monitoring during the
wet season (March 15 - June 30) following installation of the system.

The effectiveness of the subsurface drainage system (lowering of water table) must be
demonstrated prior to installation of the wastewater absorption system when any of the three (3)
following site conditions exist:

1) The site slope is less than 5%, or
2) The soil percolation rate is slower than 30 minutes per inch, or

3) The bottom of the proposed drainage system is not in contact with the impermeable strata that is
causing the high ground water condition.

Washed sand and aggregate drainage facilities that are not surrounded by permeable geotextile
should be at a minimum covered with a permeable geotextile to minimize entrance of backfill soil into
the drainage system. Backfill should be comprised of finely textured soil to minimize entrance of
surface water into the subsurface drainage system. Breathers or vents may be needed for proper
functioning of long drainage systems.

Minimum slope for four (4) inch diameter drainage pipe is generally 0.004 feet per foot. The
minimum pour distance (defined as the drain outlet invert to normal low water surface or outlet channel
bottom) should be one (1) foot for drainpipe slopes up to 4%.

Only perforated drainage pipe with perforations completely around the pipe wall should be used.
Wastewater distribution pipe should not be used for drainage systems. Trees and shrubs should not be
present near the drainage collection system to avoid root interference. Root systems of many trees and
shrubs extend beyond the tree or shrub drip line (tips of branches).

The drain outlet should be at least eight (8) to ten (10) feet of rigid, non-perforated conduit
(metal, schedule 40 PVC or equal). At least two-thirds (2/3) of the length of the outlet conduit shall be
installed in soil and backfilled with at least two (2) feet of soil to prevent leakage, slippage or freezing.

9.4 Stabilization of Disturbed Soil and Fill Material

An absorption system shall not be built in unstabilized fill material or disturbed soil. Where
absorption facilities are to be constructed in fill or disturbed soils, the soil shall be permitted to stabilize
by natural settlement for a period of at least six (6) months, including a freeze-thaw cycle, before soil
characterization is performed. Stabilization by mechanical compaction in shallow lifts [approximately

56



Chapter 9: Subsurface Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems

six (6) inches] can be performed if a fill material consisting of only granular sand or sandy loam is used.
Mechanical compaction can be achieved via track type machines (bulldozer or front-end loader with
downward blade/bucket pressure) or steel wheeled roller. Fill material to be used in a raised system or
mound should undergo percolation tests at an undisturbed location at the borrow pit and shall be re-
evaluated after stabilization of the fill to confirm a percolation rate of five (5) to thirty (30) minutes per
inch. Granular sand or sandy loam with a percolation rate of about five (5) to ten (10) minutes per inch
is preferred because the material is less likely to compact and will therefore maintain its ability to
transmit liquid.

Heavy construction equipment shall not be used in or immediately downslope of raised system or
mound areas to avoid compaction of the native soil where treated wastewater dispersal will occur. In
general, areas to be used for an absorption system should not be disturbed or disturbed as little as
possible.

9.5 Choice of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems

Conventional absorption trench systems, as shown in Figures 17 and 18, are the recommended
treatment systems in well-drained areas with a low groundwater table and where the upper soils possess
adequate percolation. Conventional absorption trenches laid parallel to one another and connected to a
distribution box are commonly used in relatively flat areas while drop boxes and serial distribution
laterals are frequently used where land slopes of 10% or more exist. At any site, absorption trenches
shall be constructed parallel to the ground contours.

An absorption bed, as shown in Figures 18 and 26, though less desirable than trenches due to
reduced sidewall area, may be considered on some sites. Construction of the bed can be quite difficult.
A backhoe can straddle a trench during absorption trench construction and leave the infiltrative surfaces
undisturbed in terms of compaction. Construction equipment, however, should not be permitted to
operate within the area designated for an absorption bed and the sidewall area of the bed should be
maximized for the system to perform properly. For these two (2) reasons, a bed wider than 20 feet
should not be considered. If a system is designed with multiple beds, a minimum separation of ten (10)
feet of undisturbed soil should be provided between the sidewalls of the beds.

The least desirable of all systems is the seepage pit. Seepage pits do not provide even
distribution of effluent over the design absorption area and the pit design and construction features
(concrete top and installed depth) reduce the opportunity for oxygen exchange at the active infiltrative
surface. This leads to reduced treatment of wastewater as compared to absorption trenches and other
absorption areas that are designed to promote air exchange. Seepage pits may not be used where trench
systems are feasible. Seepage pits should not be used where drinking water is obtained from nearby
shallow drinking water sources or where subsoil is a coarse sand and/or gravel.

High ground water, periodic flooding, impermeable soils, inadequate permeable soil depth or
shallow depth to bedrock is some reasons for discouraging or prohibiting use of conventional absorption
systems. Alternative system designs and/or site mitigation techniques may need to be utilized to
overcome some of these site constraints. Site modifications to alter site soil conditions, control ground
water, alter slope, alter drainage patterns or increase separation distances to boundary conditions should
be conducted under the supervision of a design professional.
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9.6 Site Modification to Accommodate Onsite Wastewater Treatment
Systems

Sometimes site conditions such as insufficient useable soil, high water table or excessive slope
exist that do not allow for proper siting of an OWTS in accordance with Appendix 75-A standards. In
some cases sites can be “modified” using fill material and/or construction techniques to create site
conditions that allow for proper wastewater treatment and dispersal. Contact the local health department
or other local authority having jurisdiction before considering any of the following site modification
options. Modification of a site without first contacting the local jurisdictional office is at the owner’s
risk and does not assure site approval.

9.6.1 Clay Barrier Protecting Bedrock Recharge Aquifers

Absorption systems should not be constructed directly over visible bedrock, cracks, crevices,
depressions, sinkholes or other susceptible geologic formations to protect the aquifer. In very rare cases,
an alternative method of protecting bedrock aquifers comprises installation of a six (6) inch clay barrier
installed on the in situ soil/rock beneath the proposed absorption area and extending radially as
described as follows. On slopes of less than 1%, the clay layer covered with at least one (1) foot of
useable soil (1 to 60 minutes/inch) should extend 100 feet radially from the toe of the absorption area
including the projected expansion area. On slopes of one to 15%, the clay layer covered with at least
one foot of useable soil should extend radially from the toe of the absorption area including the
projected expansion area 100 feet in the downslope direction, 25 feet parallel to contours, and 20 feet in
the upslope direction. At least four (4) feet of useable soil should be installed above the clay layer in the
proposed absorption area including the projected expansion area. Fill slopes shall not exceed one (1)
vertical to three (3) horizontal. A design professional should supervise the above-noted system
construction and certify that construction was in accord with approved plans.

9.6.2 Limited Surficial Useable Soil

A site modification option for sites with only six (6) inches of in-situ useable soil and slopes not
exceeding 15% may be modified to accommodate a conventional absorption trench system. This site
modification, involves the placement of an extensive amount of stabilized fill material with a percolation
rate of between 5 and 30 minutes per inch on the site. Once the fill material is stabilized, a conventional
absorption trench system is constructed in the fill. The aerial and depth limits of fill are such to provide a
filled area of four (4) feet in depth above vertical boundary conditions and extending 100 feet down
slope in the direction of flow (site contours). This creates a site condition where effluent must travel
vertically through at least two (2) feet of useable soil and horizontally through at least 100 feet of
useable soil to ensure adequate filtration and treatment. Other systems allowed on similar site conditions
(intermittent sand filters and mounds) provide an added level of protection using smaller absorption
areas because they utilize specified sand and pressure distribution to enhance wastewater treatment prior
to distribution to in-situ soils.

The depth of useable soil (in-situ soil plus fill material) shall be at least 4-feet for the proposed
absorption system and the reserve area. A 12-inch depth of useable soil shall extend 100 feet in the
direction of wastewater dispersal from the absorption system and reserve area. Fill material tapers shall
extend 25 feet parallel to contours and 20 feet upslope for sites with slopes of 1 to 15 %. For flat sites
with slope of less than one 1%, the fill material shall extend 100 feet radially around the absorption area.
A site modification using fill material is depicted in Figures 38 and 38A.
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A system shall not be built on sites with seasonal high groundwater unless the owner can
demonstrate improvements that will divert groundwater from system and prevent any saturation of the
fill material. A system shall not be constructed on parcels where there are less than six (6) inches of
naturally occurring soils from original grade to solid bedrock. System shall not be constructed on
parcels where fractured bedrock exists at grade or within two (2) feet of original grade.

A system shall not be built in unstabilized fill material. Deep hole and percolation tests must be
conducted in the stabilized fill during the normal high ground water period since mottling is not
applicable to recently filled sites. A conventional trench design shall be designed based upon the
stabilized fill material percolation rate.

9.6.3 Very Fast Percolating Soils

Soils with very fast soil percolation rates (i.e., less than one (1) minute per inch) are not suitable
for conventional absorption systems. Very fast percolation rate soils do not provide adequate treatment
of wastewater because the effluent moves too quickly through the soil and may reach ground water
before being fully treated. Where soils exhibit a percolation rate faster than one (1) minute per inch and
all horizontal and vertical boundary conditions are met, the site may be modified via a special cut and
fill system. All soil bounded by two (2) feet from the proposed absorption trenches (i.e., horizontally
and vertically) shall be removed and replaced by a known soil type or the in-situ soil can be blended
with a slower percolating soil to slow down the soil percolation around and below the absorption area.

Imported or blended soil with a percolation rate of five (5) to sixty (60) minutes per inch can be
used; however, a soil with percolation rate of five (5) to ten (10) minutes per inch is preferred.
Stabilization by mechanical compaction can be performed if the imported or blended material consists of
only granular sand or sandy loam. Soil should be replaced in six (6) inch layers with mechanical
compaction to the approximate density of the on-site soil. Care must be taken to not overly compact the
soils. Additional percolation tests may be performed on each soil layer as they are being compacted.
Oversight by the design professional during this process is suggested. Other soil types should be
stabilized by natural settlement for a period of at least six (6) months, including a freeze-thaw cycle.
Percolation tests of the replacement soil or stabilized blended soil coupled with proposed daily flow
rates shall be used to select the total lineal footage of distribution pipe needed. Conventional absorption
trenches shall be constructed in the replaced soil. The vertical and horizontal separation distances noted
in Figures 1, Figure 17 and Table 2 shall also be met. Replacing soil with imported granular sand or
sandy loam soil with a percolation rate of five (5) to ten (10) minutes per inch range is the preferred
method of soil replacement over soil blending. It is difficult to properly blend soils (cement mixer or
backhoe), particularly soils with some clay or silt content. A site modification for very fast soils is
depicted in Figure 37.

9.6.4 Sloping Sites

Appendix 75-A states that “Slopes greater than 15% are ... unacceptable.” Therefore, any site
that will be developed with a slope greater than 15% will require the granting of a specific waiver or
other approval by the LHD. Consequently, before installation on sites with slopes greater than 15%
begins (which may include site modification), the LHD or local authority having jurisdiction should be
contacted to determine if the proposal is acceptable or if plans/permits are needed. Sites with existing
slopes exceeding 20% should not normally be considered for residential OWTSs; however, development
following mining represents one exception (conversion of hillsides, eskers. etc., to relatively level sites).
The 15% slope limitation established in Appendix 75-A for construction of subsurface treatment
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systems applies only to the portion of the lot to be used for the proposed absorption facility plus the
designated reserve area, and not to the entire lot.

Sites with at least one (1) foot of unsaturated permeable soils and slopes not exceeding 20% may
be modified by grading (for example cut and/or fill) to meet the maximum 15% slope requirement. The
soils in proposed absorption area and designated reserve area shall be stabilized prior to conducting
percolation and deep-hole tests to determine compliance with all boundary conditions. Appropriate
ditches, berms, and drains (curtain, vertical, under drains) shall be installed to control surface drainage
and ground water in the vicinity of absorption fields on sloped sites. Site modification activities to
reduce slope to 15% or less should only be conducted during relatively dry periods to minimize soil
compaction and smearing.

9.6.4.1 In-situ Absorption Trenches on Sloped Sites

Many LHDs have experienced satisfactory absorption facility performance from very carefully
constructed absorption trenches installed in in-situ soil with slopes of > 15% to 20% when special
conditions are met. The slope limitation is primarily established for construction safety; it is difficult to
operate equipment and steeper slopes pose a construction hazard. From a hydraulic perspective, trench-
type systems can be positioned on steeper slopes. The installation of absorption trenches on sloped sites
is recommended (instead of site modification, such as cut or fill, to reduce site slopes) because in-situ
installation of absorption trenches will maintain soil structure and minimize site disturbance, compaction
and erosion. Trenches can be installed when acceptable soil conditions exist and trench separation as
follows is used:

(1) The in-situ soil must have a percolation rate of one (1) to sixty (60) minutes per inch.
(2) Absorption trench design (length) is in accord with Table 6A, 6B, 6C or 6D.

(3) Absorption trenches shall be constructed parallel to contours and extend up to 60 feet (a drop
box can be used to maximize trench lengths along contours by extending trenches a maximum of
60 feet in either direction from the drop box to maximize downgradient soil treatment area of
receiving soils).

(4) A minimum horizontal separation distance between parallel absorption trenches of 10°, 9°, 8, or
7’ is provided when the minimum vertical separation distance from the bottom of any absorption
trench to high ground water, bedrock, or impermeable soil is 2°, 3°, 4’ or 5°, respectively:

SLOPE (%) Vertical Separation Horizontal Separation
to boundary Condition (feet) between Trenches (feet)

0-15 2 4

2 10

15-20 3 9

4 8

5 7

(5) Required separation distances from wastewater system components in Table 2 are provided.
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9.7 Specific Waivers or Other Local Approvals

New construction is required to routinely meet standards established in either Appendix 75-A or
when more stringent local standards exist. Specific waivers (or other local approvals), however, may be
granted by the LHD (or other agency or local authority having jurisdiction) for new construction of
system designs and engineering concepts not listed in Appendix 75-A as well as for deviations from
standard(s) established in Appendix 75-A. (In some cases, a general waiver or local waiver may
previously have been granted for said design or deviation and a specific waiver would not be needed).
Specific waivers (or other local approvals) are not required for replacement systems unless the LHD (or
other agency or local authority such as a watershed) has a replacement system approval program. LHDs
grant specific waivers/local approvals at their discretion on a case-by-case basis.

A specific waiver is intended to provide administrative flexibility for the LHD and is not
intended as a device for routinely approving residential OWTSs that do not meet design standards.
When another agency or local authority has jurisdiction and/or a more stringent local standard exists,
any approvals of deviations from the standards can only be granted by the applicable agency or local
authority.

Specific waivers or other local approvals may be granted for site-specific situations because of a
“hardship or other circumstance” that makes it impractical to comply with a standard. An example of a
“hardship” includes a building lot that had been previously approved according to the requirements of a
previous version of Appendix 75-A (or local standard) that then becomes non-compliant due to updated
and more restrictive standards. "Other circumstances" refers to cases specifically mentioned in
Appendix 75-A, discussed in this Handbook or other Department policy. Anticipating that a “created”
hardship (such as tearing down a house known to have an existing substandard OWTS) will be eligible
for a specific waiver without contacting the local health department or other local authority having
jurisdiction first is at the homeowner’s risk and a specific waiver or other approval could be denied.

A specific waiver application must show that the proposed deviation from an Appendix 75-A
requirement(s) will provide a degree of protection equivalent to the intent of Appendix 75-A and will
not result in an increased risk to public health or the environment.

The LHD (or other agency or local authority having jurisdiction) needs to be contacted before a
request for a specific waiver or other local approval is considered. Specific waiver application forms are
included in Appendix E, or can be obtained from the local health department or the NYSDOH website:
http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/forms/forms.htm

9.8 Materials Used in Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems

Non-perforated rigid watertight pipe shall be used from the septic tank or ETU to the distribution
box or drop box, from the distribution box to the head of the absorption trenches and between successive
drop boxes. The pipe shall be resistant to deformation or crushing, typically Schedule 40 or SDR 35
PVC pipe is used. Watertight pipe at least two (2) feet in length should be between distribution box and
absorption area distribution lines. Perforated distributor pipe shall only be used in the absorption area.
Four (4) inch diameter pipe is recommended for all gravity distribution systems. Perforated pipe shall
be made of rigid or corrugated plastic and be labeled as fully meeting ASTM standards for septic
systems. Perforated pipe shall have an ASTM stamp for leachfield pipe, see ASTM F481 - 97(2008),
“Standard Practice for Installation of Thermoplastic Pipe and Corrugated Pipe in Septic Tank Leach
Fields”. Corrugated plastic pipe delivered in coils is not to be used unless provision is made to prevent
the recoiling or movement of the pipe after installation.
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Pressure distribution pipe shall have a minimum diameter of one (1) inch and a maximum
diameter of three (3) inches. Pressure distribution lines and dosing distributors should be installed level.
Pipe for siphon dosing is sized to conform to the volume of the dose and can range from three (3) to six
(6) inches in diameter based upon the volume of each dose. In gravity distribution systems, distributor
pipe should be laid at a slope between 1/16 inch and 1/32 inch per foot.

A typical gravity distribution absorption trench detail is shown in Figure 17. The ends of
distributor pipes in gravity distribution systems should not be interconnected since it reduces operational
flexibility of resting individual lines as needed and may result in unequal distribution of effluent to
individual trenches (the lower trench will receive more effluent than the higher trench).

Aggregate used in absorption fields is typically natural stone, washed gravel or washed crushed
stone 3/4 to 1-1/2 inches in diameter. Larger diameter or finer substances (e.g., crushed shells) are
unacceptable. DOT # 2 stone is often used as absorption area aggregate because of availability even
though the gradation does not always meet the above specifications. It is very important to verify the
stone is thoroughly washed to remove fines (stone dust) which can clog the infiltrative surface area in an
absorption trench or bed.

9.8.1 Alternate Aggregate

Alternate aggregate materials may be used as a substitute for conventional gravel or stone
aggregate when it can be demonstrated that the material provides at least the equivalent soil infiltration
area and storage volume as conventional gravel or stone aggregate. Materials shall also maintain
structural integrity and be non-degradable by wastewater effluent.

9.8.2 Tire Derived Aggregate (TDA)

Properly manufactured TDA has physical characteristics similar to conventional gravel or stone
aggregate and may be used as a substitute for gravel or stone aggregate on a one-to-one (1:1) basis,
volumetrically when:

(1) The TDA manufacturer shall have a written case specific beneficial use determination from the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) for use in onsite
wastewater treatment systems, and

(2) TDA shall meet the following size and gradation requirements:
(1) Two (2) inch nominal size, and

(11) Maximum dimension in any direction shall not exceed four inches and the minimum
dimension in any direction shall not be less than 1/2 inch, and

(111)  Exposed wire shall not be protrude more than 1/2 inch from the chip, and
(iv)  Fine particles and foreign materials are prohibited, and

(v) At least 95% of the TDA shall comply with the above specifications.

Go to the University of Buffalo Website for more information on TDA:
http://www.tdanys.buffalo.edu/UB/
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9.9 Conventional Absorption Trench Systems

9.9.1 General Information

A conventional absorption trench system is a system of narrow trenches partially filled with
aggregate in which a distribution pipe is laid. Two (2) types of absorption trench field layouts are in
common use: (a) a distribution box connected to parallel absorption laterals for flat or minimally sloped
sites and (b) a drop box connected to parallel successive trenches along a slope on sites with 10% or
greater slopes.

9.9.2 Site Requirements

The minimum distances that absorption fields shall be separated from other facilities are shown
in Table 2 and Figure 1. A minimum of four (4) feet of useable soil shall exist above bedrock,
impermeable strata, and groundwater with a minimum separation of two (2) feet to the lowest part of
any trench. Absorption fields shall not be built under driveways, parts of buildings, under aboveground
swimming pools or other areas subject to heavy loading. Surface waters shall be diverted from the
vicinity of the system. All proposed sites shall be evaluated in terms of slope, wetlands, watercourses,
rock outcroppings, soil characterization, subsurface boundary conditions, soil percolation, and location
of wells in the vicinity and property boundaries.

9.9.3 Design Criteria

The required length of absorption trench is dependent upon the daily design flow rate and soil
percolation test results. The total absorption trench length is determined using Table 6A for various
standard residential daily design flow rates or Table 6B for non-standard residential daily design flow
rates. The maximum length of absorption lines used in conjunction with gravity distribution shall be 60
feet. The maximum length of absorption lines used in conjunction with pressure distribution or dosing
shall be 100 feet. All absorption lines in a system shall be approximately the same length. If unequal
trench lengths are necessary because of site obstacles such as a large tree or other site feature that cannot
be removed, it is recommended to utilize a drop box when enough slope exists to implement progressive
trench distribution and control distribution to absorption trenches.

Absorption trenches should not be installed when soil is wet to prevent undesirable smearing and
compaction of the infiltrative soil surface. Trenches shall be installed parallel to ground contours and as
shallow as possible. Trenches need not be perfectly straight but abrupt changes in direction should be
avoided. Maintaining a uniform slope for the entire length of each perforated distributor line is very
difficult when the lines are not installed straight. The sides and bottom of trenches shall be raked prior to
placement of aggregate to open soil pores. The ends of all distributor pipes shall be capped.

Wastewater treatment efficiency is related to the area of the trench bottom and sidewall (known
as the wetted perimeter) available for infiltration. The typical gravity absorption trench detail is
depicted in Figure 17. At least six (6) inches of aggregate is placed under the distribution line and then
the line is covered by a minimum of two (2) inches of aggregate. The slope of the perforated
distribution lines shall be 1/16 to 1/32 inch per foot. The aggregate shall be covered with a material that
prevents backfill soil from entering the aggregate and permit air and moisture to pass through. The
preferred material for covering the aggregate is a permeable non-woven geotextile. A permeable non-
woven geotextile is extremely strong and does not promptly degrade like untreated building paper, hay
or straw. Untreated building paper or a four (4) inch layer of hay or straw is also acceptable for
covering aggregate when proper geotextiles are unavailable. Polyethylene and treated building paper are
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relatively impervious and shall not be used. Earth cover above the aggregate shall be between six (6) and
twelve (12) inches to enhance natural aeration and nitrate uptake by plant life. Trench bottom depth
should be as shallow as possible but not less than 18 inches or more than 30 inches below ground
surface. The maximum trench width for design purposes shall be 24 inches and the required length of
absorption trench for standard residential daily design flow rates and soil percolation rates for a 24
inches wide trench are listed in Table 6A or can be calculated from Table 6B. Where trenches exceed
24 inches in width, calculations of absorptive area shall be based on a width of 24 inches.

Adjacent absorption trenches shall be separated by at least four (4) feet of undisturbed soil as
depicted in Figure 18. Individual trenches shall be constructed parallel to ground contours with the
trench bottom essentially level.

9.9.4 Construction

Construction of absorption facilities shall not occur when the ground is frozen or the soil
moisture content is high. If a fragment of soil from approximately nine (9) inches below the surface can
easily be rolled into a ribbon instead of crumbling, the soil moisture content is too high for construction
purposes. Obviously, some silt or clay must be present for a ribbon to be formed.

The natural surface shall not be significantly disturbed. If the site is regraded or similarly
disturbed, the soil shall be allowed to stabilize (i.e., settle naturally for a period of at least six (6)
months, including at least one freeze-thaw cycle) and new percolation and deep hole tests conducted
after the stabilization period. Heavy equipment use in the designated absorption system area should be
minimized to prevent soil permeability reduction due to compaction

Trench locations and depths should be marked by stakes and the grade checked before trench
excavation. Trenches shall be excavated to design depth (i.e., 18 to 30 inches below grade and at least
two (2) feet above boundary condition) with bottoms practically level.

Following excavation, the trench bottoms should be graded by hand. The bottoms of the trenches
should be checked by a transit, engineer's level, or carpenter's level to assure that each is practically
level. Trench bottoms and sidewalls should be immediately raked after final grading to ensure
infiltration surface soil pores are open and not smeared or compacted. At least six (6) inches of
aggregate is placed in the trenches as gently as possible to avoid compaction.

Gravity distributor pipe shall be carefully installed at a slope of 1/16 to 1/32 inch per foot.
Pressure or dosed distributor pipe shall be installed level. Aggregate shall be installed in the trenches to
a depth of at least two (2) inches above the top of the distributor pipes. Additional aggregate may be
required to bring the top of the aggregate to within six (6) to twelve (12) inches of final grade as shown
in Figure 17.

After the upper aggregate is placed in the trenches the geotextile, untreated building paper, hay
or straw is to be immediately installed on the aggregate and the trench backfilled with excavated soil. If
trenches cannot be immediately backfilled, the trenches should be temporarily covered with an
impervious material, such as treated building paper to prevent siltation into the aggregate.

The earth backfill is mounded (but not compacted) slightly above the original ground level to
allow for settling. Following settlement, the entire area should be graded without the use of heavy
equipment that could cause compaction, trench cave-in or distributor pipe misalignment or breakage.
Heavy equipment shall not enter the absorption facility area or the proposed expansion area after the
system has been constructed. The entire area must be seeded with grass as soon as possible. Establishing
a grass cover stabilizes the soil, sheds and absorbs rainwater, provides some nutrient uptake and
insulates the absorption area. If grass cannot be established prior to winter, the area needs to be covered
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and insulated with straw or mulch to prevent freezing and minimize erosion. Trees and shrubs should
not be planted or allowed to grow to prevent root interference.

9.10 Gravelless Absorption Trench Systems

9.10.1 General Information

Gravelless absorption trench systems are generally proprietary products that allow effluent to
infiltrate soil without the use of aggregate. These products are often installed where aggregate is not
available, because of ease of installation or to increase the soil infiltrative surface area available in
trench areas. Aggregate in trenches or beds keeps excavations open, creates voids for air exchange and
allows wastewater infiltration into the soil around aggregate voids. Aggregate effectively creates voids
for wastewater treatment and dispersion but can also create a degree of soil masking and takes up void
space in a trench or bed.

Many types of gravelless absorption products are available such as; plastic open-bottom chambers, large
diameter geotextile wrapped corrugated pipe and geotextile wrapped plastic cuspated core pads. Some
products incorporate surrounding them with concrete sand. Chambers can provide increased soil
infiltration area for trench bottoms and sand surrounded systems enhance aeration and filtration. These
systems must be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations. All gravelless
products must also be capable of withstanding typical construction equipment and residential use loads
without deformation.

9.10.2 Site Requirements

Gravelless products may be used in place of conventional aggregate filled absorption trenches on
any site conditions or designs where conventional aggregate filled absorption trenches are acceptable.
All other treatment system design requirements shall apply.

9.10.3 Design Criteria

Unless otherwise specified for some products described below, all absorption trench system
designs incorporating gravelless products shall have the same trench length as a conventional (24-inch
wide) absorption trench as listed in Table 6A or as calculated from Table 6B. Appendix C includes a
list of “accepted” gravelless products. This list will be updated periodically, therefore, the LHD having
jurisdiction should be contacted prior to design or construction regarding the acceptability of specific
products.

NOTE: The NYSDOH does not officially approve proprietary products; however, products may be
reviewed to determine their compliance with Appendix 75-A. The use of proprietary products is also
subject to the conditions and requirements of local health departments, other agencies or other local
jurisdictions. Local design standards may be more stringent than Appendix 75-A.
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9.10.3.1 Open-Bottom Gravelless Chambers

Figure 20 depicts a typical open-bottom gravelless chamber. These chambers are engineered and
often made of recycled plastic. Some are sized to provide a minimum soil infiltration bottom area of
1.6 square feet per linear foot, a minimum volumetric capacity of 7.5 gallons per linear foot and open
sidewall area for aeration and infiltration. Products that meet these criteria maintain a soil surface
available for infiltration typically twice as large as an aggregate filled trench. These products are
allowed to use a 25% reduction in the total absorption trench length when adequately sized chambers are
utilized. Table 6C shows adjusted trench lengths for standard residential daily design flows. For non-
standard daily design flows use a 25% reduction in total trench as calculated using Table 6B. Smaller
chambers can replace aggregate filled trenches on a 1:1 trench length basis.

9.10.3.2 Media-Wrapped Corrugated Pipe Sand-Lined Systems

These systems, as depicted in Figure 22, provide improved wastewater treatment and filtration
through layers of filtering media surrounding the pipe and increase aeration and surface area from
encasing in specified sand and passive venting. These products are allowed to use a 25% reduction in the
total absorption trench length when the following features are provided: corrugated pipe with a
minimum outside diameter of twelve (12) inches, wrapped in a media that allows wastewater
distribution and prohibits sand infiltration, and is installed with a minimum of six (6) inches of washed
concrete sand surrounding the pipe. Table 6C shows trench lengths for standard residential daily design
flows, for non-standard flows use a 25% reduction in total trench as calculated using Table 6B.

9.10.3.3 Gravelless Geotextile Sand Filter Systems

This type of product, as depicted in Figure 21, is allowed a bottom sizing criteria of 6-square
feet per linear foot of trench and has product features of: a width of three (3) feet, a minimum storage
capacity of twelve (12) gallons per linear foot of the unit, a minimum of six (6) square feet per linear
foot of geotextile surface area per linear foot of the unit, and is installed with six (6) inches of washed
concrete sand below and on the sides of each unit. These product features allow for improved
wastewater treatment and filtration. Table 6D shows trench lengths for standard residential daily flows,
for non-standard flows use six (6) square feet per linear foot instead of two (2) square feet per linear foot
for calculating the total trench length using Table 6B.

The trench length sizing and reduction discussed above may be used for conventional, including
shallow absorption, trench systems (including at least two (2) feet of useable soil exists above boundary
conditions).

The gravelless trench length reductions may not be further reduced by the trench length
reduction allowed for Enhanced Treatment Units (ETUs).

9.10.4 Construction

Gravelless absorption system products shall be installed in conformance with the manufacturer's
instructions because of the proprietary design of some products. The gravelless trench sidewalls shall be
separated by a minimum of four (4) feet of undisturbed soil.
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9.11 Deep Absorption Trenches

9.11.1 General Information

Deep absorption trenches may be used where sites contain at least four (4) feet of useable soil
overlain by one (1) to five (5) feet of very slow percolating soil (greater than 60 minutes per inch).
Conventional absorption field systems may be used when the overlaying impermeable soil is no more
than one (1) foot deep provided backfill above the aggregate is comprised of only permeable soil. A
“cut and fill” system may also be used in most cases where a deep trench system may be used. The cut
and fill system (remove and replace poor soils) is the recommended choice because shallow trenches
and permeable soil provide an improved treatment environment through better oxygen exchange and
increased infiltrative soil surface area (aggregate to permeable soil interface).

As shown in Figure 23, trenches are excavated at least two (2) feet into the permeable soil.
Careful excavation is necessary to assure that impermeable overburden does not remain in the trench
bottom. The trenches shall be backfilled to within 30 inches or less of the surface with aggregate or
coarse sand to promote aeration and utilization of the entire infiltrative permeable soil surface
(permeable soil - sand/aggregate interface). A conventional absorption field system (trenches with
distribution lines and aggregate) is constructed in the upper 30 inches of the deep trenches. The inverts
of distribution lines shall not be deeper than 24 inches below grade. Diversion of surface runoff around
the absorption area by means of ditches or berms is required uphill of all sloped sites. Venting of the
system from bottom of trenches to the surface to provide means for aeration of deep trench area is
recommended to enhance treatment capability.

9.11.2 Site Requirements

These systems are used on sites where a useable layer of soil [i.e., at least four (4) feet deep] is
overlaid by one (1) to five (5) feet of impermeable soil and the slope does not exceed 15%. In addition,
the vertical and horizontal separation distances noted in Figure 1, Figure 23 and Table 2 shall be met.

9.11.3 Design Criteria

At least four (4) feet of useable soil above ground water, bedrock or impermeable strata shall be
present below the one (1) to five (5) feet of impermeable soil. The required length of absorption trench
shall be determined from Table 6A or calculated from Table 6B based upon the daily design flow rate
and percolation test results of the underlying permeable soil.

9.11.4 Construction

Trenches are excavated at least two (2) feet into the useable soil and backfilled with aggregate or
coarse sand to within 30 inches or less of the surface. The trenches shall be constructed parallel to
surface contours and the trench bottoms shall be as level as possible. A conventional absorption field
system shall be constructed in the upper 30 inches of the trenches. On sloped sites, a diversion ditch or
berm shall be constructed on the uphill side of the absorption area to prevent surface runoff from
entering the trenches. The soil placed above the aggregate in the trenches shall have a percolation rate
faster than 60 minutes per inch. Original surface material (the overlaying impermeable soil) shall not be
used as backfill above the aggregate in the trenches.
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9.12 Shallow Absorption Trenches

9.12.1 General Information

Shallow absorption trenches are constructed parallel to ground contours with the bottom of the
trenches as level as possible and located within original ground surface level. These systems may be
used where sites contain at least two (2) feet but less than four (4) feet of useable soil. Diversion of
surface runoff around the fill area by means of ditching or berming is required uphill of all sloped sites.
Heavy equipment shall not enter the absorption area. Fill material shall have approximately the same
percolation rate as the underlying permeable soil. Fill material, including a six (6) inch topsoil layer,
shall not be more than 30 inches above original grade. Fill material shall extend at least six (6) feet
horizontally from and at the same depth as the trench sidewall and will have a one (1) vertical to three
(3) horizontal taper at the edge to intersect with the original ground surface. Carefully dug spoils from
the house foundation can be used if similar soil characteristics exist and proper soil stabilization
methods are used. A conventional absorption trench system is constructed in the fill and original soil as
shown in Figure 24. Preference is for the trench bottom to extend into the in-situ soils to promote
vertical distribution to soils and minimize preferential drainage pathway at the in-situ soil-fill material
interface. To avoid short-circuiting of wastewater to the surface fill more permeable than the onsite
permeable soil shall not be utilized.

9.12.2 Site Requirements

These systems are used where there is at least two (2) feet but less than four (4) feet of useable
soil. Vertical separation distances between trench bottoms and boundary conditions (bedrock, ground
water, and impermeable strata), as depicted in Figure 24, shall be met. The horizontal separation
distances noted in Figure 1 and Table 2 shall also be met.

Separation exception for shallow trench systems: Generally or all systems involving the
placement of fill material, separation distances are measured from the toe of slope of the fill; however,
when the trench bottom is at least six (6) inches into existing soil, the separation distance is measured
from the trench sidewall(s).

9.12.3 Design Criteria

A minimum two (2) feet separation must be maintained between the bottom of each trench and
all boundary conditions (bedrock. ground water, and impermeable strata). The bottom of each trench
must not be above the original ground surface and should preferably be at least six (6) inches below
original grade. At least two (2) percolation tests shall be performed within the proposed absorption area
with the bottom of the test holes at the depth of the proposed trenches or at six (6) inches below grade if
the bottom of the proposed trenches will be between grade and six (6) inches below grade. The slowest
percolation rate observed shall be used to design the absorption facility. Fill material shall have a
permeability similar to but not more permeable than the underlying in-situ useable soil. The depth of fill
material, including the topsoil layer, shall not exceed 30 inches above the original ground elevation. A
conventional absorption trench system as depicted in Figure 17 and Figure 24 is designed and
constructed in the fill and into original soil. The required length of absorption trench shall be
determined from Table 6A or Table 6B based upon the daily design flow rate and percolation test
results of the in-situ permeable soil. Percolation test results of the fill material (foundation spoils or
borrow pit soils) shall be used to assure that the permeability of the fill material is compatible with the
in-situ soil permeability.
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9.12.4 Construction

Generally, sites with large trees, numerous small trees or large boulders are unsuitable for a
shallow absorption trench system because of the difficulty in preparing the site and the reduced
infiltration area beneath the system. In areas, which are suitable, all trees and stumps shall be cut at
grade and removed. Other vegetation (brush, vines, weeds, grass) shall be cut as close to grade as
possible and removed. All leaves, limbs and boulders above grade shall also be removed. Root
structure below grade should not be removed. Plowing the area where fill is to be placed “folds” soil
over without destroying the soil structure and infiltration capability of the receiving soils. Rototilling or
soil scarification should never be performed in the fill area by heavy construction equipment because of
the probability of destroying the soil structure, compacting soils and reducing the infiltration capability.

Heavy equipment shall be kept out of the absorption area. Grade stakes may be used to delineate
the limits of fill and prevent over-excavation of absorption trenches. Fill material shall be carefully
placed within the absorption area. The edge of the fill material shall be extended at least six (6) feet
beyond the perimeter of the proposed trenches and then tapered at a slope no greater than one (1)
vertical to three (3) horizontal. On sloped sites, a diversion ditch or berm shall be constructed on the
uphill side of the fill material to prevent surface runoff from entering the fill. Construction of trenches
at least six (6) inches into existing in situ soil is preferred to utilize a stabilized sidewall infiltrative
surface.

9.13 Cut and Fill Systems

9.13.1 General Information

A cut and fill system, as depicted in Figure 25, is an absorption trench system installed on sites
where impermeable soil overlays useable soil. These systems are generally used where the impermeable
overlaying soil is one (1) to five (5) feet deep. Conventional absorption field systems may be used when
the overlaying impermeable soil is no more than one (1) foot deep and useable soil is placed above the
aggregate. For cut and fill system, unlike deep absorption trench systems, the overlaying impermeable
soil is removed from the proposed absorption field area that extends at least five (5) feel beyond any
proposed absorption trenches and replaced by permeable soil comparable to the underlying soil. Careful
excavation is necessary to assure that the useable underlying soil is not made unuseable through
compaction and impermeable overburden does not remain in the bottom of the excavation on top of the
permeable underlying soil. A conventional absorption trench system is constructed in the upper 18 to 30
inches of the permeable fill and underlying soil. If the bottom of all trenches is not in or at the
permeable underlying soil (meaning the trench bottoms are in fill), the fill must undergo proper
stabilization and percolation testing prior to constructing the trenches. Stabilization may be achieved by
natural settlement for at least six (6) months including at least one (1) freeze-thaw cycle. If the
underlying permeable soil and the comparable permeable fill comprise only granular material (sand and
sandy loam), stabilization may be achieved by mechanical compaction in six (6) inch lifts to the
approximate density of the undisturbed underlying granular soil. On sloped sites, a diversion ditch or
berm shall be constructed on the uphill side of the fill area to prevent entrance of surface runoff.

Although deep trench systems may be used at sites with four (4) feet of useable soil overlaid by
one (1) to five (5) feet of impermeable soil, a cut and fill system is the recommended choice because
shallow trenches and permeable fill material provide an improved treatment environment through better
oxygen exchange and increased infiltrative soil surface area (aggregate to permeable soil interface).
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9.13.2 Site Requirements

These systems may be used where all the following conditions exist:

(1) Soil with a percolation rate slower than sixty (60) minutes per inch overlays a useable soil with a
percolation rate of one (1) to sixty (60) minutes per inch.

(2) Atleast three (3) feet of useable soil is present beneath the overlaying impermeable soil.

(3) All minimum vertical and horizontal separation distances from the absorption trenches noted in
Figures 1, Figure 25 and Table 2 are met.

9.13.3 Design Criteria

The overlaying impermeable soil shall be removed and replaced with a soil having a percolation
rate comparable with the underlying useable soil. The excavation method selected should assure that the
useable underlying soil is not made un-useable through compaction. A conventional absorption trench
system as depicted in Figures 17 and 25 is designed for the upper 18 to 30 inches of the permeable fill
and underlying soil. The required length of absorption trench shall be determined from Tables 6A or
6B based upon the daily design flow rate and percolation test results of the permeable fill or underlying
soil (whichever has the lower permeability). Stabilization of the fill is required prior to conducting
percolation tests and constructing trenches if the bottoms of all trenches are not in or at the underlying
useable soil. Percolation test results of the fill material performed at the borrow pit shall be used to
assure that the permeability of the fill material is compatible with the on-site soil permeability.

9.13.4 Construction

The area excavated and filled must provide at least a five (5) foot buffer in each direction beyond
the trenches. The soil placed above the trenches shall have a percolation rate faster than sixty (60)
minutes per inch. Original surface material (the overlaying impermeable soil) shall not be used as
backfill above the trenches. The surface area of the fill system must be mounded and graded to enhance
runoff of precipitation from the absorption system and seeded to grass. On sloped sites, a diversion
ditch or berm shall be constructed on the uphill side of the absorption area to prevent surface runoff
from entering the fill.
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9.14  Absorption Bed Systems

9.14.1 General Information

An absorption bed system, as depicted in Figure 18 and Figure 26, operates on a principle
similar to the absorption trench except that several distribution laterals, rather than just one, are installed
in a single excavation and surrounded with aggregate. This, however, reduces the effective sidewall
infiltration area per lineal foot of lateral. These systems require the use of pressure distribution or siphon
dosing (when slope permits) and are limited to sites with a maximum slope of 8% and at least four (4)
feet of useable soil with a percolation rate of one (1) to thirty (30) minutes per inch. Careful excavation
is necessary to assure that the bottom and sidewall areas are not made unuseable through compaction.
Heavy construction equipment shall be kept outside the proposed bottom area of the absorption bed.
Diversion of surface runoff around the absorption bed area by means of ditches or berms is required
uphill on all sloped sites. Bed width on sloped sites should be minimized to maximize wastewater
distribution parallel to the slope and to prevent ends of the bed from being too deep or too shallow.

9.14.2 Site Requirements

An absorption bed system may only be built in soils with a percolation rate between one (1) and
thirty (30) minutes per inch. A bed shall not be built where the soil evaluation indicates silty loam, clay
loam, or clay. Slope of the site shall not exceed 8%. The length of the bed shall be as parallel as
possible with the ground contours. Bed systems are more practical on sites that are long (parallel to
ground contours), narrow and with a minimal slope. All minimum vertical and horizontal separation
distances noted in Figure 1, Figure 18, Figure 26 and Table 2 shall be met. Useable soil at the
absorption bed site must be at least four (4) feet deep.

9.14.3 Design Criteria

Pressure distribution is required for the installation of an absorption bed system. The LHD or
other agency having jurisdiction may allow the use of siphon or pump dosing on specific sites. The
maximum width of the absorption bed shall be 20 feet. The maximum length of each lateral for a
pressure manifold shall be 100 feet and for a siphon or pump dosing system shall be 75 feet. Use of a
center manifold system enables the distributor lengths to be doubled. Distribution boxes are not to be
used with a pressure distribution system.

The depth of the absorption bed shall be between 18 and 30 inches below original ground level
(as measured at the midpoint of the width of the bed). Distribution laterals shall be spaced a maximum
of five (5) feet center to center. There shall be at least 2.5 feet between the perimeter distribution
laterals and the bed sidewalls as depicted in Figures 18 and 26.

The maximum absorption bed size is 20 feet wide by 205 feet long for pressure distribution with
a center manifold and 155 feet long for pump or siphon dosing with a center manifold. The maximum
bed size is 20 feet wide by 105 feet long for pressure distribution with an end manifold and 80 feet long
for pump or siphon dosing with an end manifold.

Pressure distribution lines should be one (1) inch to three (3) inches in diameter with all
downstream ends capped or looped. The volume discharged during each cycle of a pressure distribution
system will exceed the volume available in the pipe distribution network and will be discharged from the
pipe under pressure. Pumps for the pressure distribution system should be designed to provide one (1)
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pound per square inch (2.3 feet of head) at the downstream end of the distribution laterals during bed
dosing. Smaller more frequent doses (e.g., 6 to 12 times over a 24 hour period) using a timed dosing
method is recommended to allow for rest periods between doses.

Pipe for siphon dosing is sized to conform to the volume of the dose and can range from three (3)
to six (6) inches in diameter based upon the volume of each dose. The downstream ends of all
distributor laterals shall be capped. The volume discharged during each cycle of a pump or siphon
dosing system should be 75% to 85% of the volume available in the pipe distribution network or three
(3) to five (5) times per day based upon daily design flow volumes, whichever is smaller.

The required bed bottom areas for standard daily design flows are listed in Table 7A or can be
calculated for non-standard daily design flows using the application rates listed in Table 7B.

Gravelless absorption trench products may be used in absorption bed applications in accordance
with the manufacturer’s recommendation; however, the bottom areas listed in Table 7A or as calculated
from Table 7B must remain the same.

9.14.4 Construction

The location of the proposed absorption bed should be marked with stakes before construction
begins. Heavy construction equipment shall be kept outside the proposed bottom area of the bed to
avoid compaction of the soil. The required absorption bed bottom area is excavated to the design depth
as level as practical. The bottom and sidewalls of the bed shall be hand raked to prepare the soil
infiltrative surface. Bottom levelness shall be checked with a transit, laser level or carpenter's level.
The level absorption bed shall be covered with a six (6) inch layer of aggregate (3/4 to 1-1/2 inch
washed gravel or crushed stone). The distribution laterals need to be installed level upon the six (6) inch
layer of aggregate. Additional aggregate shall be installed across the entire bed to two (2) inches above
the top of the distribution laterals.

The entire bed area of aggregate shall be covered with a permeable non-woven geotextile to
permit movement of fluids and repel movement of backfill soil into the aggregate. Untreated building
paper or a four (4) inch layer of hay or straw may be substituted if a permeable non-woven geotextile is
unavailable. The geotextile shall be covered with permeable soil backfill mounded slightly above
original grade and seeded with grass. If settlement occurs over time (at least (6) six months including at
least one freeze-thaw cycle), the area should be re-graded by hand to enhance surface drainage away
from the absorption bed.

9.15 Seepage Pits

9.15.1 General Information

Due to the reduced treatment capability of seepage pits, if soil and site conditions are adequate
for absorption trenches, seepage pits shall not be used. All of the other conventional absorption systems
are recommended over seepage pits.

A seepage pit, as depicted in Figure 27, is a covered pit with an open-jointed or perforated lining
through which septic tank effluent infiltrates into the surrounding soil. These devices are sometimes
called a leaching pit or leaching pool and incorrectly called a cesspool. If soil and site conditions are
adequate for absorption trenches, seepage pits shall not be used because absorption trench systems
provide better distribution of effluent to the infiltrative soil surface, enhanced natural aeration of the
infiltrative surface and reduced probability of ground water contamination. Seepage pits may only be
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used where the available land is insufficient for construction of absorption trench systems or where
relatively impermeable shallow surface soils overlay deep useable soils. Cut and fill systems and deep
trench systems are recommended, however, over seepage pits because of improved infiltrative soil
surface area and natural aeration.

Due to the reduced treatment capacity of seepage pits, the bottom of seepage pits must be at least
three (3) feet above ground water, bedrock or impermeable strata. Large aggregate sized 3/4 to 2-1/2
inches is used on the bottom of the pit and as an annular ring surrounding the pit liner. Larger sized
aggregate (more than 2-1/2 inches) is not recommended because it results in increased soil infiltrative
surface masking (meaning settled sewage cannot flow through the aggregate particles into the soil) and
increased settlement of soil outside the annular ring from soil movement into the larger aggregate voids.

A distribution box shall be used to convey effluent to more than one seepage pit. Seepage pits
shall not be connected in series. When multiple pits are used, all should be approximately the same size.
Each pit should receive approximately the same flow of effluent. On sloped sites, a diversion ditch or
berm should be constructed uphill from the pit(s) to prevent surface runoff from entering the pit(s).
Series of pits should be installed parallel rather than perpendicular to ground contour lines to minimize
ground water mounding. Use of shallow pits is recommended in place of deep pits to enhance natural
aeration of the soil infiltrative surface.

9.15.2 Site Requirements

If soil and site conditions are adequate for absorption trenches, seepage pits shall not be used.
All other conventional absorption systems are recommended over seepage pits. A minimum three (3)
foot vertical separation must exist between the bottom of any pit and the high ground water level,
bedrock or impervious strata as depicted in Figure 27. Sufficient area must be available to provide three
(3) times the effective diameter between pits (this includes the undisturbed soil between pit excavations)
and all required horizontal separation distances from any pit as shown in Figure 2 and Table 2 shall be
met.

9.15.3 Design Criteria

The required number and size of seepage pits for a given household shall be determined from
Tables 8A and 8B based upon the daily design flow rate and percolation test results of the on-site
permeable soil. Pits should be as shallow as possible to enhance natural aeration of the soil infiltrative
surface. Pit depth is frequently controlled by the depth to ground water, bedrock, and impermeable
strata. If relatively uniform soil is encountered, two (2) percolation tests should be made for each pit:
one (1) at the halfway depth and the other at the bottom of the pit. The results are averaged to obtain the
applicable percolation rate. If different soil layers are encountered at the proposed pit sidewall area, a
percolation test shall be conducted in each permeable layer and the applicable pit design percolation rate
shall comprise the weighted average of each test result based upon the depth of each permeable layer.
The required "effective seepage pit sidewall area" can be determined from Tables 8A and 8B based
upon the daily design flow rate and the “applicable percolation rate”. The applicable percolation rate
should only be used where the impervious soil layers (percolation rate slower than sixty (60)
minutes/inch) comprise small lenses rather than extensive/broad layers. The three (3) foot vertical
separation of the pit bottom above impermeable strata should apply to the entire effective sidewall area
of a pit.
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No allowance for infiltration area shall be made for the bottom area of a pit or the sidewall
surface area of impervious soil layers (percolation rate slower than sixty (60) minutes/inch). The
preferred soil percolation rates for seepage pits range from five (5) to sixty (60) minutes per inch. The
required effective seepage pit sidewall infiltrative area is shown in Table 8A for various daily design
flows and sidewall percolation rates. Table 8B shows the effective sidewall absorption area for various
sized cylindrical seepage pits.

The effective diameter of a pit is the diameter of the large aggregate-infiltrative soil surface
cylinder (i.e., the diameter of lining plus the annular ring of large aggregate) as shown in Figure 27.
The effective depth of a pit is the vertical distance from the invert of the inlet to the bottom of the pit
with the thickness of any intervening impervious layers deducted. The required effective seepage pit
area for a given household can be obtained by varying:

1) The number of seepage pits,
2) The shape (usually cylindrical) of the pit, and

3) Seepage pit dimension (effective depth, diameter, length, width, etc.).

Perforated or open-jointed linings may be precast concrete, cast-in place concrete or constructed
in place with unmortared hollow cinder or concrete blocks. Concrete shall have a minimum
compressive strength of 2,500 psi and 3,000 psi is recommended. Material with comparable structural
strength, determined in accordance with commonly accepted wastewater facility construction standards,
principles or practices, may be allowed on an individual basis to prevent unreasonable hardship,
provided public health is not prejudiced.

Precast rings with large perforations all around are widely used for seepage pits due to their
structural soundness, durability, and low cost of installation. Often advertised as "dry wells", these
precast rings are usually available in various diameters with approximately two (2) to four (4) foot
heights. The sections are manufactured with ship lap joints to facilitate stacking. Footing rings are also
readily available when needed.

If standard building block is used to construct the lining, eight (8) inch block should be used with
the cells horizontal and facing the nearest pit sidewall. Pits shall be designed with sufficient structural
stability to withstand lateral soil forces as well as vertical loads.

Laterals conveying effluent to seepage pits shall be non-perforated and watertight, at least four
(4) inches in diameter, and installed with a minimum slope of 1/8 inch per foot. Seepage pits shall not be
connected in series. A distribution box shall be used to convey settled sewage to more than one seepage
pit.

The separation distance between the outside edges of seepage pits shall be at least three (3) times
the effective diameter of the largest pit. This separation distance is measured across the undisturbed soil
between pit excavations.

When multiple pits are used, each pit shall have an equal effective sidewall absorption area to
facilitate equalization of flow to the total infiltrative surface area. The distribution box shall provide
equal flow to each pit. On sloped sites, a diversion ditch or berm should be constructed uphill from the
pit(s) to prevent surface runoff from entering the pit(s).
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9.15.4 Construction

The pit shall be excavated in accordance with its design dimensions (depth and sidewall area)
and the bottom shall be made as level as possible. Bottom and sidewall areas shall be raked to minimize
smearing and enhance infiltration. If ground water is encountered during pit excavation, the pit shall be
backfilled with the original soil to a level at least three feet higher than maximum ground water and
adjustments made to the proposed pit dimensions (a redesign of the system is needed and minimum pit
separation distances are maintained). Impermeable overburden shall not remain in the bottom of an
excavated pit.

At least a six (6) inch layer of large aggregate (3/4 to 2-1/2 inch size) shall be placed over the
entire pit bottom and leveled. A twelve (12) inch layer of large aggregate placed over the entire pit
bottom is recommended. If footing rings are needed, they shall be installed on the leveled bottom layer
of large aggregate. Perforated rings shall be installed upon the footing rings or directly upon the leveled
bottom layer of large aggregate. Additional rings shall be installed as needed. The annular space
between the perforated rings and the pit sidewall shall be filled with large aggregate to the bottom of the
inlet pipe elevation. The watertight four (4) inch minimum diameter inlet pipe shall be installed with a
minimum slope of 1/8 inch per foot. The annular ring of large aggregate shall be covered by a
permeable geotextile, untreated building paper or a four (4) inch layer of hay or straw to prevent soil
from filling the aggregate voids.

A reinforced concrete structurally sound pit cover capable of supporting 300 pounds per square
foot at its weakest point shall be installed. A manhole and removable cover with an opening of at least
20 inches in the shortest dimension shall be installed and its top shall be located six (6) to twelve (12)
inches below grade. A manhole cover location marker (such as treated lumber or concrete post) should
be installed above the top of the cover to finished grade for future maintenance. Permeable soil shall be
used as backfill to fill the remaining excavation to grade with some mounding to allow for settlement.
The upper six (6) inches of the permeable backfill may be topsoil to facilitate future seeding to grass.
On sloped sites, a diversion ditch or berm should be constructed uphill from the pit(s) to prevent surface
water from entering the pit(s).
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Chapter 10

Alternative Subsurface Onsite
Wastewater Treatment Systems

10.1 General Information

The treatment systems addressed in the previous conventional subsurface treatment section may
be used on sites with useable soil percolation, acceptable horizontal separation distances and adequate
vertical separation distances to boundary conditions. Alternative subsurface treatment systems
described in this section can be installed when site conditions do not allow the use of conventional
subsurface treatment systems. There will be sites, however, that are not suitable for residential
development using conventional or alternative systems. Such sites may require public sewers or
community onsite treatment systems for residential development to avoid creation of public health
hazards/nuisances.

Sites compatible with development using alternative systems generally require a more detailed
site and soil evaluation, a more complicated design, costly construction and components requiring
regular maintenance. It is recommended that all OWTSs have the construction supervised as needed, an
“as-built” developed for the homeowner and the system installation certified by the design professional.
This may be even more important for alternative systems that have a more complicated design and
distinctive construction requirements. The most commonly used alternative systems include raised
systems, mounds and intermittent sand filters.

10.2 Raised Systems

10.2.1 General Information

A raised system comprises a conventional absorption trench system constructed in stabilized
permeable fill placed above the original ground surface on a building lot.

10.2.2 Site Requirements

A raised system may be used where site investigation demonstrates all of the following
conditions exist:

(1) There is at least one (1) foot of useable original soil with a percolation rate between one (1) and
60 mpi above any impermeable soil layer, bedrock or maximum high ground water level.

(2) Slope in the proposed absorption facility and expansion area shall not exceed 15%.

(3) All minimum horizontal and vertical separation distances as described in Figure 28, Figure 29
and Table 2 must be maintained for the proposed system and expansion area.
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10.2.3 Design Criteria

Design of a raised system, as depicted in Figures 28 and 29, shall be based upon the daily
design flow rate and the results of a site investigation including: topography, slope, ground water
elevation, depth to impermeable soils and bedrock, rock outcroppings, soil permeability, vegetation and
land drainage

At least two (2) percolation tests shall be performed at one (1) foot below grade in the proposed
location of a raised system to verify the in-situ soil is useable. At least one (1) deep hole test shall be
dug at the proposed location of a raised system to verify boundary conditions. At least one (1)
percolation test and one (1) deep hole test should also be performed at the proposed location of the
raised system expansion area.

Percolation tests shall be conducted: in the in-situ fill material, at the borrow pit and after the fill
material is stabilized at the construction site. Conducting percolation tests of in-situ borrow pit soils to
be used for fill provides a good indication of eventual stabilized fill percolation rates. The slower of the
percolation test results between the in-situ borrow pit soils and the stabilized fill material at the site shall
be used for design of an absorption trench system. Construction of the absorption trench system in the
fill material area is identical to that of a conventional absorption trench system, including laterals being
installed parallel to contour lines for the native soil prior to installing fill.

The total quantity and dimensions of fill required to be placed at the construction site shall be
based upon the design of the basal area plus a minimum twenty (20) foot taper. The taper shall be sloped
no greater than one (1) vertical to three (3) horizontal.

The basal area is defined as the total area beneath the absorption trenches extending 2.5 feet from
the outer edge of the trenches. The minimum size of the basal area shall be calculated using an
application rate of 0.2 gpd/ft>. Table 9 lists basal areas for standard daily design flows using 0.2 gpd/ft*
for septic tank effluent. The use of slowly permeable soils for the fill material will result in a trench
system requiring a larger basal area.

Sufficient stabilized soil with a percolation rate between five (5) and thirty (30) minutes per inch
is required to maintain at least two (2) feet separation between the proposed bottom of the absorption
trenches and any boundary condition. Preferred fill material is comprised of sand or sandy loam with a
percolation rate of five (5) to ten (10) minutes per inch to minimize construction and operation
problems. Very permeable fill materials should be avoided to prevent surface exposure of inadequately
treated wastewater from too rapid movement through the fill. Slowly permeable fill material should also
be avoided to prevent impeded wastewater movement through the fill. If the in-situ unsaturated soil has
a percolation rate faster than one (1) minute per inch, sufficient stabilized soil with a percolation rate
between five (5) and thirty (30) minutes per inch is required to maintain at least two (2) feet separation
between the proposed bottom of the absorption trenches and in-situ soil.

The edge of the fill material beyond the basal area shall be tapered at a slope no greater than one
(1) vertical to three (3) horizontal with a minimum taper length of twenty (20) feet. All minimum
horizontal separation distances as described in Table 2 shall be measured from the outer edge of the
taper since the fill is considered a system component.

The fill must be stabilized prior to conducting final percolation tests and construction of the
absorption trench system. Soils whose permeability characteristics could change significantly upon
stabilization (soils containing clay and/or silt) shall be allowed to settle naturally for a period of at least
six (6) months and include one freeze-thaw weather cycle. Soils whose permeability characteristics will
not change significantly upon stabilization (sand and sandy loam) may be mechanically compacted or
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allowed to settle naturally as indicated above. Mechanical compaction shall be achieved via track type
machines (bulldozer or front-end loader with downward blade/bucket pressure) or steel wheeled roller.
Mechanical compaction shall be accomplished in shallow lifts [approximately six (6) inches] to the
approximate density of the undisturbed borrow pit soil. Compaction must be carried out carefully to
avoid creating layers of different density.

Distribution to the absorption trench system shall incorporate dosing, unless: (a) the system is to
be installed under the jurisdiction of a local health department which has a program incorporating site
evaluation, system design approval and construction inspection/certification, and (b) a minimum of two
(2) feet of fill material with a percolation rate of five (5) to thirty (30) minutes/inch shall be placed
between the bottom of the trenches and the existing ground.

Curtain drains may be used on the uphill side of proposed fill areas on sloped sites to intercept
and control ground water where high ground water levels exist. Non-perforated pipe constructed to
convey ground water from the perforated drain pipes to the ground surface should be installed on in-situ
soil bedding at least five (5) feet from the toe of the slope of the fill material. Excavated soil shall be
used as backfill around and above the non-perforated pipe. The drainpipe surface outlet shall be
protected from water infiltration, soil erosion and animal entry. This method of controlling groundwater
level should be monitored to confirm effectiveness to ensure the absorption area maintains the two (2)
foot separation to groundwater year-round. This method will not be effective on flat sites.

On sloped sites, a diversion ditch or curtain drain shall be constructed uphill from the fill to
prevent surface runoff from entering the fill area. The topsoil surface of the fill shall be graded to
enhance runoff of precipitation. Short-circuiting of wastewater to any nearby drainage systems shall be
avoided.

10.2.3.1 Raised System Receiving ETU Effluent

ETU effluent contains much less BOD and TSS than septic tank effluent. The receiving soil will
act as a final polishing media and distribute the treated wastewater into the soil. Due to the ETU
effluent quality, the volume of soil and surface area needed for treatment is reduced. Consequently, the
minimum size of the basal area of a raised system designed to receive effluent from an ETU can be
calculated based upon an application rate of 0.3 gpd/ft”. Table 9 shows raised system basal areas
receiving effluent from ETUs using standard daily design flows. A conventional absorption trench shall
be designed to distribute effluent evenly over the fill material basal area. All other design and
construction requirements for raised systems shall apply.

As previously discussed, ETUs need to be properly maintained in accordance with the
manufacturer’s recommendations. ETUs shall be located in an area where ETUs are subject to the
jurisdiction of a RME, local sanitary codes or watershed rules or regulations that incorporate the
requirement to maintain and service ETUs.

10.2.4 Construction

Preparation of the site on which the fill is to be located and placement of fill on the site are
critical to proper operation of the raised system. Extreme care must be taken to assure that construction
techniques do not compromise the integrity of the receiving soils or fill material. Heavy construction
equipment must not be allowed within the area where the raised system is to be installed.

Generally, sites with large trees, numerous small trees, or large boulders are unsuitable for a
raised system because of the difficulty in preparing the surface and the reduced infiltration area beneath
the system. Consideration should be given to increasing the size of the system to provide sufficient soil
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to accept the effluent when tree stumps and/or boulders occupy a significant amount of the soil surface
area. In areas that are suitable, all trees and stumps shall be cut at grade and removed. Other vegetation
(brush, vines, weeds, grass) shall be cut as close to grade as possible and removed. All leaves, limbs and
boulders above grade shall also be removed. Root structure below grade should not be removed.
Plowing the area where the fill is to be placed “turns” over the soil without destroying the soil structure
or infiltrative capability of the receiving soils. When the surface is plowed, a plow with at least a double-
bottomed blade/furrow plow with the furrow turned upslope is recommended. If other equipment (such
as teeth from the bucket of a backhoe) or another method is used it must not destroy soil structure and
cause smearing or compaction of receiving soils. Rototilling or soil scarification with construction
equipment should always be avoided.

After the site has been cleared and plowed all traffic shall be excluded from the area. Fill
material can be deposited on the site with a front-end loader or pushed on from the side, preferably the
upslope side, using a track type machine with at least six (6) inches of fill beneath the tracks. At no time
should ruts be made in the plowed area.

Fill should be placed on the site immediately after it is prepared to avoid undesirable changes to
the native soil (traffic, compaction, erosion, etc.). The fill shall be properly stabilized and the absorption
trench system shall be constructed in the fill material.

After the absorption trenches have been constructed in the stabilized fill (including backfilling
the trenches), the entire surface of the raised system including the tapers shall be covered with a
minimum of six (6) inches of topsoil, slightly mounded to enhance runoff of precipitation from the
system ( > 1% slope) and seeded to grass.

Appropriate curtain drains and diversion ditches shall be constructed uphill from the absorption
system on sloped sites to prevent ground water from interfering with absorption system operation or
surface runoff from entering the fill.

10.3 Mounds

10.3.1 General Information

A mound system is a soil absorption system that is elevated above the natural soil surface in
specified fill material. Mounds are a variation of the raised system except a specified and analyzed
(sieve analysis) sandy fill material is utilized. The type of soil used does not require a stabilization
period (freeze-thaw) prior to construction of the absorption trenches or bed in the fill. For sites with
permeable soils of insufficient depth to groundwater, creviced rock or porous bedrock for a conventional
absorption system, the specified fill material in the mound provides the necessary treatment of
wastewater. The overall size of a mound system will usually be substantially smaller than a raised
system because of the combination of using a specified fill material, the improved solids retention of the
required multi-compartment septic tank or tanks in series and the required pressure distribution (i.e.,
uniform distribution of settled effluent within the absorption area) results in high treatment efficiencies.

Installation of water saving devices such as; faucets, showerheads, toilets and clothes washers
are recommended for any residence using a mound system to minimize wastewater flow. When mound
systems are proposed as replacement systems for existing homes, water saving fixtures should replace
older household plumbing fixtures. Siting and design experience indicates that a mound should be long
and narrow and should follow the site contour.
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10.3.2 Site Requirements

A mound system may be used where site investigation demonstrates all of the following
conditions exist:

(1) There is at least two (2) feet of naturally occurring soil above bedrock.

(2) The maximum high ground water level must be at least one (1) foot below the natural ground
surface.

(3) The percolation rate of the naturally occurring soil shall be between one (1) and 120 minutes per
inch in the upper foot of soil.

(4) Slope of the original ground surface at the proposed absorption facility plus the expansion area
shall not exceed 12%.

(5) All minimum horizontal and vertical separation distances as described in Figures 30, 31, 32A,
32B, Table 2 and Table 4 must be maintained for the proposed system and the reserve area (if
available).

10.3.3 Design Criteria

Design of a mound system shall be based upon the daily design flow rate and the results of a site
investigation including topography, slope, ground water elevation, depth to impermeable soils and
bedrock, rock outcroppings, soil permeability, vegetation and land drainage. Site modification is not
acceptable to attain the required maximum 12% slope (i.e., the natural site must have a slope not
exceeding 12%). Percolation and deep hole tests are required. At least one deep hole test at least four
(4) feet deep or to bedrock shall be dug at the proposed location of the mound system to verify boundary
conditions. Mound systems are depicted in Figures 30, 30A, 31, 31A, 32, 32A and 32B.

The basal area of a mound system is defined differently than a raised system. The basal area for
a mound system on level ground includes all the area beneath the absorption trenches or bed and the area
under the surrounding tapers (basal area = [LW]). On 1% to 12% sloping sites the basal area includes
only the area under the absorption trenches or bed and the lower or downhill taper only.

Mound Basal Area (level site) = [LW] as shown in Figure 30A and 31A.

B+L
Mound Basal Area (sloped site) = [(T ) (C) + AB] as shown in Figures 30A and 31A.

All minimum horizontal separation distances depicted in Table 2 shall be met and measured
from the outer edge of the taper since the fill is considered a system component. All minimum vertical
separation distances depicted in Figure 30, 31 shall be met, and dimension D in Figures 32A and 32B
must be at least one (1) foot. The required basal area is dependent upon the daily design flow rate and
soil percolation test results of naturally occurring soil. Trench lengths listed in Table 6A or calculated
from Table 6B for trenches, and basal areas listed in Tables 7A or calculated from Table 7B for
absorption beds, shall be used when the percolation rate is between one (1) and sixty (60) minutes per

81



Chapter 10: Alternative Subsurface Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems

inch. An application rate of 0.2 gallons per day per square foot shall be used when the in-situ soil
percolation rate is 61 to 120 minutes per inch. Percolation test holes shall be approximately twelve (12)
inches deep to determine the percolation rate of the upper foot of naturally occurring soil. Percolation
tests should be conducted near each end of the proposed mound and the expansion area. The slowest
percolation test results (worst case observed within the selected basal area) shall be used to design the
basal area required. At least one (1) deep hole test should be performed at the proposed location of the
reserve area to verify boundary condition separation, if available.

The recommended separation distance between two (2) or more mound systems (toe of slope of
fill to toe of slope of fill), perpendicular to ground contours is at least thirty (30) feet. Heavy
construction equipment shall not be allowed within the basal area and a recommended minimum 20 feet
wide area downslope of the basal area, which acts as a dispersal area for the mound.

Percolation tests for the fill material shall be conducted at the borrow pit in areas representative
of the soil to be obtained. Only uniform medium to course sand with a percolation rate between five (5)
and thirty (30) minutes per inch shall be used for the fill material. Sands with greater than 10% by
weight finer than 0.075 mm (i.e., # 200 sieve) must be avoided. Note that the 0.05 mm material
requirement listed in Appendix 75-A is a numerical error and inconsistent with the commonly used U.S.
Sieve Series of a #200 sieve with a 0.075mm opening. At least 25% of the material by weight shall be in
the range of 0.50 to 2.0 mm. Less than 15% of the material by weight shall be larger than a 1/2 inch
sieve. A sieve analysis is recommended and may be necessary to verify compliance with the soil
specifications.

MOUND SAND SPECIFICATIONS
Percolation rate 5- 30 mpi (5-10 mpi preferred)
Fine material (silt, clay) Less than 10% by weight (#200 sieve)
Course material (stone, gravel) | Less than 15% by weight (1/2 inch mesh sieve)
Medium to Course Sand At least 25% by weight (#35 sieve to #10 sieve)
Effective Grain Size 0.15 - 0.30mm
Uniformity Coefficient 4-6

Note: ASTM C33 washed concrete sand will typically meet the above suggested mound sand criteria
and will typically be available at most sand and gravel distributors; however, this material will often
have a percolation rate faster than minimum five (5) minutes per inch. The percolation rate should be
verified and take precedence to the fill gradation requirements when a mound is placed over very slow
percolating soil to avoid rapid weeping of fluids at the ground surface.

A pressure distribution network shall be utilized and timed dosing is recommended to control
discharge to the mound. The width of the system shall be kept to a minimum and, in no case, shall the
absorption area be wider than 20 feet (i.e., distance between the outside edges of bed or trenches) as
depicted in Figures 30 and 31. A mound shall not be expanded greater than 20 feet wide to satisfy
absorption system expansion. In a distribution network using a central-manifold, distribution lines shall
have a maximum total length of 200 feet (end cap to end cap) as depicted in Figure 16. In a distribution
network using an end-manifold, distribution lines shall have a maximum length of 100 feet (manifold
pipe to end cap) as depicted in Figure 15. The overall size of absorption facilities in a mound (bed or
trenches) shall not exceed 20 feet by 205 feet for a central manifold distribution network or 20 feet by
105 feet for an end manifold distribution network.
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Figures 30A, 31A, 32, 32A and 32B are referenced for calculating mound dimensions. The letter

dimensions are explained below.

A:

absorption trench or bed total width and shall not exceed 20 feet.

absorption trench or bed total length and shall not exceed 205 feet for a central manifold or 105
feet for an end manifold.

downslope setback and shall be the larger of: (1) approximately three (3) times the height of the
mound at the downslope edge of the absorption facility ([3] [E + F+ G]); or, (2) the

dimension calculated from percolation tests on the naturally occurring soil plus flow rates to
meet the required basal area.

depth of fill at the upslope edge of the absorption facility between the top of the plowed surface
and the bottom of the absorption facility and shall be at least one (1) foot.

depth of fill at the downslope edge of the absorption facility between the top of the plowed
surface and the bottom of the absorption facility and shall be equal to [D + (slope of site) (A)].

E for level sites.

depth of aggregate in the absorption trench or bed and shall be at least 9.5 inches (i.e., > six (6)
inches of aggregate plus > 1.5 inches of distribution pipe diameter plus > two (2) inches of
aggregate). Gravelless absorption products may be used in place of aggregate in accordance with
the manufacturer’s recommendations on a 1:1 basis only (mound and absorption area
dimensions shall remain the same).

depth of permeable soil cover plus topsoil at the upslope and downslope edges of the absorption
facility and shall be at least one (1) foot [i.e., > six (6) inches of permeable soil cover and > six

(6) inches of topsoil].

depth of permeable soil cover plus topsoil at the width center of the absorption facility and shall
be at least 1.5 feet [i.e., > one (1) foot of permeable soil cover plus > six (6) inches of topsoil].

upslope setback and shall be at least:
[3(D + F + G)] - [Slope of Site] [(3) (D + F+ G)] =[1 - Slope of Site] [(3) (D + F + G)].

side slope setback and shall be at least three (3) times the total height of the mound:

D+ FE
[3][( 5 ) + F+H].

total length of mound and equals [B + 2K]. The length shall be parallel to the site contours.

83



Chapter 10: Alternative Subsurface Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems

W = total width of mound and equals [A + C + J]. The width shall be perpendicular to the site
contours.

The permeable soil cover shall extend beyond the aggregate at least 1.5 feet with the top surface
having a slope not exceeding one (1) vertical to three (3) horizontal. Mound dimensions shall be
consistent with Figures 30, 30A, 31, 31A, 32, 32A and 32B and meet or exceed those required by the
local health department having jurisdiction.

The required absorption area of the trenches or bed shall be based upon the daily design flow rate
and the percolation rate of the in-situ fill material (at the borrow pit). Trench lengths are listed in Table
6A or calculated from Table 6B for trench systems, and basal areas are listed in Table 7A or calculated
from Table 7B for absorption beds.

A dual chamber septic tank or two tanks in series in addition to the dosing tank (with pump
storage) shall be provided. An effluent filter or other outlet modification that enhances solids retention
in the tank(s) is recommended.

10.3.4 Construction

Preparation of the site where the mound is to be located, placement of fill, construction of the
absorption trenches or bed, grading the exposed fill, grading and seeding the top soil are critical to
proper operation of the mound system. The in-situ soil beneath the mound basal area must be capable of
absorbing the filtered effluent of the mound. Extreme care must be taken to assure that construction
techniques do not compromise the integrity of the mound system or receiving soils. Heavy construction
equipment must not be allowed within the fill area of the system or immediately downslope of the
system. The downslope area provides effluent dispersal for the mound system. Placement of fill
material or construction of absorption facilities in fill shall not occur when the soil moisture content is
high.

Generally, sites with large trees, numerous small trees or large boulders are unsuitable for a
mound system because of the difficulty in properly preparing the surface and the reduced infiltration
area available beneath the system. In areas that are suitable, all trees and stumps shall be cut at grade
and removed. Other vegetation (brush, vines, weeds and grass) shall be cut as close to grade as possible
and removed. All leaves, limbs and boulders above grade shall also be removed. Root structure below
grade should not be removed. Rototilling or soil scarification with construction equipment is not
allowed. The proposed mound area shall be plowed to a depth of about seven (7) to eight (8) inches
preferably with a double-bottomed blade/furrow plow with the furrow turned upslope or a backhoe
equipped with plowing blades. Other methods that will promote infiltration and not destroy soil structure
may also be used.

After the site has been cleared and plowed all traffic shall be excluded. Fill should be placed on
the site immediately after it is prepared to avoid undesirable changes to the plowed native soil, (traffic,
compaction, erosion). Fill material can be deposited on the site with a front-end loader or pushed on
from the side (preferably the upslope side) using a track type machine with at least six (6) inches of fill
beneath the tracks. At no time should ruts be made in the plowed area.

The fill material shall cover the entire mound area. The required trenches or bed shall be
constructed in the fill. Construction of the absorption system in the fill material shall be in accord with
Figures 30, 30A, 31, 31A, 32, 32A and 32B, including distribution laterals being installed parallel to
the contour lines of the native soil prior to installing fill. The bottom of the absorption system shall be
level. The bottom and sidewalls of the absorption trenches or bed shall be raked prior to installing. The
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aggregate in the trenches or bed shall be completely covered with a permeable non-woven geotextile to
prevent infiltration of soil into the aggregate.
The tapered slopes of the fill shall not exceed one (1) vertical to three (3) horizontal. The entire
mound including the tapers shall be covered with six (6) inches of topsoil and seeded to grass.
Appropriate curtain drains and diversion ditches shall be constructed uphill from the mound on
sloped sites to prevent ground water from interfering with absorption system operation or surface water
from entering the mound.

10.4 Intermittent Sand Filters

10.4.1 General Information

Intermittent sand filters, as depicted in Figure 33, utilize the intermittent application of settled
wastewater to a bed of specified and layered granular material with under drains to collect and discharge
the filtered effluent. Effluent is intermittently spread across the surface of a bed of specified sand (at
least 24 inches thick) via perforated distribution lines installed in an upper layer of aggregate. A three
(3) inch layer of 1/8 to 1/4 inch diameter washed crushed stone or washed gravel is placed beneath the
sand layer and above a layer of 3/4 to 1-1/2 washed aggregate (at least ten (10) inches thick). Perforated
collector pipes are installed in the bottom layer of aggregate to collect filtered wastewater for
distribution to a subsurface soil absorption area for final treatment. Sand filter effluent shall be
discharged to a subsurface absorption facility (to a downstream absorption mound or modified shallow
trench system).

Intermittent sand filters and downstream absorption systems should only be used on large lots.
These systems are not intended for use where the surface soil is impermeable since the absorption
system would exhibit continuous weeping. The downstream absorption system may exhibit some
weeping of double-filtered wastewater during the wet season. Hence, the absorption systems should be
located distant from residences and property lines.

10.4.2 Site Requirements

An intermittent sand filter system may be used where site investigation demonstrates all of the
following conditions exist:

(1) All horizontal separation distances shown in Table 2 must be maintained for the proposed sand
filter plus the downstream absorption system. All minimum horizontal separation distances shall
be measured from the outer edge of the taper of the absorption system and outer edge of the sand
filter.

(2) The bottom of the sand filter collector pipes shall be at least two (2) feet above the maximum
high ground water elevation.

(3) Determine that development of the site with a sand filter and downstream absorption system is

consistent with the overall development of the area and will cause no adverse environmental
impacts.
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10.4.2.1 Downstream Modified Mound

A modified mound, as depicted in Figure 34, may be used following a sand filter where site
investigation demonstrates the following conditions exist:

(1) The natural slope of the site of the downstream mound must not exceed 12%.

(2) The percolation rate in the upper six (6) inches of in-situ soil at the proposed mound site should
be no slower than 120 minutes per inch. The percolation rate for a twelve (12) inch deep
percolation test hole has no limitation (it may be much slower than 120 minutes per inch).

10.4.2.2 Downstream Modified Shallow Trench System

Note that Appendix 75-A refers to using an absorption bed instead of trenches. Due to the
increased effective sidewall infiltration area per lineal foot, however, trenches are preferred over
absorption beds. A modified shallow trench system, depicted in Figure 35, may be used following a
sand filter where site investigation demonstrates the following conditions exist:

(1) The natural slope of the downstream-modified shallow trench must not exceed 15%.

(2) The percolation rate in the upper six (6) inches of in situ soil at the proposed downstream
modified shallow trench system site should be no faster than one (1) minute per inch and no
slower than sixty (60) minutes per inch. The percolation rate for a twelve (12) inch deep
percolation test hole has no limitation (it may be much slower than sixty (60) minutes per
inch).

10.4.3 Intermittent Sand Filter - Design Criteria

The maximum allowable daily effluent application rate to the sand filter shall be 1.15 gpd/ft*
when pressure distribution or dosing is used and 1.0 gpd/ft* for gravity distribution.

Design of an intermittent sand filter and downstream absorption system shall be based upon the
daily design flow rate and the results of a site investigation including topography, slope, ground water
elevation, rock outcroppings, soil permeability, vegetation and land drainage. An intermittent sand filter
is depicted in Figure 33. An impervious material such as a 30-mil plastic liner or a-six (6) inch layer of
relatively impermeable clay is recommended to be used under and along the sides of all proposed sand
filters. This is especially the case when located upon any rock, shale or other susceptible geology to
prevent short-circuiting of wastewater to an aquifer and to minimize surface water infiltration. When a
liner system is used, a daily design flow figure of 100% should be used for the downstream mound or
modified shallow trench system sizing.

Septic tanks installed upstream of an intermittent sand filter shall have dual compartments or two
tanks in series. Use of an effluent filter on the septic tank outlet is strongly recommended. An effluent
filter or gas deflection baffle is required when a garbage grinder can reasonably be expected at the time
of construction or in the future.

Pressure distribution or a dosing system shall be used to apply effluent to a sand filter with 300
lineal feet or more of distributors or 900 square feet or more of filter area. Pressure distribution or
dosing is recommended for all sand filters; however, gravity distribution may be used for sand filters of
less than 300 lineal feet of distributors or less than 900 square feet of filter area. Pressure distribution
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pumps shall be selected to maintain a minimum pressure of one psi (2.3 feet of head) at the downstream
end of each distributor line during the distribution cycle. Perforated distributor lines shall be installed a
maximum of three (3) feet center to center and 1.5 feet from the filter sidewall.

The downstream end of each pressure distributor shall be capped. Perforated pressure
distribution lines shall be one (1) to three (3) inches in diameter and installed level.

The downstream end of each dosed distributor may be capped or vented (via an individual or
common vent). Perforated distributor lines for dosed systems shall be three (3) to four (4) inches in
diameter and installed level.

The downstream end of each gravity distributor may be capped or vented (via an individual or
common vent). Perforated distributor lines for gravity systems shall be four (4) inches in diameter and
have a slope of 1/16 to 1/32 inch per foot.

When soil cover above the filter (above the permeable geotextile and aggregate surrounding the
distributors) exceeds 24 inches, the downstream end of distributors (when dosed or gravity flow is used)
or the upstream end of collector pipes (when pressure distribution used) should be manifolded and
connected to a downward facing screened vent to provide oxygen to the wastewater-sand interface.

Four (4) inch diameter perforated collector pipes beneath the filter shall be centered between
distributor pipes, have a maximum center to center spacing of twelve (12) feet, have a maximum spacing
from the filter sidewall of six (6) feet and have a slope of 1/16 to 1/8 inch per foot. The liner or soil
surface beneath the filter shall be sloped toward the trenches in which the underdrains are laid. The
trenches beneath the underdrains shall have a slope of 1/16 to 1/8 inch per foot.

It is recommended that the distribution system to the sand filter utilize pressure distribution.
Whether pressure distribution or dosing is utilized, the filter should be dosed at least (5) times daily
based upon the daily design flow rate. Timed dosing is the preferred dosing method to control dosing
times and allow for consistent resting periods. For pump or siphon dosing, the volume of each dose
should be approximately 75% of the volume of the distribution lines or five (5) times a day whichever is
smaller.

It is recommended to incorporate design methods of improving oxygen exchange within the filter
such as increasing the dose frequency (thus reducing dose volume) and/or including a venting system in
the filter with vents extended to the atmosphere. Vents may need to include an odor-scouring device
such as an activated carbon filter installed on the end of the vent.

The granular sand treatment layer of media must be coarse enough to permit a sufficient flow
rate yet fine enough to provide adequate treatment. Media that is too coarse lowers the wastewater
retention time to a point where treatment becomes inadequate. Media with small grain size slows the
water movement and increase the chance of clogging. The effective grain size (EGS) and uniformity
coefficient (Uc) are the principal characteristics of granular media treatment systems. The sand media
shall have an EGS of 0.25 to 1.0 mm (i.e., sieve sizes number sixty (60) to slightly larger than number
twenty (20)). The EGS is defined by the size of screen opening where 90% of a sample of granular
media is retained on the screen and 10% passes through the screen and is referred to as Djg. A log-log
plot of mechanical sand analysis is used to determine EGS. If nitrification is not required by the local
health department, the EGS shall be in the range of 0.5 to 1.0 mm (i.e., sieve sizes slightly smaller than
number thirty (30) to slightly larger than number twenty (20)). All sand shall pass a 1/4 inch sieve.

The Uc of the sand shall not exceed 4.0 (i.e., Dgo/D1o < 4.0 where Dy is the size of sieve opening
at which 60% of the sand particles pass through and 40% is retained and D is the size of sieve opening
at which 10% of the sand particles pass through and 90% is retained). The uniformity coefficient is a
numeric estimate of how sand is graded, and is a dimensionless number. The term “graded” relates to
where the concentrations of sand particles are located by size. Sand with all the particles in two (2) size
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ranges would be defined as narrowly graded sand and would have a low Uc. Sand with near equal
proportions in all the fractions would be defined as widely graded sand and would have a high Uc value.
The larger the Uc the less uniform the sand. It is important that the sand grains all be relatively uniform
(a smaller Uc).

INTERMITTENT SANDFILTER SAND SPECIFICATIONS
Uniform course to medium sand | Minimize fines: <4% passing #200 sieve
Effective Grain Size (EGS) 0.25 - 1.00mm
Uniformity Coefficient (Uc) <4

Note: ASTM C33 washed concrete sand will not typically meet the preferred intermittent sand filter
sand criteria because there will typically be too much fine material. Modification can be made to limit
the amount of fines by having less than 4% pass a #200 sieve. Most sand and gravel distributors should
be able to manufacturer this material.

10.4.3.1 Downstream Modified Mound - Design Criteria

Effluent from the sand filter collector pipes is most often discharged to a mound that is
constructed above the original ground surface. The size of the mound shall be based upon the estimated
quantity of filtered effluent reaching the sand filter collector pipes and an application rate of 1.2 gpd/f‘[2 .
to a mound utilizing absorption trenches regardless of the underlying soil percolation rate at twelve (12)
inches below grade. Absorption beds are not allowed in a mound following a sand filter. A percolation
rate no slower than 120 minutes per inch is necessary in the upper six (6) inches of in situ soil to prevent
rapid fluid seepage on the soil surface.

Some of the effluent applied to the sand filter may percolate the soil beneath an un-lined sand
filter. The estimated quantity of effluent reaching the sand filter collector pipes shall not be less than
85% of the daily design flow rate to the sand filter. If the percolation rate of the soil beneath the sand
filter is approximately 120 minutes per inch, a design flow figure of 85% may be used. If a percolation
rate of > 180 minutes per inch occurs at the soil beneath the sand filter, a daily design flow figure of
95% may be used. If a liner system is used or an impermeable clay soil exists, a design flow figure of
100% should be used.

The site for a proposed downstream mound plus the expansion area shall not exceed 12% slope
for naturally occurring soil. Downstream modified mound designs shall be similar to mound designs as
discussed in Section 10.3 of this Handbook and as shown in Figure 34. Fill material for a downstream
mound shall consist of medium sand with a percolation rate tested at the borrow pit, between five (5)
and thirty (30) minutes per inch. All minimum horizontal and vertical separation distances as described
in Figure 34, Table 2 and Table 4 shall be met for the proposed downstream mound system and
expansion area. The six (6) inch layer of permeable soil should extend 100 feet radially from the
downstream mound in the direction of flow. Since mounds downstream from a sand filter may exhibit
some weeping during the wet season, the mounds should be located distant from the residence and at
least 100 feet from any property line.

A pressure distribution network is required and the distribution laterals shall be installed parallel
to the contours of the site. The width of the system (up and down slope) shall be no wider than twenty
(20) feet (outside edge of trench to outside edge of trench). Construction concerns previously noted for
mound systems are applicable to mounds receiving sand filter effluent.
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Differences between Mounds and “Modified Mounds” Following a Sand Filter:

Design Feature Mound Modified Mound

Absorption Area Option Trenches or Bed Trenches Only
Varies based upon percolation

Application Rate rate of fill material and 1.2 gpd/ft?
absorption area type

Daily Design Flow 100% 85% - 100%

Depth of Fill Between Plowed

Gr:de and Bottom of Trench(es) I foot 2 feet

Useable soil Depth (1-120mpi) 1 foot 6 inches

Basal Area for slope Varies with slope % Not applicable

If a specific waiver is granted to allow use of gravity distribution to a downstream mound (in lieu
of required pressure distribution), recommended design modifications include: (a) the trench lengths
listed in Table 6A or as calculated from Table 6B are used (this means absorption beds would not be
allowed) and (b) the perforated distribution lines shall not exceed sixty (60) feet in length.

10.4.3.2 Downstream Modified Shallow Trench - Design Criteria

A modified shallow absorption trench system may be used in-lieu-of a downstream mound to
provide subsurface dispersal of sand filter effluent when at least six (6) inches of in-situ unsaturated soil
with a percolation rate of one (1) to sixty (60) minutes per inch exists. Sufficient soil similar to the in-
situ permeable soil fill shall be provided to assure a trench depth of at least eighteen (18) inches with a
minimum one (1) foot depth of aggregate filled sidewall contacting permeable soil as shown in
Figure 35. Trenches shall be designed upon the estimated quantity of effluent reaching the collector
pipes and an application rate of 1.2 gpd/ft* for two (2) feet wide trenches. Parallel trench sidewalls shall
be separated by six (6) feet of soil and shall be located at least 20 feet from drainage ditches. Trenches
should be as long as possible to minimize multiple parallel trenches. Distributor length shall not exceed
60 feet for gravity flow and 100 feet for pressure distribution. The finished slope of the fill shall not
exceed one (1) vertical to three (3) horizontal and the area must be seeded with grass.

10.4.4 Intermittent Sand Filter — Construction

Preparation of the site on which the sand filter is to be located includes clearing of excess
vegetation (including trees, stumps, roots and brush), excavation of filter area and site grading.

Following excavation and grading, perforated collector pipes are installed in the sloped filter
bottom designed to direct passing filtered wastewater to the collector pipes. Collector pipes are installed
at a slope of 1/16 to 1/8 inch per foot. At least two (2) inches of aggregate (washed gravel or crushed
stone 3/4 to 1 1/2 inches in diameter) shall surround the lower half of the four (4) inch diameter collector
pipes. At least four (4) inches of aggregate shall underlay the entire system (above the graded soil and
above the top of the collector pipes) and its upper surface shall be as level as possible.

A three (3) inch layer of 1/8 to 1/4 inch diameter washed gravel or crushed stone shall be spread
across the entire bed of aggregate to minimize movement of the specified filter sand media into the
aggregate and collector pipes.

A minimum of 24 inches of approved filter sand (EGS of 0.25 to 1.0 mm and all sand passing a
1/4 inch sieve, Uc < 4.0) shall be placed above the three (3) inch layer of 1/8 to 1/4 inch stone or gravel.
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The filter sand layer should be settled by “flooding and release” before distribution pipes and aggregate
is placed on top of the sand bed.

A two (2) inch layer of aggregate shall be placed upon the entire sand bed. A distribution
network (gravity, dosing or pressure distribution) shall be installed on the aggregate. Additional
aggregate shall be installed to provide a minimum depth of four (4) inches across the entire sand surface
and at least two (2) inches above the distribution pipes. Figure 33 depicts the recommended uniform
eight (8) inch layer of aggregate containing distributor pipes across the entire sand surface.

Permeable non-woven geotextile, untreated building paper or four (4) inches of hay or straw
shall be placed over the entire bed of aggregate to prevent the infiltration of fine soil into the sand filter
media. The entire surface of the filter shall be covered with six (6) to twelve (12) inches of topsoil
mounded to enhance runoff of precipitation from the filter (> 1% slope) and seeded to grass.
Appropriate diversion ditches or berms shall be constructed uphill from the sand filter on sloped sites to
prevent surface runoff from entering the sand filter.

10.4.4.1 Downstream Modified Mound — Construction

Construction of a downstream absorption mound shall be in accordance with all conditions noted
in Section 10.3.4 of this Handbook.

10.4.4.2 Downstream Modified Shallow Trench — Construction

Construction of a modified shallow trench system shall be in accordance with construction
criteria for shallow trench systems in Section 9.12.4 of this Handbook. Modified shallow trenches shall
be constructed in the fill and at least six (6) inches into the in-situ permeable and unsaturated soil.
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Other Onsite Wastewater
Treatment or Wastewater
Management Systems

In rare cases where a soil absorption area cannot be installed because water and plumbing are not
available, power is not available or to resolve a failing system on limited sites, “wastewater
containment” or a “no discharge” type system may be necessary or more practicable as a means of
wastewater treatment or management. For these systems, the residual or accumulated wastes must be
removed periodically by a NYSDEC permitted septage waste transporter and either taken to a
wastewater treatment plant or disposed of in another approved manner. Examples may be hunting
camps, remote camps or boat only access lands.

11.1 Holding Tanks

The use of holding tanks shall not be used for new residential construction regardless of full-time
or part-time occupancy, except when temporary occupancy of a dwelling is allowed while the OWTS is
under construction or when installation is delayed due to weather conditions (such as freezing
temperatures or excessive rain). Holding tanks are only intended to meet the above noted exception or
to correct existing failing OWTS when no other alternative exists. Holding tanks are not deemed
acceptable for long-term use at year-round residences due to high maintenance costs and continuous
operation attention. If considered on a permanent basis due to extreme hardship to replace a failed
system and no other options are available, approval may be required by the local code enforcement
official (CEO), LHD or other agency having jurisdiction.

Tank size shall be based upon a minimum of five (5) days design flow or 1,000 gallons,
whichever is greater, and meet the same construction standards as a septic tank except that the holding
tank shall not have an outlet. The holding tank must be designed, installed and maintained in a way that
promotes ease of access for pumping and cleanup. Holding tanks should be provided with access to
grade. The access should be provided with a cover that is water tight and lockable to prevent
inappropriate or unapproved access. Holding tanks may need to be properly vented through the house
vent stack to avoid odor issues and related nuisances.

All holding tanks shall be equipped with an alarm (audible and visual) located in a conspicuous
place to indicate when pump out is necessary. The owner should have a contract for service with a
NYSDEC permitted septage waste transporter to pump the holding tank as needed. A solenoid valve on
the water service line to the household (upstream of all fixtures and immediately downstream of a
hydropneumatic tank, if one exists) should also be considered to avoid holding tank overflows. Water
saving fixtures should be installed and water saving practices should be implemented in any home being
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served by a holding tank to minimize pump out maintenance costs. Waste management districts or
RME:s are recommended for areas with numerous holding tanks to provide continuous inspection and
maintenance services.

11.2 Non-Waterborne Systems

11.2.1 General Information

The Residential Code of New York State requires wet plumbing (potable water and wastewater
treatment system) for all new residences. Minimal required plumbing fixtures may be omitted for
owner-occupied single-family dwellings if approved by the local code enforcement official. The water
distribution and wastewater treatment system of any building or premises where plumbing fixtures are
installed shall be connected to an existing public water supply or public sewer system, respectively, if
available. When either a public water supply or public sewer system, or both, are not available or
connection is not feasible, a residential water supply (drilled well) or residential OWTS or both, shall be
provided. In some areas of the State where in the unusual case available water becomes insufficient to
economically use flush toilets or where a need exists to conserve water, the use of non-waterborne
systems may be justified and allowed at the discretion of the local health department or other agency
having jurisdiction. In those cases, other household wastewater (greywater) from sinks, showers, tubs,
and other fixtures must receive proper treatment (septic tank and soil absorption). Greywater systems
shall be designed upon a flow of 75 gpd/bedroom and meet all the criteria previously shown for
treatment of residential wastewater in this handbook. Due to the potential for contamination from
pathogens, greywater should not be used for any type of irrigation purposes (vegetable or flower
gardens, lawns, trees, etc.) and shall receive proper subsurface treatment.

11.2.2 Composters

These units accept human waste into a chamber where composting of the waste occurs.
Composter units shall be installed and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions.
The units shall have a label indicating compliance with the requirements of NSF Standard 41 or
equivalent. Only units with a manufacturer's warranty of five (5) years or more shall be installed.

Composting toilets are designed to store and compost by aerobic bacterial digestion only toilet
wastes and kitchen food scraps. To enhance digestion, supplemental additions of carbon-rich bulking
agents such as vegetable matter, grass clippings, leaves, finely chopped straw, wood chips, planer
shavings or coarse sawdust are added to the waste pile. The greywater originating from bathing
facilities, sinks and washing machines must be collected, treated and disposed separately. Composters
also need to be located and vented so that they can be operated and maintained without creating a public
health hazard or odor nuisance. Household cleaning products should not be placed in the unit. Failure
to add adequate bulking agents or maintain adequate moisture can result in the composting pile
becoming hard and difficult to remove or become anaerobic. The composted humus contains numerous
bacteria which could be pathogenic (cause disease). Due to potential exposure to pathogens, it is
recommended that homeowners not personally remove the residual wastes (composted humus) and
instead arrange for the residual wastes to be periodically removed by a NYSDEC permitted septage
waste transporter.
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11.2.3 Chemical and Recirculating Toilets

Chemical toilets provide a toilet seat located directly above a vault containing chemicals to
disinfect and control odors from the wastewater. Recirculating toilets use chemicals as the toilet flush
liquid. The wastes are separated from the liquid and discharged to an internal holding tank. The
chemical liquid is reused for additional toilet flushing. The liquids used in these types of toilets do not
completely disinfect the wastes so the residual waste products shall not be discharged to surface waters
or the ground surface. The reduced volume wastewater from recirculating toilets may be discharged to a
larger holding tank but not to a subsurface absorption system due to the presence of chemicals in the
liquid. Residual wastes or spent chemical liquid in these systems shall be periodically removed by a
NYSDEC permitted septage waste transporter.

11.2.4 Incinerator Toilets

These units accept human waste into a chamber where the wastes are burned. The units have a
very limited capacity and require a source of electricity or fuel to burn the wastes. The units should be
certified in accordance with National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) Protocol P157 or equivalent. The ash
remains must be periodically removed and should be disposed according to local solid waste regulations.
The units must be installed in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. These units routinely
produce objectionable odors at the start of each incineration cycle as the temperature rises to its proper
operating range. To avoid creating public health nuisances from objectionable odors, the separating
distance from the unit exhaust stack to the nearest property line or other habitable buildings should be at
least 500 feet.

11.2.5 Privies and Out-Houses

Approval for the installation of a privy for a “single family occupied residence” may be required
by the local code enforcement official and/or local health department. Privies and out-houses may be an
excavated pit, watertight vault, or removable watertight receptacle. Privies and out-houses are the least
desirable wastewater treatment/management systems, particularly excavated pits that discharge into the
underlying soils. A composter or vault type privy is preferred. If an excavated pit type privy is installed,
the pits shall be constructed in soil with the bottom of the pit at least two (2) feet above bedrock and/or
maximum high ground water. Table 2 separation distances for non-waterborne systems shall be met.
An excavated pit is assumed to be on-site discharge vs. a watertight vault emptied by a NYSDEC
permitted waste transporter (offsite residual disposal)

The privy structure shall be fly and vermin tight with a self-closing door, screened vents, and
screened exterior openings. Conventional toilet seats may be installed for user comfort. The toilet seat is
located directly above the receiving pit/vault/receptacle. Grading should prevent entrance of surface
water into the pit. When excreta in the pit is within 18 inches of ground level, the pit contents should be
removed/pumped out or covered with 18 inches of soil. The framed enclosure is usually constructed to
facilitate pump out or relocation over a new pit. Pump out of vaults or exchanges of receptacles shall be
accomplished before the vessel is full and causes interference with use. The waste contains numerous
bacteria which could be pathogenic (cause disease). Due to potential exposure to pathogens, it is
recommended that homeowners not personally remove the residual wastes and instead arrange for the
residual wastes to be periodically removed by a NYSDEC permitted septage waste transporter.
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Operation and Maintenance of
Onsite Wastewater Treatment
Systems

OWTSs will not function properly if left unattended. A household OWTS will function
satisfactorily if it is properly located, designed, constructed and maintained. To assure that OWTSs
function satisfactorily, owners should observe the following practices for operating and maintaining
their systems. Information is also available for guidance to homeowners in the NYSDOH document,
“Septic Systems - Operation and Maintenance”. Design professionals, developers, contractors, pumpers,
inspectors should provide this document to homeowners to reinforce the need to properly care for and
maintain their OWTS and its components. A copy of the guide is provided in Appendix F and is
available on the NYSDOH website at http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/septic/.

12.1  Inspection & Maintenance of OWTS Components

12.1.1 Septic Tanks

The contents of the septic tank should be pumped out every two (2) to three (3) years, or
whenever any of the following conditions apply:

(1) The total depth of sludge and scum exceeds 1/3 of the liquid depth of the tank,
(2) The bottom of the scum layer is within three (3) inches of the bottom of the outlet baffle, or
(3) The top of the sludge layer is within ten (10) inches of the bottom of the outlet baffle.

A NYSDEC licensed septage waste transporter (septic tank pumper) can measure tank layers
with a “sludge judge” or similar device and pump out the tank if necessary. Pump out clearances noted
above also apply to any chamber in multi-compartment tanks and to any tanks in series.

If the septic tank is not emptied periodically, excess solids can pass into the absorption facility,
rapid clogging occurs, premature failure follows and finally, the absorption facility must be repaired or
replaced. Periodically pumping a septic tank is far less expensive than replacing an absorption facility.
Septic tanks should be inspected annually to determine structural integrity and ensure that the inlet and
outlet baffles or tees are in place. All baffles, inlet and outlet piping should be inspected using a strong
light. Repairs should be made if necessary.
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Some concrete baffles or sanitary tees may deteriorate over time from caustic gases produced in
the tank. Baffles and tees, which have deteriorated and no longer perform as designed, must be
replaced. The effluent filter and/or gas deflection baffle should be inspected and cleaned following the
pump-out of the tank.

Interior surfaces of the tank should be inspected for leaks and cracks using a strong light
following pump out of the tank. If a crack or leak below the liquid level cannot be repaired or sealed,
the tank must be replaced. If differential (uneven) settlement is evident in the area of the septic tank, the
tank must be properly replaced upon a stable foundation of re-graded sand, pea gravel or crushed stone.

*Do not enter a septic tank, it contains toxic gases and the lack of oxygen can cause gas asphyxiation.

12.1.2 Enhanced Treatment Units (ETU)

ETUs often depend upon mechanical equipment (pumps, blowers, bubblers, control panels) to
function properly and continually produce clarified effluent. The periodic inspection and maintenance of
the equipment is important to ensure the mechanical and structural components of the units are operating
and in good condition. A contract with a manufacturer approved service provider needs to be in place to
ensure the unit(s) are inspected and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s
recommendations-

ETUs listed by NSF as Class I, Standard 40 units come with an initial two (2) year maintenance
contract, warranty and operating manuals. After two (2) years, the owner needs to continue contracts
with qualified service providers to ensure the unit is inspected and maintained in accordance with the
manufacturer’s recommendations for the life of the unit. Without proper maintenance, these units will
fail to perform as designed and reasons for installing the unit(s) will be compromised.

12.1.3 Distribution Devices

Distribution boxes should be inspected periodically to ensure equal flow to all absorption lines
and to check for solids leaving the septic tank. The inlet and outlet pipes should be inspected to assure
that all outlet inverts are at the same elevation and adjust or install flow equalization devices if
necessary. Flow equalization devices (such as speed leveling devices) make it possible to correct
unequal flow distribution with minimal effort. Distribution box baffles should be inspected to make sure
they are properly positioned. Finding solids in a distribution box is indicative of hydraulic overload,
improper septic tank outlet baffles, an undersized septic tank, and/or an overfull septic tank.

Distribution boxes and flow equalization devices permit use of the entire absorption facility
and/or periodic resting of portions of overdesigned absorption facilities (one or more extra trenches).
Periodic six (6) months resting of each lateral is very advantageous to absorption facility longevity and
is recommended. Periodic resting is easily accomplished by use of adjustable flow equalization devices
and outlet plugs in distribution boxes.

A stake should be used to locate distribution box covers below grade. A sketch or plan
indicating measured distances from permanent points (corners of house foundation, property stakes,
utility poles, etc.) to the covers should be retained and used by the owner. The cover of the distribution
box should be kept locked at all times when it is located at or above grade.
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12.1.4 Pump and Siphon Systems

Some systems (dosing or pressure distribution systems) incorporate pumps or a siphon, if
adequate slope exists. In these cases the pump or siphon chamber must be routinely inspected to ensure
proper operation and structural integrity.

Access covers to pump or siphon chambers must be lockable to prevent entry by unauthorized
persons, especially children. Pump or siphon chambers frequently contain toxic gases and must not be
entered by individuals untrained in proper safe entry protocols. Only properly trained persons should
ever attempt to enter or repair such facilities. Pump or siphon chambers must include downward facing
and screened air vents, which should be checked periodically for blockage.

When inspecting pump systems, the effluent pump and alarm should be checked for proper
operation. If duplex pumps are used, both pumps and alarms should be checked. The pump chamber
and plumbing connections should be checked for leaks and groundwater infiltration. Leaks should be
repaired promptly. Float switches controlling pumps should be tested and adjusted for correct discharge
level.

Siphon dosing systems should be inspected semi-annually to assure the wastewater level in the
dosing chamber is within the normal operating range (bottom of bell to below the overflow). The alarm
should be checked for proper operation. The alarm should be set to activate prior to wastewater
discharging from the overflow pipe. Hydraulic bell siphons and snifter tubes can be tested for leaks by
covering the siphon with water and inspecting for air bubbles. The dosing chamber and plumbing
connections should be checked for leaks or groundwater infiltration. Leaks should be repaired promptly.

Dosing and pressure distribution system designers and installers should provide homeowners
with instructions that describe proper operation and maintenance of the system. If the system is already
installed at a time of property transfer, a briefing with the previous owner of their experience with the
system may be helpful.

12.1.5 Absorption Facilities

Proper operation and maintenance of OWTSs increases system lifespan, optimizes wastewater
treatment and helps to prevent system failures. System failures can pollute the environment and create
public health nuisances. Keep trees away from the immediate area of the absorption field as their roots
may enter and clog the system. Keep swimming pools (above or in ground) away from the absorption
facility. Do not pave or build structures over an absorption facility.

The size of an existing system should be evaluated. Owners should consider increasing the size
of an existing septic tank and absorption facilities when additions are made to homes (expansion
bedrooms, installation of additional wastewater generating appliances and fixtures, etc.)

Runoff to the absorption area should be eliminated by re-grading, ditching or berming
surrounding areas. Groundwater diversion may also be necessary to alleviate high groundwater, which
interferes with the proper operation of the facility.

The absorption facility should be observed periodically for surface discharge or ponding of
effluent. Such occurrences could indicate system is in need of repair or replacement. Observation ports
can be installed at the distal end of the absorption trenches, as depicted in Figure 36, to allow
monitoring of the trench system.
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