
 

POLL WATCHER’S  

GUIDE 
 

 Onondaga County  

�oa
d o� �����on� 

1000 �
i� ��vd W��t 

Sy
a�u��, NY  13204 

(315) 435 - VOT�  

'''(ongov(n�t)�����on� 

WATCHER’S CERTIFICATE 

FOR USE ON ELECTION DAY 
 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONC�RN: 

 

THIS IS TO C�RTIFY THAT PURSUANT TO  

S�C( 8-500 OF TH� �L�CTION LAW OF  

TH� STAT� OF N�W YORK 

        

(nam� o� p�
�on appoint�d a� 'at�h�
) 

 

a du�y qua�ifi�d vot�
 o� th� County o� Onondaga,  

Stat� o� N�' Yo
k,  ha� h�
�by b��n  

appoint�d to a�t a� a  WATCHER on b�ha�� o�  

 

       

(po�i��a� pa
ty)ind�p�nd�nt body) 

 

at th� ================�����on to b� h��d on 

 

        

(>at� o� �����on) 

 

City)To'n o�    ,  in County o� Onondaga( 

 

        

Chai
man, Po�i��a� Commi?�� o
 Candidat� 

 

>at�d:      



OVERVIEW 
 

To �n�u
� �ai
 and hon��t �����on�, N�' Yo
k Stat� �a'  

p
ovid�� �o
 appoin�ng Po�� Wat�h�
� to ob��
v� vo�ng at th� 

po���(  Po�� Wat�h�
� a
� d��ignat�d by  �andidat��, th� �hai
 o� 

any pa
ty o
 �ommi?��, o
 ind�p�nd�nt o
gani@a�on� 'hi�h 

hav� �andidat�� on th� ba��ot and)o
 po�i��a� �ommi?���( 
 

ROLE OF THE POLL WATCHER 
 

Th� 
o�� o� th� Po�� Wat�h�
 i� to ob��
v� �����on� at th� po��ing 

�it�� on b�ha�� o� a pa
��u�a
 �andidat�, po�i��a� pa
ty o
         

o
gani@a�on(  I�)'h�n th�y ob��
v� i

�gu�a
i���, th�y a
� to   


�po
t th��� ob��
va�on� to �ith�
 th� �����on In�p��to
, th� 

Po�i�� OA��
 and)o
 th� �oa
d o� �����on�( 
 

POLL WATCHER QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Wat�h�
� �ha�� b� appoint�d by th� pa
ty �ommi?��,  

ind�p�nd�nt body o
 �andidat� on th� ba��ot �o
 th� �����on 

�ommi?��( 
 

At a P
ima
y �����on any t'o o
 mo
� �andidat�� may d��ignat� 

Po�� Wat�h�
� 
 

�a�h 'at�h�
 mu�t b� a qua�ifi�d vot�
 in Onondaga County( 
 

Wat�h�
 ��
�fi�at�� mu�t b� d��iv�
�d to an in�p��to
 at th� 

�����on di�t
i�t( 

 

No mo
� than th
�� 'at�h�
� �o
 any pa
ty �ommi?��,  

ind�p�nd�nt body, o
 �andidat� 'ho�� nam�� app�a
 on th�   

ba��ot may b� appoint�d to ��
v� at th� �am� �����on di�t
i�t(  

POLL WATCHER LIMITATIONS 

Th� Po�� Wat�h�
 may not: 

�����on��
 in any mann�
( 

A��i�t in th� �ondu�t o� th� �����on o
 int�
��
� 'ith th� �����on 

p
o����( 
 

Bu���on any vot�
 in any mann�
( 
 

R�mov� o
 hand�� any �����on mat�
ia�� on th�  in�p��to
C� tab��( 
 

A��ompany a vot�
 to th� booth( 
 

�� a �andidat� �o
 oA�� in th� �����on di�t
i�t in 'hi�h th�y a
� to 

b� a Po�� Wat�h�
( 

POLL WATCHER RIGHTS 

Th� Po�� Wat�h�
 may: 

�� p
���nt at th� po��ing p�a�� at ��a�t 15 minut�� b��o
� th�           

un�o�king and �Damina�on o� any vo�ng ma�hin� o
 ba��ot boD at th� 

op�ning o� po���, un�� aE�
 th� �igning o� th� in�p��to
C� �anva�� at 

th� ��o�� o� po���( (8-500(2) 

���o
� any vot�
 �a�t� hi�)h�
 vot�, a 'at�h�
 may �ha���ng� vot�
� 

'hom th�y b��i�v� a
� not qua�ifi�d to vot�( (8-502) 

No��y th� �oa
d o� In�p��to
� that th�y hav� ob��
v�d an individua� 

�o�i�i�ng vot�� o
 �����on��
ing (di�t
ibu�ng po�t�
� o
 bann�
�, 

'�a
ing o
 �a

ying bu?on�) 'ithin th� po��ing p�a�� o
 'ithin th� 

100-�oot di�tan�� ma
k�
� imm�diat��y out�id� o� th� po��ing p�a��( 

A�k in�p��to
� to 
�p�at a vot�
C� nam� a� h�)�h� app
oa�h�� th� 

tab��( 

Sit at a ��o�� p
oDimity to th� in�p��to
'� tab�� but not at th�           

in�p��to
C� tab��( 


