Onondaga County Board of Elections
Meeting Agenda

February 26, 2025
2:30 PM

Type of Meeting: Decision Making

Commissioners: Dustin Czarny and Kevin Ryan

Invitees: Nicole Walsh, Julie Cook, Michelle Edinger, Sydney Szczesniak

I. Call to Order: Dustin Czarny at 2:30pm

II. Roll Call: Dustin Czarny, Kevin Ryan, Nicole Walsh, Michelle Edinger, Sydney Szczesniak

III. Approval of Agenda: 2 YES /0 NO

IV. New Business

1. Approval of Various Office Policies

a.

b.

Vote by Mail Ballot Distribution 2 YES / 0 NO

Affidavit Spreadsheet 2 YES / 0 NO

Hand Count Guidelines for Tables 2 YES / 0 NO

Objections and Specifications 2 YES / 0 NO

Obtaining Scans of Petitions 2 YES / 0 NO

Petitions and Certificates of Nomination 2 YES / 0 NO

Early Absentee Canvass, Prevention of Double Voting 2 YES / 0 NO

Calculating Independent Nominating Petitions — Tabled for March meeting

V. Adjournment Dustin Czarny at 2:43pm / Kevin Ryan second



ONONDAGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

AGREEMENT OF VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT DISTRIBUTION
COMMISSIONERS DUSTIN M. CZARNY and KEVIN P. RYAN

Wednesday, February 26, 2025

It is the policy of the Onondaga County Board of Elections that:

e All Vote by Mail ballots are mailed if time is allowed.

e Any person or agent designated on a Vote by Mail application to pick
up Vote by Mail ballots for another individual will be granted five (5)
Vote by Mail ballots per day. If a person or agent wishes to drop off
more than five (5) such applications at a time, there will be a one (1)
business day hold on the issuing of the ballots to allow for the BOE to
process the applications as well as notify the recipient by mail and
phone that a ballot is being issued in their name.

e Vote by Mail applications/ballots will not be given out together more
than one (1) week before a Primary or General Election.

o Ballots will be delivered to the post office by commissioners, deputy
commissioners or designees of the commissioners.
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Dustin M. Czarny
Commissioner (D)
Onondaga County Board of Elections
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Kevin P. Ryan

Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections



ONONDAGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

DUSTIN M CZARNY and KEVIN P RYAN
Wednesday, February 26, 2025

Affidavit Spreadsheet

1. The Board of Elections will document every affidavit, good or no good, on the
excel spreadsheet created

2. If any candidate wishes to see the names and parties of said affidavit voters, they
will receive the spreadsheet in its entirety and the candidate can filter those
voters pertaining to their district
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Onondaga County Board of Elections




Onondaga County Board of Elections
Guidelines and Instructions for Hand Count

Bi-partisan teams will be present at each of the 10 tables.
Commissioners will deliver one election district to each counting table throughout the day.

There will be different folders of ballots in each election district box; Early Voting (Red Folder),
Election Day (Grey Folder), Absentee and Affidavit (Green Folder).

An empty red objection folder, and an empty grey voter intent folder will also be provided with
each election district box.

Three tally sheets are provided: Early Voting, Election Day, and Absentee/Affidavit.
Complete the following steps for Election Day, Early Voting and all absentee/affidavit ballots.

Step 1:
Take an overall count of ballots and record on the top of the tally sheet.

Step 2:
Show the front and back of each ballot to the observers.
Place ballot in the proper sorting tray depending on the vote cast for that contest.

Step 3:
Take a final count of each sorting tray and record the number on the tally sheet.

After all trays are counted and recorded, rubber band each individual pile. Place all ballots back
into the box with the corresponding folders on top.

Once steps 1-3 are completed for election day, early voting ballots and absentee/affidavit
ballots, the Red Objection folders, Grey Voter intent folders and all tally sheets are brought to
the Commissioner’s desk for rulings.

Objections and Voter Intent.

Ballots where voters marked outside the voting oval or ballots that show an intentional mark
are set aside for Commissioner Ruling on voter intent. Place inside the Grey Voter Intent
Folder.

If a ballot is objected to at time of showing, record the objection on the back of the ballot in red
pen along with the campaign objecting. Place the ballot inside the Red Objection Folder

Example of what is to be written on the back of the ballot:

Last name of candidate

Objector Name

Reason for objection

Objections must be made at time of showing the ballot!

Only Commissioners are allowed to rule and add to the tally sheets on objected ballots!



Guidelines for determining votes cast.

Stray marks, food stains, etc. will NOT invalidate the ballot.

Intentional marks will invalidate the ballot.

If the mark starts in the voting oval and extends beyond the oval, it will be counted.
Pens that bleed through the ballot will be counted.

Any color ink or pencil will be counted.

Commissioners

The Commissioners will rule on each objection and record on each ballot whether it was added
to the tally. Commissioners will alter the tally sheet after ruling on objections.

The Commissioners will rule on each voter intent ballot giving the parties opportunity to object.
Commissioners will alter the tally sheet after ruling on the voter intent and place the ballots
back in the folder, unless objected to. If they are objected to the Commissioners will write in
red ink on the back of the ballot the objection, the name of the campaign, and whether it was
counted in the tallies.

If both commissioners rule that a ballot is valid it will be part of the tally. If both commissioners
rule against validity it will not count in the tally.

There is a presumed validity of the ballot/vote, a Commissioner’s split would indicate that we
should count the ballot. All ballots that are split will be preserved for statutory time frame.

Commissioners will note any changes in the hand count spreadsheet along with votes cast for
distribution at the end of each night.

The Commissioners will then place all ballots in their proper bin, with the exception of the
objection folder which will be labelled by Election District and reserved for court review.

The Commissioners will then give the table another Election District for hand count.
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Dustin M. Czarny Kevin P. Ryan

Commissioner (D) Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections Onondaga County Board of Elections

Revised: February 26, 2025



Onondaga County Board of Elections

Objections and Specifications
General Objections
Any voter qualified to vote for a particular office may file a General Objection within 3 days after the document is
filed and the Board of Elections. Also, any party member living in the political subdivision may file a general
objection to a party position petition. A general objection must contain the name, address, and office of the
candidate being objected to. The general objection must also contain the name and residence of the objector.

The Objector then has 6 days to file specific objections to the document listing item by item what they believe
should be ruled invalid.

Specific Objections

6 days starts from the time of filing the General Objections by postmark if delivered by mail or timestamp if
delivered in person. Specific Objections must be filed at the Onondaga County Board of Elections. The Objector
must provide proof of service of the Specific Objections by overnight mail or proof of personal service to the
aggrieved party. Service must occur before or on the date of filing. Proof of service can accompany the
specifications or be received by the end of two business days following the filing of specifications whichever is
later. The only forms of overnight mail accepted are USPS Priority Express NEXT DAY-Gold Standard or NEXT DAY
services from DHL Express, FedEx Overnight, and UPS Next Day sufficient.

Specific Objections should be formatted so all objections on single petition page be made on a single objection
page. A separate appendix of codes can be provided as well. See the example on our website.
Any person filing general objections to any designating, independent nominating, or opportunity to ballot petitions

filed with the Onondaga County Board of Elections who thereafter files specifications of their objections to any
such petition with such board shall do so in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-154 of the Election Law. All
such specifications shall substantially comply with the following requirements:

1.) The volume number, page number, and line number of any signature objected to on any petition shall
be set forth in detail. In addition, any portion of any petition or any signature line or witness
statement objected to shall be specifically identified and reasons given for any such objection.

2.) All objections relating to a single petition page in both the individual signature and witness page shall
be grouped together on a single separate page of the specifications (see example on our website).

3.) Symbols and/or abbreviations may be used to set forth objections, provided that a sheet explaining
the meaning of such symbols and/or abbreviations is attached to the specifications.

4.) The total number of signatures objected to shall be set forth.

Any notice and/or determinations relating to a petition for which specifications of objections have been filed shall
be transmitted by the Board of Elections to the objector filing the specifications, provided that any such objector
may designate an attorney or agent to receive any such notice and/or determination on their behalf. Any such
designation shall be in writing and include the name, address, and telephone number of any such attorney or

agent.

PLEASE NOTE: Any petition, certificate of nomination, acceptance, declination, authorization, disqualification,
certificates of substitution, objections, and specifications shall be deemed timely filed and accepted for filing if
sent by mail or overnight delivery service, in an envelope postmarked or showing receipt by the overnight delivery
service prior to midnight of the last day of filing, and received no later than two business days after the last day to
file such certificates, petitions, objections or specifications shall be a fatal defect per NYS Election Law 1-106
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All objection documents will be recorded in the logbook. At the end of each day the objections received will be
posted on the OCBOE website and Facebook page.

Hearings and rulings

The Specific Objections are reviewed by a bipartisan team and their findings are reported to the Commissioners.
The Commissioners notify the objector and the aggrieved party of their findings. The Commissioners will set a
hearing date and all parties involved will be notified by Overnight Mail or if the candidate or objector consents via
electronic correspondence. After the staff does our initial research on the specifications, we will give notice to the
objector and objected to candidate(s) of the date or dates when the board will hold a hearing on the specific
objections and the Board of Election’s preliminary ruling.

At the hearing, either side may present evidence as to why or why not a signature should be validated or
invalidated. A secretary will be present to make record of the proceedings. Commissioners will not rule on cases
of fraud including but not limited to matching or illegible signatures leaving those determinations for court
proceedings. Alterations to the witness statement above the signature line can only be cured through a court
proceeding unless affidavits are filed at time of filing petitions. Cures for wrong town/city in either the witness
statement or signature lines must be received within 3 days of receiving specific objections. Those cures must
show that a valid postal code was used; addresses with a completely incorrect town or postal code cannot be
cured.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Commissioners will make a final determination. It takes a unanimous
decision of the Commissioners to invalidate a document. The parties involved will be notified forthwith by US Mail
and electronic correspondence if provided. The ruling of the Commissioners will be noted in the logbook.

It is the policy of the Board of Elections that when we are in receipt of specifications to objections, we will only
provide copies for the candidate and objector involved. Any other parties must request these documents through
F.O.LL.

W77 077

Dustin M. Czarny Kevin P. Ryan
Commissioner (D) Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections Onondaga County Board of Elections

Revised: February 26, 2025
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ONONDAGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

DUSTIN M CZARNY and KEVIN P RYAN
Wednesday, February 26, 2025

Obtaining Scans of Petitions

1. During the objection period for any candidate petitions copies of the scans of
petitions can be requested via email to either commissioner, deputy, or assistant.
2. Outside of the objection period, past candidate petitions must be obtained

through the County FOIL process.
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Dustin M Czarny
Commissioner (D)
Onondaga County Board of Elections
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Kevin P Ryan
Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections




Onondaga County Board of Elections
Petitions and Certificates of Nomination

Petitions and certificates of nomination are used to designate/nominate candidates.
Designating petitions are used for:
e  Congress
State Senate
State Assembly
County Offices
City Offices
Party Positions
Villages run by the Board of Elections
Some Town Offices (varies by party/by town —see list below)
1. Democrat petitions — Lysander, Manlius, Salina and Spafford
2. Republican petitions - ALL towns EXCEPT Otisco & Spafford
3. Conservative petitions — Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Dewitt, Elbridge, Geddes, Lysander, Manlius, Pompey, Salina and
Van Buren
4. Working Families petitions — ALL towns

ANY TOWN NOT COVERED ABOVE NOMINATES CANDIDATES BY CAUCUS

Caucuses may not be held before the first day to sign a designating petition. The chairman of the party calling the caucus must
publish in a local newspaper within the town at least one (1) week and not more than two (2) weeks prior to the caucus or by
posting in ten (10) public places in the town at least ten (10) days prior. In addition the chairman must file a notice with the town
clerk and the County Board of Elections at least ten (10) days prior to the caucus. These notices of caucus are posted in the counter
area for the public to see them as well as on our website.

Independent Nominating Petitions are used by candidates seeking an independent line and are for all offices including town offices.

The number of signatures needed to qualify on any type of petition is determined by New York State Election Law.

A designating petition for the designation of candidates for an office to be filled must be signed by 5% of the active enrolled voters
of the political party in the political unit unless the statutory numbers are less. See New York State Election Law §6-136.

An independent nominating petition for the nomination of candidates for an office to be filled by the voters of a political unit must
be signed by voters numbering 5% of the total number of votes cast for governor at the last gubernatorial election in such unit,
excluding blank and void votes unless the statutory numbers are less. See New York State Election Law §6-142.

Petitions and certificates are filed with the Board of Elections during time frames established by election law. (Check political
calendar for each year)

PLEASE NOTE: Any petition, certificate of nomination, acceptance, declination, authorization, disqualification, certificates of
substitution, objections, and specifications shall be deemed timely filed and accepted for filing if sent by mail or overnight delivery
service, in an envelope postmarked or showing receipt by the overnight delivery service prior to midnight of the last day of filing,
and received no later than two business days after the last day to file such certificates, petitions, objections or specifications shall be
a fatal defect per NYS Election Law 1-106

When petitions are turned in, they will be time stamped immediately and a copy of the cover sheet with the time stamp showing
will be given to the person delivering or if delivered by mail, a copy returned via first class mail to the candidate or agent on file.
The petitions will be logged in and a list will be posted on the Onondaga County Board of Elections website and Facebook page
each night. As soon as practicable petitions for public office will be reviewed by a bi-partisan team to determine the number of
submitted signatures by counting the number of signatures indicated in the witness statement on each page as part or prima facie
review. Any petition with less than the required signature amounts will be rejected as invalid. Party offices can be reviewed at

the request of either commissioner.

All materiajs
lock.

@éiv-d"auring this process are secured in a room located within the Board of Elections with a double key bipartisan
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Dustin M. Cia_[__ny" Kevin P. Ryan
Commissioner (D) Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections Onondaga County Board of Elections
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ONONDAGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

PROCEDURE FOR EARLY CANVASS OF ABSENTEE AND MAIL BALLOTS;
PREVENTION OF DOUBLE VOTING AND PREMATURE RELEASE OF RESULTS

COMMISSIONERS DUSTIN M. CZARNY and KEVIN P. RYAN
February 26, 2025

The Onondaga County Board of Elections shall follow the attached guidance from the New York
State Board of Elections in relation to the early canvass of absentee and mail ballot.

In the effort to prevent double voting, our office shall conduct the following procedures:

e Before the Board of canvassers opens the ballot envelope, they will compare the voter’s
name to a list of ballots received and handled through the cure process. If the voter’s
name does not appear on this list, the ballot will not be opened until it is handled
through the cure process and properly tracked.

e Before the Board of canvassers opens the ballot envelope, they will compare the voter’s
name to a list of voters who have been issued and returned a second ballot.

e During early voting, voter history will be uploaded to our voter registration system on a
daily basis at the close of each poll. Any subsequent ballot received during and after
early voting, will be reviewed against in person history to be sure the voter has not cast
a vote.

In the effort to prevent premature release of results, our office will be tabulating absentee and
early mail ballots using the currently certified Clear Count 2.4 system. This system gives the
ability to suppress results prior to election night.

Onondaga County will begin to tabulate results from early voting and absentee and mail ballots
at 8:00 PM on election night.

Onondaga County utilizes clean memory sticks for each day of early voting at each of the
County’s early voting sites. While ClearBallot ClearCast Go voting systems has the printing
ability of the results tape suppressed, the ability to view and print results on the screen of the
machine after closing polls is still available. To lessen the chance of premature release of
results, the polls will not be closed on the machines at the early voting site. The memory sticks
containing the results of that day’s early voting will be brought back to the Onondaga County

Boa%’ ections where a bipartisan team will load them into a machine and close the polls.

i /
Dustin M—€zarny Kevin P. Ryan
Commissioner (D) Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections Onondaga County Board of Elections
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General Provisions

Overview

>

The new law chaﬂges the way that absentee ballots are handled by County Boards of Elections upon
thelr receipt. Whereas under previous law, absentes ballots were kept sealed and not canvassed until
after Election Day, the new law now requlres that absentees be reviewad and prepared for scanning
prior to Election Day on a rolling basis, With regard to the scanning of absentee ballots itself, It should
be made clear that thisIs not to.be done on a rolling basis. Rather, it is only to take place at two times
prior to Election Day — on the day before the first day of Early Voting dnd after the close‘of polls on the
Jast day of Early Voting. At no polnt should any absentee ballots be manually. caavassed prior to Election

Day, )
- The diagram below provides a very basic overview of the pmcess to be fﬁHDWEd for’ handiing ballots”
recelved prior to E!ectxon Day.

Abséntee Ballot Board of sanvessers
Is secelyed by - mvlawssavelopalon |
County Bozsid dalsimins vaildity

¥ invaltd, sat selite for
poat-slacilop reviaw

3o
G

H#valid, open envelogs i nos-gurahle defaoh,

P f?ﬁc?

and seview for defact{s) set aslde for post-siection
I a0t exannasls, stors seviswandgepd notleel, i
3spstraly for post-atection ) Send voter nalley
4 menuslcanyess . ® ' - Infarning them of
] e 8@ sliarnative voilng
i
g i N ¥ np defacs, Ly oplions andlor
. brdefact strsd revlaaue ballof |
savlaw loracannshbllity . \
. ¥ scannable, propere ¢ gurabla dafect, est asida
ballat for scanning and e . =nd send cure Roflce -
store securely a . \
& - h - Send voler nolits with
£53E E@ e affrmation and
: Ingipdetions on ow

i ) fe satum
to Indicats thet they fiave ’ D 1§ yoter ratumna fimely g :
voted It sueh s!sm(pn compleled snes afffimation,

Updele the vater's reqord
pm-nea‘s bal!ak

The mfarmatxon set; forth below sewes to provide a more detalled overview of the processes to be
followedas a result of the racent changes in law, As always, should you have any questions about any of
the materlal below, please do not hesitate 1o contact the State Board of Elactions for more information,

Pravention of D@ubﬁev«a&ﬁng and Premature. Reﬂease of Resulis

Samé!ar to proced ures previously established for Early Voting, the bc»ard of elections shall adopt
pmcec?ures, consistent with regulations of the state board of elections, to prevent voters from voting
more than once and to secure ballots and prevent public release of election results prlor to elaction day.
Such procedures shalt be consistent with the regulations of the state board of elections and shall be filed
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with the state board of elections at least filnety days before they shali be effective. Existing procedures
for Early Voting may be expandead to Intluds the early canvassing of absentae ballots to maintain

consistency.

At the Poll Site

If a voter's name appaars in the poll book or computer generated registration list with a notation
indicating that the board of elections has Issued the voter an ghsantee, militar}f or special ballot, such
voter shall not be permitted to vote on a voting machine at an early voting siteor on election day but

may vote by affidavit baliot,

Watchers

Nothing in'this law prohibiis a representative of a candidate, political party, or independent bedy
entitled to have watchers present at the polils in any election district in'the board’s jurisdiction from
ebserving the review of ballot envelopes. Such representatives can shserve the opening process, but
they cannot make any objsctions that would cause a ballot to be set aside, preventing opening of the
absentee envelops, Whather to open the ballot envelope is 3 determination made solely by the board
of canvassers: Pursuant to the new Jaw, a candidate or chjector cap no lenger go to court to challenge
the board of canvassers” dacision to open and count an absentes ballot. If the board of canvassers splits
as to whether a baliot Is valid, such ballot shall be brepared io be cast and canvassed, Also, since the

- ballots are prepared for later scanning without examining the face of the ballot, observers cannot
inspect the face of the ballot to make any objections on the ballot ftself, In this. way, absentes gnd

- affidavit ballots are treated in a manner consistent with election day voters’ ballots, which are placed
into the scanner directly without any prios review. Additional changes made In this feglslation relsting to
challenges are outlined in article 16, where 2 court cannot alter the canvass schedule unless a candidate
demonstrates o the court clear and. convincing evidence a change to the schedulé is neaded,

Proc:ess}ing Ballots

Cerrtral Board of Canvassars -

Within 4 days of the recelpt of the first absentee ballot {including military, special federa),
special ballots, eic), board must designate central board of canvassers.

Central board of canvassers shall consist of at least one setof poll clerks, and that each such set
shell be divided equally between reprasentatives of the two major political parties.

If the central board of canvassers splits as to whether a Ballet is valid, it shall Immediately
prepare such ballot to be east and canvassed. .

i caﬁvassing board finds that ministerial error by the board of elections or any of its employees
caused 3 baflot envilope not to be valid on its facs, it shall process the ballot for scanning as if it

ware valid.



How %o process a baliot

- Onceyou have determined that an individual is properly reglstered and has requeasted an
absentee ballot, the envelope shalf be opened and the ballot(s) shall be taken out, unfolded,
stacked face down and placed in a secure ballot hox or envelope. The vaters record shall then be
updated with a notation that the voter has voted in the election. The bailots shall be held untit
the appropriate time'io scan them.

Timeframe for the pma:essxﬁ_g of a ballot

- Prior to Election Day = within 4 days of recelpt

- " On orafter Election Day = within 1 day of recelpt

Organization of ballots for pracessﬁwé

All ballois frem a single election district shall be assﬁgnéd toa single set of clerks.

Examﬁnaﬁen of balict eﬁveéopes

1. Identify ballots to be set aside for post-election review, Board of canvassers to indicate on the
bailot envelope, in red ink, the spécific reason for invalidity. In the case where there is a spiit
between the canvassers asto whether or not a ballot mests the specific criteria set forth In the
list below for invalidity, that ball ot should be set aside for post-election review.

a. Voter notregistered
b. Mo votér name on affirmation envelope {regardless of signature)
¢ Nottimely postmarked or received

I Any absenee ballot delivered in person and recelved by the board on or before
the closs of pells on Eﬂectiora Da‘y shali be tonsidered to ba timely,

i Any absentee ballet received by the bioard via mail, and net bearing a postmark,
shall be considered timely if received on or before the day after Election Day.

d. Bothouterand inn ar envelopes unsealed

I The board shall notiiy the voter by mall, sent within three business days of such
rejection, and by elther electronic mall or telephione, if such information js
availabla to the board In the voter” s registration Information, and notify the

* voter of othar options for voting, ard if time permits, provide the voter with a



ii. new ballot, (see State Bogrd’s Cure Procedures for more iﬁ'formaﬁdn)

" 2. Voters who returned multile baliots

as If board issued 3 second, baliot, any initial ballot should be set aside unopened to
provide _t%he voter time to return the,second hallot,

b. Both timely?
. One with later date of execution accepted and other{s) reJected

L. Unless earfier one alraady opéned. Then set aside more recent one
unopenad, - B

. Can't deterr}t‘ine? Al baliots rejected
"3. Compare signature on envelope againlst votér record {same name & address}

a, [f the signatures are found o corvespond, such central board of canvassers shalf certify
thereto, indicating a5 much on the envelope with the initials of inspectors from both

parties.

b. Ifsignatures 'dq'not match; follow guldance for curable defact,

4. ¥ voter registered, requested a ballot and signature matches:
. 8. The ballot envelope shall be opanad, the _baﬂfoi':(s) withdrawn from the envebpe.

I l_f'Prinjnary Eigctlon ballot, confirm voter is of praper party. In previewing the
ballat, the board shall take all measures necessary to ensure the privacy of

voters.

‘ . [fyes, place ballot(s) unfolded, stacked fate down and depositad ina
secure ballot box or envelope, . ’

2. I not, baliot shafl be r;?jectaéi and shall be returned to ths ballot
envelope which shall be endorsed "ot enrolled”, -

iI. Aside from confirmation of proper envollment, no further review of the ballot or
the votes contained thereln, shall be made,

"Il i abaliot envelope shall contain more than one ballot for the same offices, al}
the balfots in such ballot envelops shall be rejected; . '



iv. As each ballot envelope Is opened, if one or more of the different kinds of
‘ baliots to be voted at the election are not found thereln, the central board of
canvassers, shall make a memorandum showing what baflot ar ballots are

missing,

1. When the review of such ballots shall have beean completed, the central
boerd of canvassers shall ascertain the number of such ballots of each
kind which have been deposited in the-ballot box by deducting from the
nuraber of ballot envelopes openad with the number of missing ballots
and shall make a retum thereof, :

2, The number of voters' ballots daposited in the baliot box shall be added
. tothe number of other ballots deposited In the ballot box, In order to
"dstermine the number of all ballots of each kind to be accounted forin

the baliot box,

v, - If unscannable (like FWABs and those downloaded and printed by mifitary,
spacial fed end accessible absantee voters), thep sat aside for post-alection

manual canvass.

b.  Upon such processing of the ballot, the voter'srecord shall be updated with a notation
that indicates that the voter has already voted in such election. This information should

" beincluded In afl print and elecironic poll books where pessibie, and voter history shall

- be recorded for inclusion in the information provided o the Stats to conduct jts post-

election statewide voter data match.

Additional Procedures for Scanners/Systems Used for Early Cénva_ssing of Absentee Ballots

~ The Operations Unit of the State Board has prépared additional procedures specific to the
varfous systems which can be used for the scanning of absentae balfots prior to Election Day.
Simitar to procedures provided to boards for the different configurations of precinct scanner
systems which can be used during Early Voting; this guidance explains how stanners/systems
usad for the early canvassing of absentee ballots should be configured, operated and sacured,
Please contact Election Opesations for more information on the partfcular system that your
bioard expects to use-for this purpose, : '

- Ballot Defects and the Cure Process

Steps for datermining curable defects

1. At the time a ballot affirmation envelopa is reviewsd, the hoard of eéecﬁion_s shall determine
whether the ballot envelope has one of the following curable dafects: )



a. s unsigned '

b. has a sighature that does not correspand to the regisiration signature

- & has no required witness to a mark
d. Isreturped Mthout a ballot afﬁrmatﬁom enveloge in the return envelope

e. hasa ballct aﬁ:rma‘taon envelope thatis signed by the person that has prowded
assistance to the voter but i is fot signed of marked by the voter

f.. cohtalnsthe signature of someone other than the voter and not of the voter

2. Baliot ezwe!opes_ are notlnvafid and do not require a cure if:

a @& ballot envelope Is undated or has the wrong date, pmwded itis postmarked onor
" prior to election dayor is otherwise recaivad timely by the board of elections

b. thevoter signed or marked the ballot affirmation envelope at a place on the envelope
other than the designated signatuit line

¢ avoteruseda cambmatuon of mk {of any color) or pencxﬂ to complete the ballot
anvelope

d. papers found In the ballot envelope with the ballot are materials from the board of
elections, such as nstructions or an application sent by the board of elections

‘e, an extrinsle mark or tear on the ballot em,ielape appears to be there as a result of the
ordinary course of mauimg or transmiftal

f. theballot envelope is partially unsealed but there is*no ability to access the ba!iat

3. Whern the board of elections invalidates a ballot aﬁirma‘imn enuelope, and the dafect fs not
curable:

°

a, theballot envelope shall be set aside for the post-eléction review

b. the board shall netify the voter by mall, sent within three business days of such
rejection, and by either electronic mail or telephons, if such Information is availeble to-
the board in the voter's registration information, and notify the voter of other options
forvoting, and, if time permits, provide the voler with a new ballot,



4. ifaballot s returned by a voter with both outer and Inner envelopes unsealed, the board shall
notify the voter by mail, sent within three business days of such rejection, and by efther
electronic mall or telephone, if such information is available to the board in the voter's
reg?str"'tiom Information, and notify the voter of ether options for voting, and, if ime permits,,
provide the voter with a new ballot. .-

- Motifying voter of curable defect

1 ¥ baﬂot envalopa found to have curable defect the hoard shall indicate the issue that must be’
cured on the ballot envelope in red ink. ’

@ Within.one day of such deternination, send to the voter's address. indicated in the
registration records snd, if different, the malling address Indicated on the ballot
application, a notice axplaining the reason for such rejection and the procedure fo-cure

. the refection. The board shall include a cure affffmation with the notice to the voter,
The affirmation shall-be in a form prescribed by the state board of elections.

i.” The board shall also contact the voter by sither electronic mail or telephone, if
such mformaaion Is availgble to the board in the voter’s ragistration Information,
inorderto notify the vater of the dafic] iciency and the opportunity and the
process o cure the deficiency.

Voter process for curing defects
3. Thevoter may cure any identified curable defects by filing a duly signed affirmation with the.

hoard no later thqn'seven business days aftar the board’s mailing of such curable rejection
notice of the day hefore the election, whichever is later. '

3. Ifthe hoard determines that such aﬁ'ﬂrmatmn addrasses the cwab!e defect the rajected .
ballot shall be reinstated and prepared for canvassing. .

b. Ifthe board of elections is split asto the sufficlency of ’che cure aff;rmaﬂony suich
enveﬂcpa shall ba prepared for canvassing.

¢. Ifthe ballot envelope contains ane or mora curable defects that hava not been timely
cured, the bafio% envelope shall be set aside for the post-election revlew



Scanning of Ballots Prior to Election Day

General considerations fm‘ scan mng ballots

3

' Although the processing of returned absentee ballots is a continual process, the scanning of processad
ballots is not. The law requires that, prior to Elaction Day, scanning of ballots that have been examinad
and prepared occurs at two specnf c ﬁmes The times at and manner In which ballots shall be scanned

are desciibed below.

When to-scan ballots -

. 1. The Day Before the First Day of Early Voting

a

Tha day bpfoa'e the first day of early voting, the central board of canvassers shall scan all
valid haliots previously reviewed and prepared.

2. After the Close of the Polls on the Last Day of Early Voting

.

After the close of the polls on the last déy of early voting, the central.board of
canvassess shall scan all valid ballots recelved and prepared pursuant o this section,
.and not previously scanned on the day beford the f:rsi: day of early voting

Manner in which to scan ballots

1. The centra§ board of canvassers shall scan all valie! ballots pa’evlws!y reviewed and prepared as
nedrly as practicable in the fo lowing manner:

g,

Such baliots may be sepa}ated into sections before being placed in the counting
machine and scannad.

Ugen somp'let lon of the scanning of such valld baliots, the scanners used for such
purpase Shall be secured, and no tabulation of the results shall occur untit one hour

before the close of the poﬂs on election. day

All portable memory devices containing such scanning data shall be secured in the same
manner as partable memory devices used during early voting or on efection day.

Any ballots scanned during this pariod shall be secured In the same manner as voted
batlots cast dufing early voting or on election day.

Any valid ballots that cannot be cast on 3 scanner shall be held inviolate and
unexamined and shall be duly secured unilt after the tlose of polls on election day when

1o



such ballots sha!i be examined and manuaily canvassed,

f. Boards have the option of using the same or dxfferent scanners for the two instances of
pre=Eiectson Day scanning, :

g In castmg and canvassing such bailots, the board shall take all measures necessary to
‘ensure the piivacy of voters. : .

. Tabulsting Unoff’ clal Resu%ts for Eﬁectaon Night

Thea board of elactions may begin to obtain tam!atad results for all ballots previously scanned no earlier
than one hour bafore the scheduled close of polls on election day.

. No unofficial tabulations of election results shall be publicly announced or released in any manher until
after the close of polls on ejection day at which time such tabulations shaH be added into the. eiectmn
night vote totals provided to the State Board. .

. Audlt of Scanners Usedin Canvassing Ea?iyaprécesseﬁ Absentess

. Within three days of any elaction, the board of elactions or a bipartisan comimittee appointed by such
bosrd éhaﬂ audlit the scanners used for early-processed absentees byauditing the ballots from three.
percem of election districts that were tabulated by sich scanners within the jurfsﬁictzon of such board
by that time. This audit should be conducted In the same manner as the trad tional post—electton awdlt

of scanners used to centrally count absentee ballots pursuant to §6210,18.

To the extent additlonal ballots are tabulated through seahners after the initial audit, three percent of
election districts shall thereafter be audited as to the additional ballots tabulated, The ceriification of
the canvass shall not awalt the completion of such addztxonai audit; provided, howavar, if upon the
completion of such additional audit the criteria are met for the resufts of the audit to replace the
canvass then the board of canvassers shall forthwith reconvene and adjust the canvass as reqmred

New Data Match Timeline

Pursuant to §6211.5, county hoards are reguired to provide Information o the State Board with regard
1o In-person voter history during the early voting period and on election day, absentee n'equests/re‘mms
and affidavit ballots, The State Board then agzregates this information, searches for potential matches
between counties and provides Information on those matches to the counties involved.’

Although the déadifnes for each type on Information differ, the information ovarali was due to the State
Board not later than 7 days after a primary election and 10 days after a genaral, During the 2021
electlon cycls, the Governor Issued an Sxacutive Order which reduced that timeframe tc 48 hours after

. the election,

]



Asa result of some of the changes contained In the new law, the State Board will be revising lts
regulations to ¢all for this information to be provided not later than three days after an election, )
regardiess of election type. The State Board will then strive to provide the processed information back
to countles by the following day, in advance of the requlred fimeframe for canvassing affidavit baliots,

Canvass of Affidavit Ballots

-~

Within four business days of the election, the board of elsctions shall review all afﬁdau:it ballots cast in’

the election,

1. if the central board of canvassers determines that a person was entitled to vote at such elsttion
It shall cast and canvass such affidavit ballot in the following manner:

{n I¥ the board of elections racelves one oy moretimely absentee ballots from a voter
who also cast an affidavit ballot at a poll stie, the last such timely absentee ballot
raceived shall be canvassad and the affidavit ballot shall be saf aside unapenad.

{ii). Iavoterwss issied an absentes ballot and votes in person via an affidavit ballot
" . andihe board does not recejve such absentee ballot, the affidavit baflot shall be
canvassed if the voter is otherwise qualified to vote in such election,

{iiy  Affidavis ballots are valid when cast-at a polling site permitted by law by Guslified

votars: .
1. who moved within the state sfter registering

i who are in inactive status

whose registration was incorrectly transferred to ancther address even though

fil.
© they did not move :
) " . whoss ragistration poll records were missing on tha day of such election

v who have not had thelr identlty previously verifisd

vi. whose registration poll records'did not show them to be-enrolied In the party In
which they are envolled .

. vil. who are incorrectly identified as having already voted.

{v)  Affidavit ballots are valid to the extent that ministerial error by the board of
elections or any of its employeas caused! such ballot envelope notto be valid on s

face,

12"
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. the central board of canvassers determines that a person was entitled to vote at such election,
the hoard shall cast and canvass such affidavit ballot If such board finds that the voter appeared

at the correct polling place, regardiess of the fact that the voter may have appeared in the

Incorrect electlon district and regardless of whether the voter's nams was In the reg#stration pol}

- racord.

. i the central board of canyassers finds that 8 voter submitted a voter registration application
through the electronic voter registration transmittal system pursuant to title eight of article five
of this chapter and signed the affidavit ballot, the board shall cast and canvass such affidaviz

ballot If the voter is otherwise quallfiad to vote in such election.

. Ifthe central board of canvassers determinas.that a parson was entitled to vote at such election,

.. the board shall cast and canvass such affidavit ballet if such board finds that the voter
substantially complied with the requirements of this chapter. For purposes of this paragraph,

substantualfy compliad” shatl mean the board can-determine the voter's eligibility based on the

statement of the affiant or records of the board.

If the central boa rd of canvassérs finds that the siatewide voter registration list supplies
sufficient information to identify a voter, failure by the voter to include on the affidavit baliot
envelope the address where such voter was previously registerad shall not be a fatal defact and

the board shall cast and canvass such affidavit ballot,

. If the central board of canvassers finds that the voter reglsterad or pre-registerad to vote for the

" first ime pursuant o title hine of article five of this chapter at least twenty-five days before a
primary, appeared at such primary election, and indicated on the affidavit ballot envelope the
fntent to enroll In such party, the affidavit ballot shail be cast and canvassed if the voter is

' otherwise qualified to vata in such election.

. When the central board of canvassers determines that an affidavit ballotis Invalid duc to 3
rnissing signature on the affidavit ballot envelope, or because the signature on the affidavie
ballot envelops doss not correspond to the registration signature, such ballots shali be set aside
and subject to the cure procedure as earller described. The voter may cure any identified
curable defects by filing a duiy signed affirmation with the hoard no later than seven business
days after the board's maili‘ng of such curable refection notice. Those affidavit ballots which -
have been set aside for this reason shall be canvassad upon receipt of a timely completed cure

affirmation from the votar,

. Theboard of elections shall enter information inte its voter registration system to be
transmitted to the statewlde ballot tracking system to allow 2 voter who casta baﬂioﬂ: fnan .

-affidavit envelnpe to determine ﬁr‘ the vote was countad.

13



Post-Election Revﬁew of Set Aside Ballots

" Within four business days of the elect:on, the board of elections shall des;gnate ltself or sich of its
employees to act as a central board of canvassers and meet to review absentee, military and special -
ballots determined to be Invalid upan thelr Initial examination, ballot envelopés that were returned o
the board as undeliverable, and ballot envelopes containfng one or more curable defecis that have not -

baen timely cured,

At lzast five days prior te the time fixed for such meeting, tha boarrd shall send notice by first class mail
to each candidate, political party, and Independent body entitled to have had watchers present st the .
polls in any election district in the board’s jurisdiction. Such notice shall state the time and place fixed by
the board for such post-election review, Alternatively, this date can be included on the candidate notice
sent by the board which contains the dates and times of oi:her pre and post elecf:ron activities they are

en c.h:ted tq participate i and/or ohserve,

Each such candsdate, political party, and Indegendent body shall be entltled to appoint such -number of
watchers to attend upon each centyal board of €anvassers as. the candidats, political party, or
independent body was entitled to appoint at the e!ectron in any election district for which/ the ceniral

board of canvassersis des;gnated toact.
Upon assemblmg at the time and place fixed for such mesting, each central board of caﬁvassea’s shalf
- then review the ballot as described above. .

Each such candidate, political party, and independent body shalf be ent_iiied o object to the board of
elections’ determination that an absentee or affidavit ballot is invalid. Such ballots shall not be counted
absent an order of the court. In no event may a court order a ballot that has been countad o be

uncounted,

Canvassing of Ballots After Election Day

As stated previously, the board of canvassers shéﬂl process absentee ballois raceived on or afier Election
Day within one day. Suzh board shall then canvass the following categories of ballots:

all valid ballots recelved and prepared, and not previously scanned on the day before the first
day of early voting or scanned after the close of the polls on the last day of early voiing.

" all absentes ballots that were deemed valid but were unable to be scanned prewcusiy {Military,
Oversess, Accessible, ett.), .

all absentes bal ots that were determined to have & curable defect and for which @ timel y ancs
complete cure afffrmation was re’cumed by the voter on or after e?ectlon day.

all affidavit ballots that were determined to have 3 curable defect and for which a timely and
complete cure affirmation was returnad by the voter.

14



For the purposes of the candidate notice seint by the board which contalns the dates and times of
variouspre.and post election activities for which they are entitled tg participate In and/or observe, the
post-election canvassing activities may either be considered a continuation of canvassing which has

. taken place prior to Election Day, or may be considered a separate event with Its own specific date and
time. Either way, It should be made clear when any post election canvassing of absentee bawots fs (3]

begin.

Ceﬁ:ﬁfi@aﬁ@n of Resulis

Upon compietmg tha casting and canvassmg of any remaining valid ballots as hereinabove prowc?ed for
any election district, the central board of canvassérs shall thereupon, as nearly as praciicableinthe
manner provided in this article for gbsentze, military and special ballots, verify the number of ballots so
cast, tally the votes so cast, add such tally to the previous tally of all votes cast In such election district,
and record the result. .

. The record of the vote courted by each scanner and manually for each candidate and for and against
sach ballof proposal, printed by election district, shall he preserved in the same manner and for the

same period a5 the retums of canvass for the election,
The certffication of the board of canvassers must be transmitted to the State Board no Ia*'er than
twenty~f‘ ve days following & general or special sfection.

-
v

- Conducting Pest-Election Audits

The pmcess and tmeling for conducting the 3% audit of tlie precinct scanners used during early voting
_andon Election Day, as descr}bed in §6210.18, remains unchanged For scanners used to centrally count-
absentee ballots after Election Day, a separate audit of 5% of the election dustnms scanned on. such

' ecgmpmentshaii also be conducted.

As was stated prevaous!yi, the certification of the canvass shall not await the completion of such
. additional audit; provided, however, if upon the cornpletion of such additional-audit the criterla are met
for the results of the audit to rep!ace the canvass then the board of canvassers shall fanhwi‘th ’

raconvene and adjust the canvass s required.
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GUIDANCE FOR EARLY MAIL V@TENG

L Iﬁt?@ducﬁ@n '

On September 20, 2023, Govemor Hochul signed Chapter 481 of the Laws of 2023,
Establishing the New York Early Mail Voter Act. This newly enacted legislation, which takes
effect on January 1, 2024 and applies to all elections moving. forward, establishes an

addmona! method of voting early via mail.

Many O‘f these. procedures will be simiiar to your current Absentee or Special ballot
processes. As such, the mformation below should help walk you throtigh an- already
familiar set-of operational steps, while noting differences between, to ensure your
compliance with the new statutory requirements. While we endeavor to provide
comprehensive guidance, do not hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have

The fo!iowmg guadance covers applications, applicable contests, ballots, enve!opes
- canvassing procedures and V;Hage elections. -

I Appﬁéaﬁ@ns (Paper and Electronic) - §8-700

Any registered voter may apply by a du!y s:gned instrument to the county board of
elections (or in the City of New York) where they are registered for any election in which
the voter is eligible. Voters must apply and applicants must be registered at tne address

on the application.
Voters may apply using one (1) of the following three (3) methods:

1. Via application promulgated by the New York State Board of Elections (NYSBOE),
a copy of which can be found attached to this guidance as Appendix A.

a. Except for providing a reason, the rules for determining validity of an
application should be consistent with existing Absentee guidance.

b. Voters may apply for all elections in a calendar year on one application..
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c. When avoter requests an Early Mail ballot appi;catlon be sent to them via
mail, the board shaM provnde a postage paid return enveiope -

d. When a voter mducates they are packmg up an application in person the
boerd shall offer a postage paid return envelope.

2. Via letter submitted to the board of elections requesting a ballot.

a. The letter must be ssgned and must contain enough mformatlon to be
substantially compliant with the aforementroned appi;catson

3. Via the electronic Early Mail ba!?ot_transmltta.s system.

Applications submitted other than in persdn must be received not later than the tenth
(10t) day before the election. Applications delivered i in person for ballots being delivered
. in person must De received no later than the day before the e?ectson :

Applications for Early Mail ballots shou!d be prov;ded to voters in any mstance where
Absentee ballot apphcations are provzded ' : :

0. Reviewof Agep?i@atiene - §8-702.

Applicants must be registered voters at the address listed on the application and must be
ehg;bie to vote in the e!ectzons requested on the application.

If the board determines an applicant is not registered in the county (or within New York
City) at the address listed, or not eligible t vote in all of the elections on the application,
~ the board shall immediatet y notify the applicant of the rejection with the reason. If the
reason is that the voter's address on the application is not the same as their registration
address, the voter shall be prov ded information on how to change their address.

A Tmckmg Systeim - §8=’7‘§2

As with Absentee voting, the State anrcﬂ is directed to establlsh an electronic tracking
system for both applications and ballots for Early Mail voting. The form and substance of
this system shall follow the existing system(s) set up for Absentee tracki ing. Counties may
develop and implement their own Early. Mail tracking system with the approval of the

State Board.
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V. Baliots

Early Mail ballots must be iabeied “Early Mail BaHots “ However, since neither the Absentee
nor Early Mail Ballot statues limit the language (§7-122), you may consolidate ballot types
for Early Mail Ballots, Absentee and Special ballots, where possible. Such consolidated
ballots may say "Absentee / Special / Early Mail Ballots” on them as a;:@g:m::pna‘te°

Timeliness: Early Mail-Ballots follow the same trmelmess restrictions as Absentee Baliots
with regard to deadimes for postmarks and rece:p‘t

Restnctxons on_Machine Voting: Any voter who is issued an Early Mail- ba}io’c and who
subsequently at‘temp‘ts to vote in person, must only be allowed to vote via afﬁdawt bafim
Voter registra‘non lists shall indicate that an Early Mail ballot was issued. £

VL 'Envesapies=§g=7@4; §7=“§*§9 ’

- In @ manner similar to that employed for Absentee voters, sendmg votmg matersafs to

Eariy Mail Ballot voters requires three (3) envelopes to be Used: the inner afﬂrmatton

: ~(secunty/oath) envelope, the postage paid return envelope addresséd to the board of
~ elections, and the outer envelope in which the board max!s those envelopes to the voter,

Hong with their ba!ﬂo‘c

Please see Appendfx B for examples of what Early Mail envelopes should look fike.

VI Canvassing

Early Mail Ballots are canvassed under 9-209 in.a manner éiméEazf to that of Absentee,
Military and Special Baliots. They should be canvassed under the same guidance
previously. given by the State Board for the canvass of such ballots. The same timeliness
restrictions-around postmarks and deadline for receipt by the board, along with ‘the cure
provisions provnded for under § 9-209(3), should be emp!oyed

VI, C@mmumcaﬁ@m to V@ters

: E"ect ion Law is updated in several sections to include providing information to voters
' regarding Early Mail Voting. Listed below are the areas that require you to add Early Mail
voting information. Unless otherwise specified, adding the term Early Mail will fulfill your

requzrement Required areas include:
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a) Information Notices under §4-117(1), indicating that any registered voter may vote
. early by maxl and providing mformatlon on how to apply for an Early Mail Ba!iot

"b) Pub lication of list of pol!mg places for registrat;on under §4:119(1);
¢) Notices of general, _Vi!%age, and spec:al eiectipns under §4-201(3)%; and

d) Approval Notices under §5-210(9), i’hdicating that any registered voter may vote
+ early by mail and providing information on how to apply for an Early Mail Ballot

| IX. Village Eie_cﬁ@ﬂs -§15-119

Early Mail \fo*tmg also apphes to village elact;ons and any ehgxbie voteris entxt!ed to app!y
for and receive an Early Ma;l Ballot. :

Applications should be submztted to the VlElage Clerk for elections conducted by the
- village clerk under Article 15. As with Absentee Ballot applications for village elections,
- . applications by mail must be received no earlier than four (4) months and not later than

.seven (7) days before the election. All ballots requested to be. mailed by mailed
-application, shall be sent not later than six (6) days before the election. In-person
applications shall b*e, accepted until the day before the e%ects'on;

Canvassmg of Early Mad Ballots for village e]ectxons mirror Absentee Ba!iot ru!es forvillage -

élections.

' This section applies to New York City only.
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allot ) BOARD USEONLY:
: ' o Town/City/Ward/Dist:

New York State Early Mail B

Application

'Please print clearly. See detailed instructions. Registration No:

To receive an early mail ballot: In-Persen - Applicatiori must be peréonaliy delivered to your o
county board of elections not later than the day before the election. By Mai] - Application Party:
must be received by your county board of elections not later than the 10th day before the s

leiion, o : [:] voted in office

The ballot ftseif must either be péf'sdnaily delivered to the board of elections in your county no
later than the close of polls on election day, or postmarked by a-governmental postal service
not later than the day of the election and received no later than 7 days after the election.

early mail baliiot(s) requested for the following election(s): - ' .
O Primary Electiononly 3 General Electiononly [J Special Electiononly [ All elections this year

fast name or sumame - : . fisstname midc_ﬂe initial _sm;ﬁx
da;e of birth MM]DE?/YYYY county where'yau live _ — o ’ ' pl';one number (optidn;l) '. ' email {optional}

"address where y;nu are registered: ' B . apt <o city ¢ state’ : . zip cqc!.e
Delivery of Primary Election Ballot {checkone) -4 De!fVer to‘ me in person at the boar"d of eleﬁ:ﬁoﬁé

101 1 authorize (give hame): to pick up my ballot at the board of elections.

0 Mail ballot to me at: (mafling address) - P

apt. ; -:city‘ ’ : - stata . zipcode

_ - streetpno. streeiname

| Delivery of General {or Special) Election Ballot (check one) T Deliver to me in person at the board of elections .
[T }authorize (give name): i " - topick up my ballot at the board of elections.

{1 Mail ballot to me at: (mai}i‘hg address)

‘street no. strget name- ] . apt. © 'city ‘sta’ce zip code
Applicant Must Sign Below . _
I'certify that! am a qualified and a registered (and for primary, enrolled) voter- and that the information in this

applicationis true and correct and that this application will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent ofan’
| affidavitand, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if | had been duly sworn /|

| Sign Here: X ." . . | Date /]

If applicant is unable to sign becaise of illness, physical disability or inability to read, the following statement
must be executed: By my mark, duly witnessed hereunder, | hereby state that | am unable to sign my applica-
tion for an early mail ballot without assistance because | am unable to write by reason of illness or physical )
disability or because | am unable to read. | have made, or have received assistance in making, my mark in lieu
of my signature. {No power of atiorney or preprinted name stamps allowed. See detailed instructions.)

Date__/ /___ Name of Voter: . : Mark:

MM/DDAYY ) . .
I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the above named voter affixed their mark to this application in my presence
and | know him or her to be the person who affixed his or her mark to said application and understand that this
statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and if it contains a material false

statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if | had been duly sworn.

{signature of witnass to mark)

d f withass to mafk ' :
{address of witness to maik) Board Use Ondy
2024 Early Mail Bailot Application




!nstruction5°

Wh@ may applv for an early mail ba!i@t?
Each person must apply for themselves. Itis a felony to make a false statemient in an application for

an early mail b_a#lot to attempt to cast an lliegal ballot, or to help anyone to cast an illegal ballot.

Enf@rmati@n for military and overseas voters:
If you are applying for an early mail ballot because you or your fama!y are in the muistary or because

you currenﬂy reside overseas, do not use this application. You are entitled to special legal
provisions if you apply using the Federal Postcard Application (FPCA). For more information about
military/overseas voting, contact you?’ local board of elections or refer to the Military and Federal

Voting sections at: htip /fwww.elections.ny, govi\/otmg html

.Where amﬁ when to return your application: :
App?scatﬂ@ns for an early mail ballot that will be delivered in-person at the county board of

elections to the votér or an agent of the voter must be recelved not Iater than the day before the
election. Apphcatwns for a ballot to be delivered by mail to the voter must be received at the
county board of elections no later than 10 days before the election. If the address of your county
board of elections is nat provided on this form, contact information for your local election office
can be found on the New York State Board of Elections’ website, under “County Boards of Election”. -

dxrectsry at: htto://www. e!ections ny. gofoouninaarcfs html

Options available to you if you have an nﬁﬂness or-disability:
You may sign the early ma;l ballot application yourself, or you may make your mark and have your

mark witnessed in the spaces provided on the bottom of the appli-cation. Please note that.a power
of attomey or prmted name stamp s not allowed for any votmg purpose S

When your bai?ot will be sent: :
Your early mail ballot materials will be sent to you begirining 46 days before. ‘federa! state county,

city or town elections in which you are eligible to vote. If you applied after this date, your ballot will
be sent immediately after your tompleted and signed application is received and processed by your
tocal board of elections. If you prefér, you may designate somecne to pick up your ballot for you,

by completing the required information in section 6 and/or section 7, as appropriate. Contacﬁ: your

local county board of eiecteons if you have not received your ballot.



November 27, 2023
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